


DANGUS PRODUCTIONS
presents

DARK FIRE DANCING

Dangus Productionscampifasontape &1 81t
66 min. {color soverycompilation tape
features 2 songs from each of the
following hands
Poccolus - probably the best:Lith pagan
metabact
Nahash - burning black metal!
AKys - stunged by the pain of rative
Arubi - anger & darkness from the fand
ol the Pharaos

Wejdiss - the cald depths of space

MERESSIN
demo 6 Lt/5S
Ssongs: 40mum - volor cover  lyncs
1t's one of the most
interesting bands in the
dark Lithuania - clear,
melodic, speedy, dark,
hetlish and evit Black
Metal

WEIJDAS

Sauler Tekant
dema#2 BLIAS
Ahmost an houeof
the real pagan
ambient music with
dark and bright
passages; soanng
tram the emabrace of
nature ta the cold
distances of space.
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CONSCIOUS ROT : “Congenital

Passyaty” demo THGSS

8 songs35 min color covertyrics

brain-striking grnding desth metat

CONSTHOUS ROT “The Sorl dema

8'songs 35 min n WCOVELIIVEICS

the:brand new re B af these ¢ ¥

mn;\m S presefiis Ve iore mature stuffs

ask for:the price

DEAD BEAUTY “Cpls

20 somgs 25 min‘promo

crazy death-i-dorftrcare-care 1 the veinsnf:

B s'n'Butthead shaw

DISSONANCE Sleepless Deaid

4 songs 20 min‘bisy Gaver

strong and m(|u dag J wa <|u\lh

DISTURB ” M deio 6LU4S

) songs 25 min colorty fuu\

guitar music: acoustieal composiions &
ttacks, some umks At W nh vocals

ALY

odadano SL1AS

o S

Rising, Patriarch, Rotting Chist Godsend, ete.
GHOSTORM "The £nd of 49 85ones ™ demio
TLESS
5 songs 20 min'b w coverlyres
nice techno death metalfi?
HORROR HIGH mag
32 a$ pages offset pnnkd gk

Grave, Mayhem, Asphy
Godsend, Hybryds, Opera X Rmn«\mn ele
\~\H-\\H"m ¢

c\t!e{wycl} ngry Ltho
OSSUARY "Desert
S5songs 20 minhw

death metal which will drive g Knife fmo your

throat

PARRICIDE iy Bruwality” demo 7 LESS
4 xonge 20 munhiw cover
tampling death metal/one grunge track!!
COEES advimpe 6EESS
48 i b cover

darkitielodic and Smcerepagan metal with

ambrent touch
PR()\} CLUTOR “Froms Despatr to Notknown?
demo 151
5 sonex I8 panicolor roverdyrics
thrash death « doom elémients & atmospheric
wocals
RUINATION rehitape SE43S
3 songy 8 mim pronmio; cover
ortpmal melodic:doom metal with flute &
keyboards
SONIIUS M Found i the: Dark” demo 614758
Frongihwaver

gloomy electronie ambient falling like the tears
f wane

Tu RBO REANIMACHIA "Gimtadienis” tape

b songs 3 minhiw cover
Lthuanian micest HO band's turn into
peyehedelicandie fields
WO NEWS demio94 S1.14S

Fsongs 33 minhiw taver
fastand sirong HO punk
WOLNDED mag #4611 48
36 A% pages oflset pointed/glossy coverin English
wiBex Sex Sex Anathema, The Gathering,
Whores of Babvlon, Candiru, Misanthrope, etc
\30 DED mag #5611 43

32 A% pagesoffser prmted glossy cover'in English
i Sobstiee; Skum. Naked Lunch, Dissonance,
told \Ieai Iidiisry: The State, Boyd Rice, etc
it T PARADISE "Pikiojo Amziaus
Raunda” demo 751158
Sisongs 28 mimbiw cover
onpnad thrashideath metal with folk jazz
snflaences

AL prices include aymail poseage costs
Please mention alternatives (i passibile) when ordering.
Special note for Lithusnia r:‘wdem\
Pasto perlaidas siyshite Ugniaus s ;
ef norite kasetes/fanzinus gauti registenoti pasty, m:pwmr.\kuc aurodyti sava vardo pavardés
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EDGE OF TIME #8

The sun rises and sets up. the moon shines and doesn't shine and “Edge of
Time”... hhh.... well. I have to admit that was not correct beginning... All
my hopes to start bombastically were doomed to be destroyed, nevertheless
the bravest part of the fanzine (titled editorial) must be continued...

So once again me and a couple of others could not sit quietly without ex-
pressing of their thoughts/minds/conclusions on various (mostly musical)
things that happen around on the paper (you see - I don’t use the word
“white paper” - so regarding this fact it should be concluded that this cdito-
rial is written in highly intelligent way (even in more intelligent than Verbaitis
holds his bass in “Raganos & Alus ’zine #8, heh heh). As always the most of
material deals w/ music, well, why to hide, 100% of stuff is devoted to this
kind of art, and if you would answer “Why?" I could reply “Why not?". |
really don’t suppose that there’s a point to put dull & boring poems, stupid
comix or pseudo-wisely-written stories (good ones find their place in an-
other sort of publications). Well, actually if someone. who could write about
smth. Different than music is welcome, and for example, it would be great to
get in touch with someone who could be able to write movie reviews & things
like that

Back to this issue. The spectre of music becomes wider, includes not only
metal stuff, but some gothic & clectronic as well. I'm writing this editorial
only a day before I leave my motherland (I'm going to study in Denmark for
5 months). so I have not much time, sorry. At the moment we have almost
all written stuff for the zine and I made the layout of some pages. Unfortu-

nately 1 won’t be able to coordinate all the action regarding articles/layout
printing, so if someone isn’t correct - turn your charges to Audrius ha!
However [ don’t throw responsibility from my shoulders in any case. The
layout should be made by Storas Verbaitis, and imagine - I even don’t know
how the page No.3 (with this editorial) will look like! Oblomas... All in all
hope Verbaitis made a good job (he does good things sometimes. though quite
rarely). It was allowed to him to express his own opinion about his work,
contents & things like that (but hey Verbaitis, your
smaller than mine...!).
The fact that at the moment when you're reading this
mark doesn’t mean that “Edge of Time™ doesn’t exist - it does and it will
Send all the mail to my address: Giedrius Slivinskas, Justiniskiu 73-1,
2056 Vilnius, Lithuania. (Fanzine costs 4 Lt (Lithuania) or 2 USD (the
world)) or the 2nd editor: Audrius Ozalas, Didlaukio 20-9, 2057 Vilnius,
Lithuania.
The next issue should be out somewhere in fall of "95. Take care. thanks to
you all & see you soon!

-Giedrius-
hi! i'm supposed to be the one who did most of the layout for this ish of
"Edge Of Time" - and i feel i've done my best because the mag is as late as
possible this time, due to not only my laziness (which was also very impor-
tant), but also to my PC which managed to break down a couple of times and
my friends, who helped me to drink some beer and my band, which was
recording a new tape and all the rest of my occupations... i'm really sorry, i
also would like to say "i'm sorry" to Giedrius, who naively believed to find
editorials on page no.3 - that happened to the reason mentioned above
anyway, 1 had some good time laying this out and i hope you'll manage to
read all tlnt small print, which is waiting for you on the next pages - we had
sooo much information to spread and sooo little money to afford the space
to put that information... nevertheless, now the mag is finally laid out and if
you won't get it till the next year, it will be only Audrius' fault, ha ha.. though
i hope he will do better than me. my speech was shorter than Giedrius' one -
and it's the only his direction that i managed to obey!

-Verbaitis-

“editorial” should be

I"m sitting in Den-

(1 . . )
Reviewerns playlists
Giedrius Shivinskas (-G-) Audrius Ozalas (-A-)
1. Incubus Succubus Beladonna & Acomite | Dream Theater 4y
2. Psychotic Waltz Mosquiro
3 Dream Theater 4wake
4. Mysterious Encounters compilation
5. Tiamat Wildhoney
6. Megadeth Youthanasia
7. Maggie Reilly MidnighsSun
8. Cemetary Bluck Vanity
9. Phiilip Boa & The Voodooclub Boaphenia
10, Fates Warning Inside Out
110 Desunitory Bitterness
12 Kitling Joe Pandemanium
13 Ship of Fools Oui There Some
14 Marty Friedman Sceney
15, Yoadoo Cult Jesus Killing Machine

2. Decoryah Hisdom Floats
3. The 7 Chakras compilation
4. Dead Can Danceall
5 incubus:Sucenbus Beladonna & Aconite
- Mayfair Behind
7 Relatives Menschein Die Fuwigheit
8 Tiamat Wildhoney
9. Into The Abyss Martyrium
)T The Next Generation
FL. Teawm Balmor
12, Mysteripus Encounters compilanon
here 13 Orphaned Land Sahara
14, Lost In Misery 7ragic Romance
15 Phillip Boa & The Voodooctub Boaphenia

Sigitas Velyvisif=S-)
1o Tast Crack Burning Tome 20King®s X everything
3. Tribe After Tribe Love Under Will 4. Awful Truth Awrul Truth
5. Mindfunk Dropped 6. Naked Sun everything
Psychotic Waltz Mosguito 8. Fates Warning Perfect Symmerry
9 Dream Theater Imuges amd Boeds 10, Freak of Nature Freak of Narvie
LE:S v 42 Movdred: The:Next Room
13, Temple of the Dag Temple of the Dag 14 Type O Negative Bloody Kisses
\. L Soundearden Supcigukuoiy J




* Noise Records opened up a new
soaccording to that.
his vear they are slightly more towards
J.S. bands than before. Some of the nesw
releases are Los Angeles based Lost
Breed, Unorthodox from Washington

office in Los Angeles

rom Tampa, Florida..
* French label Holy Records pro-
eeds with revealing of new talents of at-

Iiith Darkness” (dark
oom) and mini CD of
Nightfall ( “Eons Aura ™).
the way, as for new-
comers - Greek band
[Phlebotomy joined the

* Famous Greeks Rotting Christ re-
eased their new album “Non Serviam"
(which in band’s opinion is “darker and
more atmospheric . than ever”) on
Jnisound Records. Also “Saranas Te
eum " demo ‘89 was made as mini CD in
rder to avoid the bootlegs. Group leader’s
Sakis Tolis band Thou Art Lord released
eirnew CD, which is titled “Fosforos ™
11 these albums you can get from: ¢/o
Sakis Tolis, Menemenis 22, 14231 N lonia,
thens, Greece (prices - “Non Serviam”
16 USD, “Eosforos” - 16 USD,
“Satanas...’ J). By the way, about

uch talked band’s conflict with Osmose

s said: " We decided to leave this
label, because its attitude suck both in eco-
Inomical and advertising matters™.

* Earache Records are going to hit
jou strong this year - there are planned
Inew releases of Cathedral. Morbid An-
gel, Napalm Death, Massacre and Ex-
reme Noise Terror. Cathedral has new
ass player and new drummer and their
follow-up to “The Ethereal Mirror’

out somewhere in spring.
cal style change from Massacre in their
Inew album “Promise " (it’s also scheduled
for spring release) - they promise “more
gothic/skull splattering affair, with the
/ocals displaying a more aggro-metal
style).

* Radio Marabu is the radio from

ermany,

stuff, from gothic/electronic to alternative

metal. If interested, write to: PO Box
22 03 42 -42373 Wuppertal, Germany.

* Some news from German progres-
sive rock band: Sieges Even: they re-

which covers various kind of

corded a live-demo-tape just for r
companies to get a new deal. Recently
they made some live gigs according to the
words of Oliver Holzwarth. “to improve
and build up a strong unity in the band™.
are: “Reporter™, -

Stand aside™.

"Cold mside the ars

“History™, “Numbe:

w nrld moves on .

gressive/heavy

metal band Patriarch. a few months agc

drummer Lue Seeuws left the band and

he was replaced by a new talented drum

mer named Frank Dresselaers. Now the

band {s looking for

new deal, “coz the con

tract with Shark 1s fin

ished. Patriarch arg

working on new

songs, have already

done 8 tracks (some

titles are “Enigma ol

“The End of the Day”, “Parade of

nd some others) and are going i«

release a new demo this year. Also, chedl

out the new band address: Patriarch, ¢/

Geert Baelus, Pas 169, 2440 Geel. Bel
gium.

label addresses:
Century Media Records, 1453A

-14th St., Suite 324, Santa Monica,

CA 90404, USA

Earache Records, PO Box 144,
Nottingham NG3 4GE, UK

Holy Records, 4Bd Gutenberg,
93190 Livry-Gargan, France
Massacre Records, Rauheckstr.
10, D-74232 Abstatt, Germany
Metal Blade Records, 2345
Erringer Rd., Suite 108, Simi Valley,
CA 93065, USA

Noise Records, 8721 Sunset
Boulevard, Penthouse 6, Los
Angeles, California 90069, USA
Peaceville Records, PO Box 17,
Dwesbury, West Yorkshire, WF12
8AA, UK

Progress Records, Vindegade
101, DK-5000, Odense C, Denmar
Red Light Records, 880 Lee St,
Suite 208, Des Plaines, IL 60016,
USA

Relapse Records, PO Box 251,
Millersville, PA 17551, USA
Shiver Records, Hans De
Wyngaert, Amerstraat 112, 3200
Aarschot, Belgium

Wild Rags Records, 2207
W.Whittier Blvd., Montebello, CA

90640, USA

it 1s becoming a tradition that this
section gets a respectful place in the
pages of “edge of time”. and here
you can some lines about such re-
leases. which were not lucky enough
10 ¢ the “normal™ review. here it

£0cs

sweden really kicked asses in "94. it not
only took the 3rd place in football
world cup "94. but

gave

world such albums as
tiamat. desultory. cemetary and
a couple of others enjoyable things
including edge of sanityv’s “purga-
torv afterglow”. which gives an ex-
act kick into your sweet facc w/ en-
crgetic vet melodic death metal.
mavbe 1t’s not better desultory’s
latest album “hirterness™ (or at least
than the first track of this). but in
general 1t's pretty good (by the way.
the opener song also is the best here)
¥** another swedish atmospheric
monsters cemetary (which firstly
were accused of paradise lost. then
of tiamat influences) in their 3rd

album “hlack vanitv ™ turned to morc
softer way. however they surcely stays
under the label “atmospheric metal™

and this one 1s for melodic metal fans
*¥#% gothic/doom maniacs highly ap-
preciate decorvah’s album
floars " 1t’s almost not metal. rather
avantgarde gothic made in doom
metal spirit. often used female voice.
kevboards & things like that. but this
is onc of the rare cases when we don't
feel bored cliches - it’s certainly
unique work. it lies somewhere be-
tween so called “meditating™ and
commercial™ gothic. (the world
“commercial” here rather means
mclodic & wide circle accepted
gothic. in general there could be writ-
ten various essays aboul what's com-
merce. what's not. what is under-
ground. and what is false & unreal.
anvway 1'd just like to repeat and
tcasc vou once more that “edge of
time” 1s open for all good music no
matter the form it has). *** back to
rcality. another swedish  band
morgana lefay reminds of times
when power metal was hot. they re-
lcascd “the secret doctrine™ and it
should be noted there 1s a certain ten-
dency felt of regrowing popularity
of such style. there are the ones who
stll like 1. the ones who begin to
like 1t 1t’s clear that one of the faves
ol morgana lefay arc metal
church. maybe the album 1s a bit
too long. but this is not the wiscst

wisdom

of sanity - purgatory afterglow twilight

of darksome origin  blood-colored  silent

clegy  velvet dreams @ enter chaos
and the
black vanity bitter sced

of the innocent

sadness  song ol sirens ||

chony ramn
black flow-

serpentine pa-

hunger SCATCCTOW

passion  lost departure

et tragedy  pale autumn fire  out in

sand  roscmary taste the sky |

decoryah - wis-
dom floats astral mirasc of paradisc  wisdom
floats  monolithos — bervllos  reaching
melacholiah  circle mmortality  when the cch-
tart to fade  cosmos silence  intra-mental
tasv  chonies  infinity awaits || morgana
lefay - the secret doctrine rooms of sleep -+ what
im 1 alley of oaks  soldicrs of the holy empire
paradisc lost  nowhere island  the mirror
state ol intoxication old world 7 lord of the
rings  last rites  dving evolution © the secret
doctrime || killing joke - pandemonium pande-
monium retsm - millennium © communion
black moon  labyrinth  jana ~ whitcout / plea-
sures of the flesh  mathematics ol chaos [] lake

way to criticize for it - because the
longer album takes the more fans are
satisfied. and from the other side -
the ones who don’t like it. wouldn't
like 1t 1f it would be 20 minutes
shorter... *** Killing joke's “pan-
demonium ™ are the album of new
metal breed. the first track 1s from
the ones which kicks ass. the band
balances on the edge where alice in
chains or megadeth & other
american metal bands dance on. they
definitely are not similar to any of
above mentioned. just they are
heavy. driving and w/
techno/ a bit
in-

dustrial approach.
**% lake of tears is another band
from meclodic/atmospheric mctal
ficlds. but namely not any doom/
death, it’s morc oriented o quict-
ness & melody (new cemetary or
new tiamat). lhouuh they rather re-
mind of tiamat’s “c/owuds” than ol
their new onc u//(//uwu wEx i
there was mentioned tiamat wc
could proceed w/ their “wildhoney
which is more experimental. not so
heavy & mectal oriented than their
carlicr works. from 10 tracks therc
arc only 2-3 which should be called
metal. at first sight there are no kill-
ing melodies. but actually it’s sorrow-
fully kind. it doesn’t bring depres-
sion. rather it brings sweel sadness
so dont be afraid of losing the belicl
into lifc after the listening 1o this
**¥* national razor's “shiver’ s a
cross between gothic rock and elec-
tronic music. mostly gloomy. but not
pressing thing. they don't fall into
{lnd/nndnm\ ambient parts. they
prefer more usual songs - that's finc
(vou can get it from scream records.
36 river st.. rochester nh 03867, usa)
¥** pvogenesis moved in a bit un-
cxpected dircction w/ their new al-
bum “sweet x-rated nothings ™. the
dl inge roughly could be rLsumui as
“from romanticism to vulgarity™ it’s
somcthing like paradise lost and
type o’ negative. but more jolly
it’s quite a "ood album. though” from
other side such description “peasant
variant of paradise lTost™ fits (o it
as well., #&* Lumm techno/progres-
sive thrashers mekong delta con-
tinues lht. line dr: awn by the 1992
album “kaleidoscope ™. the new one
visions fugitives ™ is also more pro-
gressive than technothrashy. thought
there is only 4 usual songs and onc
20 min. classics orientated suite. ***
mystic charm’s (from Netherlands)
dcbut album “shadows of the un-
Anown " [irstly attracts the attention
for the female singer 1t would be pos-
sible to expect melodic gothic/doom
or smth like that. anyway. all hopes
arc doomed to be destroved - first of
all we should wait ncarly 4 minutes
(intro. va know. is very important
thing) until we hear the voice. and
the voice is somewhere in the
style of t g.warrior from celtic frost
and in general the music 1s a bit trite
doom mectal w/ c.f. influence
of tears
of the sky
light viclds

grcater art under the crescent  eves
upon the highest mountain
wer art - evil inside  netherworld
tears || tian wildhoney wildhoney  what-
cver that hurts  the ar  25th floor © gaia
visionaire  kalcidoscope  do you dream of me?
planets  pocket size sun || national razor
shiver no placc ago  back-stabber’s reunion
the virus — house on firc  bosko and admira
cold fall " potters field nsuspecting vd
friday  sabine - room 214 farewell || pyogenesis
- sweet x-rated nothings intro - fade away - swect
x-rated nothings 7 it’s on me 111 search - skykiss
these roads  golden sins © masquerade
through the flames  extasis || mekong delta
visions fugitives them  imagination  suite for
aroup and orchestra (introduction (the danecr
i dreams). preludium(lord Kevin's lament). alle-
gro (mhorams victory). dance (the corrupt)
Tugue (knowledge). postludium (lena’s daugh-
ter) the healer  davs of sorrow [] mystic ¢ i
shadows of the unknown shadows of the un-
known / mystic charms = window of reality
deadly embrace  saved soul - lost empire
beyond darkness vireinity
sickness ||

as day-

crushed endless



By taking a closer look into
America’s underground culture you
will notice the presence of a new breed
of thrashers - bands that don’t afraid
of going from a classic thrash metal
to a higher, more innovative level.
One of such bands is Nashua, New-
Hampshire based four-piece outfit
Psychosis. They definitely leads the
alternative direction of thrash metal
and has nothing to do with old Bay
Areca type stuff. Their aggression
sometimes tears out like Pantera, but
Psychosis are thousand times more
diverse than that new American metal
heroes. Psychosis turns their songs
into more psychedelic fields, their
music isn’t very straight, rather com-
plex (w/ acoustical parts, rap singing
burstouts, psychedelic grunge mo-
ments). By the way, the band started
in 1990 as speed/thrash act, but “soon
realized the limitations of such an ap-
/J/'mu’/l "and
tance of broadening their musical
boundaries”. They refused of already
tried path (“the late-eighties second-
rate thrash bands eventually caused
the scene'’s demise”) and turned to
alternative direction.

“discovered the impor-

more

Psy-

“h W F A

“These chemically imbalanced cranks temper
Biohazard-versus-Pantera steel cage matches of stomp and slam”

chosis opened for acts like Biohaz-
ard. Only Living Witness. GWAR
and soon (in November '92) signed
to Massacre Records (German label).
The band flew to Germany to record
“Squirm" - their debut album.

The summer of 1994 band spent
on tour in the USA and it seems that
they at least succeeded to escape from
the unexciting confines of the Nashua,
New Hampshire area. (“Basically the
local scene is dead - mainly because
of the economy” - states Lowell).
Psychosis played the Milwaukee
Metal Fest in Wisconsin, after then -
a peace festival in Chicago. The ma-
terial for their second album is almost
ready. “Most of the new songs have a
slower; gothic groove feel” says their
tour manager Matt Coe. For more
details about these freaks, read the
chat with singer Roddy Lowell.

What is Psychosis?

Psychosis is a general term for
any disorder of the mind.

Is your debut album “Squirm
100% completed work? Does it
represent Psychosis at all its
best?

Line-up:
Roddy Lowell -
Mario Previt - bass

lead vocals

Paul (Pogo) Deviller - guitars

Corey Audet - drums

Track list

Squirm (1993/Massacre Records)

Viston  Down = Surrounding - Move = Alpha
State  Bowl ' Divisions  Mutation -~ Running

the Mouth = Consider Life

Cracks / Drifting Phase

Through the

“Squirm’* is 100% completed. It
basically shows Psychosis at its best
at the time that the songs were writ-
ten, but, presently we have new ma-
terial that, to me, is better than
“Squirm”. As time goes on our mate-
rial improves.

Why have you recorded
“Squirm” in Germany? Why not
in your home country? You like
travelling by plane very much or
what?

We recorded “Squirm™ in Ger-
many partially because we wanted to
meet the people from Massacre
Records and also because we had never
been to Europe before and wanted to
go. The plane flight was OK., but we
got kind of bored after an hour or so,
at least we didn’t crash.

Tell us how the re-
cent band style was
formed? As far as I know
at first you tried to play
very fast metal, but
later refused of that
musical way...

After playing and writ-
ing for a while we basically
just worked our way up to
what we're playing now.
We've always had very
open minds towards music,
and try to incorporate our
different tastes in a taste-

ful manner. The new Psychosis
style just happened. It’s something
we're all comfortable with.

Well, how do you think, who
likes your music? You mix a lot
of different things, owing a bit
from Anthrax and Pantera with a
certain Alice in Chains feel.
Maybe you are trying to combine
together too much things?

There are many different kinds
of people at Psychosis shows. Metal,
grunge, death metal, punk/core, and
yes, even top 40 type people support
us. But, then again Pantera is top 40
now. so, sometimes it's really hard to
say who’s going to like the music and
who isn’t. All that really matters is
that we do.

What do you think about
bands which mix rap and metal
(Clawfinger, Rage Against The
Machine)?

Rap and metal is closer now than
ever before. My opinion is that the
subject matter in the songs of both is
very angry and sometimes depressed
It goes to show you the kind of feel-
ings that people have towards reality
and society... Downhill. As for Rage
Against  The  Machine and
Clawfinger thumbs up. | like their
styles, but that doesn’t mean that |
want 100 more bands like that to flood
the market.

Have you heard Alice in
Chains® “Jar of Flies”? Your im-
pressions.

I love Alice in Chains “Dirt".
As for “Jar of Flies”, it's OK. | like
their mello stuff. but “Sap™ was bet-
ter.

What do you think about
thrash metal? Is it popular style

with an intense to de\elop and
grow or is it the past stage? Your
thoughts about Pantera, The Or-
ganization and Sacred Reich?

I feel that there will always be a
crowd for thrash metal, and as time
goes on it will probably vary, but al-
ways keep its true roots. Thrash, for
me, is mostly past stage, but that all
depends on what the true definition
of thrash is. I love brutally heavy
music, but the fast stuff gets repeti-
tious sometimes, but the bands that
mix up heavy and some fast will keep
my attention. Pantera is cool, and 1
used to like Sacred Reich a lot, but |
haven’t heard their new album. | used
to like Death Angel a long time ago,
but | never heard The Organization.

Voi Vodg

I'm sure | will eventually

What bands could you men-
tion as your faves? Do you collect
CDs, LPs, tapes or anything else?

Some of my favorite bands are
Candlemass, Life of Agony. En-
tombed. Melvins, Tool. Infestation
(local), Obituary, Soundgarden,
Crowbar, Faith No More... It could
go on forever. | collect mostly CDs +
some tapes.

“Strange” is too soft word to
describe your music. You gave
plenty of freak and psychedelic
parts. It’s not a secret that band’s
name is Psychosis, so maybe you
guess where I am turning the
speech: Have you passed any
mental disorders of your mind in
the childhood? Do you live so
called “normal” life or maybe
vou practice sleeping in days and
murdering of “normal™ people at
nights?

Psychosis subject matter, for the
most part, reflects on my feelings (lyr-
ics) on the personality of others and
feelings inside myself. A mental dis-
order 1s hard to pin point because |
could be a psychopathic lunatic and
some would think I'm crazy, but that
would be “normal™ for me. and the
“normal” people would be insane in
my eyes. But 1 sleep nights and | fecl
murdering sometimes, during the day,
because some people are so fucking
stupid. ignorant, uscless, incompetent
and aggravating. | have yet to snap.

Tell please about the lyrical
concept of each song from
quirm"™?

“Vision” - regret.
“Down” - acceptance of depression.
“Surrounding” - signs of hatred reflect-

ing from oneself to everyone else. and

back. and forth. Ignorance passed
down the family tree.

“Move” - alcoholism

“Alpha State” - body and soul separa-
tion. A journey into the unknown.
Returning to the body and finding new
occupancy.

“Bowl” - a pot smoking procrastina-
tor that doesn’t give a shit.
“Divisions” - multiple personalities.
“Mutation” - the change of normal-
ity. Those who are frowned upon will
one day be the frowning.

“Consider Life” - anti suicide. My view
on what death could be. Black... Noth-
ing.

“Through the Cracks™ - is about some-

one who purposely takes advantage

of someone else,
that the person will overlook it. be-

because they know

cause they can’t lash back because of
the situation involving the two. But
“one day” they will be able to hold
back no longer.

Some words about:
a) NBA
[ hate basketball.
b) Football World Cup ’94 in USA
Violence is cool.
¢) drinking
[ love ginger ale, and milk with cook-
ies is great. Beer taste good but | don’t
like to be drunk so 1 drink alcohol in
moderation.
d) chewing gum
is OK, but keep your mouth closed.
No chomping.
e) T-Shirts
are about all 1 wear,
scum.
f) beggars
It's sad to sce so many people stary-
ing on the streets, but as for the drunks
and junkics, with no home. food o1

so | guess I'm a

money... Oh well... Pass the kats up.
g) Fidel Castro
Dick.

h) IBM PCs

Who needs people

i) cats

All animals are my friends,

people you could do without

Well, if you are still able to
something, say it bluntly

9

it's the

add
now!

I answered these questions to the
best of my ability. | hope everything's
cool (definitely is! -G-). Thank you
for your interest in Psychosis. Be
strong... Sce you soon.

-Giedrius-




Hey! How are the things today’ problem, or the biggest question. is which other songs a more eerily mood. The songs industry and that is what we try to promote
I’s 3 o'clock in the morming and | still side are you on! Peace is for me discovering have to “breathe”, if you know what | mean through our publication. “Fight Amnesia!” is
haven’t found the time to go to bed. some and understanding the world without wanting You don’t have to pack them with too many published quarterly and | ;nﬂ lots of my
Lithuanian magazine entitled “Edge of Time” to make profits. 11 1s a way of cooperation on instruments. They sometimes sound better 1f energy 1n it It runs on a nonprofit basis and
keeps me awake with its interview questions. ha a fair basis they are simply arranged. just guitar, bass and in the meanwhile 1t has more than 500
ha! A bit of cold outside. too many cigarettes. Anarchism is for me the only way to be drums readers all over the world. We are doing an
really tired free. If we should build up an anarchistic I just know only a few songs of Skyclad edition of 250 copies. but since it is a non
What are Into The Abyss doing this time? society we should enter it with empty hands ind | like them very much. But the biggest copyright fanzine, it 1s xeroxed by friends
I think the rest of the group are sleeping (Hey, hey, aren’t your ideas a bit utopic? -G-) influence that gave us the idea to use the violin and it 1s distributed through many
But seriously, we are doing new stuff for a Only those who don't own something are have been Van Der Graaf Generator and Sex underground centres all over the world. It is
second CD release in the beginning of 1995 really free. They don’t have to fight for Gang Children. Both use 1t in a way that does our contribution on supporting activities by
We are all very busy with booking activities and something. But till then. we have first of o not sound “folky” but somehow strange and people who deserve a better attention, but
try to put together a tour with Sweet William learn respect to each other, and more than that dark. Especially on “Just Another Voice...”, are not promoted in the major-press
We will return into the studio next week to we should learn to respect nature! my flesh begins to creep each time the violin because they don’t seem to be “lucrative”
rerecord a track from the “Marnrium" album Don’t you think that your lyrics are, so to plays! Real threatening stuff! enough
(“Banner of the Frav"), the reason 1s that we'll speak, a bit too “realistic™ (well, maybe in When will we hear your new album? Do Some words about:
appear on a CD compilation planed by Mic some songs only) for vour kind of music? vour new songs differ from the older ones? a) MTV
Mercer who is compiling material for his My lyrics have a quite pessimistic As [ said already, we hope to have it in Most of all clips on MTV are sponsored by

second “Gothic Book™ and that compilation character because this is the way | consider the beginning of this year. Oh yes, new songs Coca-Cola or some other monopoles. They
This is a very important initiation and we'll the society | live in. And this fits exactly with differ a lot from the “Martvrium" stwuff. They don’t choose the songs after some quality-
reach people all over the world with it! our music. My lyrics describe my personal have a more gothic character, are more principles. If you pay, you get the emission
More than a year has passed after the confrontation with modern-day society. But aggressive, the vocals are performed much of your video-chip. | heard that a band paid
release of “Martyrium” What do you think as you said, not most of all are realistic. You better, they have more passion and more 20000 DM for one single emission!
about this album now? can expect some other themes on our new energy. We use the violin on two tracks and a b) druggs
Sull like it very much, we still play the songs, but there will still be some lyrics in the soprano saxophone on another one. The lyrics I'm not against drugs as long as they don't
tracks on our live shows. We are most of all a control your life. Hard drugs are a bit of

shit

¢) Sharon Stone

I prefer Madonna! If you want to act as a
bitch, then choose the right way. please!

d) Stephen King

I like some books of him, ['ve read “Shining”
and “Stark: The Dark Half". great stuff! But
he shouldn’t write always that long stories

live band and keep on changing parts from the
Martyrium™ songs. do more harder versions

on stage. After a year, we can say we could do
this and that better on the album, but all in all
we are satisfied

What could you say about Spectre
Records? Are you satisfied with the
promotion & distribution of “Martyrium”
album?

Spectre Records is ran by real nice

it's a bit boring sometimes

e) Erich Maria Remarque

How did you know that? He 1s one of my

favorite literary authors. ['ve read “The

Power of Love” and “Nothing New From the

Western Front”. Excellent stuff which

reflects exactly my opinion on war/peace

and on human relations. Brilhant!

15 sold out and Spectre will repress the album X f) classical music

ery soon. The album has done quite well in b 5 to The Abyss I like classical music very much, [ used to

Australia, UK, France and Greece. Finally we : B R & (fram Germany )to hear a lot of it at home as my parents used

e 1o 50% a Greek band S to put on some records. When I grew up [
You discovered some composers for myself and

gothic/alte they are still among my faves: Schonberg,

Berio, Stravinsky. Zappa. Boulez, Cage.

people, but since it 1s a small label. we have

1e problems with their promotion. | think
that the most promotion for “Martyrium " has
been ran by ourselves and the German
distributor SPV hasn’t distribute the album
ery well. But the first edition of 1000 copies

band could be considered as
native one, though there are clear
metal influences in your music (in songs like

“(War) Against Their Will”, “Research x g gic and gloom 3 Varese, but even some older stuff such as
Without Conscience™). What is metal, thrash = The band was fasmed in 1987 by three Rimsky-Korsakov, Mussorgsky, Borodin
metal for you? - “Greak students in Danmstadt (Frankfurt g) 2 Unlimited

| think that we are a very open-minded ik ¥ & area) {8 the beginning they played dark The female singer looks quite good, haha!
band. We discovered m just before three . 3 wavelpost purk; but after some years be- Not bad to listen to when you drive by car at
years for ourselves and were quite surprised . %o S gan fo ‘explore new musical forms”. Two night and start getting tired
by listening 1o bands such as Cathedral or SR S 2 - demos {The Frozan Mmffs {88) and "Songs h) driving license
My Dying Bride. Originally I thought that PrEn L About Martyrs & Cringls {90} were released, I nearly lost it before two months when |

erything related to metal sounds like Iron : - 1he band sppeared (and constantly appears) on drove over a red light, but it's OK now

Maiden which | don’t hike at all!! Our new
drummer comes originally from the metal
1sh and
metal bands before he joined
the band. [ would say that doom metal has

*t yanous compilation tapes/CBa tmostly in gothic/ i) caps
alternative music anes). In spite bf deep participa-
tion in gothie scene; 'Manynum ‘definitely turns a band
to more melal music. This album came out in Novem-

If you mean “cops”, the answer is “FUCK
THE POLICE!", if you mean “cups™, | didnt
enjoy the world-cup last summer because of

genre and used 1o play in th

progressi

the course of the Greek team. But it was a

i awg;mmm un;m,i’p..awfé‘,'."S#' plessure for my eyes sseing Germany losing

the match versus Bulgana, hehehe! But if you
really mean “caps”, | don’t like putting any

been a very big influence for us m the last
two years as we discovered that we could

express our emotions through this kind of

music very well. Doom is not that far from ? M!hcieargomncvocalsandwohn though of my head!
gothic and we love combining both to create sometimes melancholic and psychedelic parts bursts out into J) enrs .
more depressive sound thrashing rage. Well, “rage” isn't the most proper word to use still haven’t got one, but a comfortable van
Tell about the lyrical concept of here, because the music is not angry. That ‘metalic’ places for the band would be OK!
“Martyrium™? What do vou call could be described as “sentimental thrash”. Romantic and (comments: the further, the more foolish)
“martyrium”? nostalgic melodies sound through all the way you're listening (conclusion: time to stop)
I like this question very much. First of to the album and after that. Interview with Janis Kalifatidis Last words you would like to pass to
Wl the word “martyrium” is related to the waits for you this cruel world...

way people live their lives. Most of them We had an vitation by Lithuaman goth

nd Siela

have to live 1n agony and fear. It is the eat stff!) 1o play in your

martyrium of life. Most people don’t live country last summer. Unfortunately 1t didn’t
really. they just survive. It is also a martyrium style of “Martyrium on that songs are inspired by the 19th work. We look forward to come next
if you think over those things, if you think In “Dumb Crutches™ there are the lines century’'s romantic and gothic literature summer
over the course of our society and the future “We did never try to change the conditions of (Coleridge. Poe) We wish all the best luck to Lithuanian
of our planet. What could we do to stop our lives™. But do we have to try to change What are your thoughts about techno people and especially to the music scene
greed and corruption? Is there anything we them? electronic/ambient music? Nowadays there are Communicate with each other, get in touch
should do at all? Those questions lead into a This is a song about people who live their lots of such bands. Some of them sing in with people from all over the world. Thanx
psychic martyrium, torture our psyche but lives m ignorance. THEY should try to change German and it fits quite good to such kind of for this really cool interview, one of the best
help also to discover our inner self and to their lives. Each one of us is born to live his music. Have you ever mind about singing in we ever did. All the best of luck for your
dive to the own soul. We categorize her live in a creative way. We don’t come mto German in Into The Abyss? magazine!
peo i martyrs, ignorants and criminals life just to make family, kids and to labour ull [ like ambient music in the way Brian Eno,
First have to spend their lives on the run, the day we'll die, it’s much more than that Robert Fripp and Harold Budd did that Also - Giedrius -
they don’t give in. But it is their OWN People should start thinking about the some 4AD bands in the style of Cocteau
decision and that’s why they are free equilibrium of the World, it’s not only Twins. [ hate techno! (well, well... -G-) But | Into The Abyss,

T'he tracks on “Martvrium ™ describe the consuming and buying video-cameras, etc love industnal stuff in the style of Einsturzende c/o Janis Kalifatidis,
hopes and fears people have. There are Let’s get philosophical. What would you Neubauten or Throbbing Gristle very much Alicen Str. 27,
songs about the above categories in almost choose as a man: MONEY or HONOUR? Some electronic bands are also interesting, for D-64293 Darmstadt,
every way. The life-martyrium can lead In our band we express our deepest example KFMDM and of course Alien Sex Germany
person into madness and even mto death emotional world. We are not in it for the Fiend. German is not my native language. Greek
("Madman and “Swingin" Scythe™) money and wouldn’t sell our characters to get is it [ plan to sing a song in Greek some day

Continuing on your lyrics, it inspired neither money nor honour! For me music 1s not but not any concrete plans yet. | don’t think f
me to ask vou, what do vou think about a means to an end, i's mental reedom! that German would be suitable with our music n OStrlp

a) war & pacifism Who's idea was to use a violin in your it would somehow steal the sensibility our

b) anarchism music? By the way, you (I().ll'l use it in every songs have. It sounds not bad on those Line-up:

a) [ hate war because 1t is made by song, are you afraid that it would get bored? German electro-gothic acts, but not on Into Faiiis Kalifatidis- voodls, giiitars, é-bow
paranoids. | don’t think that there is a good Or just not every song needs a violin parts? The Abyss Kostas Tzeras<Bass -
and a bad side in a war. People grow up with What do you think about Skyclad? I know that you make “Fight Amnesia!” » ) ¢
some national ideals and are lead into war to This was the idea of the whole band. The fanzine. Tell more about it. Jens Gellner - drums
fight for plastic things. Wars are made for violin first appeared on the song “Madman’ Yes, “Fight Amnesia!” is a news-zine, Helmet Eckstein - violin
profits. They only give mainly western 1o give it a more paradox and “insane” which contains lots of contacts from the
countries the ¢ n;u(mmn\ to sell weapons to character. The melody on that song expresses worldwide underground movement. mainly Track list
the poor nations exactly the emotions of a man kept against from the gothic alternative metal genres. It 1s a “Martyrium” (1993/Spectre Records)

Pacifism... It's a quite peaceful time in his'her will in a lunatic asylum. It is a fictive way to communicate with people and bring Martyrs ~ Banner of the Fray = Just Another
Germany right now. Everybody is free to text and the melody on the refrain sounds people, that have never met each other Voice... (War) Against Their Will ' Research
labor or die. free to slave or to starve. This quite strange... We don’t use it in every song together through mail. There 1s a wide and very Without Conscience '~ Dumb Crutches
is not the way | imagine a peaceful world because we think that it doesn’t fit to the rest worthy network of labels, bands, zines, etc Madman / Swingin® Scythe
There's an opened war in all fronts. The It is an additional instrument and gives the which exits far from the established music- i




1. Salve! To what music are you listening now?
Maybe to DREAM THEATER? Have you heard
their latest CD?

No! - first of all [ would say that I do not listen to
)REAM THEATER. and | am sorry to say that I have

eard their latest CD either: | do not like the prog

cause of their high-pitched vocals and all that

C laying. On the contrary I like music with
dark vocals and simple playing, like for instance THF
SISTERS OF MERCY is my favorite band. That 1s
simple music!!! Yet they are the g
ing to my liking T.S.O.M. [ listen to mostly Gothic
rock, but also a lot to 4AD, Ethereal and E(lectronic)
B(ody) M(usic), and apart from that I sometimes lis
ten to some blackmetal and doom gothicmetal but |
seldom spend much ume on the latter ones

2. Your opinion about your demo. What bad words
could you say about it? How were the responses
and how many copies are sold?

I sull listen to the demo, but not too much now, be-
cause we have recorded a promo now, which by the

eatest!!! Accord

way we are not going o spread, and [ listen to that
whenever | want to listen to ourselves. Any bad
words... huh... yes. my vocals in the beginning of
“A Song by the Hearth?!” suck big time, I sound
like a goddamn faggot, | hate it!!! Apart from
that there is some slackening on the beat of
the drums. Yetall in all I think that it s very
good when the fact that we are fresh is taken
into consideration. The response has been
good both from labels. ‘zines and private
people, so all m all we have sold approxi
mately above 300 copies, and 80-90 of them
have been sold locally. which by the way is
the highest amount here!!!

3. Earlier you played mainstream Death,
now turned your music to the Gothic side
of music - so what will be the future -
maybe you'll throw out the elements of
Death just like THE GATHERING did on
their “Almost A Dance”? And do you see
the future for Death Metal?

We played mainstream only for a short while
and we only made three songs which of

course were some standard, more or less
shitty, songs in the vein of ACHERON. At
that ime we did not have the full lineup e1

ther: 1t was only Tommy, Pal, Kjetl
Gudmundsen (...the drummer of OSIRIS

) who at the time helped us out, and me

After Lorentz, Hein Frode and finally Liv

joined the band everything developed into
more melodic, aesthetic and, yes, also some-
what Gothic stuff. We did not turn towards
gothic-like music because it's trendy at the
time being, but because standard Death
I1s boring and has no feeling... except
hate and all that bullshit!!! 1'd say that we
are a band that deal with the romantic side
of life. To throw out the elements of Death

of our music would mean that I would have to change
my manner of “singing”, which I would gladly do
but [ feel, that my voice sucks and [ hate hearing my

norma

voice, so all in all everything depends on

me. [ [ were in charge [ would have started playing
gothic rock!!! And by the way, Death Metal has no
future at all, at least, not in my home! But Doom
Gothic still has
4. Some big labels such as Adipocere recs. wanted
to sign you after the release of the first demo, you
had some suggestions from other labels too, but
vou chose Massacre recs. Why? For how many
records have vou signed with Massacre?
1"d say that Massacre is a big label, and accordingly
the g ger financial backing, and they
also have a good distribution and there are also lots
" other positive sides. yet there's one thing that is

eusabi

can g

tive: since it is such a big label we do not get to
nally involved with the people due to their
lot of other bands to take care of too. I am
v that we did not sign with Adipocere, Chns-
1 very nice guy and all, but [ assume that
i s without saying that the choice fell on Massa
re. W ve signed for two CDs and one Mini-CD

be per

T'he first album will, hopefully. be released in Feb
March - 95 and after that we will have to see when
the next album or mini album will come
5. Now tell about your upcoming CD. Will it dif-
fer from your demo, and will there be the songs

from the demo tape? Why did you choose Dan
Swano as a produce
We are still ( ... at the time this is written.. ) making
s for the new CD, and all I can say is that, |
nk
vet the new material is a bit more calm than the demo

that all of our songs differ from each other,

without this ultraslow Doomy stuff; it’s
more of raced. We will take three songs from
the demo, “A Song by the Hearth?!”, “A Hamlet
for a Slothful Vassal” and “Dying - 1 only feel Apa-
thy™". to put on the album, but, if we manage to make
et another new song before it's time to enter the
studio we will not use “A Song by the Hearth?!” on
our album. due to its being too Deathmetallish and
accordingly the worst song of our demo. Dan was

nply chosen because he is a great producer (
especially the GODSEND album... ) and because he
is an “old” friend of Hein Frode’s. Except from that
his rates are rather low, and we know that he can
contribute with advice to us

6. Your female vocals sound more than good.
Wouldn’t you like to leave only female vocals for
your music? Why? What - do you think - female
vocals give to metal music?

No, no, no! If we were to leave only female v
for the music some of the * 3 -
We often receive positive comments on the
dialogue, and the contrast between Liv and me

to find myself a new “jc

left with me because we are boyfriend g

e started from scratch
underground. | suppose I would becc
revengeful if | was kicked out of the band, because

it was P3l and me who first started the band

gives more feeling and beauty to 1t, and [ do not
nales should not be in a metal

Some bands, like PYOGENESIS for ex-
ample, say that to use female vocals in doom
metal has become too popular nowadays, so the
bands which still use them are too standard.
Don’t you think so?

THE 3RD AND THE MORTAI

This band comes from Norway. And
what do you start to think now? *“Oh,
God - again these blacker
Gothic/Doom/Death at i
Theatre Of Tragedy plays. Their
4 track EP released in May 1994 is one
of the two best records 1've heard this

ic gothic music with male
and female vocals. But it isn’t that kind
singing when male sings and female
singing takes ~20 seconds in the song -
here both singers are just like... talking.
? - you may ask. Really
It’s the feeling the musi
That’s not all. Lyrics (which, by the way,
are very unusual, therefore - fine) are
strongly influenced by mid-english lan-
guage due'to Raymond’s burying his
nose in books by the |
and Tolkien. Sometimes their music
leaves metal zone and then you can feel
it. So, everything is all
right, but one thing... I'd like to hear
more gothic vocals, not so deathish ones.
But everything changes and the CD which
must be out ifi a couple of days perhaps
will show more gothic side of the band.

and none of us is valua
e another band in which there

rs that use their singing ¢
nicate, like for instance in a play. OK
one other that | have heard doing
which is a gothic rock band from

Sweden. vet they only do it on one song!
I do not see why PYOGENESIS is na

e nothing to complain

d etc.: they
it because their new albu
PARADISE LOST. THE CURE and TYPI
O'NEGATIVE things!!!

8. One song from your demo - “Saliloquy™ - is ab-
solutely unusual. Who created it and why did you
decide to put it on your demo?

‘Soliloquy ™ we had tc
other so

s a total nip-off of

m the demo because the
ather t
Solil )

ind three songs

ant. though

s an instr

studu a
to include 1t

9. Norway is (in)famous for its Black Metal scene
all over the world, and you are like the exception.
Are there many bands which play music like yours
and people who are interested not in Black Metal,
but in Gothic/Doom? Have you played many gigs

in Norway

Gothic Do
ger in Norw

Now some facts from the bands histo
was formed on one sombie and eerie day

of winter-92 in the cold northern wastes of
Norway. The first name of the group was
Asmodeu, as far as | understand they
played something like traditional death, the.

singer Raymond I. Rohonyi wrote wicked

Iyrics (about heartache and death) which
he didn’t understand and everything didn’t
seem to be very cool. But the group has
undergone series of lineup changes,
changed the name to cliched Suffering
Grief and with the new steady lineup the
band soon discovered that with their new
musical style they need even further explo-
rations of uncharted waters and therefore
the second singer - Liv - joined the band.
The style changed even more - now it’s
yesterday’s gothic rock combined with
metal of modern time. At the end band
changed their name to Theatre Of Trag-

edy, released perfect demo, sent it to 23

different labels, signed with Massacre |
records (which is willing to invest
DMS50000 in the first TOT album) and
now everything is all right. I’'m talking too
much, better read the interview with

Raymond, who’ll tell everything himself.
- Audrius -

Black Metal.. [ think.. or perhaps it is equal.. or the

other way around. | actually do not know! Yet | knov
that we have GODSEND, THE 3RD AND THE
MORTAL & ATROX here
urs, and | think there
¢/Doom . also th

that play music similar t
e that
e like
s that [

<15 that if

much, s
|

e only

we are a

played three gigs as until now, yet we have had m.

offers but we have had to turn them down bec

we need to concentrate on finishing the songs for
the album

10. Many bands nowadays are influenced by mys-
ticism, gothic novels yet vour lyrics are influenced
by.. Shakespeare!!! Quite unusual! Is
Shakespeare your favorite writer, why don’t you
put thoughts of modern writers into your music?
Was the choice of Theatre of Tragedy’s name in-
fluenced by ShaKespeare too?

You can add to your list that there are tons of lyrics

on gore, death and all that other corny shit! There

I wanted to create lyrics that are nontypical

1e choice fell on, as you have mentioned

et it1s not due to his being my favor
& Anne Rice are. but
uful and tull

risms, which to me makes 1t very

not: Tolkie

cause his la 1ge 1s so |

ecial. | know

that it sounds as if the “Theatre o
is influenced by Sh

speare, but | ensure you

I ed the name long time before started read-
rks, and luckily it has resem

blances to the lyrics. The modern authors cannot

of his

equal Shakes;

s grandness, and they al

ways inclu

which as you c
tally a

with son

1 the society, as

these 1 socialist-authors
do!!

11. Yeah, it’s strange. Many bands from
Norway are very proud (some even (oo
proud) being born in Norway and find
their musical inspiration only in the
folklore of Norway, but I - maybe I'm
wrong - can’t find details from Norwe-
gian folklore in your creation. Does the
Norwegian colouring give special
meaning for vour music?

It is correct that ['m born in Norway. but

I’m not of Norwegian origin (... though |
feel like one... ), so ['m not “into” this
folklore stuff: | have national feeling

then why should | write about this

untry, its beauty and 1ts folklore |

e it to Black Meta
12. Metal is very strongly connected
with relig

:ople to dc
I 1

n. you can see it in the lyr-

ics of the bigger part of metal bands -
but it seems you have absolutely no in-
terestinit. Isit true? What do you think
of an organizations such like Black
Metal Council and satanism?

mao there

You are correct... on the d e
on, but | ha

no lyrics concerning relig
written one lately “To these Words | be

held no Ton etinitldonotc

which is correct and which 1s not. Fach
individual should choose himself herself

[ myself do not

Shit... is this questions a punishment for our com
ing from Nor
al

ind not playir

s get this fuckin® quest

band do res
do not conform

itanyway. Of cour

what their points of
them for their beliefs! [
bad

13. In which century would you like to live? Why
I am satisfied with the centu 11n nov

I am situate

Why? Because 1 would not stand being without my
beloved stereo, TV, computer and all the other thir
that m:

things will be th

e life more convenient. Of course these

m a modified version, in the

future too, but [ feel that everything would be too
mechanical then

14. Stupid question; which way of death would
vou choose to die and why?!

a) to be eaten by sharks:

b) to be eaten by aborigines;

¢) to fall from the 101st floor.

Without any time I« nsider this

cho f
dreamed of being able t
ifnot for long. but it would t

true. Apart from that death would ha

quickly, that | would not have felt any pain

15. Last words.

Well, Audrius, thank you for this (long)

vas, of course. a pleasure to answer it! Apart fron

that | would say that all Gothic' Death-rock bands
he )

ite

| 10 write to me at

e mentioned addr anybody ha
thing on THE SISTERS OF MERCY, THE FIELDS
OF THE NEPHILIM. STILL PATIENT? Ornay other
Gothic-rock bands or

Chronicles then please get in touch v

Address:

c/o Raymond Rohonyi
Prestoyveien 24

4052 Royneberg
Norway




Hi, Sotiris. At first, tell the main facts from Sep-
tic Flesh history... By the way, what is so strange
band’s name related to?

We were formed in March "90 and we have released
1 demo entitled “Forgotten Path”, amini - LP from
Black Power entitled “Temple of the Lost Race " and
a full length album entitled “Mystic Places of Dawn "
from Holy Rec. We have changed two drummers
and now we use Kostas as session, the rest line-up
remains the same: Spiros (voc. = bass), Chris (gui
tar) and me, Sotiris (guitar). The name 1s a simple
death metal name but we have used to it

Well, lets look at the very beginning. The first step
was “Melting Brains™ track which appeared in
several compilations. What do you think about it?
We were very excited then because we understood
that we had the right ““chemistry” to “build” some-
thing good. Of course, we weren't so experienced
then and it 1s outdated now but it was the beginning

And then debut demo followed. What was the re-
sponse on it (“Melting Brains™ got very good re-
views as I heard)? How would you value “For-
gotten Path” today?

The demo was sold out (800 copies). The music was
rawer then and the lyrics too, but there were also
some parts full of mystery

Yea, we're talking about all releases in turn as
vou can notice. “Temple of the Lost Race” sud-
denly saw a daylight. It was recorded rather
quickly after first demo, I could say. But second
or even third tape follows usually. Why was the
mini- LP next? How much time did it take up ‘til
that vinyl was sold out? And were you completely
satisfied with your release?

Maybe 1t seems that the period between the demo
and the mini - LP was not so long but we worked so
hard (one of the main reasons that Jim, our drum-
mer then left the band) that we matured, so we re-
leased 1. But we are not satisfied from Black Power
It wasn't distributed well, and many people were

asking for it but couldn’t find it, especially when
the first cut was sold out. As I am learning, now
that we released our new album, Black Power found
the opportunity to cut new copies. Anyway

OK, there were even more releases (“Morpheus
(The Dream Lord)™ as promo as | know) but lets
go further. You are signed by Holy Records. Have
there been any suggestions from other labels?
Why did you choose that one namely?

We had also some other proposals from companies
but Holy had the best offer. Also a hig plus was that
we knew the people of Holy and they

gained our trust
So, some contract is already a success, | guess.
Much more, Holy Rec. is rising French label and
vou got a deal just for 2 albums. Are you pleased
with Holy? Are you going to change label after
the second album?

We are pleased from Holy
more in the future
to say what is going (o happen. We'll release the
second with them and after we’ll see what will be

and | think 1t will rise
About the third album is too early

best for us

I'hus, the debut LP is out now. It consists of 9
ry long tracks (total timing over 55 minutes).
How much time did it take to create such compo-
itions? Who writes Septic Flesh Iyrics and who
creates music”? What are you deriving your ideas
fron
I'write the lyrics and a great part of the music. Spiros
and Chris also contribute to the music. [ read a lot
of stuff that makes me think, also there are so many
feelings that | want o express. that the only thing
that 1 do1s to let them “flow”. Then it’s a matter of
time to connect them and create a composition. Usu-

ally it takes long time because we want everything
1o be perfect so we let the time pass to secure the
newborn song will excite us the same some months
later. The songs of the album took us a year to be
completed

Recording took place 6 weeks. Was it connected
with long songs or what? Is it enough to record
good album to your mind?

No, good is not enough. The reason we spent so
much time in the studio was that we
wanted to create our own sound, so we
searched a lot and worked very hard to
give our best to ourselves and
our audience
“Mystic Places of
Dawn™ was recorded
at the Storm 24-track
studio (Nightfall & Rotting
Christ did their last albums
here too). Is that the best
studio in Greece? What
could you say about Magus
Wampyr Daoloth of
Necromantia, your producer?
We recorded in Storm for two
reasons, because it
was less expensive
and because we
wanted Daoloth to
be our producer. He
1s good at his job,
very patient and a
friend that knew
our music and un-
derstood how we
wanted to sound
Well, it’s time to
talk about your
music. It was de-
scribed as “Devas-
tating Dreamy
Death metal™ with
technical parts
and depressing
melodies. I could
add “Emotional
Death™ with touch
of doom, ones call it atmospheric. Oh, what’s the
hell, lets leave all these marks! How would you
characterize band’s music yourself?

Pale and Heavy

If return to your debut, it would be mentioned
one is very strong. Whisper with low roaring vo-
cals, excellent gu solos, drums, bass with key-
boards and violin, slow parts and fast riffs, and
at last the whole orchestra in “Mythos™ - every-
thing is tuned very well. How did you receive such
technical sounding? Will Septic Flesh
experimentalize with some other effects in the fu-
ture?

We are not afraid to experimentalize as long as that
doesn’t hurt the composition and the feelings we
want Lo express. The orchestration of the songs is a
very important element in our music, so we are try-
ing to give the right music line to the right instru-
ment. That makes our sound technical

I consider, your sounding is rather original. But
maybe you have some influences in your mus
What's about your faves?

We like many different things ke Cirith Ungol,
Celtic Frost, Mercyful Fate, Dead Can Dance,
Fates Warning. Venom, Dany Elfman, ancient
Greek music, etc

Death metal rose several years ago. There were

The first and therefore the best Oriental Doom Death
band ORPHANED LAND was born in [srael. Wow,
again Israel! It seems that our mag should have a
correspondent in this country. So, ORPHANED
LAND, without doubt is the best band in Israel

Let's have a look at the past. The beginning of the
group could be found in project RESURRECTION
where the singer Kobi Farhi showed his talent. But
itwas only a project. and ORPHANED.LAND 5t
dation marks the new era of thses'mustetans, Guys
created their own concept - to play: DoomDesth
combined with Middle Eastanentality. Just like the
bridge between (he:East andthe West. the guugiist
Yossi Sasi agrees wigth that " Yes, we dre somwhere
between, since. wedive i man sgsternplace thathas a
lot ofthe Westerm wortd By the way, ORPHANED
LAND: was Tormied i the town called Petah:Tikva
(as 1 know, thore are lots ofy russing emigranis), which
18 Ao for 18 Dy ds sichoas DI
VIRELUST and SUBSTANCE FOR GOD, and, it
seems this town hecame the Eiggest NDoom sentre
in Israel. And nobodyckiows, why it tumedio be s6

‘Although Tel-Avitis the centre of T ACHVIY here.of:

mcnl music, and thebest bands aré Divipe Lust,
Substance for God. Betrayer, Salem and Predator”
- says Yossi). But it doesn’t matter, anyway Or-
phaned Land has got the chance when they become
the support act for Cathedral & Tiamat tour in [s-
rael, which, as the guys say, had an influence on
their first years. They didn’t play live too much (for
12 imes) but already in April 1993 entered digital
16 track studio where the first demo “The Beloved’s
Cry” (which contains 40 minutes of Fastern Etnic
Doom Death Metal) was released. | couldn’t man-
age to clear up what the guys think about this demo
now (they answer in the way like that: “We always
feel that we can do more, but we have pride in every
release. We try to achieve beetter on all terms in ev-
ery recording we do”, - and that’s all, you can think
what you want), anyway it had got good responses
from all over the world, and “Holy Records” showed

an interest in this unique band from Israel. Nothing
more has left but to go to the best studio in Israel
and to

suppose this one is as much
important as music and
words must be related to mu-
- sic. These ones are connected
> in your songs as much as
possible, all that makes cer-
tain mood an that’s great.
-

original acts at the very beginning. But then tons
more were formed and now many of them have
almost the same sound. Others understood that’s
important to change usual death and received
original sounding. However, there're rather many
doom / atmospheric / gothic bands at the current
moment. What do you think about their future?
Could every group create an original music?
The good bands will survive. Of course, it is very
important for the bands to create original music, but
that’s not easy. Inspiration and hard work are not
the elements you can find in the most bands.
From music up to lyrics. 1

What's your opinion about
this? How could you com-
ment groups kinda Vis-
ceral Evisceration which
creates such brilliant mu-
sic as Doom metal
and such disgust-
ing, vile lyrics
about... genitals!?
In my opinion the
lyrics must fit with
the music and not
destroy the feel-
ings of the songs
You created excel-
lent composition
“Mythos™ in 2
parts besides of 8
songs, melan-
cholic and depres-
sive, emotional
and brutal ones at
the same time.
How did the idea
of “Mythos™ ap-
pear?

We wanted to cre-
ate a musical journey through time without the limi-
tation of the usual death metal instruments and with-
out lyrics so that the audience could let their imagi-
nation free

You came from Greece, wonderful Ancient land.
Are the titles of your songs connected with the
greatest realm of the past? What are those “Mys-
tic Places of Dawn™?
It 1s about all that hidden knowledge that lies for-
gotten in the Past. Humanity lost its way to the truth
following religion of deceit. Our ancestors one by
one renounced their inheritance, most times even
destroyed it, in exchange with false security and the
ignorance of the herd. As you can see from the lyr-
ics | love the Past. Maybe | am a romantic but |
have no affection with what | see in our days
There was rather little information about Greek
metal scene still some years ago. And this time
it’s rising very fast. Such acts as Nightfall, Rot-
ting Christ. Varathron, etc. (and you, of course)
are well-known already. What could you tell about
your underground? Is it true that most of Greek
bands play black metal?

It is not, but the most famous bands play black
metal. | believe that our scene has a lot to give to
the underground. Just wait and see!

And several words about gigs. I got an informa-

— i —
or Sadness, Orphaned Land plays absolutely dif-
ferent kind of music. And already the beginning of
the  first

record the

first  CD
“Sahara”
(dom't know (
what to
think - i
which gt
ture . the URiANED

guySare go-
ing with this
mame.of al-
bumj. which
contains:y®
trax (the. last
Pne.1s a re-
masterad

track makes
you shout -

H no, i've

The Bridge | ...
y The song

e waen “Aidiar Al
S Mukadisa.
me East & (“The Holy

Island Of [s-
rael )
dogsn it
lefive ity
hapes. 1o,
find ana-
Togues = at’s

not meta

song from
demo) of
crushing:niind Eastern: Doom:Dedth, 1'liked-abso-
futely all refesses-offloly Records™ and "

CDsshows, that the la-
bel slit}: has:qhe ballg
and know¥sghat to do
Orphaned Land’s:mu-
sic structure 1s based
upon metal music (vo*
cals - sometimes they
are brutal like death
metal and sometimes
Kobi sings in the nor-
mal way you can also
find female vocals - as
it is used to be in
Doom nowadays), but
guitar riffs are Oriental
and all the spirit of mu-
sic isn’t sad, but - sa-
cred, it isn’t Godsend

its nogrock,
Thasn’t any kmnd“of thing you can expect in_metal
band’s disc. 100% of Onental muste-and fyrics are
taken from..‘the
“Halek™ _praising
words attd The Bible
book “Tehilim”. It
makes you feel fine
By the way, the band

uses some
untraditional instru-
ments - Tarbuko,
Knnoon, Aud etc,

which were played
by Yossi and some
session musicians
(on gigs guys do it on
samplers). The sec-
ond half of the album
gives even more sat-
isfaction than the

this beforet:

tion that you were voted as the best metal act of
Greece in the Greek metal festival even before
debut album was released. How did such success
come out? What’s more important - work in the
studio or live show? If you use special effects
during concert or just play? Are you going (o
spend much time on tours?

That happened long time ago and it was another one
reason that we released a mini - LP and not a sec-
ond demo. We love to play live and meet our audi-
ence, there is so much energy but, of course, the
work in studio is also important even though it is
boring. We would like to spend more time on tours
Also we want to use special effects but that's is not
possible with the money that we have now

Yea, we talk about Septic Flesh as a band rather
much. But there’s another side of every musicians
life. How do you spend your leisure? Who are
your favourite writers, artists, composers? Are
you interested in Ancient Greece history and
mythology?

Yes, | am interested in everything that reflects the
Past. Also | like books that help me travel in the
realms of fantasy, some fave writers are Assimof,
Robert Howard, Moorckok and of course H. P
Lovecraft. From composers | prefer Mozart and
Stravinsky and from artists Giger. Usually if [ don’t
read [ spend my free ime going out with friends
One philosophical question. “Mystic Places of
Dawn™, “Dreamy Emotional Death”, “The Dream
Lord”, “Mythos™... So what do you think about
such things as religion, dreams, visions and death
at last? Do you believe in life after death and
soul’s reincarnation?

I see religion as the ruler of the weak. We are the
visions of Gods and they are visions of us. Life is a
dream into a God’s dream. Death is the end of the
dream but can also be a transition to another dream
Finally reincarnation is a myth made for those who
feel unsecure to face the unknown beyond so they
prefer to believe that they’ll return in the already
known reality of the flesh

Well, I suppose you are tired because of this long
interview. So the last words would b
Thanks for your support and good luck to Edge of
Time. By the way it is a great name!

- Birute -

“The Beloved's Cry” - traditional Doom
song, others don’t go too far from the style's
rames, but the Oriental spint fills all the music
andmakes it sound not like other bands. Lyrics are
interesting too. You can find God’s name in each
songs and all lyrics are based on “Koran”. Have
you seen it before? But for me it's strange, when
band lives in Israel and is so strongly influenced
B¥:dslam culture.  Yossi explains the situation
“Welliwe admire [slam as a religion and are influ
enced by it: but we're Jews and we believe Juda
1sm is the'strongestreligion, God 1s mighty one in
both of them. so thai’s the:connection”. Yeeees
these:guys-are not fram Norway:no doubt! Well,
whatelse regarding fyrics? The main themes - sad
ness;‘death; Tove (lastone). fomantim.poelry, re
Bgion - written by a person who knows his work
So"Sshars - momscopimon - 18 the best €D ever
refeased i Israsls By the way, the hest rexponses

- the band has gov from shroad; so theyden’t worry
andd are downg  new: CDwhich probably-will be
released in-theiend oF 1985 "And, as the band 1s
completelysatisfied with #8ahara”, there will not
be 100 many changes in A next work, guys aren’t
going to cut-off r death metal (“it’s what we first
started from!”) and forget Oriental music. So lis-
ten to this music of war- enreation (\\hILh lives
it’s life, as they say “routinely and peacefully”)

Address: Yossi Sassi,
Rothild st, 15/B, 49340

Petah-Tikva, Israel

first one




Get in the ship and
start a journey “out
there somewhere”
As the first album of

Yorkshire based space
navigators Ship of
Fools titled "Close Your
Eyes (Forget The
World) " gave you a
chance to close your
eyes and immerse your
self into the dreamland,
the second one "Out
There Somewhere "
(released in September
'94) takes you in an
hour long vovage
through eternity in the
diesel space ship - this
cosmic ambient
electronic instrumental
music takes you in
trance. “‘Out There
Somewhere " is more
guitar oriented in
comparison with the
debut album (guitarist
Oko - First Guitar Lord
of the Quella - joined the
band). Besides usual
instruments (like guitar,
bass & kevboards) band
uses tin whistle, flute,
teental tabla. Ship of
Fools differs from other
bands of similar kind
with their space sincere,
lyrical approach to the
music, they are a kind of
opposite to all that
mechanically electronic
techno/ambient/euro
body music acts.
Interview was done with

bass player Sputnik.

Ship of Fools noise factor:
Sputnik - Bass Guitar

lez - Keyboards

Damian - Keyboards

Mick Reed - Acoustic Drums
Andy - Electric and Acoustic Gui-
tar, Mandolin, Gliss

Oko - Guitar

Track hists

“Close Your Eyes (Forget The World)™”
(1993 Dreamtime/Peaceville)

In The Wake Of Where s Here

Passage By Night = L=8D2
S.O.L."93 ' Starjumper ~ Western
Lands = Close Your Eyes (Forget

The World)

“Out There Somewhere”

(1994 Dreamtime/Peaceville)
Elevator | Diesel Spaceship / First
Light * Guidance Is Internal = Out
There Somewhere
Eternal Guidance

From Time

Ship of Fools - quite a
strange name and it seems to
me that it hardly fits to your
music (the reason of such
opinion is that here in
Lithuania punk/HC music
freaks regularly organized
shows titled “Ship of Fools”
and mostly punk/HC bands
played here - I am a bit influ-
enced of that thing...)...

The name Ship of Fools
stems from the mythological/
actual ships of fools that were
depicted in the famous painting
by H.Bosch. Boats loaded with
so called undesirables, mental
defectives/lunatics who were
shipped out to distant shores and
left to their fate. This analogy is
very pertinent to our own expe-
riences in a society where un-
conventional behaviour and un-
orthodox lifestyles are regarded
with hostility and suspicion by the ‘authorities’
and ‘dealt with” accordingly.

Nowadays many people get bored of
death/grind metal and turned their ears to
gothic, industrial, electronic, and other weird
music. But how do you think, is it possible
for a band like you to have a big circle of lis-
teners? From other side your music is not Sta
drastic, heavy or rough - and it quite be ac-
ceptable to every person, don’t you think so?

| believe that our music has the potential to
break down many of the existing barriers and have a universal ap-
peal, mainly because of the absence of the vocals that tend to
marginalise the work of most English bands to English speaking na-
tions. Also the fusion of different styles and genres of music gives the
music more breath and colour and ultimately more depth which I find
very appealing.

I wonder how to call your style. You have nothing with metal
music (maybe except the label Peaceville), but such term as elec-
tronic or industrial doesn’t fit to your music...

I find the preoccupation with labels/brackets/tags quite irksome.
it’s a business thing for the marketing/selling of product that is part of
the essential but nonetheless distasteful aspect of the music industry.
[t is not for us to associate ourselves with any ‘scene’, but some of the
terms used to describe our music have been ‘space rock’, ‘ambient
metal’ and ‘twenty-first century prog rock’.

How did you make a deal with Peaceville? Tell more details
about this. In general Peaceville is (was?) a metal label, but it has
Dreamtime Records and Dreamtime Records release a lot of
strange and unusual bands. It’s a positive thing, isn’t it?

We knew Hammy, head honcho at Peaceville/Dreamtime. on a
social level before the band was formed. When he heard our stuff he
offered us the deal with Dreamtime, which is the more experimental
side of his operation. He supports us 100%. has faith in the band and
respects us as individuals. This is reciprocated and we have an excel-
lent relationship.

Is it difficult for you to make the magical atmosphere (which
exists in you recordings) playing live? What does make a bigger

‘ . \‘-\ - impression on the listeners - album
\ \ or live shows?
\ \\ This is very much a live band.

Since Oko, the additional guitarist, was
added to the line-up prior to recording
the new album “Out There Some-
where ", there has been a heavier, more
intense feel to the music, which has
resulted in greater audience participa-
tion. We have our original lighting

-~
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engineer and DJ who come out
with us so each venue 1s trans-
formed and made more conduc
tive for both us and the audi-
ence.

Mysterious and hyp-
notic sounds from both of
your albums take the listener
away from reality, into an-
other kingdom, kingdom of....
what? There are no vocals on
the album, you don’t need
words? And I'm curious how
do you live your real life? |
mean do you prefer your
“normal job™, TV & papers
to things of more emotional
side - books, poetry, music,
art? Or is there anything
else...?

The band is obviously
an extension of our personal
lives. We do have other inter
ests and they certainly include

—— literature, art, film, etc. and we use our influences
i pessel
jast landfoll.

and personal experiences as source material for cre-
ating the music. We arc all deeply spiritual by na
ture in the sense of trying to understand the hu
man condition and give our lives meaning in the
scheme of things. This isn’t something that can be
discussed in brief too successfully. Needless to say
none of us work any employer. We all live off
our dole money. Society was orchestrated long
before we arrived and as you cannot live in the
west without money for food, shelter, etc. we have no qualms
about taking the money from the state to live. This too is a bigger
issue of considerable complexity, but ['m sure you get the gist

What is the idea of the cover of your new album? Tell more
about your concept.

A lot of the imagery is purposed ambiguous, therefore open to
interpretation. We think it’s important to leave scope for the imagina
tion of the listener. Any ‘messages’ are transmitted on sublimial ev-
els and designed to stimulate thought, not direct it

How do your new tracks from “Out There Somewhere ™ dif-
fer from your older stuff? Tell some words about your first re-
lease “Visions™

| think the new album is a more coherent and representative tes-
tament to the Ship of Fools in mid 94 The last album was very
poorly recorded in comparison which again is a long story. Suffice to
say we feel much happier with the latest album, probably as a result
of a bit more time in better studio. We may delete “Close Your Eves
and possibly re-record some of the songs such as “*Where is here™. “In
the wake of " and “L=SD2" as we feel they weren’t done justice on
the debut album

“Visions " was a demo put together to establish the band and to
send to promoters/venues for gigs. The recording was very basic. done
live in the rehearsal room. The two ambient mixes were early 8 track
demos that were done in one take, no overdubs to speak of and re
mixed on a friends 8 track.

If you have to add something - time has come - say itnow...

['ve tried to answer the questions without pretension and give
youa little peck into our world. Its basic honestly. We're merely liv-
ing our lives and trying to leave some- 7
thing worth that may enhance wmunm\r/,
life. somewhere, sometime. We're notg,
any kind of crusade. Its music. A useful

distraction fro the duration of its length.’
Guidance is Internal

- Giedrius -
Address: Sputnik, 4 Maxwell Avenue,|
Batley Carr, Batley, WF17 7LJ, En
gland (or contact Dreamtime label).



You could find numerous interviews with bands in ev-
ery ‘zine.as. wsual. However, there are rather rare
changes to become dequainted with authors of various
underground products.. There is right opportunify to
hear from Shane Breyer {USA)wha makes ‘Zine-Until
Dawn as well as the same titleéd compitation plus the
compilation Thy. Wilt"Be Done arientated on atma-
sphe /doom / gathic / melancholic.hands only.

Wel"l Shane, lets start from the very beginsing. You miake Until

Dawn’zine as welk'as compitations: How did.you decide m do:

this work? Is it » trade of your leisure or the main empl ymm("
[decided to create Uttil Dawii. fanzine'in the fatk6r49937 1 had often
thought about ‘doing a faszine: but.f never actially thought seriously
about doing it. Until one night.I'was'Speakirig willia few of my friends
and we started discyssimgitheWinter months yet to come and the bor-
der which was surg:to follow as well. Most of our thoughts were con-
cerning “money-taking” projects, but I started to think about it more
and T thiought-Hell:- 1 could start a fanzine. So later that night I went
home andithoight up some tides and ideas. I dubbed my creation Dark-
ness. Eternal and set off 6 begin working on my first issue. However,
after afew mionths 1 decided to change the title, Darkness Eternal was
to gengric. So:Fcame:up’ with Until Dawn and thus far | have released
two 1sspes.and four compilation volumes under such a name. And this
is only i hobby; a:passion if you will. I lose a good amount of money
doing it K

here dre very many ‘zines and magazines all over the world.

The good qualityisrather important if you want to be popular
to my:mind. Are you quite satisfied with your creation? Does Until
Dawnhave good responses in the depths of the underground?
The quality of a publication is, most certainly, very important. But |
think thére are other ¢lements that are just as important if not more
importgnt than pure looks, if that’s what you mean. | feel that a clean
and clear presentation should be sought before anything, if the material
1s not legible then it’s content and meaning are lost. However, glossy
paper and special compater effects should come after many things, such
as..originality. To be a force in anything you need to offer something
different. One thing I thitik has helped me is my unseen low price for a
full size 60 plus page-fanzine. My first issue sold for only one dollar,
now the quality was noperfect and the content was not the most origi-
nal, but | did offer 1¥50 cheap that no matter what you got, it was worth
the price. And with'my Second issue I improved it’s overall quality by
10 times and added many unseen elements, as well | kept the price very
affordable. $2°for 4 full size pro-print fanzine with 60 pages! Even that's
enough:tomake a difference, [ think. You've also got to have respect
and repytation. These arg the most difficult 1o posses, simply because
vou mist-earn them. And it vou have
vative elements as welt as an honest, trustworthy attitude, you'll get it
and as time goes hy you will only become even more widely known. |

a quality publication with inno-

am. overall. very:tiappy with my job so far, especially my second issue,
but +am not completely satisfied with it! 1 think I can improve things
very much and:l have'even more new ideas that I feel will totally sepa-
rate Uit Dawn fronvainy other fanzine out there. I'm hoping my third
1ssue willbe a true opugand [ think with my co-work-
ers (Rafeigh,"Matt, Darren & a few others) |
can supplied this underground with a fresh
ideclogy as well asifeature mystical and ma-
jestic bands. unsigned as'well as signed. I con-
tinue 1o became more widely known every
day. I have a good response now. but I hope
within the next year to'dguble, if not triple it

ntil Dawn - that’s rather dreamy
Unamc, Is it-connected with doom /
atmospheric / gothi¢. music you like most g
of all? What does the DAWN mean for you? *.
Yeah, Until Dawn does have some mystical
qualities to it. It's centainly more original than
my first title and it truly does represent what
the fanzine is about mote so as well. [t’s an ab-
stract title, with mostly dark overtones, not evil,
but tranquit darkness. somber elements mingled
with melancholy. Until:Dawn it is night time and
withiri the night darkness lies. And within dark-
ness there are many. ingredients. It's a time for
new discovery, because under a blanket of dark-
ness even.the Most cpstomary sights and occur-
rences. trasform usté“mystical journeys of un-
knowing and wonder. Now | can say that the name
also represents the music Fcover and enjoy. From
black metal like Satyricon. atmospheric metal like
Decoryah. doom . death like Anathema to dark
melal like' Sadness. i it"has.emotion and dream
like qualines 1 feel'it befongs in Unul Dawn. From
the seting of the sun....Until Dawn
Ynu prepare to do one compilation, “Thy Will

Bé Done”, includifigonly doom / atmospheric / gothic / melan-
cholic’hands. Has it been released already? If so, what bands could
be mentioned?
Yeah. i€'s been teleased It features Septic Flesh, Moonburn, Mangled,
Thorns of the Carrion, Estuary of Calamity, Solemn, Fermento,
Shadowgaster, Tristitia, Cenotaph, Damnation, Nightfall, Orphaned
Land, Nihili Locus, Misanthrope, Into the Sunless Meridian and
Hades. 1t's 90 minutes, come§ with-dll the contact addresses and has
most of the song lyrics: Theeoverart 1s done by Joe Lewts of Arizona
And sincedam plugging it/ itcosts' 831 m proudof 1t-and I hope to do
another. under.a different title, that will'be:transeend.thiswst chapter.
Yeah Lets talk about  your -faves now. you - men

tioned rather many hatids, too many (o be named. there. So'per-
haps 3on could enumerate’ some-very-favourite acts. W hy are yoo
interested in such Kinds of sad music (causenther anes hecame bor-
ing and death metal got 2 trend or there is-another reason)? Arnd
maybe you have yeur own band or would like to form it?
Some.of my tavourite bandsare Sadness; Catatonia, M 11, 'Sep-
tic Flesh, Tiamat, Pyogenesis, Bethlehem, Paradise Lost, My Dy-
ing Bride, Phlebotomy, Satyricon, Cradle of Filth, Moonburn,
Ceremonium, Crematory, Celestial Season, Carpathian Forest, The

Gathering, The 3rd And The Mortal, Ulver, Anathema, Master’s
Hammer, Enslaved, Emperor, Sad Whisperings, Orphaned Land
and alsotike nlder bands fike Candlemass, Slayer, WiA.S,P., Metallica,
Bathory, Possessed and Overkill ‘But | am also very fauch in appre-
ciation of gther music like Dead Can Dance, Enya, Tharn, Nosferatu
andmore as well as classical music. | love the:scores 1o mavies fike
“The Omen”, Bram Stoker’s “Dracula”, “Connan ‘The Barbarian™ arid
more. The great composers like Mozart and Beethoven make me happy
asawell. | guess I love many forms of music as long as it is emotional

“and captures me in some way, I'll love it!!

No, | don’t have my own band. I wish I did, but I do not. I am looking
for members, I'm low on talent, but I can “sing” and write well, | have
many concepts! So write to me about this!!

ou commune with different people in USA and overseas also.

Rather many say that American metal bands are really differ-
ing as well as audience if compare with European ones. What can
you say about this? What differences could be noted?
American metal and American audiences are quite different from just
about any other. The reason being, we seem to be inundated with com-
mercialism. We often only look upon what has been done and we purely
emulate it, we so often don’t make an attempt to transcend previous
accomplishments, only equal them. I see so much more innovative ideas
coming from other countries and to be honest I cannot truly say why.
Perhaps the majority of us here in America have it just to easy, we can
Just walk through life mindless and without novelty. Of course there
are those within the United States of America that are eclectic and see
beyond the monotony, but they are a very small minority. You may
look upon this country and see so many different cultures and indi-
viduals, but you may also fail to see that because of our mixed and
diverse peoples we lose a lot of our wonder and forget to be passionate,
to truly care about what we create. We are almost a generic land. America
also lacks antiquity, I think this coupled with our lack of true passion
has caused us to be less creative and mystical, and more to the point
We need things slammed in our faces before we get exactly what they
mean and if something is not easily accessible, we tend not to search
for it. That's about all I can say about that.

K, few words about “live” shows. The wish to see bands on the

gig depends on the mood for me personally. Sometimes I pre-
fer listening to studio albums. But to see your fave on the stage is
great in any case. What’s your opinion about this? Which concert
was the best one you have ever seen?
Well, to be honest, I have only attended a hand full of live events. You
see | live in a small town of only 800 full time residents and even the
nearest movie theater or hospital is 90 miles away, so | never have a
chance to see any bands. Montana is a very scarcely populated state as
well. s0 no bands really tour here, at least none I care much about. But
I can say that | prefer histening to studio albums, in solitude within the
confines of a dark room. | feel it more that way

nd now it’s time to make the acquaintance with you more widely.

I could do this at the beginning of the interview, but it would
be very usual point. So tell something
about

yourself - your trade,
some other pleasures (except music), etc. Yeah, about
your life in a word.
Well... I do a fanzine. two different compilations, a distribution (small)
and I tape trade with a number of people. As is obvious I enjoy music
very much. Aside from this | work full time and I'm hoping to attend
college this new year (1995). I like to write and read, mostly I write
poetry or personal philosophy and I read mostly philosophy and reli-
gious works, but that’s not all 1 read. | used to play basketball on a
frequent basis, but now I rarely get the chance, I still love it, though. I
like humor, mostly intelligent humor and [ enjoy emanating it among
friends. | really can’t say much more about myself, I'm not much for
describing myself. Most certainly | could not do it in one word! I'm
sorry.
here are various interesting occurrences in the underground
not talking about the variety of styles. Satanic churches_and
Christian ones for metalheads: Deicide’s Glenn Benton with his
lhem'}' and.those who want to remove hini; tremendous number g

“Blackers” with their darkest ideology who can kill everybody. dif: i

ferent minded as well as burn churches and believers whelike ex:

treme mitsic as well as play it (for example death / grind act Morti-

fication with“Christian lyrics): atdast such bands as Visceral Evis-
ceration who play doom with gorelyrics. Everything would be very
well, but very often various contradictions appear between hostile

camps. It’s because there are rather many closed-minded people
around, I consider. What do you think about such odds? Can music
and stage be right thing for discord?
To be one with your belief and o hold trie to it as well are adiwrable
“belief 15 eéncotipassed by arragance. intolerance,
pra}ud\c Hate and an umwillingness 16:léarn and understand; your be-
ligf1s-anly doing yourself and others damage. To learn s to change and
to’ think yourself above oihers 18 placing: yaurself outsidé of knowl-
edge. Just look at these fools burning churches, desecrating graves and

“kilhing:people; allito e true:. Then they tium on each other as soon as

they are suspected of doing anything They preach power, byt all they
have and will accomplish i thejr ovri:demise. ['m so tred:of hearing
their hateful and mindless cries of war. Whatdo'they hate? They hate
those whom try to make a difference in the \\nﬂd, hgsevhom give to
the less fortunate. They live by the code of only th&:strang survive, yet
they’re too weak 1o stay loyal or help out another;this {s:theirsirégth, |
can only laugh at them. [ love a good portion of:the music'they create,
but other than that they make me angry, it’s people su¢h as themselves
that cause me to dislike the majority of pgople of our world. I think
them to be fools, they seem to enjoy proving me-€orrect. Anyone. that
places himself above others, he is within z.¢loud of unknowing, walk-
ing to his death. To disagree is fine.and expected butito blindly hate
someone because of his background, color or tooks, is shameful: Judge,
if you will, after you have talked with, a-person;ayeid:thegm and if they
stand in your path with a hate for you, watk:arourid 1bem H you cannot
do such, stand your ground and do battle, far with: vaur tolgrance and
truth, you shall conquer them. Do not go logking fer.wars; but if a war
comes to you, win it. I'll stop now or I could go ‘on‘and ajx: Fwill say if
anyone wishes to rebut my comments, please. writ¢ me, I'am certainly
not afraid of your comments, or you, if thegere yaui. beliefs:
ou did Lithuanian scene report in the #2 of your “zine as I know.
So what do you know about our |lndergmund (‘zlne‘. bands,
radio and TV programs, gigs, etc.)? Do you get many letters from
our country?
Yeah, I get a good amount of letters from over there. [ really ¢on't know
much about your scene, to be honest. | knosy quite a few people there,
mostly fanzines and fans, I don’t think I write more than two bands
there, I do know of many Lithuanian bands, [ just don’t have contact
with them. ['m really surprised at the size of your scene, with so many
problems, it’s just a surprise
One philosophical question. There are différent religions, sects
and so on. Some believe in God, others hail Satan, another ones
believe in themselves at last. What's your opinion about religion at
all? If you agree that any belief is necessary inour life?
I believe we need to have a pattern to learn'from, religious or philo-
sophical. From that pattern we can branch ofF.and become our own
masters, but first we need to learn from the "wise:The ones wha have
been through life, the true ones. And from that-we:also-need 10 find
ourselves, understand what we are and-if what we ares'bad. we need
to change 11, but still Keep. our unigue qualities with
out doing harm to others and oursglves: T.myself try
1o take from all beliefs. Nostly 1 attempt.ta draw
knowledge from Buddhist and Taoist thoughts, as
well as other strong and mporal truths. [ alse have my
dark side. which | feed with o¢cualt and.magic knowl
edge, but not practice! ! I-just*feel aneed to know
things, I learn of them and theri}-know what they
are, weather I accept them as my-0wq or not. | own
both a Bible and a Satanic Bihlg, | readboth. [ prac-
tice neither. | just know:what each represents: You
should never shelter ygurself or allow:yeurself to
be sheltered. If you pnissess a strongifmind. you
will find the true way, past all of the lies and 1gno-
rance. To me the most truth comes from ancient
eastern thought, mingled with many other ele
ments. [f this question would be posted to me a
year ago, my answer Would have been different,
because henceforth and eternally I will learn and
as I learn | will be awakened, enlightened. | will
change and i welconse such, as long as it 1s con-
structive. [ wish to neyer fall back .. Butagain. |
will stop talking, I ¢ould go for pages. | hope
you see my angle
nd now lets return to reality. People have
many proble their fife, How do you
look at such disastrous kitlers as drugs and
alcohol? Are these ones‘the only remedy
from depression‘and despair?
[ do not drink alcokiol:wor do I or evertouched
drugs. Alcohol, in ripderation is perféctly fine
and on a special occasion | may consume some..But people mostly
drink to get drunk. to escape. They feed their depression svith'a depres
sant. The most foolish action in existence. People need 1o stay away
from alcohol if they cannot control their usage..and:in my apinion the
same goes for other drugs. | would never recommend:aiyone to do any
drug at any time, as well I totally am aganst'smoking, but I cannot
control what others do, only tell others whaj{:think. : ©
Su our conversation is about ending. Can you say thelast words
and some wishes to our headbangérs?.
First [ must thank you for this opportunity:1g express my views, | truly
hope I have not been too long windeg!! Gaud luck to you:my-friend,
stay true. Thanks to you who read this, feel free to contact:with me at
UNTIL DAWN / P. 0. BOX 424%W. YELLOWSTONE,NFT% 59758 -
USA. All letters are-welcgmig and . yoii‘re:a tape trader; senid your list
for mine, you know oy favourite bands’ Follow your own path. find
d taking from example is your start, but be-
sodiBecotiic \our own-perseti; -transcend, Aummph\h and

‘Gaod Hiek to-you ind helloto alt your-friends!

“ZBirute -



AMORPHIS

Tales from the Thousand Lakes

1994 Relapse/Nuclear Blast

Intro. Into Hiding, The Castaway, Fir:
Drowned Maid, In the Begin
Cabin, Magic and Mayhem
Relapse acclaimed this as “an absolute masterpiece”. Maybe it 1s not
exactly so, however it's certainly a fine work of atmospheric metal. These
Finnish musicians successfully avoided of the cliches of doom death
mteal, cleverly use keyhoards and clean vocals (kind of high ones, prob-
ably all the songs with it are the best in the album - “Into Hiding
“Black Winter Day” and “In the Beginning") parallely with usual doom
death one. A noticeable step forward in companson with their aver
debut “The Karelian Isthmus” Maybe the band doesn’t overtake
Tiamat or My Dying Bride, but it firmly stands in doom/death elite. (-
G-)

Doom, Black Winter Day,
g. Forgotten Sunrise, To Father’s

ASTRAL RISING
Promo tape
1994

Anguish Feelings, Thorny, Allow Me, ...But All The Same

In*“Edge of Time #7" you could find the interview withband [rom France
Astral Rising which released their CD “Abeona Adeona” m 1993.In
1994 nothing very special happened except some gigs and line-up
changes. A.R. also recorded promo tape,but 1t’s still doesn’t clear - will
the band press it oficially or release on CD. In the nextissue of “Edge of
Time” you'll find all details and now about promo

Well, earlier [ wrote A.R. was a mix of Obituary and Solitude Aeturnus
but now it would a nonsense to tell such thing. Especially the 1st song
has nothing with both these bands. and speaking about death metal [
must say there haven't left any elements of this style.and it is the main
reason why this promo sounds better than “Abeona Adeona”. Earlier
vou could tell, beyond all manner of doubt. A.R. plays doom death, but
now...Now there are even some fragments of classical hard rock, music
is a bit faster and more diverse. I'm sure all zine-makers mentioned that
s voice 1s more than good, and now | want to add-in this promo
voice vary even more than on “4beona Adeona”. Playing is still
very good etc.etc. - in short everything is very cool and if you are inter-
ested in doom style music and still don’t know about this group you can
begin thinking you know not so much about this music. By the way, the
latest news from the camp of ~ A.R. - the group composed 3 new sengs
that probably show the new face of the band. Band address: Steph l.e
Saux, 25 Rue de L'Ermitage. 94100 St.Maur, France (By the way, you
U the list of distro “Abyss of Addiction™ in the same address 100)

singe:

his

cal
(-A-)
BURZUM

Hvis Lyset Tar Oss

1994 Misanthropy Records

Det Som En Gang War. Hvis Lyset Tar Oss, Inn I Slottet Fra
Droemmen. Tomhet

These Norway's vikings has a good name among the blackers and 1t
surely won't be spoiled by this album. Probably supporters of aggres-
sive BM won't find their piece of cake (the album is rather melodical
than ferocious). The atmosphere is certainly dark here, songs are long
(the whaole timing is 40 minutes). so it could be called gloom epic black
metal. Rhytm 1sn’t fast, rather middle-tempo and even catchy (if this
fits to BM). Tracks are filled with synthesizer parts which along with
senseful (don’t take the iromc sense of this world here!) screamings keeps
darkly sublime mood. I you like such acts as Type O Negative, Rot-
ting Christ. Tiamat (don’t get me wrong, I am in my mind yet - with
the musical style Burzum has very little common features with these
hands! but don’t forget the feelings that music creates) and if you look
1o black metal through the prism of suspicion - it would be absolutely
harmless for you to try this. At least the Ist and the last tracks (they
made an half of the album. so it would be interesting to listen to the
whole thing. isn't it?). By the way. the last cut “Tomhet™ is a certain
tribute to ambient musical style! (-G-)

DARRTHRONE

Transilvanian Hunger

1994 Peaceville

Transilvanian Hunger, Over Fjell Of Gjennom Torner, Skald Av
Satans Sol, Slottet 1 Det Fjerne, Graven Takeheimens Saler, 1 En
Hall Med Flesk Og Mjod. As Flittermice As Satans Spys, En As |
Dype Skogen

Controversial thing by all respects

Lots of people are obssessed by

this, another ones mix the band with the ground. The first ones praise
the evil atmosphere of the album, and the rest criticize primitive play

ing. It's the fourth album of Darkthrone, from death metal they tunedto
unhaly oceans of darkness and evil (that means they begin to play black
metal). Band’s image and attitude played a very important part in the
growing of its popularity. It’s very douButtheadful, if the unknown band
with music like “Transilvanian Hunger” would reach any wider atten-
tion. The date of this release was pushed a couple of times, the interest
in the band was artificially raised and... really the most of blackers are
satisfied with this total & straight evil music, for the rest this album could
hardly be recommended - first of all they wouldn’t like similar songs
(though probably the band didn’t try to make them diverse...). (-G-)

DESULTORY

Bitterness

1994 Metal Blade

Life Shatters, Left Behind, A Closing Eye, Taste of Tragedy, Bleed-
ing, Among Mortals, Enslaved, Winter, Cold Bitterness

Latelt there are more & more bands which plays melodic death metal,
such style is more perspective at the moment than that mid-paced-growl-
ing standartical thing. Desultory are not newcomers and there new al-
bum “Bitterness ™ add the ranks of good DM albums in 1994. The most
important thing is that their music catches you here. The Ist track “Life
Shatters” is simply finest death metal song ever released! Unfortunatelt
the rest of tracks don’t make such impression as the opener. It's not
traditional DM. anyway it has no less power than last Entombed in the
respect of aggressiveness, from the other side. music is filled with
melodical doomy passages (reminding a bit of Dark Tranquillity). [t1s
greatly appreciated that singer really sings and it’s not hard to pick up
the words - so you can scream together with him along the opening
highlight “Life Shatters™... Band contact address: Desultory, 14444
Ronninge, Ornstigen 18, Sweden.(-G-)

ENCHANTMENT

Dance the Marble Naked

1994 Century Media

Kneading With Honey, My Oceans Vast, The Touch of a Crown, Carve
Me in the Sand, Summer for the Dames, God Send, Of Acorns that
Gather, Meadows

After the second demo “A Tear for Young Eloguence" Century Media
noticed these British doomers and now we have a possibility to listen to
their debut album (recorded at Academy Studios in Dewsbury (famil-
iar?), by the way). Emotional and romantic doom metal of Enchant-
ment reminds a bit another crying British doom gods Anathema. The
singer mostly roars, though melodic riffs build quite “kind™ atmosphere
The band doesn’t any break any new musical depths of doom metal. but
I'm sure that the maniacs of the style should like them - they are sad,
melancholic... and together strong. Though they also have that damned
lack of memorable songs - if the first ones are good. then up to the end
of the album you are getting bored by average songs... (-G-)

INNER THOUGHT

Worldly Separated

1994 Dwell Records

Madness, Wordly Separation, Drowning in
Sorrow, In Ourselves We Trust, War,
Diseased Infected Earth, Forever Distant,
Disorder of Battles, Ethnic Cleansing
Bobby Sadzak, formerly lead guitarist of
Canada’s death metal forefathers Slaughter,
and who has been at the forefront of
Canada’s underground scene for nearly ten
years, formed a new band titled Inner
Thought. which delivers newer kind of’
material. “Wordly Separated” is their debut
CD and it presents tight doom /industrial
metal with rough & stern vocals, catchy
guitars and drum machine. They also use
female voice in a couple of songs and
keyboards. One of the crazy descriptions
which came to my mind is Anathema meets
Voodoo Cult... Actually this album should be
labeled industrial metal. but Inner Thought
differs from bands like Voodoo Cult, Skrew
or Skatenigs quite much, especially for their
gloomy approach. In general it’s a good
album worth of your listen. Contact. Dwell
Records, PO Box 39439 Los Angeles, CA
90039, USA. (-G-)

MAYHEM

De Mysteriis Dom Sathanas

1994 Century Media

Funeral Fog, Freejing Moon, Cursed in Eternity, Pagan Fears, Life
Eternal, From the Dark Past, Buried by Time and Dust, De Myste
Dom Sathanas

It’s a posthumous album. Band's leader Euronymous was murdered on
August 10, 1993 and the Count Grishnack from Burzum was charged
with this crime. Black metal fans probably know all the circumstances
of this event, | won’t spread about this (simply because [ don’t know).
The fact that BM bands prefare carrying their “dark image” to creating
music is another theme. So “De Mysteriis Dom Sathanas " (which means
- “Lord Satan’s Secret Rites”) bring a black burstout from the grave
(bravely said, isn’t it?). Such type of music is considered to be “true
black metal” and there’s no a big need to seek for any new terms - ev-
eryone who's in the scene know what’s going to be about. Fast & mys-
terious piece of metal with ferocious vocals, which (to tell the truth) is
not very standartic. (The vocal parts were done by Attila Wihan from
Hungary's Tormentor - sometimes he tries to get more various sounds
from this throat than only monotonous screaming). By the way, May-
hem started to play in the years when Bathory and Hellhammer were
the darkest ones... (-G-)

MERCYFUL FATE

The Bell Witch (EP)

1994 Metal Blade

The Bell Witch, Is That You Melissa, Curse of the Pharaos (live),
Egypt (live), Come to the Sabbath (live), Black Funeral (live)

This EP brings almost nothing extra new o King Diamond/Mercyful
Fate fans except four live versions of already well known songs. Though
the whole time is 30 minutes. and [ suppose that the fans should get it in
any case. “The Bell Witch”™ and “Is That You Melissa” (probably the
best Mercyful Fate song) are taken from "93 album “/n the Shadows "
The rest four tracks were recorded live in Los Angeles on October 8.
1993, The band live sounds a bit worser than in the studios. but that
doesn’t mean that you have not to pay attention to their live recordings
In the fall of 1994 band released new studio album “Time " and it's bet-
ter than “In the Shadows”. (-G-)

As I Die

1993 Metal Blade

As | Die, Rape of Virtue, Death Walks Behind You, Eternal

This is quite old release indeed. if you're familiar with it, you can simply
skip this review. “As / Die " was released before “Icon " album, the title

S s S -

track of the EP (wonderful song, by the way, was taken from “Shades of
God” album, “Rape of Virtue” is previously unreleased track, recorded
during the “Shades of God" sessions (really far from the best in the
band’s creation), “Death Walks Behind You™ is cover version of Atomic
Rooster (untypical song for PL) and finally - “Eternal” is a live version
of the same song from “Gothic" album. Briefly this EP presents noth-
ing new, but probably every fan should like to have it in his'her collec-
tion. (-G-)

QUORTHON

Album

1994 Black Mark

No More And Never Again, Oh No No, Boy, Major Snodze, Toa Little
Much Too Late, Crack in My Mirror, Rain, Feather, Relief, Head
Over Heels

I could easily bet that the most of “true blackers” would carelessly wave
their hands to this release saying: “Oh. it’s total commercial crap”. Any-
way if “true blackers™ are not authorities to you. you may proceed with
the reading. And in general “commerce” is very slippery word, so it
would be better not 1o discuss about this point here. First of all, quite
simple song titles prompt that probably you won’t find any “gloom at-
mosphere” in the “Album " First two cuts sounds like... psychedelic
grunge metal.... Well, possibly Quorthon (he's the leader of Bathory if
there are any who don’t know) doesn’t know what the hell grunge is.
but in his new songs he mixes up various things, beginning with '70s
hard rock and ending with now modern heavy music. The niffs on “Head
Over Heels” are owed from Soundgarden. The third cut “Boy" reminds
that how there could be, but Quorthon’s band is Bathory and this track
hints into “Twilight of the Gods ™ times. “No More And Never Again”
with its mood gives to mind... Motley Crue!. only rills are a little bit
heavier and Quorthon’s voice is not so lickspittely as Vince Neil's one
(of course, now Motley Crue has another singer. but fortunately this
review is not devoted to them so | have all the rights to end with them
here, it doesn’t matter neither...). Going back to the “Album ", it really
confess the people with conservative taste. Only in some places Quorthon
can't getreid of “Twilight of the Gods " feeling (“Crack in the Mirror”
“Boy") and it's quite amuzing, cause now we hear grunging Bathory
The 2nd part of the album is not so contrastical (or maybe poor listener
is getting used to the new Quorthon’s style). To conclude here we have
a simple case, when the musician wants to show its abilities creative
potential in another field of music. (-G-)

RENAISSANCE
The Death of Art
1994 Shiver
The Death of Art, Archway (Industrial, Windows, Tired Blood,
Vaudeville)

- review in the way of Beavis & Butthead Ist experience
‘The Death of Art" -

- introduction -
Beavis: What band will we listen to
Butthead: /t s Renaissance, damn ass

- prologue -

Beavis: Wow, what's a name... Butthead, what is
Butthead: Shut up Beavis. I'm trving to listen
time action
00:05 Butthead

with

‘the art

Somethin' like thunder and rain, huh huh
Beavis: Rain is cool
Butthead: /t’s an intro
00:36 Butthead: The piano, wow!

huh, huh

Beavis: The intro is cool, huh huh
01:45 (Heavy guitars begin to work )
Butthead: Yes!
Beavis: Yes!
Butthead: The guitars are not death metal-ish, rather

melodical, huh huh
03:02 (the voice appears)
Butthead: Beavis, why they call it gothic:doom?
Beavis: [ dont know, huh huh. What is doom?
Butthead: Thev are more into Psychotic Waltz & Mekong
Delta than into My Dying Bride
04:48 Butthead: They play technically, because they want to show how
good musicians they are
5:20 (is the game over? where are the metal-ish guitars?)
Butthead: / hear the mystic sounds or something, hh
huh. Come come the dark! It reminds me of Mekong
Delta '90s album the verv beginning and the very end
Is it guitar solo?
Butthead: Yeah, shut up, I'm trying to concentrate.
30Beavis: This buzzing makes me sick!
08:30 Beavis: Hev Butthead, what a pretry melody, check it out!
Butthead: Settle down Beavis, I'm meditating’
09:22 (guitars appear again)
Both: Yes! Rock! Rock!
Beavis: / don 't like his voice. These guys are the cross
hetween Judas Priest and Paradise Lost. and hetween
Alice in Chains
Butthead: Shut up, you're speaking shit! This music 1s
called progressive metal.
.25-12:06 (good place, by the way; check it out when listen)
12:51 Beavis: Mekong Delta doesn t kick ass!
Butthead: Settle down Beavis, I'll kick your ass
not Mekong Delta’
The prano!!!
Butthead: The piano is cool, huh hih
- epilogue
20 Beavis: Change the channel
explanation -
So that’s about the end. The album takes nearly 76 minutes, but
the channel was changed because

1) Beavis and Butthead got bored.

2) the actual reason of the change was that the author of these
lines was tired to proceed with composing of the dialogue of that two
young bastards

- usual review -
Highly acclaimed n the underground this Belgian hand serves your at-
tention. Though firstly it could be a surprise. “cause the album was de-
clared as avantgarde doom gothic one. but actually it is not that. The
beginning of the first suite (album contains only two tracks - “The Death
of Art” (40: 00) and ~“Archway” (30:36) which 1s taken from band’s origi-
nal dema) shows their progressive techno approach, and it hints more
to the bands like Psychotic Waltz or Mekong Delta than 1o MDB (as
Butthead said). From the other side, it's not usual progressive stuff, first
of all because of that there are no usual songs. Renaissance follows the
footsteps of classical music and tries to compose long suites with van
ous themes & moods. Up to the middle of the album doom death influ-
ences appear.
(The 2nd tracks is wholly in doom/death veins. 1t reminds a bit of The
Gathering’s “Always ")
So the final verdict would be as follows: epic progressive metal w. doom
death influence. How there would be, 1t’s a good album. Band contact
c/o Chriss Ons, Sint-Maartensdal 2/236, 3000 Leuven. Belgium.(-G-)
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AGGRESSOR
Symposium of Rebirth

1994 Black Mark

Barabas, Rebirth, Negative Zone, Apocalyptic Prophecies, Erga
Mean Salutem, Overloaded, Theology. Civilisation, Wheel of Pain,
Abhuman Dreadnought, Torture, Dor Firn-I1-Guinar, After World
Obliteration

Aggressor is one the premier French death metal bands anr recently
they released the 3rd album. As earlier works, “Symposium of Rebirth’
presents a mixture of death/thrash (where the bigger part belongs to
death), not very original, but quite enjoyable (maybe) for fans of the
style. Speaking about innovations, it’s impossible to avoid the mention-
ing of the opener track “Barabas™ which has classical influences. Nearly
the best song in the album. Unfortunately the band can’t claim itself for
the other cuts - they give pure death metal. heard 1000 times before,
mostly dull and boring. Rare melodic passages, church chorus and
instruental a bit folky part (in the middle of the album) aren’t able to
save the good reputation. (-G-)

AT THE GATES
Terminal Spirit Disease
1994 Peaceville
The Swarm, Terminal Spirit Disease, And the World Returned, For-
ever Blind, The Fevered Circle, The Beautiful Wound, All Life Ends
(live), The Burning Darkness (live), Kingdom Gone (live)
“This album is the first step to death metal classics™ declared Tomas
Lindberg, the singer of At The Gates in one of the interviews and added
that speaking about classics he had i mind such albums as Slayer’s
Reign in Blood". Dark Angel's “Darkness Descends ™ or Possessed’s
Seven Churches ™. Maybe “Terminal Spirit Disease” 1s not that clas-
sical creation, which At The Gates would like 1t should be. but it, as the
previous album “With Fear I Kiss the Burning Darkness” has some
songs. which perfectly combines aggressiveness with melody. The best
examples are the opener “The Swarm " and especially the title track “Ter-
minal...”. Tomas Lindberg here also sparks with his original lyrics. In
comparison with the previous album, the lyrics became more matured.
get more philosophical. There are some novelties in musical respect,
just take the acoustical “And the World Returned” or doom oriented
“The Fevered Circle”. Besides 6 brand new songs here we could find 3
live versions of older songs - “All Life Ends” and “Kingdom (Fuckin'!)
Gone' from the debut “The Red in the Skv is Ours” and my favorite
“The Burning Darkness™ from “With Fear By the way, this album
previously was scheduled for the release as mim CD, but later on, add-
ing live matenial, it became as a normal disc. Peaceville ensured that the
next At the Gates release is planned fro the spring of '95. And as for
death metal classics. give a chance to these Swedes. Who know, if not
with this. then with the next album they could succeed. Band contact
Adrian Erlandson, Tvetgatan 273, 442 33, Kungaly, Sweden. (-S-)
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BENEDICTION

The Grotesque * Ashen Epitaph (EP)

1994 Relapse/Nuclear Blast

The Grotesque, Ashen Epitaph. Violation Domain/Live. Subcon-
scious Terror/Live. Visions in the Shroud/Live

After the “Transcend the Rubicon ™ album these mid-paced DM heroes
released this EP which features two new songs and three live ones. It's
reallv not the most joyful thing to review (not the interesting one o
read) such releases. however there are some facts which should be noted.
This is the first recording with the new drummer Powl Brookes (who
replaced lan), the live show from which these 3 songs were taken, was
his first live perfomance with the band. “It may not be the tightest set or
the noisest crowd you have ever heard. but who cares that’s not what's
it about. Why not to give the fans something a little special, abit more
personal” - the band explains the situation. So namely it is for fans,
nothing more. (-G-)

BRUTAL TRUTH

Need to Control

1994 Earache

Collapse, Black Door Mine, Turn Face, Godplayer, 1 See Red.
tronlung, Bite the Hund, Ordinary Madness, Media Blitz, Judge-
ment. Brain Trust, Choice of a New Generation, Mainliner. Displace-
ment, Crawlspace

It surely a work of extreme kind of metal, and it must be admitted that it
is quite good one. In this case aggression is flowing over the edge, but
all the thing 1s not dull (what is one of more important things) and really
heavy vacals is far better than hopeless gruntings in new Incantation
album. for example. Brutal Truth delivers mostly fast death grind, so
that speed songs could get bored a bit. The album be such brain-striking

i
if it would have only grinding cuts like “Black Door Mine” or “Turn
Face”, but these ones are diversified with slower and “psychedelic” songs
as “Ordinary Madness™ or rock n'rolling death/grind - “Media Blitz"
And the opener track “Collapse” (middle-tempo broken rhytm song)
has not less than new Entombed. (-G-)

CADAVEROUS CONDITION

In Melancholy

1994 Lethal

Katzentanz, To Be, Beautiful, Marian, The Flower, Shine, You Re-
main, Depart (With Me), And I Want, May Fragments Not Disolve,
Eisbaer

Sometimes people don't know what they do.Cadaverous Condition,
for example.This group managed to play some unique tracks but re-
corded some absolutelly shitty songs as well. The first trax makes me
think guys listen only to the worst kind of death metal and try to play
like their “godz", bul that's all they can do. But beginning from the 4th
track | changed my opinion. The cover of The Sisters Of Mercy's
“Marian” sounds strong. Very strong. Gothic in pure death-way.
Yes.yes,yes! | can imagine what a hell 1s happening at their gigs when
the singer begins to roar “Maria-a-a-an"". Butitis only a cover, and their
own songs “The Flower” and “Shine” sound very good too. Especially
“Shine”. It's...can you imagine accoustical death metal? Of course, not
So listen to “Shine” and you’ll uderstand it isn’t utopia. Well, when [
begin thinking Cadverous Condition does everything all right, musi-
cians again start playing that damned brutal&killing& boring& fucking
etc. death. Tell me what's a pleasure to play such a style? The last song
“Eisbaer”, written by Grauzone sounds quite good again - in gothic
veins, but ['m tired after all. (-A-)

CIANIDE

A Descent into Hell

1994 Red Lights

Gates of Slumber, Eulogy, The Undead March, The Luciferian Twi-
light, Beyond the Fallen Horizon, Darkness, Death Dealer, Moun-
tains in Thunder

Crunching guitars, pounding drums & roaring vocals. That’s Cianide,
that’s death metal, that's reality. “The Dying Truth ", their debut album,
is known among deathsters, who liked it, probably give a listen to this
one. How there would be, Cianide with “4 Descent into Hell " won't
jump on DM elite. The band is three-piece and in this aspect they orien-
tate 1o the “best, heaviest bands that have been three pieces - Venom,
Sodom & Celtic Frost. For those who don't feel affection to death metal
this album will cause nothing but headache. For info & correspondence
you may write to: Cianide, c'o Mike Perun, 2446 W. 54th St., Chicago,
1L 60632, USA.(-G-)

CONVULSE

Reflections

1994 Relapse/Nuclear Blast

Intro, The Rite of Sunshine, The Green is Grey, Years of Decay,
Memories, The Nation Cries, Crying Back Yesterday, Lost Equilib-
rium, The New Arrival

Not bad. Really not bad. This album leaves quite a good impression in
comparison with their previous opus “World Without God". Only just
the fact that band goes further from traditional death metal and creates
something new is appreciated. To tell the truth “Reflections” has noth-
ing common with DM but that growling vocals (and it’s not everywhere)
(of course, nobody asks me, but I could not type this review quietly,
cause that damned growling vocals is the worsest thing in this album
and spoils it very much.... -G-). Music could be described as hard
n’heavy, jazz and rock n'roll combination. The only thing which seemed
quite strange to me was that the album was recorded at the end of '92
and released only in the summer of "94. During that period Convulse
could change themselves even more, anyway now we have “Reflections ™
and such cuts as “The Rite of Sunshine™ or “Years of Decay” really
gush with energy and freshness, and with “Memories” it's possible to
make a corpse to dance! (-S-)

DECEASED

Blessed By Demons (EP)

1994 Wilde Welt Records

Darkened Soul, As I Die, Eternal Devastation, The One Who Cared
[ don’t know, maybe it seems cool to someone, but seeing three naked
asses on the back cover of this CD and names written on them, hardly
you'd find one who should have a wish to take out their creation from
compact disc box. [, as the author of this review, had to do that. First
three songs entirely confirmed my fears regarding the music. Boring,
full of cliches. death/thrash metal, decorated with hackneyed lyrics about
satan. death and life after death. The 4th song “The One Who Care” is
quite listenable, though it is strange after all that satanic roaring to hear
their vocalist melodically singing: “Oh baby. baby I miss you!". Maybe
it’s my own opinion, but when 14-15 years teenagers release CDs and
good professional bands can’t get contract, that 1s not a good thing
Contact: Gaby Reichmann, Holsteiner Str.2 b, 23617 Stockelsdorf, Ger-
many. (-S-)

DISCIPLES OF POWER

Invincible Enemy

1993 Mind Gash Records

Afterbirth, Invincible Enemy, Infected by Science, Born Unto Death,
Injecticide, Lords of Creation, Return from the Gates, Before the
End

Techno death? Maybe it is possible to describe so the music of this Ca-
nadian band. but this doesn't mean that here we have a deall with such
band as Atheist or Cynic. Boring melodies, somewhat weak vocals, to
cut the thing shorter - monotony. It’s hardly possible to pick up here any
more interesting cut, and so this album is not worth your listen. Band
contact: DOP, ¢ o Wolfgang At Box 70044, Edmonton, Alberta. Canada,
TSC3C0.(-S-)

DISHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

Pleasuredome

1994 Steamhammer

I Hyperact, Recommended Suicide, The Silence I Observe, Feel Like
Fever Now, The Sick Deepunder, Getting Me Nowhere,
Pleasuredome, Stuck In Something, Fall Colours’ Fall, Overwhelm-
ing Tranquillity, Where Can I Park My Horse, Off the Ground. Sun-
day Mood

Unbelievable!!!It’s really unbelievable The group which earlier was one
of techno death’s gods now threw all what i1s connected with this old-
fashioned style. No more growling vocals and ultra-heavy sound. The
style which could be near Disharmonic’s playing is hardcore. But “could
be™- [ say. ‘coz. believe me, there aren’t analogues. Yes, vocals remind
of hardcore-type singing (shouting?), but playing is 100 technical for
hardcore - rhythm changes, sensitive guitar solos, everything turns to
call this style techno hardcore thrash. No no Disharmonic Orchestra
don't try 10 be like Pantera or Biohazard, as other bands like to do
now, they know what they do and [ think this release is absolutely the
best in the discography of Disharmonic Orchestra. Forget about death
metal, just listen to song called “Where Can | Park My Horse™ (really,
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one of these global problems), and you'll understand what is fun mixed
with technical playing. When [ listen to this music | think - metal has a
future. (-A-)

EXIT-13

Ethos Musick

1994 Relapse/Nuclear Blast

Societally Provoked Genocidal Contemplation, Ethos Musick,
Eacilitate the Emancipation of Your Mummified Mentality, Diet For
a New America, Anthropocentric Ecocidal Conundrum, Reevaluate
Life!, Legalize Hemp Now! including A Warm Wave of Euphoria,
Open Season (The Story of Hunter Slaughter), My Minds Mine!,
Earth First!, Only Protest Gives a Hope of Life!, Disemboweling
Party, An Electronic Fugue For the Imminent Demise of Planet Earth
This one is really far from being pleasant to everyone... Bill Yourkiewicz’
(Relapse’s chief’s) sick band throwed out its new opus which combines
a bunch of the most extreme styles. It could be grind, but it 1s filled with
lost of pseudo-jazzy things & industrialized parts. Their influences come
from eraly Napalm Death & Carcass to Steve Ray Vaughan and King
Crimson. In general this weird stuff has no hooks, one of the more
amuzing things are the nature views on the cover & philosophical
didactive contemplative lyrics w’ maxims by various well-known people.
The band stands for marijuana legalization & vegetarism. The whole
timing is about 75 minutes and the warning on the back of CD states
that the last tracks could make your audio playback system failed. Be
careful! And actually if you're not into extremities, don’t try to get this
- no goal. (-G-)

“FUCK YOU WE'RE FROM DE
compilation

1994 Progress Records

This CD contains 15 death bands from Denmark. To tell the truth, 90%
of these bands are mediocrities, so if you don't like traditional death
metal better don’t touch this CD. On the other hand - Progress Records
made Vol.3 very good - you can find lyrics and contacts here, and CD
looks pretty good. By the way, Progress decided to stop releasing only
death/grind bands in'the “F. ¥ W.F.D." series and Vol.4 will contain only
Unsigned Danish Industrial Progressive bands. Wow!!! Now about all
the groups on Vol.3

Condemned “Impaled”. Well - known band in Denmark but for me the
only interesting things in this song are slow parts.Maybe it’s technical
and professional, maybe it's interesting for someone. Angel Accelera-
tor Death “Spontane Love”. The side - project of Illdisposed - strong
vocals, stupid words (“the first suck, the first fuck, itisn't who I love™),
in short - death

Infernal Torment “No Longer a Virgin” . This band 1s popular in Den-
mark, they play grind/death. One my friend says it 1s good
music.Maybe...I wouldn't say that

Revolting Phimosis “Reborn” Yeah, something better. Good guitar so-
los.- interesting not only for death fans

Coitus Interuptus “Dreaming Of The Past”. Probably these guys listen
only to death metal, therefore they don’t know any other ways to play
They play quite good,- but too traditionally.

Stone Age “"Pikasole” Interesting lyrics - not very bad not very good
music - quite good vocals - slow parts, fast parts - everything like usu-
ally, I'm sure you heared this music earlier. Maybe the track is too long,
but death fans will like it

Chaosium “Vicims Grave” Yes,yes - melodical death. Therefore not so
boring as other bands.

Saturnus “Beware of the Atheist”.Doom/death. This track would
absolutelly shitty, if there wouldn't be keyboards. Now they are here, so
music isn’t so bad.

Autumn Leaves “Forever the Destiny”. It's strange, but | really like
them. This group even creates something like atmospherical feeling
Good.

Discomposure “I Smell Thirst”. For pure death metal vocals are 100
weak, playing not so weak, maybe we even could call it professional
But not original, of course.

Mercenary “One Eyed Beast” Bad. From the beginning to the end
Idiosyncrasy “Denied Abuse” The biggest merit of this song - 1t isn’t
very long, so you can’t fall asleep hstening to it. How I remember they
play brutal death (or maybe not, I'm not sure)

Dementia”. The worst on the comp. Why they are here?
Beloved”. Guys play with one guitar so their sound is weak,
but they have interesting musical thoughts, this music will not make
you to turn your CD-player off

Goat “Daughter in the Slaughter” . Again the “fun” project of llldisposed.
Fun grind. Listen to this track for 30 times and then you’ll have to go to
hospital. No more comments

All metalheads which still are crazy for tradinonal death metal get this
CD from Progress Records: Vindegade 101, DK- 5000 Odense. Den-
mark (you can get the first two editions as mid - price CD’s here too)
(-A-)

ARK”

GOMORRAH

Reflections of Inanimate Mater

1994 Megapulse Records

Without Trace, Deviant, Sewer-Cide, Another Bleak Horizon, Re-
joice in Flames, Seasons, Human Trophies

Finally, after the releasing of two demos ( “Embryonic Stages " and “Unm-
bilical Divorce”) one of the most known English underground groups
(and “one of the stronger unsigned bands”, as “Kerrang!" earlier wrote)
released their debut album. Maybe [ will not say anything new mention-
ing that it's very well done death thrash album. This music is melodic
and fast as “old & good” thrash, but it has haviness and brutality of
death metal. ['m very happy the singer Sven Olafson doesn’t try to show
how much he can roar, so in his singing you can feel melody, and this
melodical feeling is noticeable in all the album - f.ex. keyboards on “An-
other Bleak Horizon” and must | speak about the man who helped to
record the last song? He is... Fish from Marillion! Wow, doens’t this
fact show that Gomorrah has a potential in their music? [ can ensure.
this album sounds very strong. One of my friends say it’s old fashioned
(maybe he talked about some elements of thrash), but personally for me
this melodic music is better than the latest CD of Grave. So, if you want
to find only total heaviness and nothing more, better listen to Suffoca-
tion. Gomorrah isn’t such kind of music. I won't begin to talk about
profesionality of musicians, all is clear without any words. By the way,
this CD, as I know, is distributed through Sony, so we can expect high-
rising of Gomorrah. These guys are going to release their new album to
appear in early '95. Address: |1 Gainsborough Hill, Henley On Thames.
Oxon R69 1ST, UK. (-A-)

GRAVE

Soulless

1994 Century Media

Turning Black, Soulless, I Need You, Bullets are Mine, Bloodshed,
Judas, Unknown, And Here I Die, Genocide, Rain, Scars

First of all I must say that | can’t write this review objectively, because |
dislike traditional death metal. So here you'll not find very positive words
about this group. “Soulless” doesn’t demonstrate anything new - the
things were heard in the releases of other groups, so if it was my will, |
wouldn't release this albumi. As for positive things, | dishked earlier
Grave releases more than this one. Now here are some songs influenced
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by industnial, and vocals isn’t so boring as before, it’s much deeper.
And musicians play technically - this could not be denied. So, for the
fans of old death metal it should be a real brilliant, but for others - just
another death release. (-A-)

GUTTED

Bieed For Us To Live

1994 Red Lights

Bleed, Sins of God, Nailed to the Cross, Cold in the Coffin, Chopped
up at the Altar, Death Before Dismember, Chock Full of Guts, Skel-
etonized, Kickin’ the Corpse, Flood of Blood

Another American band which believes that death metal is the most
suitable genre of metal to express their inner feelings. It's four piece act
and 75% of them (it means 3 of 4) are brothers. There would not be even
any speech about any kind of innovations/originality, and as for execu-
tion of that usual DM - when Gutted goes with that mid-paced thing, 1t
really sickens, but when they speed the rhytm up somewhere they could
seem even catchy. Brutal death metal maniacs should pay attention to
this, anyway there isn’t any harm if they won't. (-G-)

“THE HERALDS OF OBLIVION”

compilation

1993 Roughage Records

Demolition (Prolegomenon/Matanza, The Catapult, When the Tomb
Beckons The Undertaking), Catalepsy (Compulsive Beastiality, Lust for
Camage, Abrupt Gestation), Brainstorm (Born to Kill, Domestic Vio-
lence, Strain of Your Life), Mutilage (Vomulence, Poisonous, [llusions),
Decomposed (Angeles Diabolicos, Eaten by Acid, Ratas Humanas)
Looking at the tille & the cover of this compilation you may think that
vou will hear doom metal,, but it definitely would be your fatal mistake
It highflown intro of the opener band Demolition has something com-
mon with doom, then the rest hasn’t. Demolition tries to smash your
face with straight forward death/grind, maybe brutal freax should like
them, but for originality they could be gaven 0 points from 10, for melody
- 01 from 10, for anger & for playing technics - 1 from 10. Good luck in
future guys, keep going this way! And if seriously, better go out of it
Catalepsy - another sarlors of drowning ship could mind nothing clever
but to play grind w/ grunting vocals. Primitive. They don't worth more
space in this review. The next are Brainstorm, which comes with the
song with very significant title - “Born to Kill". They are a bit more
mteresting, because beneath their crushing/smashing music you hear
thrash metal style voice. The guitar riffs also take you in the times when
thrash was the most extreme kind of metal. This thrash/death is better
than the previous band on this comp., but Brainstorm could not be
considered higher than “not very bad demo-level band”. Another he-
roes here are Decomposed from LA (don’t take them fro british De-
composed!). Primitive DM with tired riffs and low voice. And the last
on this album are Mutilage. From this cruel title try to guess what is the
style they play... Easy exercise - that is death metal. The most real, the
most standartic. fullfilled with guitar solos. Judge for yourselfto get this
70 minutes long compilation album or not, the address is here: PO Box
39439, Los Angeles. CA 90039-0439 USA (-G-) (By the way. | have
deserved 10 bucks for not any single mentioning of the word “brutal” in
this review!)

INCANTATION

Mortal Throne of Nazarene

1994 Relapse/Nuclear Blast

Demonic Incarnate, Emaciated Holy Figure, Iconoplasm of Catholi-
cism, Essence Ablaze, Noctournal Dominium, The Ibex Moon, Bliss-
ful Bloodshower,Aboli: nt of Im late Serenity

American quartet bring another portion of wearing grinding death metal.
Encouraged by their debut “Onward to Golgotha”, Relapse’s acclaimed
as “one of the most brutal DM acts ever”, these brave guys decided to
show the masses that they are able 1o record “even more brutal” bravely
tough piece of shit. The band really served such an ironical approach,
first of all because their music doesn’t have any hooks. One-sided songs
builded on grinding beats, a bit blackish guitars and weakly howling
voice in the background. Sometimes things are slowed down, but these
doom parts also sounds hopelessly unconvincing. And there’s absoultely
no ponit to analyse the songs separately - all of the are about the same
To resume it could be said: this fashion fades away guys... (-G-)

KATAKLYSM

Sorcery

1994 Relapse

I Sorcesy, Il The Rebirth Vortex of Creation, Whirlwind of With-
ered Blossoms, Feeling the Neverworld, [11 Elder God, IV The Res-
urrected Portal of Heaven, Garden of Dreams, Once... Upon
Posession, Dead Zygote, V World of Treason

After releasing demo The Death Gate Cycle of Reincarnation and The
Mystical gate of Reincarnation EP now these Canadian guys visited Le
Studio (Rush, U2 g recorded their works here) to record full-length
CD under the careful supervision of producer Glen Robinson (remem-
ber Voivod?). So, everything seems to be all right and when I touched
this CD for the first time, I thought I'll enjoy this music. And th ecover
looks pretty good! But I felt happy only to theminute when I put the
disc into the player. The music is... burtal grind/death. Don't like this
style. Maybe [ could say even more - hate this style, when it’s done
without any aim or fantasy. Entertainment death metal and nothing more.
Maybe it’s better than traditional grind and worse than many groups of
traditional death metal style, butit’s absolutely not my cup of tea. Some
words about the lyrics. There are three trilogies in this CD and they give
you all the usual mystical thoughts - so it could be very interesting, if it
wasn’t so usual. Anyway, I can't tell anything bad about it (nothing
very positive, also). Wjhat's more. Maybe everything is said and | can
resume - it ain’t bad, but why so traditional? Only for real fans

Kataklysm, ¢/o Sonic Disaster Management, P.O. Box 34, Cote Des
Naiges, Montreal, Canada. (-A-)

OPPRESSOR

Solstice of Oppression

1994 Red Lights

Seasons, Eclipse into Eternity, Devour the Soul, And the Angels Fell
(the Suffering), Prelude to Death, Genocide, Rotted Paradise, As
Blood Flows, Dying Inside

One more acts Red Lights Records allows us to know about is Oppres-
sor. [Us not any problem to describe their style, ‘cause it is the genre a
bit younger than the oldest profession in the world, but quite known
nowaydays - that is death metal. They perhaps think that all that stupid
acoustical insertions allow to consider them as very cool & sick band.
As regards “sick”, they are definitely. The vocals parts done in the best
traditions of Cannibal Corpse (with a bit clearer voice they would sound
really better). Piano in “Prelude to Death” and in the beginning of “Eclipse
to Eternity” is the best thing through the whole album. For info con-
tact: Tom Schofield. 1759 Camp McDonald Rd., Mt.Prospect, IL 60056,
USA.(-G-)

SACRED SIN

The Other Sides
1994 self released
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A Monastery in Darkness, The Shades Behind, Punishment, Terror
Rise, Gravestone Without Name, Twilight Insights, The Infinite Voy-
ager, In the Veins of Rotting Flesh, Ode to My Crucifying Lord, De-
liverance, The Chapel of the Lost Souls, Carnage Forsaken, Suffo-
cate in Torment, Eternal Duel

With the debut “Darkside " Sacred Sin got the name of “the most popu-
lar Portugal metal act”. The video for the title track appeared on MTV's
“Headbanger’s Ball”. “The Other Sides” is not their 2nd album, it is
released as MC only (limited to 666 copies - very original) and includes
tracks from their EP “The Shades Behind ", “Promo-tape’91" and live
tracks from “Darkside " (recorded in November'93), the latter ones take
nearly an half of the album. The band delivers not too heavy death metal,
the older cuts are perceptably influenced by thrash (Bay Area 1ape), the
new ones are heavier, though live they sound a bit chaotic. Actually this
MC is devoted to those who listened (and liked) catchy death/thrash on
"Darkside". And to begin the acquitance with the band from “The Other
Sides” would not be the wisest decision from your side, better take
“Darkside ... Contact: Sacred Sin, ¢/o Jose Costa, Rua A Perfeito, No.5,
R/c Dto., Massama, 2745 Quelug, Portugal. (-G-)

“THE VERY BEST OF...”

compilation

1994 Progress Red Labels

Everything has its end. And this CD marks the change of Progress Red
Labels profile and announces the new name under which this label work
now - Progress Records. So this CD is is the 13th and the last PRL
release for those interested people (like me) that wish to know more of
this old (5 years is its age) label. Something like CD-history.So lets look
what this history is about.

Ilidisposed “Return from Tomorrow " "Inherit the Wind”. Yeah, the most
known PRL group, which proves the old death metal sometimes still
has the power within, even if it is done in the systeme you can expect.
Meatlocker “Violent World”. Florida/Orlando based thrash/hardcore
band which strongly reminds of Biohazard. Now we are waiting for
their CD to come out in the middle of 95.

Detest “Inhaled Through the Body”. The new hope in Denmark which
earlier played something like doomy death but the next album which
will see the light in summer 95 will be more influenced by Pantera’s
kind of stuff. It seems everything turns to hardcore in Denmark now.
Konkhra “Lucid Dreams” "Daybreak”. Another very popular group
from Denmark which plays a little bit melancholic death comparing with
llidisposed. As | know, their new CD “Spit of Swallow"” must be out
now.

Trend “Childhood Memories”. Rap'n’metal!!! Powerful and making you
Jump like a madman in your room. If you are into Rage Against The
Machine don’t miss this group and wait for the band’s official debut
full-length album, sheduled for a mid-95 release

Dominus “Into the Gods" Absolutelly not my cup of tea - just strong
and heavy death/thrash. When [ was writing this review their CD “View
to the Dim " had to be out, and it is influenced by black metal and in-
spired by the Northern mytology,- so it must be something better.
Iniquity “Retorn”. The worst track in this CD. Non-compromising death
metal. You know what it is.

Maceration “Transmogrified”. This project features the members of
Invocator & Dan Swano and plays standartic death without something
special. But now two members have cut their hair, listen only to hip-hop
and are going to create rap/metal music. Things are going very slow but
we'll wait

Doubt “Profit"/"The Benefuit of the Doubt”. My favourites on this CD!!!
The russian story in the beginning of “Profit” about legendary Leningrad
is really cool! Begin each your day with this song. It's sad Doubt de-
cided to take a long break from the music scene. Anyway their MCD
“Benefit" is back in stock.

So..Progress Red Labels has gone but Progress Records appeared
Good luck!!! (-A-)

ANACRUSIS
Screams And Whispers

1993 Metal Blade

Sound the Alarm, Sense of Will, Too Many Prophets, Release, Divi-
sion, Tools of Separation, Grateful, A Screaming Breath, My Soul’s
Affliction, Driven, Brotherhood?, Release (remix)

Nowadays the most of thrash metal bands, which didn't commercialize
their music or didn’t turn in Pantera’s direction, sound old fashioned
and often simply boring. American Anacrusis with its 4th album is a
plesant exception. If their previous release “Manic Impressions " (1991)
was not a typical work of thrash metal, “Screams and Whispers " sur-
pass itin alf’lhe aspects. Music is based on strong, but not blendy brutal
(rather sentimental) riffs, alternative effects (something like in Therapy?
‘s music) & lyrical accoustical parts. And probably the most important
thing 1s original vocals of Kenn Nardi, who practices singing in not less
than three different voices. If you're searching for melody in metal you
should try this album. The music is complex enough, but as band’s gui-
tarist Kenn Heidbreder says. “a lot of complex music has so much go-
ing on that you have to listen to it 5 or 6 times before the hook brings
you in. Without a big name, people don’t listen to you more than once
Hopefully people will give us a chance on this one”. Certainly this time
the hook brings you in from the first time, you simply can’t notice such
good tracks as “Sound the Alarm"”, “Release”” or “Brotherhood?”". Though
listening to the album more times, you realize that nearly an half of the
tracks are not as outstanding as the ones mentioned above. Neverthe-
less, “Screams and Whispers™ is more than an hour of original thrash
Band contact: Anacrusis, 4107 Lockport. Bridgeton MO 63044, USA. (-
G-)

EPIDEMIC

Exit Paradise

1994 Metal Blade

Void, Vulture, Deaden, Lament, Exit Paradise, Institution of Igno-
rance, Section 13, Everlasting Lie, Written in Blood, To Escape the
Void

American band Epidemic spit out its second album, which follows up
the debut “Decameron " They stands in the crossroad between hardcore
thrash a la Pantera/Biohazard and death metal a la new Entombed. If
both styles themselves are worth of your attention, then Epidemic’s
effort to mix ‘em sounds 1f not weak then very unimpressive & harm-
less. All songs are based on one scheme - slow & strong rhytm with

. . - G %
tight riffs and screaming voice (singer wants to do like Entombed an
Pantera, but it doesn’t make any effect). These “mosh/break your neck”
parts sometimes vary with speed moments but after a couple of minutes
of listening it chills you to the bones. Band contact: 4546 EI Camino
Real, Ste B10 #3535, Los Altos, CA 94022, USA. (-G-)

ICED EARTH

Night of the Stormrider

1992 Century Media

Angels Holocaust, Stormrider, The Path | Choose, Before the Vi-
sion, Mystical End, Desert Rain, Pure Evil, Reaching the End, Travel
in Stygian

I really suppos there's no point to review old releases, though there will
be made some exceptions. This album is quite rare in our lands, I've got
it under request from Century Media. Why did 1 ask it? Very simple
reason - Iced Earth’s self titled debut (1990) was a very good piece of
catchy power metal and it would be a crime to ignore therr further cre-
ation. By the way, the band comes from Florida, but it's not DM - re-
spect to them! But the 2nd album dissapointed me. It’s definitely out of
the frames of time. I mean the music is old fashioned. (Or namely [ am
wrong trying to evaluate this album in 1994, when 1t was released two
years ago). Too little innovations in comparison with the debut album

Yes, it’s again strong, fast, romantic power metal with lots of accoustical
insertions/lyrical digressions. The best track is the opener “Angels Ho-
locaust™ with wisely used opera parts. (-G-)

KRUG

Krug

1994 From The Crypt Records

Creation, The Short End, Prime Mover, Brain Wash, Empty Head,
Trespass, The Letter, Hemorhage, Cold, Unbound

From The Crypt Records begins its work with the self titled debut al-
bum of Canadian outfit Krug. The band has quite unique sound (cre-
ated by catchy thrash & a bit industrial guitars, soft percussion and voice,
which varies from heavy kinda thrash one to rap style). As for style, it is
based on thrash metal, mixing some old Bay Are type stuff w’ modern
groove/hardcore and slightly industrial approach. (influences vary from
Metallica through Panterato Die Krupps). At first sight music sounds
abitunconvincing, but listening more attentively it could be felt that it’s
definitely not “one frame” band. By the way, in song “Brain Wash” they
use a violin - rare case enough in such kind of metal. Though from other
side Krug could not be described as one of those really standout bands
all we are crazy for at the moment. To contact ‘em write: From The
Crypt Records, 3480 Lawrence Ave. East, PO Box 23, Scarborough,
Ontario, M1H 1A9, Canada. (-G-)

LOB OF LEMMINGS

Just Human

1993 TBA Records

Les Nouveaux Ans, Tired, Alienated, Soup. Ignorance, Sun, Naughty
One, Rage, Surgery

Burned Out, Evil Eye, Save Me, Change

Danmark salutes you, and | should feel specific sentiments to this CD.
cause since November'94 I'm trying to study Damish language (kan du
tale dansk? Ja, lidt). Nevertheless there are no any marks of Danish words
(unfortunately) on the cover of this CD, so | can’t show my poligloncal
(how the hell is the word “poliglotas™ in English?!) abilities. [n the place
of Danish words on the cover there are parts of the unknown purpose
machine, which could mislead you that Lob of Lemmings 1s an indus-
trial act. Actually itisn't. Well, itis, or it isn't also depends on how do
you understand the word industrial. If we would take the popular mean-
ing, then Lob of Lemmings have a bit of it, but the musical foundation
is based on metal & modern hardcore. Not as clamorous as Biohazard.
but far closer to today’s demands than, for example, new Forbidden
This is ain’t stunning, however it ain’t bad. CD is for 20 USD from Pingo
Distribution, Sankt Jorgens Alle 7. 0.g.1 th , 1615 Kobenhavn, Danmark
(-G-)

MACHINE HEAD

Burn My Eyes

1994 Roadrunner

Davidian, Old, A Thousand Lies, None But My Own, The Rage to
Overcome, Death Church, Nation on Fire, Blood for Blood. Real Eyes.
Realize. Real Lies., I'm Your God Now, Block

It's hard to get attention playing Bay Are thrash, according (or nat ac
cording) to that ex-Violence guitarist Rob Flynn a couple of vears ago
founded a new act Machine Head which actually has very little to do
with Violence. “Burn My Eyes " - the debut album - gives a strong shot
to recent world scene. Musically they keep themselves near all that mod
ern mosh thrash/hardcore, following the steps of Pantera and Biohaz-
ard. Well, they are not as rap-ish as Biohazard and not as straightly
tough as Pantera’s “Far Beyond Driven”, but if you would hear some-
one sayin’ that Machine Head kicks Pantera’s ass, don’t be surprised
If you need the music which would be a goo stimule to jump up and
down in your room (& shiver your grandma) - this one is for you. (-G-)

the MOBILE MOB FREAKSHOW

Horror Freakshow

1994 Primitive Art

Where Angels Fear To Tread, Interzone, Death Valley Caves, She
Loves Evil Dead, Ghostdance, Cannibals, Telescope Eyes, Teenage
Schizoid, Whores of Babylon, Sideshow Circus, Horror Freakshow,
Psychotic Mob, Voodoo Maniac Zombie Girls, Bloodfeast A Go Go
Al first sight it looks like White Zombie. The image. photos
cover, song titles... If you get deeper, this Swedish horror lovers a
very similar to that famous American freaks. Formed in "91 they already
have demo & 7" EP, and now succeeded to release the debut CD. Bi-
zarre horror punk metal - that should be their music’s describtion. They
are raw, furious, aggressive, crazy, ambitious and. . have well-hidden
gothic spirit. I'd also like to mention hardcore as one of the components
of their style, but [ bet that “hardcore” reminds you of Sick of it All
Souls at Zero or something like that, so I'd prefare to keep my mouth
shut (anyway | meant more punk oriented hardcore). Vocals 1s in punk
fields, though it’s not hysteric, rather it has that mentioned above “well-
hidden gothic spirit”. By the way, the music is slightly melodic, as for
the highlights there could be mentioned “Where Angels Dare to Tread”
“Ghostdance™ and “Whores of Babylon™. CD costs 16 USD and can get
it from Primitive Art Rec., ¢/ o Staver, Stalgaton 40, S-302 51 Halmstad.
Sweden. (-G-)

PHYSICAL ATTRACTION

The Fool Lead the Blind

1994 Progress Records

Stones are Cold, The Fool Lead the Blind, Your Obligation, Life in
Pain, People With Power, Complete Deafness, | Hate You More...,
Someone Elses Word, Master of Disaster, Brainkilled, Undress Your
Soul

Yes. Progress Records keep step with the world's metal fashion and
two their new bands - Welt and Physical Attraction show they found
the right way,- both these groups and especially Physical Attraction
now can stand near such popular groups nowadays as Pantera.




Nowadays vou could find various phenomena in the
depths of the underground. Large number of worship-
pers of dark forces preach their ideas through the
gloomy music called Black metal as well as others
found Christian metal would be the right space for
the expression of their thoughts and feelings. How-

ev

such things aren’t amazing no longer but
Would you imagine some kind of mixture like extreme
music and “Godly™ lyries? Yea, that case is unusual
but real

Thus. mysterious act named Mortification arose from
the crypt of distant Australia 4 years ago. These guys
were able to find certain compromise between death
grind ' thrash sounding and words like psalms in honor
of God. And they did this really well

There is no need to tell history of this band as you'll
can hear the main facts from themselves. It only could
be mentioned they are three-piece act from the begin-
ning and just released 6th album titled “Bloodworld”
This LP is really interesting, there you can find new
ideas and tunes if compare with previous releases. And
vou can make the acquaintance with Mortification
n one member’s words right now

First of all, tell the history of Mortification shortly,
please

Mortification evolved from the band Lghtforce when
1 split up. Steve (bass + vocals) recruited a previous

member of Lightforce and a new drummer. They re-

Break The Curse” now
After that, |

joined, we wrote heavier matenial and recorded for the

corded a demo tape called
re-released on CD by Nuclear Blast
LA based label Frontline = Intense Records. who be
came interested 1n the band by the demo. We now
have 6 CD releases through that label

Was Lightforce your first formation? What was the
son this band split up in 1990 despite of 3 re-
leases were out?

re

2 were demo tapes. The

| was an album. And other
hand was severely ripped off by the Record label that
signed Lightforce (8000 $) so the band got disillu-
sioned and split up at last. They were all interested in

other things

|

Discography

1. “Break the Curse”

Blast
“Mortification™ 1991

1990 - licenced by Nuclear
- Intense Rec. release
only

3. “Scrolls of the Megilloth™ 1992
Nuclear Blast

4 “Post Momentary Aflliction” 1993 - licenced
by Nuclear Blast

licenced by

5. *Live Planetarium™ 1993 (also a live video)

Intense Rec. release only
6.Bloodworld™ 1994 - licenced by Nuclear Blast
track lists

“Live Planetarium” (1993 /Intense Records)
Girind Planetarium, Distarnish Priest, Brutal War-
fare, Destroyer Beholds, Inflamed, Scrolls of the
Megilloth, Symbiosis (new). Time Crusaders
(new), Blacksnake, From the Valley of Shadows,
Human Condition, The Majestic Infiltration of
Order, This Momentary Affliction

“Blood World™ (1994 Intense Records)

Clan of the Light, Blood World, Starlight. Your
Life, Monks of the High Lord, Symbiosis, Love
Song. Live by the Sword. J.G.S.H., Dark Allu-

sions

= 2 i

Well, Mortification is three-piece act. But some-
times it would be complicated to play such inten-
sive music with one guitar. wouldn’t it? All mem-
bers are good musicians but maybe you're going
to find one or two more?
No, we're happy as 3 piece. Less personal conflicts
to worry about and it's cheaper to travel. The only
reason we’ve done 2 American tours + | German one
is because it’s easier to pay for 3 airfares than for 4 or
5! We don’t feel too limited
You have 6 releases for this time already. The no-
ticeable progress could be found since the first al-
bum. I liked “Post Momentary Affliction” most of
all myself. And it would be interesting to hear your
opinion about them. Which is the best one to your
mind? What do you thing about debut album to-
day? When could we expect for the next record?
Post Momentary is my favourite too! Our style
progressed from thrash to death / grind. Now we're
doing everything. Our new album is thrash = death

grind and a lot of hardcore fans like it too. Its got wide
appeal! When you are contracted to do 1 album every
year, it's easier 10 be free to write however we feel!

Mortification was formed in Australia. Some time
ago heavy music was some kind of stronghold for
Furopean and American groups. Bat your band be-
came well-known abroad and stood up among the

,

best acts. How could yvou explain such succes
We were offering something many people thought of

as breath of
freshair! Positive
lyrics and brutal
music. We have in-

fluences from both

American and European music. So it was easy for us
1o have a balance of influences! Also here’s my phi-
losophy: good music speaks to those w ho want 1o hs-
ten!

Yeah, now there will be the question | consider you
must answer most often to. But in different aspect.
You're known like brutal band (I mean your mu-
sic and don't want to use “death™ category ‘cause
I think your music can’t be putin one frame) with
Christian lyrics. So there’s rather interesting com-
bination as these standards with blood and corpses

or Satan and evil became boring already. But how
did the idea of such Kind of Iyrics appear? And
were there any reproaches from both sides (I mean
extreme Death fans and Christians)?

We are Christians who love brutal music. Most of the

hands at the time were great, but they were wankers
who tried to use satanism for the trend. So we wanted
10 hear a band that was brutal. and stood up for all the
Christian metal fans around the world. We became
one of those bands! It helped us get signed to the two
Record labels because they wanted something differ-
ent, and they knew people would buy us! But some

fans don’t want to know about Christian people, so
they don't like us. The other Christians that don’t like
metal don't have to worry about us because our mu-
sic is not for them! It's for those that do!

But there are people (Deicide’s Glenn Benton for
example) who are clearly against Christianity.
What are your relations with them? Do you agree
that music wouldn’t become any sphere of various
odds?

These people are against Christianity because Chris-
tians have been against them. But the true message of
Christ 1s o be a good example of him to the world
Jesus would not protest in front of concerts. or hate
the people that hate him. It’s true that you can use
music for any purpose. Chuck of Death isn’t a band
that promote Satan. He avoids all the religious argu-
ments. So that proves death metal 1sn't only for evil,
because they were pioneers of the music! And Na-
palm Death don't need to use Satan for people to
like them! They are a great band and they play brutal
music!

Mortification plays rather original music. But per-

Nightfall,
\.

Well, say few words about your band members.
Are you professional musicians or do something
else? What are your favourite trades in your lei-
sure?

We are all around 23 years old. We do work and study
apart of Nightfall. Actually. our band has to do noth-
ing at all with business, or future jobs of ours! This is
our art, and the only thing we get is spiritual pleasure
We hate all those who try to get popular or try to make
money from music or whatever. Here we don’t use
any other producers apart from ourselves, simply be-
cause this is our own art, our own feeling, world,
our own soulmasturbation. Whether or not we have
a label to support us fi-
nancially we’ll keep on
doing what we like to do
for us. Fuck the trendies!
You were signed by Holy
Rec. just after first
demo. That was really
successful step, I guess.
But two full length al-
bums were released al-
ready. Are you going to
prolong your contract
with this French label?
Were you quite satisfied
working on i
Everything has gone fine
so far, so why to break
it up? The only thing we
need as a band is somebody to give us money for
the studio, arrange tours and accept what we’re
doing without any second thought! We don’t give
a shit if we ever become the best or the worst
seller in the scene, nor if our label sends away 500
promos instead of 5000 ones

“Vanity” demo and debut album had good re-
sponses in a time. The first one caused a sign as
was noted above. Did “Parade of Centuries” suc-
cess determined that you were “Band of 1992” in
Greek Metal Hammer?

It was also that great show with Paradise Lost over
here as well as since the beginning we're counting on
our feelings and thoughts only and not on these words
of mags or even fans

“Parade of Centuri and “Macabre Sunset” are
pretty excellent albums. I couldn’t exclude any of
them though they are rather different. If you con-
sider one of them is better than another?

Mother never chooses among her precious children,
especially if “she” sees “her” own life and dreams in
their “eyes”... it’s art

Your tracks have quite mystic and doomy titles as
well as the name of group. And everything is just
connected with music very well. If you agree that
lyrics must be absolutely related to music? Who
creates songs in your band?
Poetry comes first, while music “just” follows. Our
inky tears are those who mark the tunes of ours

You play music somebody called Atmospheric
Sympho - Doom Death metal. I don’t like any kind
of labels ‘cause they put music into frames, don’t
they? If you spend much time to create each track
it would sound as well as possible? Are you going
to use other instruments beside piano and Key-
boards to make necessary atmosphere?

There's only “good” performed music and “bad” per
formed one; music is unlimited like our fantasy! Those
who label it are the mentally poor ones as well as those
who try to sell it to the above mentioned! We create
in the same way like a painter creates a picture, like a
writer a book, a poet a poem, etc... Right from within
with not any additional thoughts or trendy arrange-
ments. We never spend too much time for a tune. As
far as you got the inspiration you also got the cre-
auon

Nightfall rose from the depths of greatest Ancient
land with famous past. If you derive ideas for your
creation from Greek history and mythology?

I don't get ideas... I'm myself an active part of the
Ancient Greek literature world! | believe that I'm one
of the fewest ones who have that spirit inside. And
you have to know that this is not on purpose due to
either you do have it or you don’t! And if you have 1t
[ can assure you that it’s not always so “cool”. as you
think, in our todays world!

Greek metal bands became better day by day.
Septic Flesh, Rotting Christ,

Varathron, etc. are well - known far from the
boundaries of Greece. And most of acts are rather
different if compare with ones from other lands.
Is it so ‘cause your scene began (o rise just sev-
eral years ago and bands have completely new
ideas?

Who knows... Who cares
But there is another side. Some time ago Swedish
death metal shook underground. And today there
is tremendous number of groups, their sound is
almost the same. So traditional death metal became
a trend at last. New tunes in music are necessary,
I suppose. What do you think about that? Could
t h e
same
thing
happen
t 0
Greek
scene
when
much
more
bands
would
b €
formed?
Apart
from 4 -
5 bands
over
here the rest of the scene (the Greek) is full of
fashion victim children who cannot even copy the
sound or the ideas of the rest well! ['m sure you've
already known those few worthy Greek bands
(ves, you do)
Lets talk about gigs now. I read that you like to see
many fans in your shows. Could you remember the
best concert Nightfall has ever played” What bands
would you like to play in one show with?
The whole Macabre Dance Tour across Europe has
been an incredible experience for all of us, as well as
for the people who came to those shows, as we heard
their comments and read their amazing reviews after
the tour completed. The fact that from our very first
ever tour we were the headliners shows how special
our fans are, how also great our shows are. See ya in
our next tour in '95!
There are some musicians who create something
only for money. Their sounding (I don’t want to
say “music”) is pretty grey, without any sense and
feelings. But there are many other ways to get
money. What could you say for those who make
business out of music? Would you play a gig with-
out any payment?
Yes, of course. we've played gigs so far without prof-
its!! And we will do it again and again as far as we get
some kind of special experience out of those acts (I'm
talking of course about spintual and life experience
and not for stage performance experience!!!). How
ever, to be honest, | prefer to listen to a band who
makes music for living (in a pro way) only if it's mem-
bers say it out - being honest - to the mags, fans, etc
I hate those who try to fool fans by speaking about
feelings and underground while their aim is to become
the most popular and someday a kind of “rock stars™
Unfortunately, our scene is {ull of such creeps who
consider as “success” the numbers of their albums’
sales!! No matter if a band plays Black or Rock, Clas-
sical or Dance music; it can be either true or false,
pure or trendy, art or business
Metal is serious music, some kind of art as well as
other styles. But always somebody will say That’s
lots of sounds without any sense and only for those
who are sixteen - seventeen. Such people don’tun-
derstand this music to my mind. What's your opin-
ion about that?
Those silly comments belong to the fashion victims
as well as 1o all those closed minded people. Unfortu
nately, this thing doesn’t happen only with “metal’
music but also with all the “modern” styles of music
sounds which are ultra fave to the youths around. Who
fucks them... However, don’t you also ever forget that

there's not any metal, or funk. or rave music but just
music!

So. that’s all about. Would you add something?
Thanx for the support. Keep on with all the true ones
around

- Birute -
the mini albur

haps there were some influences at the very begin-
ning. Which bands could you mention? What Kind
of music are you into? What could you say to those
who try only to copy others?

Our influences come from the styles of music them-
selves. We don’t try to copy bands. When | write a
song, 1t's a Death, Grind song, or a Thrash song, or a
Rock song with a grind beat to power 1t up. Not a
song that sounds like other bands. We don’t mean to
copy. Bands that copy are just trying to be safe
They're afraid to do anything different, and they are
not as “inspired musicians”. As the original ones are
The bands we like are as diverse as Sodom. Celtic
Frost. Destruction, Iron Maiden, Motorhead,
Sabbat, Skyclad, Kiss, Suicidal Tendencies, Circle
of Dust, Twisted Sister, Gorilla Biscuits, Sick of it
All etc... We listen to many styles

Do you feel the envy of other people? What do you
think about this?

| don’t know what you mean by the envy of other

people. Is it that people envy us? If 50, yes. many do
They don't have 6 internationally released C D’s and
we do! They think we don’t deserve the success be-
cause we're Christians. So it’s their problem

Well, music is the main side of real musicians life.
But there is another side too. How do you spend
vour leisure? Could you mention the greatest suc-

Eons Aur, P

cess and the appointment
My greatest success is my family! And they’re my
responsibility. I also like to play Zone 3. Mortal Com
bat, See Kiss Alive (eventually) and watch The
Simpsons + Star Trek on TV. But another success 1s
that [ can convert my feelings into music, and have it
to help others! The only disappointments are some
unexpressed emonions, and some things that want me
to compromise my relationship with my tamily!
Imagine vou'd be able to clean your brain from one
memory. What one would it be? What streak of man
do you detest most of all?

There may be some things, but they re too personal
1o mention, Otherwise everything I've done has made
me what | am, and | would probably be a hypocrite to
wipe them from memory. And I probably will forget
why I am!

OK, it’s about ending. What could you wish to our
readers and all metalheads? And the very final
words would be yours.
I hope you all lead a good life. Thanks for the nter-
view and remember, please don’t let hypocrites de-
stroy your belief in God. They become corrupt be-

cause they forget their purpose and become greedy
Check out our music. It deserves more respect. Thanks
for your support!

-Birute-



Physical Attraction was proclaimed “Sweden’s new hardcore hope”,
and | agree it is the best “N.Y.style” group from this country. [t mixes
the new stuff of Pantera and the older D.R.I. but Anders Palme's sing-
ing manner reminds of S.0.D. or M.O.D. more than of Biohazard, for
example. Lyrically Physical Attraction is close to the bands like Con-
solidated and S.0.D. Well, what's about style? To tell the truth, there
aren’t things which could radically change HC scene in this CD, be-
cause everything is done according to all the standarts of modern HC [s
1t good or bad? Dunno, but “The Fool Lead the Blind " sound is fresh. It
1s the thing which kicks hard, and if you are looking for compromises,
better don’t touch this CD - Physical Attraction is only for strong people
Besides all usual things there are some songs which sound 1sn't like
other groups. For example listen to “Someane Else Word” - you can
feel melody here and it 1sn't very usual thing for HC bands *don't
say: oh, I know, this is N.Y. HC, I've heard it million times before, they
can’t surprise me. Listen and you'll understand what real power is. By
the way, it is the first Physical Attraction’s CD,- so who knows what
this band can reach in the future. Contact: ¢/o Martin Palten, Vaktarev agen
2A, 291 64 Kristianstad, Sweden. (-A-)

SARKOMA

Integrity

1994 Red Lights

Tuesdays, Tabula Rasa, Hoveldaze, George, Universal Footsteps,
Blue Horizon, Mortamer, Paper, Less By One, Tung

IU's not easy to decide where does Sarkoma want to integrate them-
selves, however this five piece outfit is already integrated in the circle of
real American metal stuff” deliverers. Screaming, energetic and intense
groove'hardcore with funk elements. They won a respect for their non
standartic lyrics (the band doesn’t keep on “fuck you™ & I don't givea
shit” type themes). Though musically they are not very diverse and not
very acceptable in “commercial respect” (more aggression than melody)

Band contact: Sarkoma, PO Box 6421, Rockford, IL 61125-1421. USA

(-G-)

SKATENI
What A Mangled Web We Leave
1994 Red Lights
Passion for Destruction, Regret, Texas Tattoo, Family Values, Para-
sites, Sign the Dotted Line, Hoosegow, Mt.Carmel Cookout, Ranch
Apocalypse, Rip Off
Here come the Skatenigs! Come from Texas and they're one more ex
ample that mother America proceeds really a big quantity of bands, that
have “a fuck you” attitude. Anyway Skatenigs is not an ordinary one
What A Mangled Web We Leave * is the follow-up to their debut” “Stu-
pid People Shouldn't Breed” and it delivers tight hardcore industrial
metal. Successful miz of Ministry and Biohazard. | only wonder w hy
aren’t they as popular as Machine Head. As mentioned above Sjatenigs’
music overstep the bounds of American hardcore and is done with in-
dustrial approach. That doesn't mean that they're praised for originality
(actually they didn’t create any new style), just their industrialized metal
has hundred time more hooks than pointless heavyness in Pantera’s
Far Beyond Driven” (it seems that Pantera '94s becomes the scape-
goat of this review section, however that album is an example when the
stick was bended). “What A Mangled Web We Leave " is one of the best
releases of modern/hot heavy music lately. Fan club info Skatenigs, PO
Box 223, Austin, TX 78767-0223, USA. (-G-)

8w

DREAM THEATER

Awake

1994 Eastwest Records

6:00, Caught in a Web, Innocence Faded, Erotomania. Voices, The
Silent Man, The Mirror,

Lie, Lifting Shadows off a Dream, Scarred, Space-Dye Vest

Dream Theater’s previous album “Images and Words" was a proper
example of the fact, that the big part of progressive metal bands turn
their music into more softer way & create songs understandable to a
wider circle of listeners. From the other side, it doesn’t fit to D.T, ex-
actly “cause they were always “commercial” enough in this point. And
actually, “/mages and Words " helped the band to attract more new fans
and together with Queensryche, D.T. now probably are the most known
progressive metal acts. So it was natural to wait for even more “com-
mercialized” thing from the band in 1994, but “Awake ", how strange
there would be, hits you with sharper and straighter music. Dream The-
ater is more hard rock edged than before, not as bright and synthetical
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as in “Images and Words". Some parts even hints into the debut album
“When Dream and Day Unite " (1989), but in general here domine typi
cal D.T. songs (like “Caught in a Web”, “The Mirror”, “Lie”). Some
ballads as “The Silent Man". “Innocence Faded” and “Space-Dye West”
reminds of lyrical side of the band, instrumental **Erotomania” hints into
Yngwie Malmsteen kind of thing. Resuming, “Awake " is quite enjoy

able for fans, but for the first acquitance better take “/mages and Words

album (and the only thing [ missed in “Awake " 15 a song like “Pull Me
Under” (from “/mages ). Fan club: Dream Theater International Fan
Club, Midtown Station, PO Box 1188, New York, NY 10018, USA (-G-)

FATES WARNING

Inside Out

1994 Metal Blade

Outside Looking In, Pale Fire, The Strand, Shelter Me, Island in
the Stream, Down to the Wire, Face the Fear, Inward Bound. Monu-
ment, Afterglow

Fates Warning could be considered as one of
the initiatorsof progressive metal style. They re-
leased the debut album in early 1984 (“Night on
Brocken™), and if that album ‘and its follow-up
‘The Spectre Within " (1985) were not very ma-
tured (they were rather efforts to combine Iron
Maiden and rising American progressive metal
style), the 3rd album “Awaken the Guardian’
could proudly lay on the shelf of classical re-
leases. In that days Dream Theater only began
their musical career (as we know they released
the debut in 1989), and guys from Psychotic
Waltz perhaps went to the school No Exit"
(1988) continued the line drawed by its forerun-
ner “Awaken the Guardian "', and namely in that
years (1988/1989) there was a wave of techno
progressive stuff. From Europe - Mekong Delta,
Deathrow, Sieges Even, Midas Touch, from the
States - Hades, Dream Theater, Watchtower
The first step aside from typical progressive
thrash stuff was Fates Warning's 1989 year al-
bum “Perfect Symmetry”'. If nowadays we would
take it:as normal thing, then (5 years ago) people
with conservative attitude even concluded that
Fates Warning is no metal band anymore. Any-
way looking through the 5 years prism, “Perfect
Symmetry " was complicated enough for ordinary
audience and only “Parallels” (1991) was the
first perceptable step to commercial songs &
sound. The hit single “Point of View™ probably
was the heaviest track on that album. The spirit
of earlier stuff could be felt in “The Eleventh
Hour™. In general, it was the effort (and successful one) to come closer
to the style, which helped Queensryche to reach the tops
So it was a quick trip through Fates Warning history and as for “/nside
Out ™, this (already 7th full length opus) album is similar to “Parralels
Inmany aspects. “By first listening acceptable™ songs with clear refrains
and arrangements, less drastic vocals (singer totally changed his pro-
gressive style voice from screaming to kinder & melodical one). “More
than a couple of riffs” song structures keep the band in a big distance
{rom typical pop metal bands, Fates Warning are wiser both lyrically
and musically. From the other side, there are almost no songs (maybe
except “Monument” with eastern motifs), which would be resemble with
the earlier work. The mood mainly is soft and calm, so the fans of band’s
older stuff will miss, so to speak, “psychotic” parts Actually “Inside
Qut” is even softer than “Parallels”, even not speaking about
Queensryche’s first single “I Am I” from their brand new album “Prom-
ised Land”. “Pale Fire", “Shelter Me" and “Face the Fear” could be
considered as the new face of recent Fates Warning (and as typical
tracks of “Inside Out ™). How there would be, Fates Warning were and
are the masters of harmonic/poetic progressive metal. (-G-)

1Q

Ever

1993 Giant Electric Pea

The Darkest Hour, Further Away, Fading Senses ( a) After All, b)
Fading Senses), Out of Nowhere, Leap of Faith, Came Down
Unwittingly this album could be put on one shelf with Dream Theater’s
debut “When Dream And Day Unite” | can't say, that both dics are
very similar, but something common exists between them. Because the
album, which this British quintet presents us. is excellent indeed. I would
describe itas early Rush meets Uriah Heep. In the first song “The Dark-
est Hour” is impossible to pass by Rush' music elements. In spite of
that, 1Q succeeded to create peculiar style, In musical aspect there’s
nothing to reprove for, it is felt than they are professional musicians
Someone could take Peter Nichols' vocals as an old fashioned one, but
itreally fits well tom music. The best songs in this album are variable 15
min. “Further Away” and atmospherical & nostalgycal two part cut “Fad-
ng Senses”, in which especially shines keyboardist Martin Oxford. “Out
of Nowhere" crawls to Uriah Heep, while “Leap of Faith” again givesa
chance to all the instruments reveal themselves. Recommended to all
fans of progressive metal and old hard rock. (-S-)

MAYFAIR
Behind...

1993 Witchunt
Behind, Advanced in Years, Generation Isolated, Madame Pest,
Schlaflos Mude, Ecstasy

Well, here you'll find
some lines about the g
best band from Aus-
tria called Mayfair. It
was formed in 1989
and they needed two
years for practice, af-
ter that guyes released
debut demo “Find M}
Screams Begind This
Gate”. The responses
musicians ‘ve got
from the press, were,
kindly speaking, good
“Metal Hammer™ even
called this release “The Month’s demo”, and others compared Mayfair
with legendary Warlord and Fates Warning. After some gigs with Blind
Guardian, Iced Earth, Tankard. etc. the group entered the studio to
record their six-trax debut mini CD, which, in my opinion, is one of the
best debut albums ever released. You can't find the most suitable name
for this style - “coz it’s “strange” More avantgardic than Dream The-
ater, though Mayfair's music reminds of this group. “Metal Hammer”
noticed gothic-touch here too. Maybe, I'm not sure. But you can find all
you want here - anyway progressive metal domines. Photos on CD book-
let give strong associations with group’s music. Naturlich. All pictures
are theatrical, but realistic as well. Something like illusions which found
the reality. You can say the same about the music - romantic, giving the
sense of loneliness, but drastic at the same tume. The singer’s Mario

voice is more than good - in short everything is as great as it could be
The manager of the Belgian band Patriarch Baelus said, that “Behind

1s the most interesting release he had ever heard for years - and now |
can only to repear his words. By the way, “Metal Hammer” gave 7 points
(from 7) to this disc, “Rock Hard™ - 7.5 (from 10), “Heavy, oder was!”"
-9 (from 10). These facts show you the situation, so can you belive - it’s
wonderful & exciting work. The Art in music. By the way, maybe you
Giedrius, would like to add anything? quite unexpected offer

ing, I'm just typing this review. Though if vou asked - Mayfair’s
h is nicely done progressive metal album, mavbe not too suit
able for MTV (it prefers Dream Theater and Queensryche), but enjoy

eee

Be

able for ordinary fans. Address: Mario Prunster, Moltnerstr. 66, 6820
Frastanz, Austria. (-A-)

MINDFUNK

Dropped

1993 Roadrunner

Goddess, Closer, Drowning, In The Way Eye, Zootiehead, Wisteri:
Mama, Moses and Me, 11 Ton Butterfly, Hogwallow, Billygoat, Hol-
low

I remember that spring of 1993 when on MTV's “Headbanger's Ball” |
saw Mindfunk’s song “Goddess™ first time. It was a long wait before |
succeeded to get this CD. To tell the truth, I didn't expect that Mindfunk
plays namely such music. But it doesn’t matter, because “Dropped

together with Tribe After Tribe's “Love Under Will " are one of my
favorite albums, released in 1993. After some line-up changes, Mindfunk
gives a hardly described music in this album. Here are heard the unge
sounds a la Soundgarden, here crawls out Led Zeppelin, here again 1s
returned to thrash. From time to time Mindfunk with its melancholical
melodies (the merit of the singer Patrick Dubar) reminds 70’s, in some
places they returns to their debut album (1991) and gives up some funk

It’s hard to pick up all the highlights from this album. It is already men

tioned “Dropped”, also grunge-ish “Drowning”™ (my favorite). atmo

spheric “Wisteria”, sad “11 Ton Butterfly”, and

Check out this album! If you like melancholic metal with nice melodies
you hardly could find anything better than this masterpiece. (-S-)

Wonderdrug
1994 Omni Records
Shriek of the Weak, Smile Mother (your baby’s gonna b

a failure),
Recant, Creation Theory, Memory of an Expensive Festival, Fallen
in Hate (Live at Chez Stadium), The Nightmare Song: Blood and
Fake Blood, Thorazine Turkey Burger

Someone perhaps knows this band’s self utled debut album released in
‘91 by Noise Records. which delivered soft progressive rock. Much w er
has flowed under the bridges since then. The fate didn't indulge Naked
Sun - keyboardist Frantz Libkins was found dead. electrocuted beside
his Hammond orga. Shortly after this, guitarist Q tip was abducted by a
religious cult and he was never to be seen again. In spite of the wicked
hand of fate, band composed & new songs and presented them as
Wonderdrug " album. First of all, speaking of CD cover perhaps the
oot was not the best idea to show on it, however fishes here and there
on the cover look good. Music of “Wonderdrug " is heavier in compari-
son with the debut (which actually has very litle 10 do with metal). Na-
ked Sun constructed its unique style of heavy metal rock, owing a bit
from classical hard rockers as Deep Purple and Uriah Heep, combing
1twith more progressive stuff like Rush or Jethro Tull and adding more
recent metal/rock n'roll & grunge elements. Though the vocals is a bit
histrionic, it fits good to the music. Some tracks (as “Recant” or partly
“Memory of an Expensive Festival”) are resemble to softer and clarified
progressive rock songs from the debut, while the rest are more hard rock
edged. In concluding it could be added that it’s a good album for non
standartic hard rock/heavy metal fans. Omni Records, 808 Broadway
Suite 5-G, New York, NY 10003, USA. Band contact: Naked Sun. PO)
Box 20605, Tompkins Square Sta. New York, NY 10009, USA (-G-)

the PLEASURE ELITE

Bad JuJu

1994 Red Lights

Media Feed, Jokes on You, In the Belly, Crawl, Honky Tonk Hell,
Had it Comin’, Loveworld, Elements of Steel, Walter, Box, Twist on
This, Pinata Hunt, The Plague

“If you are stupid enough to believe the government working m your
best interest, the L.v. and the newspapers are telling you the truth the
whole truth and nothing but the truth then (...)" state from the cover
this album 1s not for you. Speaking between us. the Pleasure Elite s
another‘crew which screams about our 7!king grey life. Re arding the
concept. it's one of the most important things in their creation. and it
works. Lyrical topics vary from sexuality, cannibalism and transvestite
serial killers to politics and media control. The cover presents the animal
of unknown origin (though | guess that it 1s dog), which pisses an the
fence. Kind view, isn't it? As for music, it's groove rap/ndustnal rock
n'roll, one of the more interesting points is that vocal parts mainly were
done in clear, almost Ozzy Osbourne type voice (not that standartic
screaming one, oriented to the throats of Biohazard and Pantera). Mer
chandise & correspondence: Chicks with Dicks Cluberooni, PO Box
61307, Seattle, WA 98121, USA. (-G-)

PSYCHOTIC WALTZ

Mosquito

1994

Mosquito, Lovestone Blind, Haze One, Shattered Sky, Cold, All the
Voices, Dancing in the Ashes, Only Time, Locked Down, Mindsong
American San Diego based progressive/techno act released its third al
bum, which present a bit another approach to music than highly aclaimed
debut "4 Social Grace™ and second album “Into the Everflow” First
of all, there are less straightly cordial and clear ballads. nostalgy (or these
things are covered with more psychedelic shield). In general it’s harder
than sweetness of Rush or Queensryche (well. after their new single [
Am 1" I wouldn’t dare to call them “sweet”), but more openly sincere
than Alice in Chains. The name of the latter band isn't accidentaly men-
tioned here. Yes, AIC has nothing common with progressive metal. but
new Psychotic Waltzalbum is closer to recent American “media” metal
than two previous works mentioned above. Track “Only Time™ has a




feel of that same Alice in Chains. However it is only a broadening of
progressive metal ficlds. not any turn to modern trend. The music is
more energetic than in “/nto the Everflow”, but there are also some
similarities (first of all. that ““purling” double guitars sound). Structurically
wise songs, but not too complex. repeatable refrains, rich sound, great
vocals and playing technics, good melodies - all that makes the one en-
tire thing titled “Aosquito”. As usually, the sixth song on the album is
lyrical ballad. this time its also has a great melodical line though with a
bit strange castern(?) motifs. So concluding it could be added, that there
are no any technothrash here, stuff is not “hard-acceptable™. from the
other side Psychotic Waltz still (?) are much heavier than new Fates
Warning. Band contact: Zardoz Music. Kopernikusweg 37, D-44807
Bochum. Germany  (-G-)

TRIBE AFTER TRIBE

Love Under Will

1993 Roadrunner

Hold On, Ice Below, The Spell, Dance of the ‘Wu Li Masters, I Spit,
h a, Congo Sky, World of Promise, Proud & Beautiful, Let’s Go
In the Face of the Sun / ii: In the

l)rllnllt. The Lovers (i:
Babalon)

Long time 1 haven't heard such a good music. Tribe After Tribe are
descended from South Africa, and so their second longplayer is so con-
tagious and alluring that it’s impossible 1o resist its spells. 64 minutes of
meditative metal with African sounds plus professional arrangements
and very original lyrics. Just take the first track “Hold On™, it Kills! Or

ritual “Ice Below™ with these p‘_rl ot drums (the chip was also showed
on MTV’s “Headbanger s Ball™). “The Spell” entirely corresponds to its
ttle . it’s magic. “I Spit” and * \1k|la" hints more to psychedelia, the

latter one reminded me abit of my favorite Last Crack. The real high-
light of the album is the ballad “Congo Sky™. Nothing remains but to sit
on the mountain in late evening and to listen this song once more and
more again... “World of Promise™ is hypnotic, 1'd say even clectric. This
pulsative rthytm 1s like a ™ which flashes before your eyes and
hypnotizes you. ™ is a successful turn into industrial.
while trilogy “The Loves ribeable by words. it’s brilliant!
“Love Under Will” for me without doubts 1s one of the best albums of 1993. But
writing this review, one question gave me no rest - can Tribe After Tribe be popular
1n Lithuania? “Must have been by imagination.. " (-5-)

REV IEWS

IGOTHIC/INDIE/ROCK/I
|ELECTRONIC|

the ALTERED STAT
Is Anyone Out There
1994 Primary Recording

I'win Obsession, Is Anyone Out There, What is Left?, Everything,
I'hem, They Wouldn® t Listen, Drowning Children, Cathy, Those
Voices, Low Life, What's Matter with Lucy, Walls & Fences, Final
Chapter

The Primary recording company is a new independent nnd alternative
rock label and distribution network, Their first relcase amely the re-
release of Altered States album /s Anyone Out There?” (this was
time it was firstly pressed on CD). The album takes nearly an hour of
music and it includes some previously unreleased tracks. The band
plays gothic rock. mostly fast & energetic one. All in all they stron
remind of carlier Sisters of Mercy. the music isn’t dark (as you can
imagine from the label “gothic rock ™). more bright. but not as catchy
as for example Sisters™ album “Fision Thing”. Recommendable for
old gothic rock fans. however I don’t mean that Altered States” music
1s out of date. it could please not small part of gothic/indie people. but
from the other side it needs more hooks (or simply “hit-singles™ &
something like that)... Primary recording company. PO Box 3213,
London SW2 3QQ. U.K. The prices (CD): 11 pounds (UK). 12 -
Europe. 14 - the rest of the world. (-G-)

INCUBUS SUCCUBUS

Belladona & Aconite

1993 Pagan e Music/Nightbreed Records

Beltaine, Midnight Queen, Trinity, Belladona & Aconite, Soul
Inside, Song of the Siren, Vampyres, Eternity, Incubus, All the

De Men, I am the One, Old Hornie, VIad, Samhain

Incredible. Fantastic. If the name of this band isn't familiar to you,
don’t skip this review! Incubus Succubus distinguishes very much
from thousands of another bands. this time it’s a rcal must (all the
times you see that winged words “this 1s a must™ or ““check out this™,
it would not be a sin if you won't pay attention to them, but in this
case | really feel sorry for you if you won't). Well, if there is someone
who loves Cannibal Corpse and Napalm Death and nothing more
but grinding stufl. Incubus Succubus has nothing to offer for such
listeners. But it’s a big doubt is there anyone. and if so. personally
can’t understand why then that one is reading the review section of
gothic/alternative musie. So leaving aside discussion about brutai stufl
I"d like to declare to those who is reading this - find this band!!! And
don’t regret for vour money, it will be the rare case when the product
is worth of the cost

So the time came to begin the describtion of “Belladona & Aconite s
musical side. Incubus Succubus delivers 14 songs of pagan rock
(pagan - because of the lyrics: the most favorite topics of the band are
the return of paganism and love to the vampire) with angelic voice of
Candia (reminding a bit of Maggie Reilly). Music is very melodical
and acceptable to the wide circle of public. Pagan attitude

c romantic
mood should attract gothic/doom music freaks, fast & danceable
songs should amaze pop music fans. Tracks arc not complexive nor
psychedclic, rather sincere and close. From the other side melodies are
done in a wise way and they arc not banal. Pagan Fire Musi uA 18
Russell Strect. Saint Pauls, Cheltenham, Glos GLS1 0XN. UK.

13 Osbourne Street. Radford. \oumnh.m\ UK

Nightbreed Records
(-G-)

LOVE LIKE BLOOD
In Irony of Fate

1994 Relapse/Nucl
The Everlasting Dr

king in Demimondes, In the Shadow
of the Sun, Look Out, Kiss & Tell, Sibirian Pandemonium, More
than Salvation?, Noxious Secrets, Awake in Desire

Relapse records are engaged with gothic/alternative lately. perhaps this
is in the case of triving to vary their musical fields. They rereleased
1992 album of this German band (with license from Rebel Records,
division of SPV'). It surely rises the label’s (Relapse’) prestige. “cause
the band is from the ones to check out. Nice gothic rock with sombre,

SSSSSaSaTs
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but not depressive mood, songs aren’t slow and hardly meditating by.
rather they are danceable & energetic. It’s a tradition to pick up the
highlights from the album which is more or less (this time it’s
melodical. so in this case they arc “In the Shadow of the Sun” and
“Kiss & Tell”. And one more thing. As one of my studies’ colleague
declared that there are two kind of vocals in gothic rock: the first one
aftirms (like Sister of Mercy), and another one which assents (as The
Mission). Love Like Blood’s singer belongs to 2nd category. By the
way. now the band has 3rd album “Odyssey ” out. and according to
musicians’ states. it * takes very melodic and rock face of * Hag: of
Revolution™ (debut album - ed.) and the very almmphenc bombastic,
speific case of “An lrony of Fate ™. Band info service: PO Box 31,
Uhingen 73062, Germany. (-G-)

MORDOR

EP
1994 Shivadarshana Records
Les Armees de Sauron, Dark is the Future
Again the darkest strike from Switzerland - Mordor released the new
dose of music on a picture 7" EP. These new 15 minutes of black
creation won't surprise people who listened to Mordor’s “Csejthe
‘cause the guys didn’t change the playing conception (and I don’t
think they will ever radically change it), it’s still something kinda
gothic industrial doom avantgarde (hey. who could think the shorter
name for Mordor’s style?). it’s just the logical continuation of
“Csejthe " but...much better. The first track brings a little pompastic
(but 1t’s not so distinct as on Nightfall's “Macabre Sunsets ") and
really strong sense of classical music. This classic influence even made
Mordor to sound more melodious - and it scems Mordor will be
influenced by the classics in the future even more (and. of course,
that’s only to good). The sccond song is very staind emotionally
I don’t know why.- it always excites presentiment of disaster for me. 1
never felt this sense listening to Darkthrone and other groups of so
called new wave of black metal. Mordor doesn’t play black. "¢
they are much Mus.ku than black metal is. On the flyer there was
written this 77 EP is “*barbaric blackness but I think the word
“barbaric™ absolutelly doesn’t fit to this music - you can call it
“intelligent blackness™ better. Anyway if you want to stay clean don’t
listen to Mordor. others get 7 EP from Shivadarshana Rec.. PO Box
3005, 3200 Da Spijkenisse, Holland
By the way. Mordor put their “Odes ™ and “Csejthe” on CD’s for
“Wild Rags™ and made their only official T'shirts, so...contact ‘em all
Mordor address: Gora® 1020 Renens VD 1, Switzerland. (-A-)

NOVA STATE CONSPIRACY

Zeitgeist (EP)

1994 Dion Fortune Records

THX 1138, Dead State, Definitive Item, Life in the Basement
Alex Novak from Venus Fly Trap is quite busy man and besides his
main band (VFT) and magazine titled “Bizarre™ (it covers alternative
gothic/clectronical scenc) he also runs a project Nova State

C onspiracy which is more studio band than VFT (which is more a
live band) and in general plays another kind of music - electronical
This mini CD contains 4 tracks. the first one “THK 1138 is fine
techno cut, “Dead State™ and ““Life in the Basement™ are made more
in ambient way. Front 242 could be mentioned as one of the
incluences. “Definitive Item™ delivers electro-techno-pop and reminds
a bit of Depeche Mode. Dion Fortune Records, Schreinerweg 32,
22549 Hamburg, Germany. (-G-)

RAW NOVEMBRE
Disturbed
1994 Aggressive Records
Violence, All the Animals, Adrift, The Execution, Stutter,
Nothingness, Kill All Rapists, The Killing Jar, Birthday Tapes,
Insanity
In the spite of the fact that this CD was released by onc of so-called
“one band” small labels (Aggressive Records in this case), it
that it is quite known among Irish Alternative/Indie rock fans & critics.
‘Disturbed” got good reviews and Raw November successfully
toured in Germany .\cluall) the music is not very calm (as perhaps
you imagine all things under label “*Alternative/Indie™ are). 1t’s rather
heavy and drastic (even very drastic in comparison with Redlorry
Yellowlorry for example) Sharp and hysterical vocals bothers a bit:
listening to the first tracks it seems like a mockery to mix Sex Pistols
and Sisters of Mercy singers” voices. though up to the middle of the
album listener gets used. “The Execution’ (d|slom.d Therapy) and
“Stutter” prolnbl) arc the best in this album. There 're no any illusions
that this album would attract metalheads who now turned to gothic
rock, from the other side it could amaze the fans of rough and not
flemsy alternative rock (not those who like Therapy? or Pearl Jam.
rather those who are into The Smiths). Other things you'd probably
should know about it, that the lyrics deal with fight against violence &
fight for animal rights. Plus very poor cover of CD. Aggressive
Records. 4 The Beehives. Ballindberry. Mullingar. Co.. Westmeath,
Ireland. (-G-)

REDLORRY YELLOWLORRY

Blasting Off

1994 Relapse/Nuclear Blast

This is Energy, It's on Fire, Don't Think About It, Train of Hope,
Talking Back, Down on Ice, In My Mind, Sea of Tears, I Can See
Stars, Driving Me

One more album by Relapse. published under license (this time from
Sparkhead Productions). [t’s ¢ven the Sth album of British rockers
Redlorry Yellowlorry. originally released in 1991, In spite of 3 years
period. the music sounds quite freshly. Band delivers independent/
alternative rock. simple. but not dull. rhytmic. melodic and not drastic
“Blasting Off"" stands in opposite to all that pseudo-psychedelically-
pseudo-sincere “alternative™ rock bands. and tries to conquer the
listeners with clear sounds & melodics. Such songs could easily be
plaved on MTV not only in 120 Minutes™. In some places Redlorry
reminds of The Jesus and Mary Chain. but in gencral they're not so
diverse. their songs are not as good as hit-singles of the mentioned
band. nevertheless all of the tracks are in one level, all of them are
melodic/acceptable and there arc no any cfforts to experimentate with
soundsinstruments. Band mlo service & merchandise: PO Box HP40,
Leeds 56 1 LN, UK. (-G-

THE REINCARNATION OF THE SUN

Compilation

1994 Dunkel Productions

RED HARVEST (Primal / Receival of Truth / Resist), ANSTALT (I

Don’t Believe In You / Human Input / Eternal / Strych 9),
VALHALL (Vulture Trance Time / Doom / Relief),

DUNKELHEIT(True Believers / Solitary Survival / Finding the

Way / Thrive (Goblin House Mix)), RE MYL (Golden Triangle -

ahhhmmm / Dys Dop), PILEDRIVER (

Love Connection), HUMID ( ol)

Brand new label from Norway presents the compilation CD which

exactly forms theview on the music this label concentrates on. The

first band in it is Red Harvest which hits with fast & aggressive

V2.00/ Stuck /

hardcore/industrial. lhelr 2nd track “Receival of Truth™ haa some punk
catchyness and 1t’s probably the best one from them. If Red Harvest
created their musical sounds with ordinary instruments (guitars, bass
& drums). the second band Anstalt is more computer oriented so to
speak. Their electro gothic song with female vocals “T Don’t Believe
In You” sounds more convincing than the rest 3 clectronical/techno,
less gothic cuts.
After more than 20 minutes of more or less industrial/electronical type
of music you will be quite surprised by the third band - Valhall -
which plays strongly Black Sabbath influenced doom metal (such
style still exists - look at Pentagram or Count Raven). Itis fell a
certain effort to mix the old Black Sabbath with recent slightly
psychedelical metal. but it’s very miserable onc.
Dunkelheit turns you again to more industrialized stufl, this time
more like earlier Nine Inch Nails type thing. Keyboards theme on
“Thrive” sounds like in Sisters of Mercy song “Dr. Jeep” (in spite of
that the music of these both bands is very different). Dunkelheit trics
to speed the things up and to play energetic industrial metal. Well. the
term “industrial™” is very controversial one, but taking the popular
meaning Dunkelheit is more industrial than Voodoo Cult, though less
industrial than Scorn. Remyl (the next band) are less encrgetic and
prefare slow mind-destructive hit of electronical music. In this case we
don’t have techno, here it is harsh and drastic electronical/industrial
The first sounds of Piledriver’s first song on this compilation could
mistake that there would be any electro-gothic or something. no way
man. Harsh industrial with strong mosh hardcore influence (especially
in the respect of vocals). Though there are some high-flowned
keyoboard parts. And finally. Humid is the last band and has only one
track (which is 10 minutes lung by the way) - more meditative
ambient stuff.
And one of the more interesting points is that this album 1s dedicated
to all good powers in the universe. so this is a kind of answer to all the
dark music. which 1s overflowing the metal/gothic/ambient scene
nowadays. To get more info about cach of the band and also to recieve
this CD you can from Dunkel Productions, ¢/o Erik Sontum. Mariboes
2. 9. 0183 Oslo. Norway. (-G-)

SALVADOS

Blinded (EP)

1994

Blinded by My Beauty, Love Madness, One Two Three, Give &
Take State

Really don’t know, it there was a review of this style band in ~Edge
Of Time™. this style could be called “Neo-Folk™ - nor Rock, nor Pop.
the mix of both these styles with sounds of violinand akkordeon &
country elements. This style is very popular in Germany (remember
M. walking on th ewater or Poems for Laila), where Salvados is from,
the same situation is in Lithuania (yeah, Airija and others), so.
Salvados would become so-called “stars™ in Lithuania. Anyway. this
group is getting more and more popular in Germany too, and their first
CD will be out in 1995, so I think only some months have left to talk
about Salvados as an underground band. Blinded EP presents quiet.
melodic, light music - maybe it’s more pop. than rock music

Relaxing, happy mood - nothing to do with rock, really. except some
guitar riffs. Sometimes this kind of music fits to my mood and I really
enjoy listening to “Love, Maddness™ or “Give & Take State™ Fine to
listen to the mix of different kinds of music (and why must it be heavy
as shit?!) and think about... nothing. This is that kind of stuff.
Anyway. Salvados is famous for their stunning gigs. where they are
more loud and fast (“dance rock™, or what?), so watch them on their
Germany. Netherlands and Belgium tour (BTW< the band would like
to tour other countries t0o, so people who are interested to see them
live, contact ‘em), and their new work Louder (which is sold out now)
is more rough and noisy. it shows the other side of songwriting
Highly recommended for FolkRock fans. Contact: J6rn Kolbe,
Heimsang 91. 40883 Ratingen. Germany. (-A-)

TROM
Balmor (EP)
1993 self released
Nigra Opera, Chemical Sky, Praha, Balmor, La Ou
Tetes De Sang
This group makes me think - which band is the best in Switzerland -
Trom or Mordor. By the way. Trom for me were recommended by
Gora from Mordor. Trom themselves call their style gothic-core. but |
don’t know why this word ““core™ was added: it is gothic - in places
heavier. in places more gloomy. and the main fecling which the music
brings is hatred. About music I can’t say anything concrete - all songs
differ from cach other like the moon and the sun - one track is
melancholic and full of occultism. another - enthusiastic and fast (like
Praha") By the way, about the latter track. I won't talk about its
Iyrics” meaning, but one thing is really cool - some lines are written in
Russian and for me they sound quite interesting! If I touched lyrics 1
must say [ understood not so much of them, “cauze only two trax
written in English. But from what I understood I can tell these gu
are deep into dark things and it impresses a lot. Don’t know groups
which play like Trom. this release is the best occult music thing I've
heard. You know, there are tons of groups which call themselves
“occult-metal”, but they don’t know what does this word “occult™
mean, so they play atmospheric black. Trom didn’t go this way and
s the word which comes first to my mind when I'm
listening to “Balmor”. Tt is like a gothic world whihe you can enter.
but can’t go out. Well. what’s more? “Balmor™ CD is very (!) fine
done with gloomy pictures. all lyrics are printed and so on. If you
don’t believe it’s one of the most interesting gothic releases in 1993,
then you are... Don’t know wo you are. but “Balmor’™ is really one of
the most interesting gothic releases. Take it to your soul. Contact: C P
1126, 2000 Neuchatel, Switzerland. (-A-)

sset L

the VE FLY TRAP

Shedding Another Skin

1993 Danceteria

Morphine, How the Mighty, Desolation Railway, Up There, Rocket
USA, Cloud 9, Europa,

Achilles Heel, Weep Hotel, Moscow Menagerie, Urban Sprawl
“Jewel" Live in Prague

1991 Azyl

Morphine, Tribute to Smash Heroes, Jewel Encrusted Hands,
Weep Hotel, Sidewinder,

Shadow Ministry, Cloud 9 Lips, Achilles Heel, Rocket USA,
Shadowplay

Northampton (1K) based act Venus Fly clivers slightly
psychedelic rock with some hints into goth Shedding Another
Skin™ is compilation of their singles. In general their music is more
convenient ot fans of Joy Division and The Doors than to the ones of
Sisters of Mercy or Love Like Blood. Yes, they have gothic guitars,
but a bit pretentious vocals and firm-danceable rhytm section make
“em sound original. Perhaps the best track is “Achilles Heel”

“Jewel " is VFT’s live album recorded in Praha three years ago and it
shows how the band sounds on stage. Recently they released 4th CD
"Luna Tide" on Spectre Records. Contact: VFT. PO Box 210,
Northampton, NN2 6AV, UK. (-G-)




BIRDFLESH

demo 94 or ‘93

The bassist of this group, Magnus, who was a ses-
sion player for TEMPERANCE while touring
Lithuania, gave me this tape and there were only a
tape and an address, | don't know even when all
this was recorded and how many songs are there.
It is rather angry (and funny?) death’n’roll, which
1s really great to listen when you're fucking your
beautiful girlfriend (or boyfriend). When your
fucking friend is already dead, of course! wjhat to
add? Maybe only address of that nasty Magnus,
who 1s really cool and crazy. | remember how we
were jumping into the lake in small Lithuanian town
and eating some shitty Swedish candies.. it was
cool. Oh, but it is not about music, so forget these
few last lines quickly! Magnus Roos, Lunden
Kraken, . 355 95 Vaxjd, Sweden. ( -U-)

CATHARSIS

Into Oblivion ‘94

16 min. ' b/w cover

Extinctis Forever, Taken Away, Innocence Lost
In spite of the screams that death metal is exausted
as a style, new bands begin to play it and probably
will pfay in future. Catharsis are one among the
others trying (o execute catchy DM and they don't
succeed in this case. [ even won’t speak about the
fact that it was played thousand times before. This
demo itself as DM one is weak. it’s impossible to
write something positive when there are no any
hooks through all the way. The band is somwehere
in the bottom of the whole tremendous heap of DM
bands. 1.50 pounds - UK/Ireland, 2.50 pounds -
overseas. 130 Princes Plain, Bronveley, Kent BR2
8LD, England. (-G-)

“COMPILATION"

Released by Dark Records in 94

Decayed (Introduction, Moon of Wolferian
Shadow, Valley of Dreams, Filii Nigranium
Infernalium - O Gelo)

Evisceration (Torments of a Dying Victim, A Hu-
man to the Monstrous - Consumed Act, Fever Hal-
lucinations)

Som Triturador (Zooerastia. Articulo Mortis,
Herpetico)

This cassette of three Portuguese bands is the worst
thing I heard for months. I can’t imagine the guy
who listens to these songs and says “that’s so cool”
IU's s0 bad, so boring music. without any hopes to
sound originally. Yes, Decayed is the best from all
these so called musicians on this tape, they play
black metal. and on the flyer there is written it is
“very original”. Oh...Guys maybe could say - some-
where sometime they have heard some black groups
and now they try to copy them but we can't talk
about originality. “One of the best Portuguese
Bands™- there 1s written too. I really didn’t think
the scene in this country is so poor - I think it would
sound better “one of the worst”, By the way, we
can find the fact that Decayed isn’t the worst, ‘coz
Evisceration & Som Triturador are even worse!
“This is the best (in all ways) Portuguese brutal
grinding band”- about Evisceration. | don't know,
maybe there are bands which play brutal grind even
worse, but if’ Evisceration is “the best” then we
can say this style is dead now. | won't talk about
Som Triturador “cause | don’t want 10 get too ner-
vous. Anyway, | think Mortician could be the best
support act at their gigs. It would be really cool gigs!
So everybody who want to know how not to play
get this release. Contact: Dark Records, Apartado
142, 2830 Barreiro Codex, Portugal. (-A-)

DEAD ZONE

Made by Future '93

Psychotic Impulse, Absolute Sterility Com-
pleted, Behond Conscience

Already the cover of this demo makes me think-
listen to 1t or not? It is the red one (yeah,very very
red - these guys are communists. without doubt),
and there are some stereotyped death metal’s things
(goat etc.) so...But music isn’t so bad - I even could
say it's quite good as for demo (but it would be
very bad as for CD). Style? Kinda techno death but
not so technical as Atheist, of course. Nowadays it
sounds quite naive when band tries to play techni-
cal music with one guitar. And vocals aren’t the
best - it seems the singer can’t neither roar nor sing
50 he shouts. There are plenty of rhythm changes
(maybe too much), guitars solos, but who is inter-
ested in it now? If this demo was recorded more
professionally we could think Dead Zone is a good
band but now...So here goes the question - what is
better ;well done but traditional death metal or not
so well done, but not so traditional death? If you
like the 2nd variant better, buy this demo. Dead
Zone really isn’t the worst band in France. Man-
agement: Arc-En-Ciel 34, Rue Des Teinturiers,
31200 Toulouse, France. (-A-)

DREAMSFEAR

Echoes ‘94

Mirror Mirror, Echoes of Mortality, Suicide,
Sadness Dwells

Not bad as for debut demo. Heavy Skullcrunching
Metal as the guys call their music, but for me it's
doom metal. Maybe not the traditional one, but
mixed with Bay Area's influence and
N.W.0.B.H.M. sound. So. Heavy/Doom Thrash -
it would be the name for Dreamsfear’s music.
Musicians don’t create very sad atmosphere - [ can’t
say the atmospherical feeling is very noticeable in
this demo, - because vocals. in my opinion, are too
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weak, bue we've got so many groups, that play at-
mospheric metal and it sucks in times. Lyrics do not
present anything very killing too - madness. “born
to die”, “in this life without meaning”, “today is
vesterday's tomorrow”, sadness. but it isn’t stupid -
guys really have balls. Maybe music, they create
cann't express all their feelings, but let’s wait and
give them time for practise and we’ll see what are
these guys worth. And now buy this demo for $3
from Cathal Rogers, 3 Cuba Avenue, Bangher, Co
Offaly, Ireland. (-A-)

FEAR MY SOLITUDE

Dancing With Solitariness ‘94

46 min ' b/'w cover

Solitariness, The Fallen, When The Night Falls,
Outside The Blessed, The Souls of The Innocents,
I Dance In Darkness, Longing For The Days For-
ever Lost

What is left for those musicians who recently are
learning how to play & sing? Nothing but to play
boring doom metal. So two Swedes titled themselves
Fear My Solitude do it successfully. They got lis-
tened to such bands as Trouble, St.Vitus and some
more and after 3 years of work made seven demos.
which (deciding from the last three ones) are very
similar to each other. The whole wouldn’t be so bad

if not that 7-9 minutes long cuts (the traditions of

doom metal?) and buzzing guitar sound (even in
Lithuania it’s possible to do it better). Or maybe they
wanted namely such sound? This demo and all the
SIX 1L precursors are available from Mikael Jansson,
Tallbacksvagen 35 B, 811 41 Sandviken. Sweden. (-
S-)

FIENDISH NYMPH

demo

Into The Abyss of eternity, The Blazing Shades of
the Distant Moonlight, Katara

So. what do you expect to find here? Review? ['d
like to find 1t too, but it’s impossible. Impossible for
one simple reason - this tape was stolen. Yes, and [
don’t know why it happened. Maybe the Post Offic-
ers like Black Metal too, and now one of them is lis-
tening to Fiendish Nymph and laughing at me. [{a,
fuck you, I wish you to be eaten by aborigenes!
Well. all I could say about this band, are their own
words: “I¥emo summons the Ancient spirit. It's the
Return to the Apocryphal obscurity of Ancient Greek
Pagan Years.” Style? There’s written it's Avant Garde
Occult Metal. Maybe music in the veins of Misan-
thrope? Maybe... Dunno. ANyway, the cover of this
demo doesn’t look really good (kindly speaking) -
1Us too simple. But as | said before, I can't tell you
anything about the music. So, if you're interested,
try to get the tape (as [ know, Fiendish Nymph re-
leased their second demo) from Eospherous, Souliou
46, Agia Paraskevi 15343, Athens, Greece. (-A-)

GALLOWS

demo’93

Embolic Cerebri, Uncogulatable, Blood., Reincar-
nation, Formalin, Preservation, Tresenstadt,
Perplexityof, Androginus, Shanatova

promo “The Butterfly™ *93

Here Thry Are Flying. Already Goneé, The
Butterfly, Children, Testimony of a Sangunary
Generation, ...And No One Made No Sound,
Ophitic End?

Israel’s scene presents one more interesting band -
Gallows, which started as a thrash/hard rock (hmm,
interesting style) band in 1989, but in 1992 changed
the style to doom death. So “Demo 1993 shows
the first experiments in the latter kind of music. To
tell the truth, I found more death than doom things -
tempo is quite fast. vocals - traditionally heavy (not
sorrowful or melancholic as it had to be for doom
metal), so for me itisn’t doom metal, just death metal
with technical orientation and written with true feel-
ings (not this kind of “urgh, urgh, urgh” - when you
listen and don’t understand to what you are listen-
ng)

But as the history shows, this demo was only a tran-

sition period, the new promo gives an example of

evolution which is hard to believe in. Vocals still is
from death metal style, but everything else is radi-
cally changed. So radically that I couldn’t identify
the old Gallows. It isn’t doom metal ,but you can
find mysticism and atmospheric feeling. These are
the elements from doom metal, but you can find
things from progressive or industrial genres here as
well, and the most interesting fact - all promo has
specific “Israelic” sound. As there’s written in the
bio. Israel listeners would recognize the sound of all
the songs they hear on the radio on the holocaust
remembrance day. | don't know what they hear on
the radio, but if this harmonic keyboards tunes - it
must be really cool music. For me keyboards are the
most interesting thing in this promo.. they bring
dramatism to music and makes music to sound more
“heavy metallic”. Absolutely orginal!!! I don’t exag-
gerate. Listen and you'll see it’s the truth. This re-
lease also has its concept. “This promo is one com-
plete creation which deals with the subject of the
holocaust and it’s remembrance - for this is the motife
of this band. We are the 3rd generation after the ho-
locaust, and we grew up with fear that our genera-
tion will already forget and ignore what happened
there (- which is whats happening in Germany). The
saying in this promo is - we will never forget”. Both
these releases you can get from Unicorn Prod.: ¢ o
Ellad Shapira, Hagdood Haivri 19a, K. Hayim 26304,
Israel. (-A-)

HA LELA

del;ul demo ‘94

20 min. - b/w cover
Fear, Ode to Fire, Forgotten Way, Under the
Fullmoon...

A new example of rising pagan scene in Lithuania
Formed in winter'93 this young band are definitely
influenced by “Lith pagan metal pioneers” Poccolus.
The music on this demo is not aggressive (maybe
except the vocals) pagan metal. Musicians keep them-
selves on a view that the mood atmosphere 1s more
important than playing technics (usual attitude of
pagan black bands), acoustical insertions diversify the
songs. By the way, they use clarinet, the idea of this
ttself is quite good. but it sounds quite weakly. Any-
way, there are all the possibilities to grow musically
for clarinet player as well as for the whole band. The
best songs are “Forgotten Way” and “Under the
Fullmoon...". As far as I know now they have the re-
recorded version of this demo so if interested, ask
for it at: Ha Lela, c¢/o Vaidas Sadeika, Taikos 10-11,
4910 Utena, Lithuania. (-G-)

HYBRIS

In Spite of Despair’94

Preliude at the..., ...Darkness, Veil of Indifference,
Mind Discharge, Odium

The first demo of Italian death metal band. No no, it
isn't that tradtional death metal, Hybris tries to give
atmospherical feeling, But we must make arrange-
ments what does the word “atmospheric” mean - it
1s used to say “it’s atmospheric death” when the band
plays standartic death metal and puts some keboards
in their songs. Maybe these keyboards’ sounds were
something new 3 years ago, but it’s absolutely usual
thing nowadays. So 1t is stupid to call atmospheric
every band, which play keyboards. Anyway, what
I'm talking about? Yeah, Hybris. So, it'isn’t so at-
mospheric as for example Celestial Season is, but
all the musical structure marks that clear aim of this
group is not to play more and more brutal. As | said,
in moments we can feel musical atmosphere, but
personally for me this growling vocals destroys all
harmonic feeling. We can’t say the band plays bad,
but we can’t say the music is extra interesting. Just
another band which has a chance to become the “un-
derground gods”, if they throw out all these
unecessary brutal (boring) elements. But death fans,
I'm sure, will like this music. By the way, Hybris is
going to release the mini-CD “Ethereal Hopes' in
February’95 on Boundless Records. Contact: ¢/o Yuri
Bianchi, Via Battindarno 127, 40133 Bologna, haly.
(demo costs S USD). (-A-)

IN THE WOODS

Isle of Men *93

42 min ' b/w cover

Darkness comes from Norway. In the Woods could
not be called “one frame” band, ‘cause they com-
bine mostly all kinds of gloom metal, giving prefer-
ence to black. An diletante could notice Bathory
(90’s/917s) influence, actually it’s not exactly so, In
the Woods delivers faster black metal. Here 1s a wide
variety of influences. so the things aren’t boring. It’s
a bit unusual to hear more highly (or even cryingly
high) voice instead of rough aggressive (or aggres-

sincere”) typical BM one. All'in all “Isle of
Men” 1s quite good demo for dark metallers. Wait
for CD from the band in this year. Ask for demo at

In the Woods, PO Box 7093, Vestheiene 4628
KrSand, Norway.  (-G-)

LAMENTATIONS

Lamentations ‘93

Forbidden Unacceptable Suicide, Lamentations,
Reborn for Dying, Infamous Death

“Proud of death metal!” - there is written on the cover.
Luckily for us Lamentations don’t try to break all
records of brutality, it is just technical middle-tempo
death written moderately. Technical. Yeah, really - it
is hard to believe, and guitar solos are melodic so
everything is all right for death metal fans. There are
even lyrical insertions, I can call this kind of creation
music (really, not all death bands are worth of this
name).So even if you don’t like death metal don't
say “fuck them”. Anyway I can say 3 things: 1. You
can’t hear nothing totally original. 2.This kind of
music for me (and I think for the biggest part of read-
ers) becomes more and more and more boring day
by day. 3.This tape won't save dying death metal
scene. So even if demo 1s quite good for traditional
death its style is old fashioned. By the way for Lithua-
nian respndents [ can say that this demo slightly re-
minds of rest eternal Regredior. Contact: Yan
Guilbert, Le Barthas, 82160 Caylus, France. (-A-)

MERESSIN

Satan, Oro Te, Reo Portas Patere ‘95

40 min ' lyrics ' color cover

Way To The Darkness, God Is Blind, Legend,
When The Candles Already Lighted, Halloween,
Alive Antichrist, Insomnia, Hell Calls

Tape contains 8 spngs professionally released as a
debut demo on small Dangus Productions with color
cover, lyrics. etc and it’s one of the most interesting
bands in the dark Lithuania and probably the most
successful debut. When | saw these three men on
stage first ime, | realised, that they wil succeed, ‘coz
they’re doing their own thing, not fascinated and in
the most sincere way! Clear, melodic, speedy, dark,
hellish and evil - Devil's rock’n'roll (!!!?), dd wave
Black Metal (remember mid 80s?) that will storm you
far away into the Abyss! | liked original wocals very
much - Zydrius is a relly good singer, not growler,
nor screamer. Check out three last compositions on
this tape - “Alive Antichrist”, instrumental “Insom-

nia” and “Hell Calls” - even those three cuts are
enough, I think, for any big label to sign Meressin
Believe me, old spirit still rules! And I think that there
would be no shame for Venom or say Celtic Frost
to play some covers of Meressin - yeah, that’s for
sure! God is blind, but you're not, so grab your
bloody $5 and die satisfied! Hell calls! Available S5
6 Lt (Lithuania) from Dangus Productions, PO Box
982, 2300 Vilnius, Lithuania. Band contact: Zydrius
Augulis, P.Genio 15, 5610 Telsiai, Lithuania (-U-)

MORDICUS

Wrathorn

37 min. / color cover ' lyrics

(released by Wild Rags)

Unholy Wrath, Exordium Demorjor, A Thorn in
Holy Flesh, Upon the Throne of God, Eternia
True sons of Finland fall on the wave of dark metal
Mordicus plays black metal, fast, but not very ag-
gressive with slight touches of grind & with a certain
dose of melody (particularly in solos). It's not real
black, maybe not as one-sided as some of the very
true blackers, but weak production spols that “many-
sideness”. Singer grunts somewhere between typi-
cal black & grindcore voices (iry to imagine how
could it sound like). Guitar riffs in “Exordium
Demorjor™ are horrowed from Dismember Lyrics
are not very dull, but the band definitely can't refuse
of such winged phrases as “Come within as Satan”
or “Hail Satan. I'm drowning again” Contact
Mordicus, c/o Isto Janonen, Varppitie 30 D3, 80160
Joensu, Finland. (-G-)

OSSUARY

Desert 94

20 min.  b/w cover

Mirages of Escape, Desert, Within Your Mind,
Repugnancy, Mentally Dead

After the split-up of one of te leading Lithuaman DM
bands Dissection there was formed another band
Ossuary which contains two ex-Dissection mem-
bers (actually contained two, there were some line-
up changes after the release of demo, so now there is
left only one). Musically band doesn’t break any new
ground. it’s that mid-paced death metal w that
(put the word himself) vocals. There are some hints
into techno death and 1t's a reason o wait more in-
teresting stuff in the future, “cause according o drum-
mer Salvis words. “Lauras (singer) will change his
vocals into more Atheist-like way™ Going back (o
this demo & taking in mind that there isn't more need
to discuss about the style band plays, it only could
be added that two last tracks seemed a bit better than
the first ones. The demo costs 5 USD or 7 Lt
(Lithuania). Contact: Salvis, Tuju 9-10. 2056 Vilnius.
Lithuania. (-G-)

PENTACLE

Winds of The Fall ‘93

Pay your attention to this morbid story about ald way
black/death from the Netherlands. First of all. your
eye will be catched by the cover - Pentacle has re-
ally great and atracuive design and quality of their
production! Their attempts 10 recreate ancient feel
mgs and atmosphere of the early death/black bandz
are succesful, ‘coz Pentacle recreate those feelings
in their own way they sound more dark and heavy
than such grands as Venom, Celtic Frost, Infernal
Majesty or Death. These Dutch musicians have less
of energy, but their slowliness gives the band the nght
heaviness. Check out the lyric. hard and grim song
“My fall” - 1 think. it is the best in this demo t's a
pity. there are no lyrics on the cover... they should be
mteresting. The trio Pentacle was formed back in
1990 and this demo is their first serious release, and
1tis good enough and cherished well | dunno what
this band has released since 1993, but you shouldn't
miss the opportunity to hear this ancient thing. Oh
yes... for $6, of course. Contact: Pentacle. ¢/ wannes
Gubbels, Franse Hoef 17, 5531 PD Bladel, Holland,
04977-81427 (-U-)

UNHOLY

Trip to Depressive Autumn ‘92

23 min / color cover / lyrics

(released by Lethal Recs & Wild Rags)

Stench of Ishtar, Autumn, Creative Lunacy, The
Trip Was Infra Green

Four depressive sould bring hlack-doom metal. They
don’t shine with musicianship/execution technics.
songs are very similar without any sparks, filled with
desultory solos. After a couple of minutes of listen-
ing this depressively weak and unconvincing music
get to the bones... Contact: Unholy, PL 11, 55611
Imatra, Finland. Lethal Records, PO Box 846, A-1011
Vienna. Austria.(-G-)

{hrash/hardeor

&

AGGRESSOR

Self-Inflicted 93

24 min. b/w cover ' lyrics

(promoted by Urban Warfare Productions)
Mediation Point, Hyperhvmnosis, Seizure, B
Atrophy

Aggressor comes [rom the States (BoSton) and first
of all could be blamed by unoriginal title. Flyer de
clares that it plays progressive thrash. but kindly
speaking it’s far from the truth - 2nd reason to blame
Put this (3rd from their, by the way) demo n your
cassette player and you will hear typical and boring
thrash metal, based on brutality & aggressiveness
They don’t have much to do with Pantera or Life of
Agony, rather old Bay Area type thrash is closer to
the hearts of musicians. One of their influences could
be Sacred Reich. Maybe only the last song is worth
the attention of pure thrashers. [t's possible to get
this demo for 6 USD at KFDM Management, 23




Laurelwood Dr., Stoughton, MA 02072, USA. Ur-
ban Warfare Productions, ¢ o Matt Coe, Maple
Street, Winchendon, MA 01475-1308, USA. (-G-)

C.AGE
Pathetic
23 min b wcover
(promoted by Urban Warfare Productions)
3 For 3, Glum, Copout, Quiver
This Boston based act was formed in summer'93
and now we have a possibility 1o listen to their de-
but demo. It’s definitely American swiff - grooving
modemn hardcore in the vemns of Biohazard and
Sick of it All, though it would be unhonest to not
emphml/e that lhe\ aren’t typical kind of thing.
“Glum™s beginning was made into soul style.
Singer also serves a good evaluation, cause he
doesn’t keep on standartic HC vocals & tries to turn
inmore “sense’” in his singing. (like Life of Agony)
If you have a possibility to see ‘em in your local
club - do it, but as regards demo - only for die-hard
fans of style (though as I know now there are quite
a lot of them around). Speaking of lyrics (there are
no them on the cover), they are “problematic” so
o <pe1k and fits to the music, so what d’ya want
elze? SUSD (USA), 6 USD (the world) to C A.G.E.,
52 Emsley Terrace. Methuen, MA (01844, USA. (-
G-)

IN LINE

Show No Shame ‘94

14 min b'w cover

(promoted by Urbhan Warfare Productions)
Overhead, Depend on Pride, Show No Shame,
Green

Another tough Americans screaming “we're sick
of |Inxn.ul|l\' 7 Probably yes. Formed in 1991, they
released the 1st demo in 1993, and the 2nd one
(namely this one) in May'94. As always dealing
with such kind of stuff’ we can’t complain for bad
quality, but the music is more important, right?
It's middle tempo groove/hardcore, rough & aggres-
sive. without any digressions - as one straight line
leading to the mosh pit... Perhaps live they sound
catchy (if you're not bored of all American HC stutf
vet). In general it seems that hardcore scene even
overfilled death metal one. anyway that’s reality
(where Pantera 1s on n the tops). 5 USD (USA),
7.50 USD (overseas) to In Line. ¢ o Black L\ Hlm
Skates, S §. State Street. Concord, NH 03301,
(-G-)

THE MOTIVATOR COMPILATION VOL.. 1
At the beginning | want to say this comp tape
doesn’t really seem to be a really serious work for
me - you can find tons of compilations like this,
and the biggest part of them is woth throwing out
In this one you can find 18 songs which vary from
punk to thrash and other styles (?) - some bands
like Who Moved The Ground? really can impress
vou, but sometimes the only wish is to turn off
Some songs are recorded quite professional. oth-
ers sound is tragical - so the most suitable name
for this comp tape is “chaos”. Anyway, | listened
to that tape for 2 times and [ don’t think I'll do 1t
once again - ['ll better listen to some bands from
the comp, but not ot all of them, *coz part of them
doesn’t know how to play music, not noise. But
people who hke all underground movement can buy
this tape for £4. S8 from: 127 Bawtry Road, Tinsley,
Sheffield, S9 1UY South Yorkshire. England. BTW,
you can get the latest list of Punk, HC, thrash. O1!
tapes, albums, singles. t-shirts, zines, etc by send-
ing them $3. (-A-)

TERROR SQUAD

The Birth of the New Rage *94

19 min color cover lyrics

Chain of the Damned / BroKen... / Wall

These guys prove once again that thrash metal 1s
very popular in Japan. [U's quite a young band
(formed a couple of years ago) and here we have
their first demo. Cover & tape quality are good in-
deed. as regards the music, 1t's pure thrash metal
with a certain force within. Fast driving riffs call
vou to the mosh pit. but from other side they 1t
could frighten the lovers of all kinds of innovations
To say the truth. Terror Squad is not strictly one-
sided thrash band. The first and the last cuts brings
to mind Slayer. but in general we can feel than Ter-
ror Squad tries to reveal more psychedelic/progres-
sive side ol thrash metal - just take a second track.
which has a visual influence of earlier days Mekong
Delta. The band has a potenual 1o grow. Contact
Kouchr Udagawa. 4-11-13. Kasuya. Isetagaya-Ku.

Tokyo 157, Japan. (Demo costs 6 USD). (-G-)

| 'xm_@;pm& erf g.xmggg ‘?"‘?‘“?_

DREAM CHILD

Create A New World *94

26 min color cover lyrics

You Shall Lie In Hell, Eternal Flight, Reign Is

Crumbling, Create A New World

This French band aren’t newcomers in the scene

In 92 they released the firstdemo “First Fisions®
Create 4 New World™ is their 2nd one. Profes-

stonally recorded in 24 track studios this demo de-

livers melodic heavy progressive metal. It's not

based on German acts like Helloween. Running

Wild. Blind Guardian model. actually it’s not very

easy 1o lind out where do Dream Child’s influ-

ences come [rom. Yes, the style 1sn't very new. but

all songs are finely done and surely will please ev-

ery melodic metal fan. There are slight touches of

progressive metal - likes to Fates Warning in the
Ist song, though up to the middle this song tums
into more American power metal in the veins of
Iced Earth. Though in general Dream Child’s
songs are made in softer, easy acceptable (but not
dull!) way. The price is 7 USD. Fan club & info
DReam hild, PO Box 98, 74604 Seyond Cedex,
France. Business: NSR Productions, 10 Rue Du
Chateau Vert, 13015 Marseille, France. (The band
1s going to release a CD on NSR prod.) (-G

ENDLESS TEARS
Siren
27 min / b/w cover / lyrics

Feel, Lies (Part I), La Lumiere Morte, Siren
(Part 1), Siren (Part II), Lies (Part II)

This innovative French band plays progressive psy-
chedelic speed metal crossover, which should be
described as the mix of Voi Vod and Suicidal Ten-
dencies. Music is filled with accoustical parts; funk
elements as in “Siren” allow to put the band near
Mordred, but in general 1t’s music hints more to
those two acts mentioned above. Endless Tears
has a strong dreamy life considering lyrical concept
and melodical vocals above psychedelical back-
ground basec on strange & broken rhytms & nffs
Voice is particularly lyrical, bright and high enough
(but not screaming) - it reminds a bit of S.T.) and it
1s one of the good sides of Endless Tears, though
don’t get wrong that the vocals and only the vocals
is the best and the last good merit about this. Com-
plicated fast/psychedelical attacks of guitars &
drums varying with accoustical passages would not

sound standartic & boring even w' out singer. The
price is 7 USD and the contact address is: Nicolas,
12 Bd du Marechal Leclerc. 21240 Talant. France
(-G-)

LOGON

Fragments of a Future to Come ‘92
16 min b'w cover

Lie to Me, Modern Slave, Euthana
sage to...

I don’t know much about this band, the only thing
I've got is this demo and 4 song promo tape by
this band (it has changed the name to Sound Po-
etry). Musically these two demos distinguish one
from another. The first one offers quite not bad
power thrash with progressive elements. 3 tracks
and outro, from which first track “Lie To Me"' I liked
most. The promo tape of Sound Poetry 1s more
experimental and diverse in the aspect of style. But
weak vocals doesn’t fit ta the concept of the band
Actually these two demos are quite good. so if you
want something other than death or doom, you may
write: Lysergide, PO Box 3113, 2745 Queluz, Por-
tugal. (-S-)

A Pas-

1O IN MISERY
Tragic Romance ‘94

I Worship The Dirt You Treat Me Like, Do I
Belong, Tragic Romance, Panic (Help Me Find
My Way), Tears

“Now we are forever yours. Let’s call it Tragic Ro-
mance. Unspoken words of love. friendship. bro-
ken hearts and disappointment. Sitting in the dark-
ness, searching for happiness. exploring some sad-
ness. Discovering madness, loneliness. bitterness,
emptiness. So Iuncl\ with the memory we remain
Lost In Mise Wow, ane of the best Dutch bands
released its second demo (the first was called “Ais-
ervVand it1s the best demo tape I've heard in 1994!
With four years in their past, Lost In Misery now
created the style, which you can’t put in any frame.
Heavy metal. but with strong progressive influence,
heavy. but melodic (very melodic!), and the most
important fact - the vocals on this tape are by origi-
nal. mystic female singer Lucienne Janevski. Now
perhaps vou know what can you expect from this
band. “Behold the past and bear the future
Beholdthe past, predict the future. History on re-
peat. “It’s all said before™. the fortunate-teller tells
while he is looking back upon the future. “Let me
see.. oh yes, reality! Sorry but I lost my glasses”
And the unholy ghosts of time are haunting ag
in the murror of our conscience”, Influences. You
can {ind many of them in this taope (in “Panic™ |
even [elt the spint of Soni¢ Youth), but no copy-

ing!!! Absolutely the best track is “Do [ Belong™ -
slow, painful - like a real romance. Lucienne sings
very emotionally (like Incubus Succubus singer),
and the playing is cool too - especially I liked
drummer’s work. Just a masterpiece! Besides that
I must say that demo layout 1s very professional
and the only one question comes to my mind - why
didn’t this group release their CD? Aren’t there any
labels which would be interested in this beautiful
71 can’t believe. :Let the music do the talk-
ing. “What is this talking about?” Not for the
money. just for the Blues. Lost in Metal”. Let Lost
In Misery talk to you. The melodies which can
possess. Contact: ¢/o Rob Vinken, van Salm
Salmstraat 30, 5175 GG Loon op Zand, the Neth-
erlands. (-A-)

musi

NON FINIRE MAI
Demo ‘92

17 min ' 4 songs

Slovenia gave some interesting bands not only n
electronical industnal fields (Laibach, Tekton
Motor Corporation, Strelnikoff), but in progres-
sive metal style too. This is quite old demo, which
delivers psychedelic progressive thrash metal, 1t
reminds a bit of Voi Vod. but it has quite a lot
unique parts, f.ex. jazzy/swingy moments, funk
influences & all in all it’s not typical progressive
metal stuff. Unfortunatelt thefate was not
favourable to the band - the leader Tomi had an
accident in his work (in June '92 he felt from § m.
height to the ground on his head - he’s coming back
to life now. but he still can’t speak), the drummer

went to Hare Krishna, guitarist has serious prob-
lems with his nerves. The band is in comma. ¢ o
Tomi Vucer, Kajuhova 4. 63310 Zalec. Slovenia. (-
G-)

RISE AND SHINE

Demo 94

I Am Sinking, Loneliness Is Me, I Have to Move
On, The Oversleep, I'm Gonna Rise and Shine
Wow! It's good. original. melodic and light music
Doomy Hippe Metal, flowerpowermetal - call ‘em
metal. call “em rock, but you must agree - it 1s hard
to find such a group in all the underground music
world. Already the first sounds of this demo show
that the band is interested in Black Sabbath,

though doesn’t copy them. but gives the sense of

The Doors and modern doom metal mixed to-

gether, and the voice of Josabeth Leidi is one of

the most unexpected I've heard from underground
groups. It isn’t doom. Personally I don’t feel sad-
ness or something like that listening to Rise and
Shine. But it 1sn’t any other kind of metal too. No,
I'm not going to create the name of band’s style,
‘coz everybody - | am sure - fim their own name
for this group after the listening to their demo. The
music can’t be categorized as well as it couldn’t be
compared with any other group. So. what else? The
best track from this demo is “I'm Gonna Rise and
Shine”. and now | don’t know what could | say
else - you wontunderstand what I'm talking about
without listening to this demo. By the way. guys
had to record their another demo and it had to be a
bit heavier. but - as they say - “if it ain’t heavy it
ain’t shit”. The price is 3 USD. Address: c/o Leidi.
Klubbacken 7. s-129. 39 Hagersten, Sweden. (send
them alcohol. bombs. etc. - they need 11). (-A-)

WILL'O'WISP

Nocturnal Whispers ‘94

Dead World, Dance of the Gargoyle, Ethereal,
Cathedrals of Doom

The best Italian band I've while writing stuff for
“Edge Of Time”. Very coollayout and amazing
music. How to call this style? Guys themselves call
it “Stream Of Conscience . for me it’s atmospheric-
psychedelic-classical metal. Maybe we could add
one more word - progressive. but vocals are too
weak and more in psychedelic fields for me. The
main component in this music is piano and key-
boards” sound. it makes the music to sound mysui-
cally and classic inserts are more than good. You
know, there are plenty of bands which insert some-
thing classical and say it’s atmospheric music, but
usually 1t isn’t connected with the rest of the sound,
so you think - why this band does this.But
Will'o*Wisp doesn’( belong to this cathegory. |
could say even more... but maybe [ wouldn’t do
that, ‘coz [ think everybody understood | really
adore this demo, so why should I speak more. But
I wanna say some words about the lyrics. They're
very happy guys with reasonable lyrics about death
md pam, ancient truth and the end of humanty
Now I'm free and finally I fly watching the fire
of the end™) - not the new themes, but it’s always
interesting when people look at them originally
making their own decisions. Maybe there were too
many of good words “bout this group. but you all
can find $5 and send them for the demo to: Paolo
Puppo, Salua del boscheto 2°9, 16305 Rapallo
(Genova), ltaly. (-A-)

WORLDSEED

Jibberish ‘93

32 min / b/'w cover ’ lyrics

(promoted by Urban Warfare Productions)
Apathy, Fuel, Outer King/Inner Sage, Reflec-
tions, Ayahuasca, Carved in Stone

This American five-piece outfit was formed in '92
and here it’s their debut demo. According to their
words, this style could be described as dreampop
meets doom. It's absolutely clear that Worldseed
are the one of old doom followers, who play strictly
the same thing as Black Sabbath twenty vears
Yes, there is a certain Black Sabbath influence, but
the songs of Worldseed is quite modern. The mu-
sic 1s slow, but heavy, kind and live. For example.
the cut “Outer l\m;z Inner Sage” is a mix of psy-
chedelic Black Sabbath and pop (yeah, lhe most
real pop music!). Listening to “Apathy” we can
draw a parallel between Worldseed and Alice In
Chains EP “Jar of Flies". So as you see,
“Jibberish" demo is not far from recent American
Alternative Rock/Metal scene. Their songs aren’t
drastic nor moshful, it’s closer to things like prai-
ries, cowboys, country, etc. Demo costs 6 USD &
you can get it from Worldseed, ¢/o David Iverson,
401 Wentworth Ave., Lowell MA 01852, USA. (-

G-)

THAUMATURGE

On the Seventh Day God Create Guitar... ‘94

20 min ' b'w cover on color paper

The Creation of Destruction, Hell Alone: Lost in
Paradise, Games, Kill your Sandman, Murder.
Death. Kill., No More, I'd Anything for Love,
Existence of Dying Swans

New Lithuanian band made an effort to record an
industrial metal demo and we should take it as
successfull one. Forgetting not-super quality (well,
for demo it's quite normal. but here we get used 1o
hear mostly CDs from such kind of bands). Catchy
sampled riffs and rough vocals, strongly rhytmic.
fast and driving industnal metal. Everything is
filtred through slightly mockery view to other
bands/musicians & in general to the world One of’
the best tracks is “Hell Alone: Lost in Paradise”

(perhaps their tribute to Paradise Lost?). Prices: §
USD 4 Lt (Lithuania). Contact address: Vidmantas
L.. PO Box 2315. Vilmus arp-3. 2300 Lithuania. (-G-)

WEJDAS
Saulei tekanr *94
S0 min  b'w cover
(released by Dangus Productions)
Sunrise in the Hole of Grass-snakes - intro, Un-
consecrated Fight, Soulviewer, Here Will Not Be
the Sun, Naked Among the Wolves, To the Bird....
In the Heart of Earth - outro
The second demo of this perhaps the best
electronical pagan avantgarde/instrumental band
from Lithuania. Maybe [ must add one more word
- “cosmic”, “cauze everytime | listen to this tape. |
feel very clear spatial sense. [ don’t compare “Saule
tekant” with the western electronical music. be-
cause it has special national culture influence. The
only track which, in my opinion, isn’t marked by
being Lithuanian is “Soulviewer. but it is the most
avantgardic track in all the tape. Forest. Another
element, which formed the structure of this music
The romantic, mighty worshipping of its spirit fills
my room with dark sentimental sadness and I don’t
know to which world I belong now. Just turn your
lights off'and fly... Let your dreams reach the moon
and bring you away from reality. Pain and joy, light
and dark, life and death. What's the difference be-
tween these words? Everything 1s one unity noew,
you are only a piece of space, you return to the
world, which you belong to... Really, Wejdas is the
group whihc made the biggest spiritual shock for
lon gume. Lyrics, which by the way is written in
Lithuanian - very important 0o, if your samty sull
can perceive the words, and absolutely the best
tracks are “Unconsecrated Fight™ and “Naked
Among the Wolves”. Romantic, painful - these are
the words which could resume all the talks about
this abnd. Listen to this music of dark forests and
deep power of cosmos. The sun rose once agamn
Maybe, the last time... Tape 1s available for § USD
6 Lt (Lithuama) from Dangus Productions. PO
Box 982, 2300 Vilnius, Lithuania. Band contact
Darius Gerulaitis, Kestucio 6. 4430 Jurbarkas,
Lithuania. (-A-)
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If you are a bit familiar with death metal
underground, you should know Pax Mortis
which is one of the best unsigned acts. They
come from Auburn, the States. and come with
their peculiar techno death/fusion metal. The
band reached a quite high level of popularity not
only because of original style. one of the other
Important points was their attitude to press
(fanzines/mags)/radio stations. In spite of not
low post rates they sent tons of the material and
you see the result - in the
beginning of 1994 they
were the 3rd most

popular unsigned band

in the States (according
to Wild Rags polled
readers). Another reason of
the success (in a certain
meaning) is that Pax Mortis
captivate not only DM freaks -
they are acceptable to
everybody who likes more or less

known i the undergrognd. for insiance bands Hke

Oblivean or Vielent Dirge ars our mam influerices.

3 r;;*&;iu&a sounds wend but it alse makes us

; 2

And what's ahout your “Hive” shaws?

Premy well in most Cases. WE haven't perfarmed

tive for a whole vear though. We have hoen work-

ing on the tracks for the spht €

Many brutal bands write a tofal rough lvrics.

What's your compositions about? Who creates

musie & fyries for Absorbed's tracks?

Ldon't wani Absoerbed (o be {abelfed a5 2 Shrutal

band played by rough guys’ 1 think we falf far

fromthay stuff

O tyries deal with science ficthon themes. at feast,

{rom now onwards, we're ting that,
- You mendoned rather many hands as your infiu-

ences. But mavhe there are some of them which

détermined Yaur musie mose of afi?

Sure, perfiaps my 3 main wiliences are: Obtiveon.
S, : : : Denth and Violent Dirge.
s pelease Was out on Sep- our prome “dbsiract Absurdity is rather in-
as debut demio: "Unreal sting and technical, Expeciadly guitars soto
qugh Drowned Prod. Then promo. can be Aotahle for their ariginatity, How conld
sy itoliowed on 1993 fsee  you describe the divection of Absorbed mu-
kel

st happens our fave hands arentieally well: I

Hc@ev&f“, tie st o

comes langer day by day. And there vou could
find rather soong aces worth to be mentioned
armong: the famous ones of e world metal scene.
Absorbed is such act {

The  band was fi
< hgss) 05

: formed on January 91 by Twi
car- vocals & euitar, Zampa - gui-

Absarbed be.
Mario - puitar

PRX

revies i Edge of Trme Tth issue) After that fow

LrHCks By
fatest re
Unnaty
And fow:
fows,
At first, what has influenced thit
your group was formed and why
band’s = fitte was  Absprbed
namety?

I puessiwe gat Kinda sick of
istemng o the hands Tiked
wanted 10 do” our ewn misic: That
wis. the main reason with no douht
at il we just needed @ prove ours
sebves we were able 1o create some-
thing great and { fancy we're o our
wiyiof, at’least. | hape soff We 100k
the band’'s name from 8 Song off
Ceroner’s second L7

There were guitarist Zampa and drnm-
mer Abel on the original line-up. Why
did the hand split up? And if you keep
in touch with them stit?

That's simple, Zampa was keen on the H.O
staft mainty so we made up his md (o
quit: Absorhed.

i several

i

neighbor

And now there are five Absorbed's puys, What's
hetter - four members or two guitarists and free
vouals? And some words abeut Fram and Jose..,

Currenily. ihere are not five members anymore
We're @ threespiece now!! Anvway | ihink £
better:to have a vocalist free fromip
mstrgment, i depends on wiany thin

Fran was 3 pretiy gaad guitarist hut with: a kitida
rock st dtatide which was creating a prenty had
mnod i the band. Jose got his: girlfviend preg.
nant 5o he Had to leave the band 51 many teasons

knpws,

some news ghowut Kiting Cvelone,
roes Det Silenciy in AOR and als

A 14
ral, Unhallowed and Sepufero: Tell a tittle more

abont your undergroun
I sick of this question.
i

Sitentin though, bul they'ie 4 majne hand. nevet
to be caegnnized a3 an underground s

At acawer field | dig Heman Wasee and Dismal Qf

catrse, there are {oads bands: morve hut the bnes
I Bike the most are those on the fines abnve.
Every band would Hike to be originsl as much as
. How would you deseribe thinps that do
o different other ace?
i be petty ol me to sav nght now here what
makes Absorbed different: &5 % matter of fast
s really comphuated 0 get vour own style these
days but we sthive onidalng our best in eve
single rifl arrangement of detail We're working
onc:Our music flows Spontansously not dane hy
purpase. It might also mituence the point that it

I DEEE N W SN G BRSNS L
Israel. If half a year before I had 1o think of a

country which metal scene | couldn’t imagine, Is-
rael would have been first. But now | don't think
o anymore - just now | have Israeli scene report

in front of myself which shows the metal scene is
rising very quickly there. ““Yes, the scene is very
strong here and good. a lot of great promising
bands. the only style. which is not so popular, is
dlack metal - you can’t believe in Satanism when

releases

« demo “Power Of Hate™ *93

1. Dymg Without Feel 2. Power of Hate 3. Greedy
Lord 4.Don’t Light Me a Candle (in Hebrew:
Live) 5. Power of Hate (Live)

+ demo “Our Scars™ 94

I Neverending Story 2.Greedy Lord 3. Our Scars
4 Don’t Light Me a Candle (in Hebrew)

address

¢ o Yishai Swearts
10 Kazan st
Raanana 43612
Israel

ith Dismal and

Later ol we Kicked ‘Abel out of
the band because he hadn't got his own dram kit
ner the wil o buy it Fm st s ouch with them
tough. hoth Zampa and Abel. The fater s my

75 Fay

ve: gever heard of Kils
g Cyclone or Torekarda | hike Heroes Det

o T T T T o T . -

Personally Tiihnk i
HRLSH 2

bad & tape for
being recarded inlate 1992
but 3 no Tomger Teprosents us i the least
That's fovsure. ['d rather call ‘our current stvle as
techno deth  theash bt 1 don't really think there’s
& right label 1o categotize our sound either: We've
alw opened aurears fom tew agéto grind
core musie. We try to do a weird hlend of 4l this
shif :
Perhaps all of vou have #x liftle free fime as other
musicians. How do vou spend it?
Cuvrently. o using afl mv spare time in sething
my:driving hoence at fast: Also im {fooking: Tars
ward to buy my very ind own ear 1 really need it
since I have o cover a hellove foi of kilometers
every weekend 10 get together with the rest of
the hand ae the rehearsal site
Are you interesting fn politics?
Sure emough! 1 keaw ivair president s
Brarauskss, if ' not mistaken!!
How do vou regard to sicohol and drups?
Drugs are shit and aleohol also! Tt even Jike
bewrt! :

What do you think about Deéicide’s Glenn Benton
and ather “Satanic philosophers”? i
Toddon tmid them! As lang 3¢ ey don’t affect me
don'y reafly care 3 fuck!! Anyicay N

metal. dickheads fuck offt?

Do you know anything about Lithuanian metal
scene? %
There're soime great zines like Edge OF Time ot
Death fndustry, may Nands (Fhaven't heard Ay
vet. pitsts and a prefiy besnntul el called Lo
somewhere i Vil (HhY Lauea? Are vou read:
ing this? Cheses!ly

% s abont self-finunced sptit ¢
16573 3 bands spht with more: than 60 minites of
music andiwith 4 wacks per bandiapprox: The 1
groups enclosed are grent!

Seme tast word
SUPERCALIFRAGILISTICOESPIR ALIDOSON
Lotsa thanks for the back up mate!! Sabonis &
Kurtinmtis rule!

- Birnte -

Swearts of Betrayer -
the Israeli premier raw
thrashcore band. To
this day they released *

. o
two demos and both 66’(@’P\\<E

ol them represent ab-
solutely different
kinds of music

Let's start from the be-
ginning. The band was
formed in 1993 and
found pretty standard
name for themselves -
Betraver. I don’t think it
was the best choice, but
the guys think just op
posite - they say. they
betrayed their
sociely’s and
chose 10 live their own way. so the word “betray
Is very inumate for them. Betrayer managed to
organize:some gigs -1 tell the tuth they:ve only
played six shows. but that's because théré aren't
tog-miichiplaces:for gigs in Israel. Yeah, ‘interést-
g fact - about audience: in Lithuania peapte, usu-
ally g0.46 gigs f they have money and it depénds

rules

onefimate in Israed=you can expect 150 people ar
your gig on a cold day and about 500 on a hot
one
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heavy music. Interview was
answered by Christopher Crites
and Aaron Copelan

- You have to usual

demos, “Fear” and
“My Belief”, what
could you tell
about your

ot h er
production?
A: We have
al s o
released a
7" EP called
“A World of
Thieves”. This record was put out by
Ray Millek. He is the fanzine editor for
“Metal Curse” magazine. He now has
Cursed Productions distribution going. 100
records are pressed. Two unreleased songs
appear on this 7" which are not on our two demos
- Pax Mortis plays technical death metal. What
do you think about classical death (like Death
for example)?
C: | love old death metal. | was very influenced
by bands like Venom. Possessed. Sodom,
Celtic Frost and Death. However it is 10 years
later, so it would be boring to play that style of
death metal a decade later. Music has to
progress
- How are you looking at other metal kinds
(thrash, doom, grind, etc.)? Do you listen to
classical music?
C: I'love all kinds of different music. | feel sorry
for people who only listen to one style of music
There is so much good music in the world that
it's stupid to be closed-minded. Yes, | love
classical music, it's very powerful and dramatic
- What's your opinion about Florida's Tampa
Bay region, unofficial death metal “realm"?
C: | feel sorry for the new bands who live there
because it's hard to get noticed. Also - too many
Florida bands sound the same
- What are your lyrics about? Who creates
Pax Mortis tracks?
C: Our lyrics deal with real-life issues. Animal
rights, betrayal by someone you trust, dishonesty
in government, drug addiction, things that
everyone can understand. We all write the songs
together.
- What are you influenced by (bands or
musicians concretely)? Do you like various
experiments in your music?

first trax present you what happens when Sodom and
Kreator meet Rolins Band and Biohazard. Thrashcore
with very strong and good vocals. The song “Don’t
Light Me a Candle” presents something kinda beer
party, fun thing in the veins of Tankard. The best track
i1s “Power of Hate",
without doubt, it's
the most complex
song with contrasts
between
peace

Really big changes
happened after re-
leasing of this demo

rage and

The new one - “Our
Scars” presents indus-
trial  thrash We
wanted to do some-

thing special and origi-
nal. we had enough
from all the death
brutal barbaric
bands, we wanted to
do something more up to date and modern so
we replaced our drummer with drumsmachine.”
For me the new style appears like a mix of indus
trialiand punk; Sounds very innovative gnd fresh
Ong of the most_interesung:sides of the demag-are
lyftxe-schich talkZabout politsx:“individualism and
atheism 1t seems. Yishar knows what's he ‘domng.
‘coz he feleased his lyrics hook called “rig
Prophet” and also he studies psychology. It also
seems that it’s very hard 1o live

your own way of
life in Israel

but Yishai thinks, society is sick

L N — —
The first demo was released in December 1993 These

A: We are into all types of metal/rock music. Some
other types of music included jazz. All influences
create and keep inspiration up to keep us playing
our instruments as well as writing new songs
- What's your standpoint to drugs and alcohol?
A: Take doses in moderation. Don't let alcohol
control you. Drinking and riving till you puke are
not smart decisions
C: I don't drink much, | just don't like it. | enjoy
smoking pot, but I'm not into hard drugs like
cocaine and heroin

- Are you interested
in politics?

C: | get very angry if
| think about politics
for a long time. | think

government Is a
dangerous thing it abuses
it's power
' ' - Religion?
5 C: If it works for you
% fine. I'm not interested

-How do you spend
your spare time?

A: We will let loose
and hang, out once in
awhile After

rehearsing usually |
am busy with other
things. We

great

reim
friends
but we mainly
only hang out at

practice
g [ |

paint, answer mail
write poetry and

answer more mail

- The last question: what do you know about

Lithuanian underground? Your words to the

headbangers...

C: I know that Lithuania has a strong death metai

underground of devoted fans. We get a lot of

mail from your country. Stand together and stay

underground. Thank you

A: Thanks for interview Birute. Good luck
-Birute-

Info & merchandise

c/o Christopher Crites, 190 Easy Way, Auburn

CA 95603, USA

c/o Aaron Copelan, 11484 Sherwood Way

Auburn, CA 95602, USA

w

line-up:
Aaron Copelan - drums
Chnstopher Crites

Mark Gniffith - voc

iar

Mark Burcher - guitar

Dave Kellev - bass

releases:

demo “Fear ™ (92) 2 3 USD 4songs

demo "My Belief” (93) 3 4 USD. 6 songs

T"EP A World of Thieves™ (94) 35 6 IS
Cassctte EPR ssance (94) 34 USD. 4 live s
“7 EP I Suffer” (94) 5/6 USD, 4 songs
prices are - USA world

3songs

L B B N N N ] -
everywhere in the world, not only in lIsrael So
this demo shows very hig (kindly speaking)

progress compared with the previons work - vou

can dislike the new style. you can adore i, anvwayv
you must mention it's origimal
well. after this T was expecting to hear 100%

dustrial swff. but.. Guys decided tc
style once again! Yishai explains

trayer stuff 1s completely strong Power
the veins of Pantera, Biohgzard. Pro-Pam
raw and powerful musi I don’t kno

think now. Maybe we'll hear death n
Betrayer after & couple of 1 |
But let’s wait - ‘coz Betraye

their new works abroad. The first

released in America and 1t's not 1

debut CD. It will be called “{/to Flags ™ anc

will contain only new Betrayer w:‘* This CD may

be released in new Israeli fabel “Unicorn produ

tions

And for the end I'll ask Yishar some nonmusi

questions

- About rehigion As | know vou are atheists. So

maybe vou know how the r wd earth

bom? And what's the future of humanity?
Well | tell you - me and a lot of doctors believe

that the man 1s a result of monkey (Darvin)

it there 1s God sa | am curious 1o know

was during World War 11" Why did the n 3

come so popular? Where God was? All my tannl

was ler«I] n this war. | can’t behieve there 1

About the future | can see 2 ways. or renc

(yes, yes, influenced by Kreator) or chaos. | ho

it will be renewal and people will be open-minde

Maybe | am naive but that’s what | believe '

- The most important question: what is more popu

lar 1 Israel - vodka or beer? What do you like

more?

- It depends, if you wanna he drunk lor sor

- vodka is {he way. | prefer heer lsraeli
very good!!!
all. Contact this b




When the dark and the hight unite; when the dawn
comex to the ¢arth, when the moon s fising and the
sunis dying ‘when you live and when you die. when
you belong e your body or when you fly in the s
when you feel the sensé of loneliness or depression.
- then take Trom’s miusic o your soul Occult, mys-
tic atmasphiere of it 1s the one to fill the spiritual
lonehiness:
Here [ won tiatk about trom’s music, ‘coz you can
find review 3t you want, so only a couple of word
from thew history, Trom started to play together 2
vears ago. Firstguys made the demo “Red Moons”
that doesn’t exist anymore. Then " Zanathnamik”
demo ¢are out; and it gave them the oppartumity to
gaabroad (Czech Republic, Austria), and after this
the first CDealled “Balmor " appeared. Taht's alf you
miust know gboutihis band. Now Trom are creating
new sangs, but they have problenis with one of their
musicians (alcohol and drugs can be good for cre-
ativity, “hut nat so much for pldwnﬁ together. ).
Anyway, the singer found enough time to answer
my questions
I've heard two of your works - “Zariathnamik”
deme and “Balmor™ CD - the misteriuos mood is
quite the same on both warks, but as régards the
music Leould see some differences - it seems, that
“Zaviathnamik” is more united than “Batmor”
whiose songs are not as similar. And
what do  you
think - what's
the ‘higgest dif-
ference hetween
these: ‘two re-
leases?
“Zanathnamik” an
Yoway s more
MOFOEOHous; hex
capse e vorce was
young: 1 staried
g 1o years
agoy arid the musi-
ciansplay sitce 1)
ears SRalmor”
ikieia visiseard for
us; dml\ﬂ Wwhy welve
visited differentkind
ol gtmospheres: to
knoswachat we really
wanted: And we' ke
QUETSRTEE T i be
difesrent
Oy cour: Tve: wfbum
welll: record hest ver-
sonas ol aome songs of
the “Zariathaamik’
dema that 15106 as
goadasitcopld el The bigges differ-
ence {310 the work dself: The “halmor has much
workion 1t and “ Zarfathnamik™ s more natve, [ihink
{ hope the next one witl b betier:
“Balmor”, What s hidden under this name” Also,
there are tyrics written not in English, but in
otherlanguages (e in Latin) on this CB. Wha
tes them and what do these lanpuages give (o
music? Does Latin bettey fit your mwnsic than

Tasia contraction oF “Bat mart” which
meansHead dance’ i french AlRoL S Tram T means
“Mort” (= deathi in the mimor (Trom = Hized): we
tike w0 play with the words:

1 {singer) ‘wite the texts ¥ use french of course
Latin, nghsh and some muore languages French is
better for poetry, "“cxuse 105 my fanguage; usually
fatin, Lhke ithecanse the ngmg,:‘ deadisa it can
ive an mpression of “outoftime’ And Enghsh is
better for mefodies and for people wha don’t speak
nor Fretich nerther Tatin: 1 difficadt @ sing in
French when vou know that foofie Wikl understand
a ward:f Hike Latim for shaw songs
So. as understand only 1 ithuanian. English,
Russian and German - what'x the main concept

O M concent is the absolute dark-
ness of creaton: When:the {ife comes in from no-
Nigra Opert i mieans " Black Opera” where
the light has never hceﬂ Andthe last song means
“Where the faces al Chlodd areihorm that means
where we all come from: b the Iyrics 1 tried to show
that we have 0 drownwide ifwewvant o find sonie
hight, the Tright we surely know. bul we ‘cannot re-
member. And sve shall have ng fear to drown
Thereisa song on “Balmor” catled “Praha™ Why
the track is about this town? How could you de-
scribe the spirit of ofd Praha?
We plaved aur first concerts under the name of Trom
in Praha; and this city has a magical - my stical at-
mosphere that | cannot deny: Evenif maney’s iry
ing to destray this ancestory feeling, ‘money wil
never buy any feeling neither atmospheres: And |
will continiie to goto Praha and have meditations in
the castle 6fihe street of Alchemists or in any of the
hundreds:of old gothic thurches that keep the
memory: of1his misterious City.,
On the seventh issue of Edge of Time Scorch fram
Mordor said there gren’t many people interested
in black metal in your country. He wrote for me
witzerland is very narrow - minded and
bourgous country. Do vou Hpree with him and
what da you think about the scene in Switzerland?
Lapree with my friend Switzertand is such a mate-
nalistic country thateveryorie who's a bit diflerent
turns o be rejected: Artists are called jumkies or
crazy. stupid peaple by the mast ot the population
the scene is'nat o good. Or you have good friends
that will make you play in places where the
Organtsatorny dan’t care about YOUr Imusicy or: you
don't play;
Swiss aidience 1 mainly interested i well Known
foreign bunds. That's why we prefer to ¢ross the
frontiers for 3 goud gie.
You describe vour style as “gothic-core™. Yeah -
Gothic: L'apree, but is your mucis influenced by
hardeore? By the way. what are your best hands?

As a matter of fact, I'don’t know how to describe
our music. Psychedelic = mystical - violent - wave is
maybe better, since we are not influenced by nay
core band. I don’t like these clasifications, but any-
way. Our favorite music are Joy Division, hendrix,
Vagtazi, Halotkamek, Liber Mud, Lugié Cries,
Ministry, Killing Joke, Fields of th Nephilim, but
also reggae, gregorian chants, tribal tpure) music
from all over the world. every band thatwe feel true
and that agrees with it’s own {uliy;
Now let’s leave music and talk #bout other things.
As I understood, you are studving occultism.
Have you heard of Agni=Yoga? What's is your
meaning of life?
L don't know Agni=¥ags: is it one of the four pen-
ods in the Hind System? (.. wow, ligw far from the
truth you ate. - agni-Yoga isthe synhiesis ofall Yogas
and the Oniental wisdom, given 10/ peaple by Ma-
hatmas throueh F. Renich w this century - A2) My
concept of hife is thisong: we all should know the
tutly, byt we cannat remember And i we can, for
the moxt ofus the trith thr by sell) 1570 difficult
1o actept. $o a human being prefer sleeping (o liv
g, forgetting to knowledge
Butl wanto: grow and: with nat accept any other
way than the ong to thetruth, true
wiltiillumina-
tiott God: or
whitever you
willigall 1t::0n
myspointof
view:l am ye-
spoasible of
this. and ev-
eryday 1 suf-
fer ta be justa
miserable
shit: To be
continued
hat is
stronger -
darkness or
LEght?
Why?
None is
Stronger
nar weaker.
hecause
fight and
darkness
are the
§am.e
thng. You
cannat
see the light 1 darksesss but that
doens’tmean it doesn’t exist But on a sunny day
you Cannot see the stars. But'(f you dig a big hale
1l darkness, thai vou will see that stars are only
hididen by the sunlight during the day
Maybe you know how the Earth was born?
NogEstiltdon’t know if the Earth is bomn. if it exists,
il do exist il youlte human (as far as | remember,
{ama human - A As | told you I'm just a shit
without knowledge. the more 1 know the more |
know my ignarance: But what'| know is the muore |
give the more b prow
What is the “nri( and the happiest thing you
conld imaging?
Happrest: Break sl my social chains, conditioned
behaviour, destroy myself, ego and be only
shumintous thing: Stop the thoughts. Join the uni-
versallove tndermy true will Worst: Get back to
thefife societyiwants me to follow, stop growing,
stopmoving, stop changing, 1t you meant your ques-
tori for afl humanity, | can’l imagine something else
thanswhat 101 Thas shoold be perfect..even if it
seemy to be harrble Mayhe we ave a hortble per-
fettion.
Do yau believe in God? Is it personal or maybe
there exist only some very strong powers (i. ‘e
Chaos. theos and Cosmaos)? What is the most pu“-
erful thing that the man could create?
L would say [ helieve in God
Frrst one would be the whole one, and everyone
Omeinall. That should be chrstan god, ABah or
Iehavah, The thing the hebrews cannot pronunce,
because i thas noname, because it is after names
= Second would be the perfection of my true will, of
what | readby sy That 35 Buddah for the buddhists
ar paradise for the christian. 1t 18 a stage of life. a
point of parfection. Nirvana.
<Then. torces that fly around us. like destruction,
dmeaons; angeds and so on
- The most powerkul thing man can create shall be
himself. We'don't have 1o look outside (o find what
we have nside. Man ¢an create a god from himself
Do you believe in reincarnation and what a life
would you like totive in your next existance? Does
a death exist there (1've read ~ death doesn’t ex-
st #t7s just ke a haivcut)?
Nice number o tafk abodt death! Death is transfor-
maton: s reincarnaten could be every moming
Of every new beginiing ot every new nhmxﬂl life
So 1 da'helieve in reincamation and for my next life
L would hike o finishisvith s cireus of circles
Whit do you think about paganism?
Paganism 1s a really interesting way, as every reli-
giousiway. Hinteresis me especially in its connec-
tion with the natural forces, visible or invisible. Re
spect!
Back to the music. Whatare your plans? Where
and whett will vou release youy next CD?
SEVIE Tive (D should be released in March

3\ newstudio album should bereleased in May,
- Congerts:we will visit France, Gevifiany, Belgium,
Czech Rep, Austan, Jtaly and Spata this vear
So, thans for vuur work, T hope we canplay in yaur
country gng night. the darkest pomtof the night s
also closesfto the day! Let's droswn!
Contact this veally occult band at this address:
CP 1126, 2000 Neuchatel: Switzerland
- Audriuss

What’s new at the moment?

We've just put the finishing touches to our upcom-
ing mini-CD “Of Chaos And Eternal Night”, to be
released in Feb.'95 through Spine Farm records. the
album will feature four songs and is meant to be a
small taster of the soon-to-be-recorded second full
length album

Skydancer™ was out quite long time ago. What
are your plans regarding next release?”

As mentioned, there are four songs - 3 brand new
compositions that display a progression and devel-
opment from the previous material, and there’s also
a remix of “Alone” from “Skydancer”, now with
the efforts of the new vocalist (more on that later)
The actual plan for the mim-CD was to get some-
thing recent out, just to show people that we sull
exist. As you Skydancer: i1s now very old and
out-dated. The next “real” album probably won't
be released before the autumn of *95 and that would
mean (wo years between the first two albums, which
1s too much. By putting out a mini-CD now, the situ-
ation 1s better

Present your new songs. What changes could you
mark between them and your older cuts?

There are three new songs on the mim-CD, and they
differ quite much from each other. In addition to
this. we have completed 9-10 other songs for the
second full length album. I can say that there aren’t
any radical changes or departures from the
“Skydancer” material. Mikael, who played guitar on
the first album, is now doing the vocals, and we have
anew second guitarist. People will be able to notice
a slight change 1n the music, which 1s not a big sur-
prise, as the “Skydancer” are over 2-3 years
old by now, but as I mentioned 1t’s still in the same
basic style - vared, atmospheric and melodic
When “Skydancer” album was released. there waas
quite not many bands which tried to play death metal
with melodical appr 1 (and even if there were
some - they came from Sweden - At The Gates,
Desultory. maybe a couple of others). mostly there
ved that “mid-paced” thin Grave Bene
diction. Now the situation is complet
the further from death metal the better
you comments and thoughts about this
You're right in that the current “trend” or norm
seems to be to play melodic and atmospheric; even
in some black metal there are some harmonies and
so on We don’t claim to be pionters or something,

song

was pla

y different
What are

but we've been doing this thing tor nearly five years
now, without having change and 1t's a
bit boring that so many new bands don't have an
own 1dentity but instead seem busy following the
t rules of how a band should sound. Sull.
s a lot of quality out there and | don’t mind
some good competition

In spite of the fact that you play fast and ener-
getic music, you could be considered to be emo-
tional/atmospheric metal band. Have vou ever
thought to slow the things (I mean songs) down,
like MDB, Anathema or Tiamat do?

to speed and intensity in
:! In my ears. some of our
atmosphere that those
bands do, even if v t play it slow and doomy
It’s all a matter of ta e try to play colourful,
fW""'“\ e and emotional music without loosing the
gy and power

I,el s take a look to your history. The first
acquitance with you for the most of metalheads
was “Skydancer™ album. What could you say
about your previous EPs - ilof Life Decayved™
and “Moonclad Reflections™?
[ stll like them a lot for what they are .
represent important steps in our history
was written in ‘90 and recorded in the b
'91. but one can still hear 1t’s the same band as to-
day. Back then, the music was simplier. On
“Moonclad”, there are more complex song struc-
tures and lots of acoustic guitars and this
developement showed a straight line to
*Skydancer”. All in all, [ still think it's good mate-
rial. but terribly outdated

our style,

No, we're too addicted

music to do such a thir

material cover tha s

e

and they
“Trail

by now

nning of

What direction is the most promising one in heavy
music? Tell your opinion about the following:
industrial metal (Voodoo Cult, NIN)

I haven’t heard that much to be honest. It has a cer
tain atmosphere with some quahties

modern american thrash/hardcore (Pantera, Bio-
hazard)

Not my style of music at all. Too one dimensional
and monotonous for my liking

gothic/doom (Paradise Lost, Type O Negative)
Gothic' Doom - it’s OK, some bands are very good.
but some tend to be abit boring in the long run
‘What’s about your deal with Spine Farm Records
wchich put out “Skydancer™”? How was the dis-
tribution of that album? Aren’t you looking for a
bigger & better label?

Spine farm are good, and they’ll also be releasing
the mini-CD. For the second full length album we're
currently looking at several different contracts, so
it’s a fair bet that said album will appear on a bigger
and better-known label. That said, [ don’t have any-
thing negative to say about Spine Farm

What do you think about such Swedish bands as
Memento Mori

M. Mori - ['ve only heard some songs, seems OK
Clawfinger
Clawfinger - Nah
Morgana Lefay
Morgana Lefay
heard them yet
Skintrade?
Skintrade - haven’t heard

Do vou like Tiamat’s “Wildhoney™?

No, Tiamat suck as well! I hate ALL Swedish bands
No. seriously, “Wildhoney™ is a very good album,
and Tiamat has always been one of the best bands
from here. I saw them play live with TYPE'O
NEGATIVE last month and they were excellent
Especially their new lead guitarist was very skilled
Your thoughts about::

a) drugs

haven’t tried any

b) vegetables

good

¢) “swedish socialism™

not my taste

seem interesting, but | haven't

couldn’t care less

d) football (congratulations with Sweden’s third
place in Worl Cup "94!)

totally uninterested in sports

¢) smoking/alcohol

alcohol is OK at times

f) techno/dance music

sound all the same

g) melodramatic movies

yes, why not?

h) Swiss watches

damsh bacon

i) pagan beliefs

interesting, but highly trendy and popularized

Do you prefer music to any other nfkin(hufur( -
such as literature, theater, movies? If so, why?
All form of artistic expressions have their own quali
ties and | don’t see any reason to choose between
them. It's hard to compare a CD or a concert to a
good prece of hiterature or a play or a painting. [ can’t
say which expression [ prefer. but music is obvi
ously the one that occupies my life most

Imagine you know that tomorrow vou will be
punished to death. What would you say to the
world?

We have high quality D. T. T-shirts available for $15
if anyone is interested... Why not die as a rich man?
Imagine you don’t know anything exactly about
tomorrow (or maybe there’s no need to imagine -
it is s0). What would you like to say to the read-
ers?

Thanks for reading_this! Keep your eves and ears
open for our forthcoming releases. Thanks to
Giedrius for taking the time to come up with these
quality questions. OK, cheers!

Band address: dark tranquility, Valebergsv 123, §
427 37 Billdal, SWEDEN

- Giedrius
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