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“Elegy”
“Holy Land"
‘Carved In Stone"
all

“The Gallery”
“Relish”
“Skunkworks”

“Ozzmosis”

"Screaming Down The Gravity Well"

“To Dimension Logic"

“Ugly"
“Die Flucht"

“Change of Seasons"
“Spiritchaser

“The Gallery”

“Das Rabenland”

“The Fabric Of Betrayal”
“Undisputed Attitude”
“The Electric Mist”
“The Good Son'

“The Edge OF Twilight"
“The Concept Of Our Reality”

MAS OPTICA / WHITE FEAR CHAIN / MIND OX  demos

all

“Fatal Opera”

“To Dimension Logic"

“Machine Fish"

"...And The Circus Leaves Town"
“Psychedelicatessen”

“Live In Deutschland”

A big hello to all of you! “Edge Of Time"
#10 (anniversary or what?) is no more a
fiction. Since we reached a round
number, | am going to talk a bit here.
Through last two years the publication
went through different changes
considering design and contents. While
the first was dictated by raising
ambitions, the second was caused by
changing musical tastes. Well, actually
they didn’t change that much, however
with every issue “Edge Of Time"
unsignificantly turned closer and closer
to progressive rock/metal. And namely
this musical style holds the highest
cards in #10.

But our purpose is not to make a
publication, which is devoted strictly to
one style. As always, in future efficient
artists of different styles will be featured.
The main criterias for the bands are to
be emotional and melodic. The balance
between styles will be retained further
on, though “Edge Of Time" will have a
specific face (and focus on progressive,
atmospheric and gothic music). New
material from bands and labels is
awaited. No constraints to musical
forms, though carefully reading you may
notice what rules here at the moment.
Due to a huge amount of records we
get, perhaps there will occur small
changes considering reviews lengths
and the form of presentation. Maybe we
will exploit more “Sea Of Sounds”
section...

One of the bigger changes is that
interviews for this issue are done in
quite different ways - we almost refused
‘old-good’ snail mail, and concentrated
on doing conversations via e-mail,
phone or simply talking eye-to-eye.
Audrius spent the first half of this year in
Holland, but he made his own and not
small input in this issue as well.

Reviews and reviewers were pushed to
be objective, still all the surveys, as you
may figure out, slightly depend on
personal tastes. We choosed this way,
because otherwise “Edge Of Time"
would turn into a dry and tasteless
information source.

Another novelty is that at this time | am
really ready to spread reviews through
Internet and, perhaps, | will put some
pages in WWW as well.

Talk to you later...

Giedrius
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Shadow Ga“em = "Cmsm“ine progressive"

Have you any releases before “Carved In Stone"?
Gary: "Carved In Stone” was SHADOW GALLERY's
second release. The self-titled debut came out in 1992,
and is similar in some aspects to “"Carved”. One major
difference is the recording quality. The first CD was
recorded on inferior equipment, and lacks a professional
sonic quality, but still represents a direction in the band
“Carved" is being received as a maturing effort

As far as | know, Magna Carta is your label in USA,
and Roadrunner in Europe, is it true?

QGary: Basically, thats true. "Magna Carta" is our record
company, Roadrunner distributes us in many parts of
Europe. R.E.D./SONY distributes us in the states, and
Appolon does so in Japan... Its a bit conlusing to me
sometimes, because there is many companies involved,
but as long as 1t gets out there to people, that is what is

important to me

What label has released your first album?

Gary: Magna Carta is our record label that has put out
both “Shadow Gallery” (debut) and “Carved In Stone”
(current release).  However, as | mentioned, the CDs
are distributed by different companies such as

ROADRUNNER in parts of Europe, and R.E.D./Sony
in the United States

Was it difficult to get signed? How long will you stay
with Magna Carta?

Gary: The band got signed by sending a demo to Mike
Varney. He liked what he heard and wanted to hear
more. Mike and Pete Morticelli were starting a
progressive label, and had begun working with
MAGELLAN. .. They were interested in the bands
The band was headed right in
that direction and everything just worked out from there
We have a contract to do 4 CDs with the label. Alfter
that, many options are available, none of which | can

more progressive sound

comment on at this time

Since when are you in musical scene?
Gy Iihave Beeninvolved with misicsice [\wasiabait
| had a band BLAK SOX and

We weren't very

10. | was a drummer
we used to play shows at camps
good, but for our young age, it was a fun thing to do

| moved onto guitar about 4 years later, and piano when
| was 18
on whichever instrument was needed. So, its basically

| have been playing in bands all the while,

been steady since | was 10... A lot of the other guys in

the band also have been actively involved in music since

their pre-teen years. As far as since When SHADOW

GALLERY has been in the scene, the first CD was
i 2

releasea in 1991

“Carved In Stone" could be considered as
progressive metal album, but it has many
melodic metal moments, which perhaps are
more typical to straigther Euro metal bands,
than to US acts. How would you comment
your intentions to emphasize namely melodic
side of metal?

Gary: It is generally not our intention to create
music that is any one particular style. We just wiite and
produce it to be the best it may be and are not
interested in the particular category it may fall into. |
guess you could say it is “melodic metal”... some people

say that

If a typical old-class heavy metal is outdated, your
creation sounds very fresh. How do you think, what do
help your music to look this way: progressive metal
approach, complex songs, modern and rich sound,
widely uised synths...2

Chris: It is not our intention to create music that is any
one particular style

Gary: Ha ha
think about it
Chris: We just do it

very well put, Chris. We don't really

Instrumental parts take a very big part of the whole
music? Why is that?

Gary: We have many ideas... | think the music can say a
lot... and will compliment the hyic... swe believe in
creating mood and emotion in both our lyric and music

and uh, we have a lot to say.

What is the main lyrical theme of “Carved In Stone"?
What does lie behind the words of “Ghostship" song?
How did it develop to 21 minute long epic track?
Gary: “Carved in Stone" is not necessarily a concept
album... there is not one lyrical theme but many
individual stories

Chris: It is a story that is actually a legend

Gary: It is about a group of vikings that are about to sail
out and they prepare to leave and they have a big party
and the next day they encounter some unexpected
obstacles

Chas: They encounter some unspeakable force

Gary: As far as how it came together, it is a very old
song that Chris and Carl started nearly a decade ago

Right, Chris?
Chris: Yes
throughout the past ten years, bits and pieces were
added

Gary: Biilliant piano solo

it developed out of my piano solo and

Ha ha
theme from Chris' solo was very strong and melodic and
emotional....and!! ithoushtiit would be good:t5
foreshadow that theme and hint at it throughout “CIS"
Ghostship is a really fun piece to play live

| really thought the

For me the best song in “Carved In Stone” album is
"Crystalline Dream", though for non-metal circle
people it probably is too heavy. Nevertheless,
“"Alaska" is acceptable to every pop/MTV-type music
addict. How do you think, are there any chances for
SHADOW GALLERY to break through (become
well-known) in the States?

Gary: We've never thought about “breaking through”
we don't feel a strong
need to be presenting
the public with what
we think they

and we hope that

want... we play what we want
people can appreciate it

Chris: "Alaska” is a song we wrote
Gary: Exactly
Chris
Gary.

We wrote it
without any regard to it being a
regard to it being a commercially accepted song

Lyrical moments in “Crystalline Dream", songs “Don't
Ever Cry, Just Remember”, "Alaska”, are really not so
heavy, even more soft metal orientated, so to speak
(though they are far superior to cheap pop metal
songs). Should we expect more tracks like these ones
in future, or you will go in a heavier direction?

Gary: No, | don't think we will intentionally go in any
one direction...but most likely go in every direction...so
the soft songs will be softer ...the heavier songs heavier
and the in-between songs, more in-between...as
individuals, and as a group, we believe in versatility... |
know | do, especially... art is a very broad existence. .. |
would like to explore every avenue of creating that |
can... we don't believe in formulas or following trends
just writing the best music we can... that we enjoy.

Have you got enough studio time to achieve exactly
what you wanted to achieve with “Carved In Stone"?
Gary: If we had gone into a big studio, our bill would
have been enormous, as we spent a lot of time recording
on the CD. The band is fortunate enough to own our
own recording studio, therefore the CD was recorded at
surlleiure;. at curischedlle. We had 1o svercome mary
obstacles to record "Carved In Stone” and we were very
pressured and rushed to complete it... Their were many
ideas, segues, additional back-up vocals that were left off

due to the time restraint... but thats how the business is

sometimes, we were initially upset but have all come to

terms with it and have pride over what is on the final mix,

even though we had imagined so much more

Describe your new songs.

Gary: Just ideas at this point... lots and lots ...we were
going to tour Europe to support “CIS" but at this point
we may Just get on with the next album and tour

immediately after its completion

What music do you try to create? What category do
you want achieve stylistically, or, if speaking more like
to a musician - what emotions do you like to excite
with your music?

Chris

Gary: As long as a song has emation, it is pertinent

All emotions

Chris: Creativity is something that is

things, but perhaps something else. Music can really be
wiitten in that way - where the creator has the listener
leaning in one direction, and not until he or she is more
familiar with that will they listen deeper and unleash some
of the other goodies, “ear cookies” as Kevin (Soferra)
would say. | absolutely love MAGELLAN, especially
the title track “Impending Ascension” That is a
wonderfully crafted song, and | am not just saying that
because | have some sort of label affiliation with them. |
do NOT love all prog/metai rock, but MAGELLAN is
one band that | would enjoy if | was not in SHADOW
GALLERY. We have a love for Ensoniq equipment
together... | should call Trent and ask him what the latest
Ensoniq software he has... ha... maybe we could trade
sounds. .. what was the question? | am sorry. ok... other

bands, | had mentioned ENCHANT, they are very

good, although | haven't had a fair chance to really

spontaneous

Gary: We try to channel the best of our spontaneous
ideas into

Chiis: The emotion that we feel at the time... it could be

any emotion

Have you in mind a will to create another epic song
like "Ghostship"?

Gary: | do not know. We do not sit down and “plan”
things like that. They just build. It's very easy to have a
long song, story... we have so many ideas, way more
than gets put on the album, we throw away 5 times as
many as we keep, we only want the best, most pertinent,
emotional ideas. We may have a "ghostship” of soris in
the future, or maybe something even bigger... we are
kicking around a concept album, but | cannot
comment on it at this time... who knows
thats the fun part... not knowing, and
watchingthe hardiwork Gaild something:magical
along the way... | am excited

Ave you familiar with other bands from Magna
Carta? What do you think of them?

Gary: Yes. | know of MAGELLAN, CAIRO
and ENCHANT especially... All good bands. |
especially liked some of CAIROs work

wonderful ideas, you know, it's like you have to

a lot of

listen to some of it a few times to really appreciate
it, because there is so much going on, so many
wonderfully layered ideas. | really like that - music
that makes you think... themes and ideas that are
layered in such a way that, perhaps in your first 3 -

5 listens, your ear is not concentrating on THOSE

check them out. who else...? BILLY SHERWOOD... |
do not know too much of his material except for his YES
tribute selection, same thing with ROBERT BERRY... He
| thought
he did a wonderful job, although it may not be apparent
as of yet from my work with SHADOW GALLERY, |
think | would have approached some of the songs in a
similar way that Robert did... He is very talented. | look

was on all 3 tributes that we contributed to

forward to hearing his future work

So, among others, you have made a YES cover for YES
tribute album? Did the label insist you, or you have
done it for pleasure?
Gary: OK... The tributes
that. ok,

Yes, | was just talking about

Discography:
Shadow Gallery (1992/Magna Carta)
Carved In Stone (1995/Magna Carra)

Line-up:

Brendr Allman - guitar, accoustic guitar, vocals
Car] Caden-James - bass, vocals, fretless bass, flut
Mike Baker - lead vocals

Gary Wehrkamp - piano, guirar, synthesizer, vocal
Chris Ingles - synthesizer, piano

Kevin Soffera - drums

Shadow Gallery worldwide fan club:

send SASE to: PO Box 21881 Lehigh Valley,
PA 18002-1881, USA.

E-mail contact: prophet@esu.cdu



SHADOW GALLERY worked on songs for tributes to
PINK FLOYD, YES and GENESIS... All separate
albums... titled, | believe, “The Moon Revisted",
“Tales From Yesterday" and “Suppers Ready”
respectively. We were asked, not insisted to
do these... There was no need to insist. These
are some of our favorite bands and it was an
honor to pay homage to them. It works well,
also, as it is promotion for OUR band to
some of the people who may not know of

us... This is in fact a form of promotion for

us. |t was grezt fun recording these, although
we did not have the time to put into these
songs

what we would a SHADOW GALLERY
song

“Time", the PINK FLOYD song, for one,
was

done very quickly... | would have liked to
have

more time there. It turned out well however.
Our only strong recommendation for our record
company was to re-create it very closely to the
original. That was easy for me. PINK FLOYD has
always been my favorite band and biggest musical

inspiration. .. | know their songs all too well... and being

the rest of the band knows how much of a fan | am, they [

all let me do all the parts to the song, albeit the lead
vocal and 2nd half of the guitar solo... It was great fun
as | have said

What musical stuff do you listen to lately?

Chris: DREAM THEATER... Lately I've been listening
to KATE BUSH.

Gary: |'ve been listening to a iot of YES lately... and
also really love “Dream" from KITARO

Cristen: | particularly like SHADOW GALLERY's
debut album

Gary: | really liked that one too

What were your first musical favorites from metal area?
Gary: | liked a lot of the VAN HALEN early, and i
guess later era... not as much the last few releases. ..
also... IRON MAIDEN, YNGWIE MALMSTEEN.
| know that Carl and Mike liked a lot of GAMMA
RAY, Brendt and myself both had a very big
METALLICA era

How does all the music you hear every day influences
the songs of SHADOW GALLERY?
Gary: The songs on the radio right now play very little

part in what we write, we are sort detached from the “in"!

music scene and just do what WE want, regardless of
whether or not people are going to criticize us by saying
it's not “current” enough... We do not have too much
radio-airplay, or MTV video, not a lot of promotion.
almost all of our sales have been word of mouth from the

fans... | am not particularly interested if we sell 1 million

shadow Gallery - "Crystalline progressive' / Leger 0e Main

we own) that has many copies of "MIZ" magazine, |
find that very interesting as an engineer and producer. |
do not have subscriptions to any though..

If somecne would write to you to SG fan
club or e-mail (to prophet@esu.edu), what
can he/she expect? A kind answer, tour
dates, band photos?

Gary: Our Postal Mail fan club address been
under a bit of re-construction so | know there
are some delays there. We are
hoping to offer a full line of
merchandising, including hats tee-
shirts, posters, etc
funny home "video tape”

even a rare and
as well as
newsletter and personal letters replying to
mail and questions. We would like to keep it
personal and it has been our goal to run it
ourselves, however we simply do not have the
time, and | apologize to any fans out
there who have written and been
caught in the delay. We try to
personally answer the letters rather
than just send a form, but it is

RDCRRGIERy

them are closer to your nature?)

Gary: For me, its music.... Thats all... | eat, sleep and
breathe it... Qutside of the band, | produce other local
artists, perform a lot of studio session work for people

| have done a lot of Live sound for bands this year... |
also teach guitar drums and pianc... | write all the time,
some things are Shadow_gallerish, others are as far
removed as you could imagine. You'll get to hear some of
it someday.

Probably “Carved In Stone" gets better responses than
your debut album. In fact, | have to admit that | have
never heard about your band till autumn of 1995,
Maybe your first album lacked promotion?

Gary: That very well could be... | do not think either
album has had a lot of promotion. The debut album was
much more of a demo. | really like it, but the other guys
seem to dismiss it a bit quicker as a learning experience
etc... We are glad we are getting any kind of response. It
is very very hard in this field... It would be nice to make
enough money with the band to do nothing else, but we
still have other jobs at this point... but for now that is
okay. Our first pricrity is making great music, not making

r
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The purpose of this ultimative introduction to SHADOW GALLERY interview is that YOU, the person who are reading it with your
sparkling eyes and don't suspect of anything terrible, would pay attention to this nice band. All you have to do is to head your mind,
to look over the variants how to get SG recordings, choose the best one and DO IT! Don't ask me why, because | won't tell you. Well,
hmmm... | guess |'ll do, because the interview is here and it would be nice to present this brilliant band.

Aside: Don't turn attention to my elation during this presentation. Yes, | am enthusiastic, but why shouldn't | be? Bands like DREAM
THEATER born once in five years and SHADOW GALLERY is about to reach similar level of musical creation. £nd of aside
SHADOW GALLERY's “Carved In Stone” album (1995/Magna Carta/Roadrunner) was their second product and it was a great
mix of DREAM THEATER and GAMMA RAY with its own identity. Wisely structured tracks, high technical potential, fine songs
and brilliant melodies. Musically it perhaps is the middle between DREAM THEATER's two first albums with some straight-forward
melodies like German metal. If DREAM THEATER's “Awake” is too hard rock-ish for you, if you take care of recent melodic power
metal, if you want HEAVY metal with fantastic ballads, orchestral arrangements, rich sound and emotions - demand SHADOW

GALLERY!
.

J

units, of course 1t would be wonderful, but | am not
going to change my opinion on my art to come up with a
contrived piece that will work according to what the
business and all the politics in music dictate... so much of
the music out there is so very contrived... | think the fans
deserve more... Thats what it is all about, the fans
appreciating art. WE are lucky to have very wonderful
fans who really enjoy our work... | would rather have 10
people love it, then 1000 people like it

Does your symbol (a relief circle with letter "S" and
"“G" on it) has any special meaning?

Gary: No. SG meaning SHADOW GALLERY.,
Nothing too particular about that.

Do you read musical press? If so, give us some
examples...

Gary: Musical Press? Like "Rolling Stone"? or some of
the Guitar Magazines? Not on any kind of regular
basis.... | work at a recording studio (other than the one

very hard to keep up with it. As far as our e-mail
address, it's the same thing... Prophet is our mail-editor,
also my brother. He is very busy as well, and has had a
Rather than have
our fans wait, | have instructed him to forward the mail to

hard time at times keeping up with it

me, so as of now | am personally answering a good
majority of the E-mail, | check in at least 5 - 6 times a
week and spend up to 10 hours a week replying... Some
times | cannot reply too much in length, but | really want
it to be personal. We have NO EMAIL form letter that
we send... every letter is from me, or Bill (prophet) or
own of the other members of the band... Once again,
there may be a slight delay between all the mail-
forwarding... but we'll get to it... If anyone has anything
they would like to comment or ask, they can write to me
personally as well, for a faster response. My e-mail is
garyw(@epix.net.

Music probably is that kind of art you really prefer.
What other kinds of art do you estimate? (or which of

great money. The Music is MUCH more important to
us. | understand what a lot of people think it takes to
make a “hit" song. Maybe someday | will pursue that
evenue, but for now, | am content making art... Come
see it, come hear it... let those who have ears listen, it is
more than just music, and | thank god for the talent and
means to have it available to the public and really want
to thank the fans for their support, all of our sales have
been word of mouth and we are lucky to have the
greatest fans in the world...
Gary: Good job, Chris...We have an appointment at
this time, but really enjoyed getting the chance to

see ya soon!

correspond with you...best of luck to your magazine...
and thank you to all the people who have bought our
albums... we appreciate it more than

you'll ever know.

Chris: Goodbye and good luck.

(interview by Giedius)

Let’s admit one thing: recently
nothing interesting happens in
progressive metal scene.
Hundreds of young bands
helplessly try to copy DREAM
THEATER, FATES WARNING
or QUEENSRYCHE - if they
have high technical skills, then
they lack talent of mentioned
grands. Nevertheless even today
some exceptions appear. Besides
Australian VAUXDVIHL shots
up LEGER DE MAIN,
American prog-metal trio - their
debur “The Concept Of Our
Reality” (1995) would be known
to all progressive music fans, if it
had been, say, distributed by a
major label. 100% progressive
album, which contains
everything, fan of such music
desires: complex riffs & solos &
rhythms, brilliant melodies,
drcamy and, at the same time,
intelligent lyrics of Melissa Blair,
the female singer (divine voice of
her crowns this brilliant album).
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“LEGER DE MAIN means “Sleight of Hand”.

We figured it to be a cool name for a progressive
ruck band”, thinks Chris Rodler, who plays
guitars, bass and keyboards on this CD!
Multiinstrumental player? “Basically Melissa
Blair writes the lyrics and melodies and sings.
Brett Rodler plays the drums and that leaves me
with guitar; bass and keyboards. Additional
musicians weve used in the final stages of
recording to give more of a band sound to the

CD”. Well| if so, what's about tours? “WZll...

LEGER DE MAIN is not designed to play live
concerts. As it stands, the band will continue on
as a recording unit. None of us have a real desive
to play concerts and the such. On top of that, we
can not scem to find the additional needed to
perfirm our music in a live atmosphere. There are
simply not enough musicians into prog music
right now.” It is a tough problem indeed,
because if LEGER DE MAIN would play
live, I guess their circle of fans would be
cerrainly wider and perhaps they’d get some
proposals of scrious record companics. “The
Concepr Of Our Reality” was released on
band’s own label Progressive Music
Management (PMM), and that, of course,
slightly limits possibilities of distribution.

“Well, actually I decided not to shop our CD 1o a
label, because I wanted to give it a try on my own

first. That way we have total control over
everything velated to our veleases from the actual
recording to the marketing and promation.
Almaost all of the distributors and retailers that
stock progressive music have agreed to carry the

LEGER DE MAIN CD. I am really firtunate

that the underground distribution network for

progressive mausic is so strong. It is by no means a

system that will sell you a million records, but it
will hit your target audience directly and give you
the ability to make your music available to those
who are already interested in the kind of music we
play. As for promation, I intend to explove all of
the known outlets like magazines and mailings
lists, etc. I am also thinking of some not so
standard methods of promotion as well.” Let's go
back to the music. Diversity of “The Concept

Of Our Reality” allows us think, that band's

influences came from not only progressive
scenc. “I grew up listening to thrash and heavy
metal as o teenager; and that’s probably where
our more aggressive side comes from. Our carliest
influences were bands like DREAM THEATER
(“When Dream And Day Unite”), FATES
WARNING (“Perfect Symmetry”), RUSH and
UK. When I heard DREAM THEATER’ first
record, I was blown away! I wanted to write
mausic like that. There of course are other

ES

(continued on page 6)




Psyco Drama - "Won't [et your Oreams turn to sorrow"

ill the month of February/

1993 no one knew about
this progressive rock
metallers from Colorado
Spring. Then was the time
when DREAM THEATER
achieved unseen success for
the band of their style with
“Images And Words” album,
QUEENSRYCHE were silent
the third year (after “Empire”
album released in 1990),
American pop metal began to
burn down and the crowd of
PANTERA wannabes
increased. Supporting acts
like DREAM THEATER,
SAVATAGE, WARRANT,
appearing on Foundation Forum'93
(w/ ACCEPT, MIND BOMB, KISS and
many others) were the first achieve-
ments of young band titled PSYCO
DRAMA. Three songs were created
and they were the first stage in making
the whole “lllusion” album. German
record label Massacre offered a deal. |
asked their singer Corey Brown about
the motifs of choosing this record
company. “We had 4 offers that were
looking at, each label had their own
offers and Massacre offered the best
one! Massacre is a good solid
company and seems to support their
bands. They allowed us to do anything
to the music and the artwork and
cover! You actually see and hear
PSYCO DRAMA as we intended.”

the soul. No tricks up the sleeve. If it
feels good to us then that's what we
write. Complex progressive/techno
metal, thrash has it's own place. |
personally listen to anything as long as
it is good you know? Some of the
music [ hear amazes me that
someone would buy it, or sell it.”
Songs are very well done, flowing like

PSYCO ORAMEA,

won’t let your dream turn to sorrow

people are more into
PANTERA/BIOHAZARD than
into WINGER type stuff? “Pop
metal is dead in the States

We still like band like
JOURNEY and BON JOVI, but
in the States these bands are
considered a bit old or
outdated. MOTLEY CRUE,
POISON and WARRANT are
all considered to be old news
but we enjoy listening to
them even now and then.
You are correct, at least here
in the States people enjoy
PANTERA/BIOHAZARD more
than WINGER, kinda sad
actually they are all really
good bands but here it is what is
popular at this very moment.’

SYCO DRAMA has a potential to

create lyrical and intelligent metal
and QUEENSRYCHE is and CRIMSON
GLORY was capable to do. In this year
we should hear their new material, the
new album should be released
somewhere in summer or autumn
Naturally, | was interested in hearing
the comments on new tracks.... “Our
new songs are a bit heavier and more
progressive. We have retained the
melodic vocals, though more
aggressive now. It's still PSYCO

SYCO DRAMA's light prog metal is

a dream of a fan of IRON MAIDEN,
QUEENSRYCHE and DREAM THEATER
to hear all his/her fave bands in one
place. Hearing accusations of
influences, Corey admits: “We have
been compared lo the likes of
QUEENSRYCHE and DREAM THEATER
I personally take it as a compliment.
Those bands are very talented and
very successful! We are progressive
metal with melodic vocals. We are not
trying to sound like those bands, e
are concerned about sounding like
PSYCO DRAMA. Those bands are after
all some of our favorites.” Other bands
they listen to are FATES WARNING,
VAN HALEN, PANTERA, IRON
MAIDEN...

Don't bothering listener with
intricate rhythms, PSYCO DRAMA
delivers fantastic songs with bridges
and refrains, that everyone wants to
hear and sing out in the streets, but
can't ask. When | asked whether is
there a special intention to keep them
simple, the answer was a strict reply of
a musician: “We write our songs from

a continuous stream from the
beginning to the very end. But no
cheap lyrics, primitive and banal
chords, characteristic to hackneyed
pop metal acts.

n spite of quite listener-friendly

material, their style is still not widely
recognized in the States - “It is very
hard to be us in the States. The music
industry here is only interested in
bands that are marketable. That
doesn’t mean that you have (o be
talented. The USA is very “fad”
oriented. There isn't a very big
demand for our music here and that is
really sad. We are very glad to have a
chance in Europe where our disc is
being received with open arms!":

was curious to know what does

Corey think about pop metal?
Maybe there are some bands from this
style, which he likes? As | remember,
the years between 1988 and 1990 were
very successful to acts like MOTLEY.
CRUE, POISON, WARRANT, etc. What
is the situation now? Yes, BON JOVI is
very popular, but in general perhaps

DRAMA! To compare them with “The
lllusion” I think that you would only
hear a more mature writing style with
more thought and emotion in each
song.

(interview/article by Giedrius)

Discography:

The Hlusion (1995/Massacre)

Line-up: Corey Brown - vocals / MacKenzie
Kerr - drums / Brian Dail - bass / Hercules J.
Castro - guitar / Bart Barletlano - guitar
Contact: PO Box 7161, Colorado Springs, CO
80933-7161, USA.

E-mail: psycodrama( aol.com

Lagey de S

(continued from page 5)

influences leading to my curvent prefevence in
music. Befire DREAM THEATER, I was
introduced to MARILLION, DREGS, AL DI
MEOLA, RUSH and other such artists. Still,
probably the album that changed mu musical
drection most drastically was MARILLION’s
“Script For Jester’s Tear”. For Brett, bands like
CHICK COREA and his electric band,
KENSO. DREAM THEATER, FATES
WARNING and RUSH are strong influences
Melissa have never had any formal woice

traming. Mostly learned by singing other’s people

compositions at first then by writing later on. Big
VOCAL influences include Pat Benata
Wilson of HEART, Stevie Nicks, and lately
MecLaughlin and Tovi Amos. I'm sure theve are

others that I am fingetting but that gives you the
idea. She does love to listen 1o progressive styled
mausic however: Her biggest complaint with prog-
rock in general is that the vocalists are usually not
to0 strong, and I tend to agree. More often than
not, the vocals in prog band almost seem like an
afterthought. It is a shame. Then it scems when a
band has a great vocalist, the music isn’t really
that progressive. I like a good combination of both
elements.” What do you think abourt today’s
progressive bands? “I think a lot of bands have
lost their aggression, lost the power that progressive
music can have. That’s what I think sets us apart,
what we have to offer: For example, Brett and |
would rather spend long howrs working out an
intricate viythm section, throwing in all sorts of
weird polyrhythms, than composing a long solo.”
What is PMM? “PMM is a company that |
decided to start to represent all of the projects that

I am involved with. Also, I'm trying to help bands
that are totally unfamiliar with the undeyground
brogressive movement. For me, I intend to not
only serve as a musician, but also the promoter,
vecovding engincer composer; vecord company, etc
1 just want to be able to write and vecord music
that I love and then velease 1t and make enough
money w support future veleases. Now I am totally
engulfed not only in the music, but in the business
as well. I love every minute of it!”.

Contact: Progressive Music Managemenr,
6802 Hclena Drive, Eric, PA 16150, USA
E-mail: lenrod@aol.com

(article by Sigitas,
who used Kiys Feuell’s of APeX Productions
interview and interview from magazine “Live”)
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Premiere Britis rock band hails their
listeners with spring and tells abour their latese
appearances on TV plus live shows'in their
native England... While we here in Lithuania
still see thar damned cover of snow, preventing
the ground from an unrestricted breathe,
When you begin to feel an irritation to that
white mass (especially seeing it already more
than five months), you are trying to find a
rescue in inspiring music. Quite a lot of days
passed from INKUBUS SUKKUBUS
“Heartbeat Of The Earth™ release, the first
impulsive impressions get burned down, time
has come to objectively evaluate this album, to
compare it with band’s older material. There is
less that youthful, sincere, windy and a lictle bic
spontancous energy in “Heartbeat Of The
Earth”, but songs remain passionare, dark and
pagan. INKUBUS SUKKUBUS still surprises
with their not ordinary abilities to create
melodic and memorable hymns, that fit to
alternative goth dance clubs, love evenings for
two and inspiration searching soul in solitude.
Candia reveals some secrets related to

- growth of Paganism. It also helps to

¢y INKUBUS
SUKKUBUS

Ee 'W( nigbt tbat loves YOU....

. *
dramatically. We don't regret jf .
”

of
. What other. pagan fmub;bcl('? 5 10 A
2 Britain's scenel Which uf Ifum‘)‘ﬂm{‘ A
¥ [ike? e
There are very few Pagan bands imBritgin
moment - I'm sure this will chang in thefﬁ‘qur_,

There is one Pagan band;-however, that are
good and they're called CRIES OF N
TAMMUZ:

What's about pagan underground in your

country! Organizations, actions, rites..]

There is a very healthy Pagan underground

network in the U.K. at the moment. There are,
many nationwide conferences, festivals, moots,
etc. where Wiccans, Celts, Shamans and such
meet up and talk about their craft. The Pagan
Federation does a lot to help keep the
network alive, and has regional
representatives who put Pagans in
touch with each other in their area - it's
very important to the survival and

break down the mystique and fear
associated with witchcraft - by being
open about our beliefs, we are
hopefully showing people that we are
as human as they are. Aaagh..!

Acconding to your [yrics it is visible,
that you are interested in the past
related to the whole Europe! What do you think
of BAELDER!

He was gorgeous by all accounts! We do have a
great interest in European folklore and history,
particularly medieval German witchcraft, and
vampire lore of Eastern Europe. There is such a
richness in the folklore of Europe, that you're never
short of inspiration!

Do people go to your concerts to dance/have a
4000 time, or do thcy are wore inclined to
paganism?

Both. There are many people who go to the gigs

however, as Paganism is growing in the UK. ## :*

sukkubus - "Tuto the 0arr nigyt thas [oves you.."

INKUBUS SUKKUBUS
d i s ¢ o g r a p h y

Pagan Fire Muzick
18 Russell St.,
Cheltenham Glods.
GL51 YHE

UK

LS. is
Tony McKormack,
Candia and Bob.

the River Severn and “Vlad"” is about a cat who
lived with us and died very young. | think it is
quite natural to write about love, whether it to be

~ 3 person, creature - mythical or otherwise - or

P'Q&&.Jm.{gﬁugx@jnd as it is such a strong
emotion it is only natural that it would manifest

itself in lyrics.

In your latest album thcrc are almost no strict
lyrics against Christianity, why?
It wasn't a conscious thing to exclude any songs

about the horrors committed by the Christian

by » 5 P : "y
= %% 2Church, just as it is never a conscious decision to

include them. It was just how things went in the
writing of this particular album - how we were
feeling at the time if you like.

You played with CLAWFINGER, do you like
this [mm\? T’ycy are very different in
comparison with 18..

It's not typically the kind of music that we're into,

no. But they were very pleasant people, and we
enjoyed playing with them!

Has Candia ever tasted blood of wan? What
does she think about the taste?

Perhaps you are offering me some...?! (Oh, | feel
a strange attachment to my own blood, but | am
about sure that Ugnius would be more than happy
to give you some liters of his... - G)

In Lithuania woods are very polluted, injured,
there are less and leu frcc areas of forests.
Wbat'.x about situation in Englanb? Is it

ible for pagan belief to raise

INKUBUS SUKKUBUS... Interview
questions by Ugnius Lioge (“*Raganos
ir Alus” (Witches and Beer) fanzine/
Dangus), article by me, Giedrius
(Dangus and most likely “Edge Of
Time™...)

Why have you changed letters '’ to
K? (INKUBUS SUKKUBUS istead of
INCUBUS SUCCUBUS)?!

We changed the spelling to ‘Inkubus Sukkubus' for
numerological reasons - with the ‘C" spelling, the
numerological value was one of failure essentially,
and we thought we should do whatever was within
our power to help the band's fortunes. We have
noticed certain changes since the name change -
these were initially quiet negative as you'd expect
during the transition stage of any change in
direction; it's all part of the process - but once
we'd got through this stage, things improved

S e T

and go berserk, moshing down the front, while
there are other who regularly attend, and stand
and the back listening quietly. Our audience is
quite a mix of people - witches, goths, shamans,
vampyres, housewives. ..

Wby is lbcrc S0 much love tbcmc in your songs
(every second track)?

We actually have very few love songs as such.
Some, | think, are mistaken for love songs in the
traditional sense, such as “Sabrina” which is about

again, wben the nature and buman
mind are so wounded!

It is very distressing to see our natural
landscape disappearing so rapidly.
There are very few large forests in
Britain now, and the ancient
deciduous woodlands are rapidly
dying to be either replaced with
coniferous woodland which is much
faster growing and therefore more economical for
industry, or, much worse, roads and other building
work. | believe it is not possible for Pagan/
environmental beliefs to flourish in the U.K. now,
but it is necessary in order for the populace to feel
enough sensitivity and respect for Nature, so that
the destruction is halted or at least slowed down
sufficiently to save our beautiful countryside.

What wan is a frce man]
One who knows his own mind - and isn't married

CDs

“Belladonna & Aconite™ 14 track album
released summer93
15 track album
released April'94
14 track album
released October'9s
15 track album
released in 1996

“Wytches”
“Heartbeat Of The Earth”
“Belraine™

Casscetres
“Beltaine™

15 track album
released autumn’™91
11 track album
released Oct'92

5 track EP
released Oct'94

11 track album
released in 1996

“Belladonna & Aconite”
“Corn King”

“Heartbeat Of The Earth”

INKUBUS SUKKUBUS also appeared on many
compilation CDs. You can get more detail infor-
mation about their merchandise, forthcoming live
shows by sending a letter to their address.

to a woman bigger than him.

1f someone would onganize a festival in
Lithuania and would [ike to invite INKUBUS
SUKKUBUS, what will be your conditions?
What do you know about Lithuania?

We would like very much to play in Lithuania and
would be very pleased and flattered to be asked!
I'm afraid | know very little about your country and
am embarrassed about my lack of knowledge, but |
shall endeavour to put that right!

Have you faced any difficulties because of your
pagan convictions!

I'm afraid we have encountered some friction due to
our upfront Pagan stance - although this has been far
outweighed fortunately by our Pagan supporters. We
have never made a secret of it, and so have been
prepared to accept the fact that the unconventionality
of our beliefs would make us a few enemies! Luckily
they are in the minority, and - touch wood - there has
never been any threat of physical violence! - but we
believe that it's important for us to stand our ground
so that the ignorance about witchcraft and Paganism in
general is dispelled.

What d vou think about young and old
witches and about beer? X
They're all dead groovy, and | think someone
should consider writing a magazine with the in the
title - I'm sure it would be a best-seller! Thanks so
much for the interview, Giedrius and Ugnius.
Blessed Be!

(questions by Ugnius, article/page by Giedlius)




~ "Finest death rockin’

formed in 1988 they were one of the
first signed artists of Danish record
company Progress Records (now
transformed in Diehard Music
Worldwide). During several years with
two albums, two €Ps and many live
shows they achieved a success, that
was never achieved by any other Danish
underground band. They begin from
death metal and never refused of their
roots, but lately incorporate more
groovier and rockier stuff into their
aggressive and heavy compositions.
One of the highlights of their carrier
were a release of “Spit Or Swallow"
album and an appearance at the
Roskilde Festival’95. Their name is
KONKHRA and we had a talk with their
frontman Anders Landemark. One of the
themes certainly have to be Roskilde's
9ig: "The Roskilde 95 festival show was
our biggest show as yet. Before that we
played to 1000 people at the most, and
a jump to 12 000 was amazing. | don't
think that the audience in Denmark
differs a lot from other countries, but
then again, it does. Here we are at
home, and more people know us".

"Spit Or Swallow" came out in the
middle of 1995. Already from €P
“"Facelift” we can see the same attractive
girl on KONKHRA's CD covers, video-clip,
posters and flyers. Anders explains the
idea: "She is a model. The story of "Spit
Or Swallow" is this: my ex-girlfriend
started doing heroine, and to me that os
like sucking a loaded gun. Some of the
lyrics are conceptual, and deals with the
drug problem. | waos the one who had to
tell her parents about the thing, and
that was an experience. The lyrics are
based on a true story, and it wasn't
beautiful...”

Due to success of "Spit Or Swallow" and
many successful live shows induding, of
course, Roskilde Festival and tours with
extreme metallers DEICIDE and
SUFFOCATION ( “The tour with DEICIDE
was amazing, we played-in front of 800-
1500 people very night, and on top of 4

5
]

"We have moved from the typi-
cal death metal term into some-
thing new and fresh”

Anders like other death

metal bands? "Yes, /

like other DM bands,

but actvally listen more
to plain rock. Today | listened to ALANIS
MORISETTE".

Denmark has many aggressive metal

bands, such as GROPE, INVOCATOR, ILL

DISPOSED, EXMORTEM, FURIOUS
TRAUMA, though a concurrence doesn't
frighten Anders: "/ think we are above
that, we sell more than any other DM
band from here. A couple of bands have
problem with that, but | guess they are
Jealous or something. But | don't really
care. | think that we have moved from
the typical death metal term into

that all the band got olong great...”),
the band reached the peak and is about
to rise even higher.

Speaking about the faded standard
death metal slightly inflames Anders:
"The old tallr about the survival of the
scene. There is no doubt that the scene
is changed, and maybe smaller. But the
main problem is the smaller bands, who
are nothing but a copy of bigger, better
bands. | don't think you should blame
either DEICIDE or SUFFOCATION for
stagnation, DEICIDE is one of the
biggest acts and tons of people come
oul to see them. Brutal music is here to
say, and you can call It whatever you
will, | don't care. In fact, | think it is good
for the scene, that some of the
copybands die, and disappear, That waoy
we'll have new blood coming thru.”
Opinions differ, and | wouldn't say that
"€dge Of Time"'s standpoint to bands
like DEICIDE and SUFFOCATION is of one
mind with Anders, but whoever arque,

he or she would get a similar verdict like
“Aggressive Music is and will be”. And
popular will be those who will be
capable to render their emotions. Does

something new and fresh. | can't
wait to put out the new
¢ 'J album, it's strange how
our stuff gets me off.”
Oh, yes the new album,
are these new songs
even more rockier? "The
new stuff is faster and
yet heavier. We have more fast double-
bass drumming and better riffs, the
leads are more incooperated into the
music, and yes, some parts are more
rock'n’roll than earlier. | con talk about
this for hours, and still tell you nothing
that the actval hearing of the music will
tell you..."

"live €raser” is the title of KONKHRA's
new live album, recorded at the Roskilde
Festival. In 1996 there will be no new
studio material from KONKHRA, but a
live album and a DREMON album (project
of Anders lundemark
and ENTOMBED
members) are about to
fulfill angry fans
expectations. And the
new studio album is
scheduled for
January'97. Vi venter for
det!
(interview/article by
Giedrius)

WRT .0 put out the new album”




evaluations

sell your soul for it
i'm not quite sure, but | guess i'm in heaven now...

solid

5
@ whal?i can' do it right now, i'm listening to this..
3
2
1

remember the title

ok. 1547th item to place on my 'good records' shelf

no challenges
oh, well... hm... next!

better watch "batman"
1 will never more..
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Three Fold Misery

Lost & Founa

Intensive, slightly hysterical hardcore music,
which runs through the surface and doesn't
get inside. Their roots lay in punk, not in
metal, and when they are trying to
incorporate metal aggression, it doesn't
have a big impact. It's really worse than
HARD RESISTANCE. another band from this
iabei.

(G) 2
ACRIMONY

Hymns To The Stone
Godhead

Hippy groovish doom metal/rock in the veins
of BLACK SABBATH and CATHEDRAL. If you
feel an attachment to this style and smoke
weed, then listen to these hymns to the stone
and dream about life without froubles...

(G) 3

AMON

Shemhamforash

Witchhunt

It's the second album of this “unholy black
metal band from Switzerland". The first one
was released back in 1992 and was called
“The Shining Tropezohedron". Well, for me it is
nof that kind of common black metal - |
can't deny that the feeling and atmosphere
are really dark and blacky. the same goes to
the lyrics. However, music is more death
metal onented with growling vocals, but still
absolutely not trendy. This group took place
in the biggest happening about Satanism
(organized by Marin Ain from CELTIC FROST).
they also were invited 1o have lectures for
professors and students of various universities
about Church of Satan, appeared on
different TV stations and now are working
hard on their video-procuction

(A) 3

AMORPHIS

Elegy

Relapse

It's a surprising record. Moved slightly aside
from earlier majestic atmospheric death
metal to rockier sound, with lyrics still based
on Finish folk tales, AMORPHIS songs are
greater than ever before. They have the
second vocalist, who sings exclusively clean
lines and two singers add even more
diversity fo aiready diverse tracks. Among
the highlights should stand beautiful “Elegy”,
windy “Cares" and neo-classical metal
instrumental “Relief". This disc is one of the
most astonishing albums of 1996, the suberb
metal of the sun and the ice!

(G) 5

ANCIENT

The Cainian Chronicle

Metal Blade

Pagan and vampiric dark metal of ANCIENT
(the first black metal band on Metal Blade)
musically, lyrically and spiritually arouse
visions of the past, which are complemented
by the conceptual story with curses and
prophecies. Well performed tracks force to
do nothing else but sing their diabolic
symphonies together and burn later on in
Dante's described inferno! If you are a true
black metal fan, you should aware of that
the first CD “Det Glemte Riket" of this Norway
actis out on Osmose Productions.

(G) 4

AZAG-THOTH

Reign Supreme

Witchhunt

Formerly PAZUZU and with one demo in its
history now this band from Helvetia released
the debut album of pure, angry and
uncompromise black metal. The main idea
in fo play as fast and as loud as possible - it's
not that atmospheric and harmonic black
from Greece... The band doesn't play live
and doesn't give any interviews, so the only
to chance to hear them is to listen to this
record.

(A) 3

BATHORY

Blood On Ice

Black Mark

Very nice mighty viking metal album from
BATHORY, which returns us to the bombastic
music played by the band between 1988
and 1990. In fact, this conceptual record of
BATHORY has nothing common with black
metal, it's rather dark edged MANOWAR. It
includes some really breathtaking
moments and completely covers the
disgrace made by release of
“Requiem" in 1994. “Blood On Ice"
was recorded during 88/89, l
completed in 1995, remastered &

remixed in 1996. CD booklet is one of .
the thickests I've ever seen and

contains the story of BATHORY plus l
lyrics, both in English and German.

Raise your swords, old glory returns!

(G) 4%
BEWITCHED

Diabolical Desecration
Osmose

Imagine JUDAS PRIEST in black metal and
you will get a picture of BEWITCHED. They are
one of those recent dark and devilish metal
performers, which play in the veins of
MERCYFUL FATE and VENOM. Perhaps
BEWITCHED distinguishes from other old wave
dark metal bands with real rock n'roll
aproach and siraight riffs from mid-eighties
hard rock/heavy metal bands. Worshippers
of hell and steel metal should like this.

(G 3

BROKEN EDGE
Broken Edg
self-released

The group from France with ther second CD,
which shows that New York style is getting
more and more popular in Europe. BROKEN
EDGE mix the styles of CROWBAR. PANTERA,
BIOHAZARD. SICK OF IT ALL. some old thrash
and some PRONG. After all we get raw,
aggressive, modern music with sirong vocals
- | think a real product for America, | am not
sure about Europe. The problem is that there
are many bands which play this style, and it
will be very hard for BROKEN EDGE to
overcome their competitors. | don't think
that they play worse than other NY bands, |
guess the level of 90% of them is more or less
the same, but always win those, who make
better promotion.

(A) 3

BURZIUM

Filosofem

Misanthropy

This work crowns the whole BURZUM's musical
carrier. It surprises with rather minimalistic
music and at the same time it amazes with
not ordinary capability fo obssess a listener.
Man with incline to the wicked can easily
dive and sink into this raw sound, which is not
oo special, but strongly acts on subcon-
sciousness. A catchword here could be:
“Light the candle and spend the night
between four walls with “Filosofem" instead
of catching ecstasy in rave party!"

(G) 3%

CEMETARY

Sundown

Black Mark

Two years old “Black Vanity" album showed
clear intentions of this Swedish band to walk
a path trodden by PARADISE LOST. Their
fourth album is a crossover of gothic and
heavy metal where the latter outweighs a

Reviews

plate of balance. All in all, “Sundown"
contains enjoyable songs, though more
depth and variety of emotions would be
desired in places.

(G) 4

Deathshead Extermination

Metal Blade

My feeling about this is like | am a patient in
medical hospital: the doctor and the nurses
behave in a weird way and instead of
healing me, they play very loud and intense
music. Woman doctor shouts into my ear
with voices of various tones (from “sleep
soundly..." to scary zombie-ish “why do you
eat so much?!"), nurses dance psyhotic
dance. | have a bad feeling that my
medical hospital is an insane asylum and
madmen are doctors, not me...

Ufff, stylistically CRISIS delivers some sort of
controversial heavy psychedelic industrial
with infernal female voice (described like
both Mariah Carey and the singer of
CANNIBAL CORPSE in industrial madness).
“Deathshead Extermination" is band's follow
up to the debut "8 Convulsions” and should
gather all chaotic industrial metal freaks in
one place.

(G) 3%

album. “The Gallery" is a great record, by no
means, though takes a couple of listens
before you get into their melodies.

(G) 5

DYING BREED

Repressed But Not Extinct

RPM Entertainment

I've never been a big fan of modern
hardcore so this is the main problem that |
have with DYING BREED. Besides that it's hard
to establish today whether a band has been
info hardcore from the very outset or it's just
another attempt to leap in to the trend-
carriage. There is nothing new on “"Repressed
But Not Extinct", the same riffs and “society,
policy, etc.” lyrics that have always been too
little convincing for a “quality-grasp" metal-
fan and have become just a part of
hardcore image. If this CD would have been
released 4-5 years ago, this would be quite a
different matter. A bit too late...

(S) 2%
FURIOUS TRAUMA
Eclipse

Euphonious/Voices Of Wonder
Aggressive metal is not a suprising thing
today, but as SEPULTURA, MACHINE HEAD
and BIOHAZARD are favorites of every
second short hair metalhead, a frightening
amount of similar bands can be justified.
FURIOUS TRAUMA plays professionally and
expressing their minds, incorporate thrash,
hardcore and metal into an aggressive
vehicle. Themes about girls in the streets,
another face in the crowd, ignorance,
intolerance, life and death should make
every angry short hair metalhead happy.
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DARK REALITY

Blossom Of Mourning

Witchhunt

It's one of the examples how the music of
70's can be mixed with modern sound. The
music is categorized as “Baroque gothic art
metal”, which means that here you have
something from PARADISE LOST, a pile of
psychedelic stuff, very strong classical
influence, medieval feelings and poetic
harmony. The first track is an absolute
highlight for me - at the beginning it
reminded me of the first disc of THE
GATHERING - these guys managed to
combine metal with classical music too. This
record is for people who are tired of listening
to metal, and want to hear harmony, though
still given in a heavy formula. | think this is a
band with a very big promise.

(A) 4

DARK TRANQUILLITY

The Gallery

Osmose

Recent albums of many atmospheric metal
bands show their progress, that's natural, of
course, but often this ‘progress’ is a synonym
to perceptable changes of musical
direction. DARK TRANQUILLITY is one of the
exceptions: despite the change of singers,
neither it, nor new fashions didn't have a
bigger effect on their style - the band
remains very infensive and very melodic. A
shortest parallel definitely could be drawn
with AT THE GATES - both acts are very fast,
intensive and melodic, but when ATG are
more focused on aggressive-emotional side,
DARK TRANQUILLITy are more on lyrical-
emotional one. | love them both and
suggest you to get their albums, if you
haven't done it yet. DT had their own identity
since the beginning (more known their
releases are “Skydancer" album and “Of
Chaos And Eternal Night" EP) and didn't
loose it, what is evident listening to this new

Two ballads do the same for their long hair
girldfriends. Well, I'm not too much ironic, this
band is really one of the strongest from
Denmark. By the way, their singer is ex-
KONKHRA bass player Lars Schmidt, who left
KONKHRA, one of the biggest Denmark
metal band, since he wanted to
concentrate on FURIOUS TRAUMA. Does it
mean to you anything?!

(G) 3%

GALACTIC COWBOYS

Machine Fish

Metal Blade

Already in the last GALACTIC COWBOYS CD
“Space In Your Face" were noficeable
tendencies towards heavier music. It seems
that they kept inside all that anger and
power namely for this album, because
“Machine Fish" is really a hurricane of
sounds, perfectly produced by drummer
Alan Doss. It appears that the new guitarrist
Wally Farkas also knows how to sing, so
perhaps at stage sings that guy, who is in the
nearest distance from microphone.
“Machine Fish" is namely that thing, which
could help this Houston quartet to swim out
to the wider waters and become huge. A
little bit of modern metal a la PANTERA or the
new ANTHRAX, lyrical ballads in the vein of
KING'S X/THE BEATLES, now popular
punk&alternative and the coctail of
GALACTIC COWBOYS is prepared. How there
would be, the biggest amount of power
contain mid-tempo cuts like, for instance,
“The Lens" or the excellent “Psychotic
Companion®.

(S) 4%

GEHENNAH

Hard Rocker

Primitive Art

GEHENNAH have a sense of humour. The
cover of this CD is worth seeing in any case,
it's indescribable. Don't forget to read the
lyrics. Some quotations: I saw you drinking
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from my glass, that's why | must rip your ass™
(“Beerzerk") // “If you wear short hair you
better beware/ This is metal warfare/ I'll
make you bleed that's what | need" (“Say
Hello To My Fist In Your Face") // I said: Baby,
Metal is what | need / Not some bloody
whore to feed / She looked at me with stupid
eyes / Then | gave her my advice: Piss off,
I'm drinking... Piss off, or die" ("Piss Off, I'm
Drinking").

GEHENNAH's musical influences come from
the 80's: VENOM, MOTORHEAD or the early
SODOM are to mention here. Although their
“real" Heavy Metal is not to my taste | stay
by three points fro their true “hard rockers"
image. Bang your heads for Satan!

(S)

GIGANDHI

Rafflesia

TBA/Voices Of Wonder

Innovative Danish band finds suitable roles in
their music for elements of all modern
directions including metal, hardcore and
industrial. To make the final result even more
exofic, they insert Indian/Hindy influences as
well. Like a hungry predator rushing about in
a cage, GIGANDHI's music is drastic,
ferocious and having the aim to escape.

(G) 3%

GODFALL

The Sound Of Robogroove EP

Abstract Emotions

18 minutes of “robo metal” (as the label calls
this ouftfit), which means a combination of
doom, death and hell knows what. Allin all
the mix is groovy, just like the groovy stuff of
CATHEDRAL. Don't get me wrong, GODFALL's
music structure is not alike CATHEDRAL, it
more reminds of SENTENCED's “Amok" (both
bands are from Finland - national sound or
what?), but the mood is really into hippie-
metal. In my opinion it is one of the promising
young groups from Finland. GODFALL exists
since 1993 and besides this mini CD has one
demo and one promo fape.

(A) 3%

GOREFEST

Soul Surviver

Nuclear Blast

Dutch GOREFEST with their new, the third full
length recording can feel secure and not
afraid of being labeled as ‘old and
repetitious'! Just the other way - “Soul
Survivor" should be accepted and
respected. More groove than before, more
hard rock (and feel of JIMI HENDRIX & like) -
allin all, the firm middle tempo deathrock
with some even more emotional tracks like
“River" and “Chameleon”.

(G) 4%
GRAVE

Hating Life
Century Media

Still hating life, still performing death metal.
While there are several good directions
(warning! my personal taste prevails over
here) like deathrock of KONKHRA/GOREFEST,
fast & melodic hybryd of ATG/DARK
TRANQUILLITY, melodic/romantic music of
AMORPHIS, GRAVE stablely rest on the roots.
In “Hating Life" you will meet mid-paced
death metal, sometimes turning info more
intensive aggression. That's basically all.

(G) 24

GROPE

The Fury

Progress

Danish act performs well known thrash in the
style of the last decade of this century. Thick,
screaming and heavy. Another candy for
those of you, who mosh in today's metal
festivals. To tell the truth, GROPE doesn't
sound oo one-sided, there's even a ballad
here, titled “Cold Hand"!

(G) 3%

HARD RESISTANCE

It's All Around

Lost & Found

Already pictures from CD cover of half
naked musicians and excited fans show the
strong band's potential to ‘stir up trouble'.

Fast and impulsive punk/hardcore/metal
chords invites you into a mosh pit, and since
you are not in a concert and you're listening
to this album at home - only the walls and
neighbours will suffer... Convincing lyrics,
powerful fracks far surpass hundreds of
recent, so called ‘aggressive’, metal bands.
(G) 4

INIQUITY

Serenadium

Diehard Music Worldwide

Another Danish band, performing extreme
kind of heavy music. Formed in 1989, only
now they released a debut album. Well, to
be honest, nowadays there are not that
much records of uncompromising
atmospheric and technical death metal like
this one. Guys don't follow the trends and
put out a good album, perhaps not so
original, but enjoyable for the fans of style.
(G)

KILL BY INCHES

The Playground

Integrity

| purchased this CD influenced by review
printed in the best (at the moment) German
magazine "Heavy oder was?!". Detlef
Dengler compared KILL BY INCHES with one
of my favorites LAST CRACK. Though after a
listen it appeared to me that KILL BY INCHES
have never heard LAST CRACK, their musical
influences rather come from USA thrash and
power metal scene, for example, OVERKILL
or SANCTUARY. Though they don't sound
outdated, because they mix it with modern
PANTERA & participators-like riffs and
ocassionaly put some experiments, what is
only a merit of this aloum. The band now has
a new more brutal singer, that finally brought
them near fo modern metal scene. | don't
know, is it a right step, but | liked more older
singer Richard Mykill with his intensive and
melodic voice. Just due to his voice such
songs as “Sell My Soul", “The Playground" or
“Dripping With Blood" (with interesting
beginning) gradually charm a listener. The
clear is one - "The Playground" is a result of
transitional period in the band. The next
album will show a new face of KILL BY
INCHES. This CD is available for 10USD from
Integrity Records.

(S) 3%

KONKHRA

Spit Or Swallow

Progress

KONKHRA comes and stays. With attractive
challenging chick everywhere besides
band's name, with active touring, with heavy
death metal and rockin' approach. The
band manages to be innovative without
softening their sound and commercializing
the songs. They are still heavy, still driving,
though far above lame and shallow grinding
death metal. While ENTOMBED doesn't
deliver anything new, these Danish
deathsters fills the vacuum. Elegantly and
convincingly, so - you can't spit it, you must
swallow!

(G) 4

LOONATIKK

Bark'n'Bite EP

MDD Records

With three demos these Germans already
have a good reputation among
underground. Now with MCD they are ready
to reach even a mass appeal. From the first
look at the band photos you can begin to
think about hearing PANTERA kind of thing,
fhough it's not iruth. Yes, the influence of
these MTV heroes can be felt - authentic
powerful style, strong riffs, etc., but
LOONATIKK plays slower (much slower!),
deeper and their singer is used fo listen to
LIFE OF AGONY, beyond all manner of
doubt! | think the singer's deep singing is the
biggest trademark of this outfit. | even dare
to say that album seems a bit minimalistic
due to trying expose singer's voice, anyway,
the same with LIFE OF AGONY, isn't it2 It's
free of frends music, maybe not very original,
but where are these very original bands?

(A) 3%

MASTER'S HAMMER

Ritual

Osmose

In fact, it is a five years old recording,
released in Czechoslovakia already in 1991,
before the well knwn “Jilemnice Occultist".
This two man avantgarde black metal crew
is not afraid of experiments of the most
various kinds. Just listen to the new album
“Slagry". “Ritual™'s music is not so distinct
from general black metal style, but more
takes inspirations from older material like
BATHORY, MERCYFUL FATE and VENOM.

(G) 3

MERAUDER

Master Killer

Century Media

MERAUDER screams loud and looks solid in
all the mess of today's metal . This is not a
new form of brick in a tall building of heavy
metal music, but with modern sound,
attitude and style these Americans may be
successful. If you like hardcore metal, but
get tired listening to the same recordings of
MACHINE HEAD and BIOHAZARD, let
MERAUDER be the next.

(G) 3%

MOURNING SIGN

Mourning Sign

Godhead

Scary, very intensive and original metal of
death is delivered by this young Swedes.
Owing a bit from AT THE GATES, MISERY LOVES
CO., FEAR FACTORY they still lack that final
rendering of inspiring power. Sometimes
when it seems that they ‘just just are going to
doit', they simply begin to make that fucking
speed grinding beats, which don't make a
connection with their music. This MOURNING
SIGN is like a good student, who rush about
two jobs and studies, complains about lack
of money and time, and explains that he
can't do everything in a perfect way.
However the next album (out this summer)
should be more interesting. One of the best
tracks from the current record is "Ashes Of
My Relics".

(G) 3

NECROMANTIA

Scarlet Evil, Witching Black

Osmose

As | remember myself, always when | was
shocked by a black metal band, it was
coming from Greece. ROTTING CHRIST,
NIGHTFALL, NECROMANTIA. Though the latest
release of NECROMANTIA didn't surprise me
at all (as DARK TRANQUILLITY's “The Gallery"
did) - the same good old black metal,
maybe more classical than before and with
more links into atmospheres of classic
creations, which, by the way, becomes a bit
trendy nowadays. But | don't care - if it
sounds good, then it's good.

(A) 3%

OFFENSE

Aside

Abstract Emotions

The debut CD of this band from Spain, which
released three demos and one EP earlier.
The music of this release is something kinda
returning back to 90/91 years, when doom/
death metal stepped its first steps. | think you
remember PARADISE LOST in “Lost Paradise™
and "Gothic" albums or the first CD of
CATHEDRAL. The style which was heavier,
more into death metal and less melodic as
nowadays. No female vocals or violins, just
well played doom and death, which can
become a cult of melancholic music fan.
(A) 3%

PAN-THY-MONIUM

Il - Khaoohs & Kon-Fus-ion

Relapse

The third and the last album sets a point in
the whole history of this undordinary Swedish
band. With accumulating power of the same
Dan Swano (EDGE OF SANITY, NIGHTINGALE,
UNCANNY) this project tried to push further
boundaries of death/grind metal. 4 songs
(total timing - 35 minutes) effort surprises with
experimental approach, musical themes
vary from atmospheric passages, rocky
yelling riffs, synths leaded parts and
uncompromise grinding assaults. The
weakest point is the singing, which is
performed in the worst traditions of poor
death/grind style.

(G) 3

PARAMAECIUM

Exhumed Of The Earth

Witchhunt

After MORTIFICATION and LIVING SACRIFICE
here we have one more extreme genre
Christian band: PARAMAECIUM. MORBID
ANGEL, MY DYING BRIDE and ENTOMBED are
those three bands, whose influences mostly

are noficeable in "Exhumed Of The Earth".
But the big minus is a lack of dynamics.
because PARAMAECIUM sounds too
monotonously and have a tendency to
repeat the same riff many times. Due to that
songs are long and slightly weary. Lyrics
plays a big role plays here, and, as it is usual
in Christian bands, are based on the Bible.
Perhaps all their efforts were directed to
creation of good lyrics, therefore music
suffered.

(S) 2%

PROTEST

What For Name, When Humanity Is Dying
Metal Age

It would be nothing more than impulsive
death metal with yelping vocals, if...

it would not have keyboards, high female
voice and pretentious guitar solos. And some
kind of not ordinary thinking. All in all these
things make a grotesque picture. Add lyrics
about love and the picture becomes even
more eclectic. Certainly this Czeck band has
ideas, but musicianship and songwriting
should improve.

(G) 3

RAMP

Intersection

Uniao Lisboa

| will confess, that | don't know many
Portuguese bands. And | am almost sure
that RAMP are one of the best bands from
this country, which | could especially
recommend to ANTHRAX and ARMORED
SAINT fans. Why? The answer is simple - their
singer sounds very similar to John Bush.
“Intersection” includes several really good
songs (“Black Tie" or “So You Say"), but you
can't deny the parallels with "Sound Of
White Noise". | would suggest them in future
more to experiment and less orientate
themselves in USA bands. All in all, not bad.
(S) 3%

RASPUTINS

Skull Hurts EP

Butt/Voices Of Wonder

Three songs EP of a little bit controversial
Danish band, which delivers aggressive
metal riffs with alternative metal kind of
vocals, singing about the wish to end this
miserable life. Very psychedelic.

(G)

SABAOTH

Sabaoth

Stormsouls

Argentina's new label Stormsouls first CD is a
self titled debut of Paraguyan black metal
band SABAOTH. Basically they play strictly in
style's frame and one of the wishes listening
to it is to hear more diverse vocals and riffs.
Changing parts of ferocity and melancholy
should not be the top for the band to rest at.
Anyway songs like "Where Everything Is Born"
and “The Wanderer" certainly put base
stones in the pyramid of SABAOTH's carrier
and as always in such case we have our
hopes for their next album.

(G)

SACRED REICH

Heal

Metal Blade

“Strayed sons" came back to their mother
label. Sometimes it's interesting to listen to
the new albums of old cult-thrash metal
bands. Because sometimes you can see their
new approach and updated sogwriting. For
instance, just look at THE ORGANIZATION
(formerly DEATH ANGEL) or FLOTSAM &
JETSAM, which turned to more diverse rock/
heavy metal music. Another thing to expect
is a submission to PANTERA/BIOHAZARD street
thrashcore. SACRED REICH did not make the
first, neither the second. Yes, their thrash
metal is not so far away from recent
hardcore frend, and since there are many
aggresive metal fans around | don't think
that this record will remain unnoticed... Plus
the old fan basis, tour and good promotion
will help the band. However it's sad that
musically this album is not very interesting.
perhaps except a couple of songs.

(G) 2%

SADIST

Tribe

Rising Sun

Release-info: “Is ‘Metal' dead - this question
was discussed often lately. The new trends
are far away of being related to ‘Metal' and
the traditional bands are not able to come
up with something new. But the help is near:
from Italy - a rather poor country for metal -
SADIST is coming with a mighty new album.
“Tribe" is based upon the traditions of death
metal, but combined with a symphonic style
which turns the result into something
innovative, which is still not too weird to get
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...5€0 Of sounds

german BLIND GUARDIAN with their fatest
effort “imaginations from the other side”
deliberately emphasizes that they are not
helloween type band - music is far heavier still,
of course, very melodic. though it seems that
this album doesn't gash with that fresh eneigy
as “tales from the twilight world™

(1990) did, and besides, songs

from that old album had catchier

melodies *** im not quite sure if

bands like WATERLILIES suits

to “edge of time" pages, anyway

iwas pleasantly surprised by

their first song ‘tempted’ from the

same titled album, which was a

wonderful mix of Enigma and

Plavka/Jam & Spoon. from the second song
things settled down, however.... more caim
material.... *** GAMMA RAY's “land of the free"
certainly contributes to the rebirth of melodic
heavy/power metal. except a couple of weaker
tracks, the most of songs are fast, memorable,
epic and fuffil all the requirements a fastidious
listener can have. while recent helloween are
more playful, blind guardian are

more strict, gamma ray are more

romantic. *** WARLORD UK

have nothing common with

american metalheads warlord,

but they have hell a lot of

common with benediction,

because warlord uk includes two

members of that famous brits.

surprisingly, the album

“maximum camnage"” is quite fast

plus not so heavy as death metal in your
imagination *** at firsti was kinda sceptical
about DREAM THEATER's ep “a change of
seasons” with 23 minutes title track and a bunch
of cover versions (total playing time - 56 min).
until i haven't heard it. i wouldn't recommend it
for those who have heard lost of dithyrambs
devoted to this band, but (still!) haven't heard
the music. Better listen to

“images and words" or “awake”.

but, if you owe all their albums, X

this ep will include some joyful g
moments for you as well. title 2

track is really very very longand g

hardly would fit to ‘a normal i

length’ album of its complex

structure, anyway epic track

lovers should be content. as for

covers, well for me the best were those of

et ooty 2 minutes of it).
 §am not that 70's hippie

“badmotorfinget’ (1891) with strong, melodic
and hard metal music (and i assumed that
people considet i as grunge) without too much
arrogance and fake emotions. and what do we
have now??? haif a million of all those rip-offs of
these two bands {i even don't dare to speak of
nirvana's foliowers...). soundgarden in their
“superunknown’ (1994) showed a tum to more
peral jam-ish softer ‘alt rock’, that is heard too
many times on TV/adio and is not capable to
excite emolions anymore... i still wait for the new
. Soundgarden album (but i don't for the new

pearl jam...), though “superunknown” is a signal
of danger. going back to alice in chains, their ep
“jar of flies” (1994) was a good effort of some
mellow rock stuff. the new album save certain
hopes -> aic is still a band with identity, the
bigger part of the songs are good and heavy....
*** END OF GREEN's “infinity" is not
very deep and emotional album, but
should fit to the tastes of those who
are keen on pyogenesis material ***
MTV's featured JOAN OSBORNE
with “relish” delivers a portion of fine
melodic rock music with slight
country/blues influences. some
parallels can be drawn with shery!
crow. *** sweden's SERPENT
includes members of entombed and therion and
delivers groovy doom rock for black sabbath
fans drinking their moming tea. album title is “in
the garden of serpent”. *** CRIMSON RELIC
derived from quite good known band divine eve
and with the album “purgatory’s reign” looses
another 2§ in blackjack because of the same
overexpressed “fury” and “aggression”. 100%
death mtl *** dutch ASPHYX in “god
cries” invites you into bestial infernal
world, where god should cry... me
either. forget originality, dive into fast
extreme dheahth mathal bhreakhingh
yhou aphart. *** aside: don't even
dream about my funeral and read on!
end of aside *** repulse records 17
bands compilation CD REPULSIVE
ASSAULT frightens with straight
death grind, exceptional bands are
finnish godfall with more rockier approach and
melancholic doomslers goigothia. *** rob
halford's FIGHT with “a small deadly space”
brings some moderm power metal. by the way,
rob now already have his new band simply titied
halford *** completely from another area are
atmospheric ELBERETH from Spain with gothic
metal feat. female vocals and the debut album
“...and other reasons”, which is
reminiscent to recent gathering and
the third and the mortal. *** would you
like some bloody raw meat? that is
unpolished miserable dirty grindcore?
if yes, accept the “*house by the
cemetary” of MORTICIAN, otherwise
RUN AWAY!! *** ok, nevermind, sun
shines, people smile, biuf sings about
houses in the country, puip atiout
common people (i.. us) or disco in year 2006
(meet you here!), oasis singer confesses.
there are so many thing he'd like to say o
but he just don't know how. and here comes
CANNIBAL CORPSE's “vile" to spoil
everything...uaaaaaaaa.
that we (i) mumble on brutal music foo much,
though bare in mind that “sea of sounds” is very
subjective. and i like brutal music too, for

example dissection*** lef's change the theme -

for instance, let's go fo look out for some good
electro pop. and we don't have to walk far -
finnish label cybgnware released a 4 track ep
“bergstroll” of RESTRICTED AREA . full length
album, out in June, should be quite exciting. ***
0ZZY OSBOURNE s new album “ozzmosis” is
very enjoyable and fresh sounding, many cool
songs and... yes, no outdated material here. ***
the tum comes to discuss the new METALLICA
album “load". all the screams of the “sell-out”
are bulishit, honestly i believe that james & co.
like the music they play now. well, and another
speech is about frustrated hopes of old metallica
fans, who waited another thrash metal album -
they can console themselves that slayer
remains the same. they are disappointed in
metallica, though there are many who are not.
and i think that it's great when such music brings
more and more people near to heavy metal. ***

written by Giedrius

access to".

| agree with it, SADIST is very interesting band
and with the second CD “Tribe" they belong
to the better category of CYNIC/ATHEIST
followers although the classical influences
prevent me to describe them as a pure
techno death band. However, “Tribe" is
recommended fo all people, that go crazy
for such masterpieces like “Focus" or
"Elements". The best tracks are “Den Siste
Kamp", “From Bellatrix To Betelgeuse" and
MEKONG DELTA-influenced “The Ninth
Wave".

* “Tribe" is simply too unique to get ignored."
(Release-info).

(S) 3%
SERENITY

Then Came Silence
Holy

The doom metal band from Bradford/UK
released their debut CD and | think it's one of
these successful attempts to play classical
doom/heavy (in the veins of SOLITUDE
AETURNUS/CANDLEMASS), which here
perhaps is even slower and more
melancholic. There aren't so many melodies,
however |, being a fan of this style, can't
accuse them of monotony. It's strange, but
the best fracks of this CD are those, taken
from their older demo tape, though the
hightight is “One For The Red Sky".

(A) 3%

L it s

SKREW

Shadow Of Doubt

Metal Blade

Problem: Can't find stimulating musical
records.

Why?: Almost all bands play: a) something
weak, b) something pop/too sweet, c)
something twisted ten times around.
Consequences: Cruel behaviour with
surrounding people. s
What can be done: Purchasing of a new
SKREW's album “Shadow Of Doubt".

The album is pulsating and stimulating
crossover between metal and industrial, a
medley of MINISTRY and WHITE ZOMBIE,
something of similar plan to DIE KRUPPS,
though heavier, its minus is possible
accusation for monotony, etc... you know it...
(G) 3%

ULVER

Bergtatt

Head Not Found/Voices Of Wonder

Not always black metal is angry, and
“Bergtatt" is one of the approvals. It is 5
chapters fairy tale of longing and
melancholic heavy music. A travel through
old Norway, its nature, woods, fields and
valleys, learning about people with their
superstifions and beliefs. One of the highlights
of this album is a sincere melancholic singing
of Gann. Slight improvement in the field of
technical performance and songwriting
would be desired, but not strictly needed.
(G) 4

UNITED

No IQ

Metal Blade

Surprise, this is a Japanese band's release on
one of the most known indie metal labels!
UNITED, btw, has already six albums
(including this one) and they mix ‘dirty speed
metal’ (like SOD) with aggressive thrash and
punk. The final result is somewhat fast, loud
and primitive in songwriting's aspect. Very
straight, and hm... when SACRED REICH's
“Heal" gets 2%, this can't get more... The
same music was played 10 years ago,
though it's not hard artificially o draw to the
band ‘a new attitude', and with MTV
exposure they nearly can become another
MACHINE HEAD...

(G) 2

V/A

Beauty In Darkness

Nuclear Blast

Usually labels releasing compilation CDs
blindly pick up tracks of their bands and
compose almost purposeless samplers.

Nuclear Blast decided to put out a gothic &
metal crossover album. It contains many
interesting moments (among well known and
accepted bands TIAMAT, SENTENCED,
HYPOCRISY, PYOGENESIS) like the new IN
FLAMES track from their forthcoming album,
the new sympho gothic metal song of
THERION, well known German goth-rock
band LOVE LIKE BLOOD, weird goths
LACRIMOSA and promising Polish act SIRRAH.
(G) 4

V/A

In Memory Of CELTIC FROST

Dwell

A good chance to remind the new
generation of metal fans about CELTIC FROST,
which influences to many recent bands is
undeniable. “Into The Pandemonium" (1987)
was perhaps a first serious effort in metal
history to compose brutal music with kind
female vocals, which today is a usual thing.
In all, there are twelve bands saluting to
CELTIC FROST plus two additional bonus
tracks devoted to the HELLHAMMER days
(pre-CELTIC FROST). In their release-info Dwell
Records press upon that after “Into The
Pandemonium® real CELTIC FROST died.
though their last “Vanity/Nemesis" (1990) left
a very good impression on me. That's why in
this tribute dominate songs from earlier CF
creation. Perhaps | missed one or several
tracks from “Into The Pandemonium", but
only exceptional band would be able to
make covers of ‘Rex Irae" or “| Won't
Dance". However, GRAVE for “Mesmerized"
and OPETH for “Circle Of The Tyrants" serve a
praise. A new Tom Warrior project
APOLLYON'S SUN, of course, had to choose
not any average song, and, in my opinion,
"Babylon Fell" is a correct choice. Other
bands, among them several black metal
performers, of course, took the older
material. Ones succeeded. others not so
much, that is not so important, because all
wanted to achieve the same goal - fo
support a tribute of innovative/avantgarde
metal pioneers. Therefore there is no an
evaluation in points, because the most
important thing is the idea. And we all know
what has CELTIC FROST deserved...

() =

VONDUR

Stridsyfirlysing

Necropolis

This is a strange album delivered by
American black metal label Necropolis
Records. Featuring members of ABRUPTUM
and OPHTHALAMIA, ths two-piece Swedish
act performs a ‘cosmic’ black metal, i.e.
they have ‘star wars' image, play ripping
and extreme music and support violence
The music itself is not very dark, though quite
unusual, varying from spacy insertion to
exireme grinding black.

(G) 3

WARDOG

Scorched Earth

Metal Blade

Three Americans of quite solid age took
guitars and made a "back to the roofs"
heavy metal album, that should find some
response in well-wishing and open-minded
today's scene. It's power metal crossed with
NWOBHM (to be precise, two first IRON
MAIDEN albums), proudly leather trained
and hard, with some melodic moments as
well (though not too many as German metal
bands have).

(G) 3

YOSH

Metaphors

Black Mark

This Belgian ouffit is one of the new Black
Mark bands and it takes their inspirations
from power metal, thrash and modern
hardcore metal. Musical abilities allow them
to present good and tough music, but the
maijor minus is shallow songs. While
instrumentally band is quite dynamic, vocals
performance really evokes big complains.
P.S. Seeing DREAM THEATER in thanks list, we'd
really want to hear someting more
interesting on the next album.

(G) 2%
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survey of EITT]- releases

PROGRESSIVE - POWER - HEAVY - MELODIC

23rd HOUR

Immortal Coll EP

Cydonia

23rd HOUR is @ band from Aibuquerque
(New Mexico), the state which is maybe not
so famous for the well-known scene. This EP
was produced by the band on their own
label Cydonia Records, it contains six songs
which vary in style from indie/alternative to
progressive/jazz rock. As | listened to this EP
for the first time | thought they must be a
Canadian band because their music
reminded me a bit of such Canadian acts
like RUSH and VOIVOD. If only the
production (especially the mix) would be
beter. Except for this fact, “Immortal Coil" is
a good start for this innovative band. Just
listen to “Dr. Handy" or “Riddle".

(S) 3%

ANGRA
Holy Land

ms that are

e the music
which would make a spiritual influence of
the same sirength as HELLOWEEN's
“Keepers" albums made! These Brasilian
metallers have a suberb creative potential
- songs are different and always very
melodic. Classical elements are
fantastically incorporated and the songs
have the power to bring listener's
imagination to another fantasy world of
mighty past, the light world not marked with
a seal of disappointments and failures.
“Nothing To Say" and "Z.L.T.0." are very well
balanced speed metlal cuts, while other
tracks are a little bit softer and less
intensive. ANGRA should make HELLOWEEN
feel anvious for a capability to write
modern and interesting songs. without
making a listener to head his/her mind
before getling in the music.

(G) 5

BRAINDANCE

Fear Itself

Double Edge Productions

BRAINDANCE confirms, that there are many
forms of progressive music. Having no
analogues, these five individuals from NY
manage fo create some futuristic
progressive metal fusion with ambience
soundscapes. Songs invite a listener o a
new world, which is chilling, insidious and
conjuring. Band calls their style ‘progressive
new age gothic metal fusion’, what is
almost a perfect definition. Besides
ordinary-necessary instruments of ‘rock
band' like guitar, bass and drums,
BRAINDANCE effectively uses keyboards
and programming. And not episodically -
all musical parts of each instrument, a wide
range voice of Sebastian Elliot and female
backing voc of Vora Vor perfectly merge
nto the elegant new age prog rock. “Fear
iself” is the debut album, though they have

some other records like demo "Cognitive
Crips" and mini album “Shadows".
(G) 4%

BRAVE

Trust

Word

In their debut THE BRAVE played
commercial AOR. “Trust" is heavier than its
predecessor, maybe one of the reasons
was departure of singer James Salters (he
was replaced by Stayce Roberts). Of
course, here these Christian rockers often
remind of WHITESNAKE or DEF LEPPARD, but
there appear also more interesting tracks
like “Following You" or “Don't", “Trust" is not
a sensation, but ocassionaly, for instance, in
a car, it is possible to play this CD.

(S) 2%

DICKINSON, BRUCE
Skunkworks
Castle
The author of two novels, the champion
fencer, plane pilot and the former singer of
one of the most significant heavy metal
bands - IRON MAIDEN - Bruce Dickinson
released his third solo album. This time with
his new band SKUNKWORKS. Songs were
created by Bruce and guilarrist Alex
Dickson - Bruce strongly emphasizes that he
prefers working as a band instead of
working with session musicians.
Skunkworks™ without doubt is the album of
the last decade of 20th century - it gives
heavy music with modern sound and
songwriting. Highlights are the first single
Back From The Edge”, “Faith™ and “Inside
The Machine”. A new appearance of
Bruce with short hait. lyrics printed on CD
booklet, which requires mirror in order to
read them, should not frigthen you -
“Skunkworks" is a very fine, refreshing
album.
(G) 4'%

ELAN

Firestorm

Mist Entertainment

Sometimes bright, sometimes romantic,
ELAN stands in a crossroad between prog
rock and epic heavy metal. Band's leader
Michael McCormick has a slight turn to
masterly guitar passages a la YNGWIE
MALMSTEEN, though it is not displayed
much, rather overshadowed by softer
places with accoustic guitar, which
dominate in this album. The whole way
mood is elated and lyrical. Some heavier
places (like in “Dementia” or “Chasing
Princess Moon") resemble to early FATES
WARNING. Michael promises that the new
album should be out this year.

(G) 3

ENCHANT

A Blueprint Of The World

Magna Carta

Magna Carta is one of the labels, which
brings progressive rock/metal to American
audience. They re-released ENCHANT's
album, that originally came out on Dream
Circle somewhere in 1993. For pure metal
fans ENCHANT may look quite resignating,
but prog rock fans surely must like it. The
heaviest moments here are instrumental
parts in “Oasis”, resembling fo DREAM
THEATER (nice duet of guitars and
keyboards). At first glance, the album
seems oo safe and inoffensive, but after a
couple of listens you notice more dramatic
places. Following the traditions of a little bit
bombastic British prog/art rock, ENCHANT,

Reviews

1 however, are more interesting,
having externally calm, but
internally deep and strong songs. If
. you don't afraid of something softer
l than FATES WARNING's “Inside Out",
try this one.
l (G) 4
FATAL OPERA
Fatal Opera
Massacre
Ex-MEGADETH (“Peace Sells..." era)
musicians still produce surprises. Three years
ago the guitarist Chris Poland rejoiced me
with his solo-band DAMN THE MACHINE
(now MUMBQO'S BRAIN), and lately the
drummer Gar Samuelson appeared with his
own project FATAL OPERA. Though many
things link both guys (long time they played
together, both of them have fusion-
background, etc.), their bands are different
stylistically. FATAL OPERA are “suspended"
between the early MEGADETH, PSYCHOTIC
WALTZ and Seventies-hardrcok. In Dave
Inman they've found a very talented
frontman, whose voice gives this debut a
peculiar charm. The standouts are “Moving
Underground (Bong)" with its slow start and
the uproarious final and, of course, Jimi
Hendrix cover “The Moon Turns The Tides".

Well done!

(S) 4

KYUSS

...And The Circus Leaves Town
Elektra

KYUSS are the best! The best from all bands
inspired by BLACK SABBATH/HAWKWIND-
type sounds. Their great LSD/psychedelic
space rock opus “"Welcome To The Sky
Valley" (1994) made them very popular in
Europe, especially Germany. This is the last
CD (the band has split-up already) and it
successfully continues KYUSS-psychedelic
journey through the new termitories. “...And
The Circus Leaves Town" sounds like an old
record as if it was recorded in 60's or 70's.
“One Inch Man”, “Photofropic” or “Size
Queen" prove the fact that this album is full
of killer-fracks! “El Rodeo" was already
played on the “Sky Valley" tour, very
interesting song with cool infro. The dessert
appears at the end: YAWNINGMAN cover
“Catamaran” and the longest and the
most changeable track on the CD
“Spaceship Landing". Why not to reunite
and to record a new album?

(S) 4%
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LEGER DE MAIN

The Concept Of Our Reality

Progressive Music Management

Among their influences band mentions
KING CRIMSON, UK, DREAM THEATER's
debut album, FATES WARNING's “Perfect
Symmetry", but they managed to build their
own style, which is a blend of prog rock
and speed metal. There are lots of infricate
instrumental parts, where keyboards are
very actively used and bring a certain
cleariness in the music. After the first couple
of listens it is easy to be at a loss among
complex tracks and structures, but just give
a try and you will detect brilliant songs. By
the way, the singer is female and it is a very
rare case in progressive scene. Still Melissa
makes a good job and adds more
brigthness to LEGER DE MAIN music. Band's
members (besides Melissa, there are two
brothers Chris and Brett Rodlers) don't hide
their turn to long epic compositions and 20
minutes long “Enter Quietly" is a perfect
example of it. “Concept Of Our Reality" is
the suitable album if you are searching for
something progressive, accesible, with
excellent musicianship, high complexity
and without commercial edge.

(G) 4%

MAYFAIR

Die Flucht

Music Is Intelligence

| remember how I've got familiar with this
band's music - the manager of Belgian
PATRIARCH mentioned their debut MCD
“Behind..." as one of the best progressive
metal works for years. And | couldn't
disagree with him after listening to that
MCD - MAYFAIR took its place near DREAM
THEATER, PSYCHOTIC WALTZ and FATES
WARNING in my personal top. After two
years of waiting we have the second,
absolutely brilliant album “Die Flucht". The
style didn't change drastically - it's the
same progressive rock/metal with hints into
space rock, gothic and other styles, but it's
obviously more lyrical than “Behind...". The
biggest highlight is the ballad “Sunlight™
with contrastic wonderful melodies. “Hotel
Hungry" and “Last Spring™ are another hits
of mine. Without any doubts, MAYFAIR
formed their own style - Mario's voice for
me is one of the best in all progressive
genre (in top-3 | think), the guitars are
played in somewhat oriental style and give
the anxious feeling fo the music. The band
also keeps theirimage in the same level -
many interesting photos can be found in
CD cover, and it prooves that they make a
real art.

(A) 4%

MIND ODYSSEY

Schizophenia

Rising Sun

Name should be familiar to heavy metal
experts and fans, since this German band
already has their debut “Keep It All Turning”
(1994) on Noise Records. MIND ODYSSEY's
music can be ascribed to German metal,
still they have some American influences as
well. This album is a bunch of many-
coloured songs beginning from speed
metal hymn “Schizophenia" to two
excellent ballads “Evolution”, “Emptiness
Inside" and average hard rock/pop metal
tracks. It would be nice if they'd refuse of
those, episodically reaching surface, cliche
hard rock riffs & refrains, and concentrate
more on good melodies, that MIND
ODYSSEY certainly is capable to create.
(G) 4

NO INNER LIMITS

Balance EP

self-released

Relatively young German band delivers
their debut self released mini album, which
contains four long songs. NIL are among
those, who try to perform progressive kind
of metal and as for the debut, this opus is
quite promising. Here you will meet high-
pitched vocals and speed metal varied
with more delayed guitars. Just add a little
more variety in singing plus perhaps more
compact songs (now they last up to 10
minutes). As regards influences, NIL is
reminiscent of heavier FATES WARNING and
SANCTUARY, in places even they have the
inclination to technothrash a la
WATCHTOWER. One of the external
shortenings is not the best front cover. This
mini CD is available for 15USD from the
band.

(G) 3

NOOM

Noom

self-released

This debut album of five-piece German
outfit reminds of SIEGES EVEN's “Sense Of
Change" and PSYCHOTIC WALTZ's “Into The
Everflow™ (as regards the latter, | have in




interview with Ula Gebret from Century Media Records

Hello, beginning on more personal note, I
would like to ask you how has it happen,
that now you are sitting at Century Media’s
office? What are your functions?

Hi there! I started working here in September
of 1994, and when I started I was only doing
publicity, just dealing with the magazines and
fanzines. But that has changed over the last six
months, and since we got one of the best
publicists our there (Marco Barbieri, who
previously worked at Metal Blade and is the
editor of Ill Literature magazine) it allowed me
to focus on other things like licensing records
to other countries, mail order, writing bios and
newsletters, etc.

[ got the job when a vacancy opened up in
Publicity, and I was friends with the person
who had just been hired to do A&R (sign
bands) in the US — his name is Borivoj Krgin.
We knew cach other for years since we both
lived on the east coast and we were both
writers for some metal magazines (he did
Meral Forces and Meral Maniacs; and I also
wrote for Metal Maniacs and some other

— e

“Well, the new GATHERING album “Man-
dylion™ has sold over 40,000 recorde
worldwide, which | think is great.
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"Some of the bands we've just recently signed
include ROTTING CHRIST, the Greek Hack
metal band, who are about to release their
new album “Triarchy Of The Lost Lovers™

Ooops,

Turn on the light!
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regional publications)... he asked if T also
wanted to move out the west coast and work
in the office, and ar the rime I liked a lot of the
records Century Media was releasing and hated
my current day job (working at an insurance
company!) so I quit and moved out here. Now
we're both roommates and everything’s going
great!

Who plays the biggest role in choosing new
bands? Are there particular persons from
your offices in USA and Germany?

Up until the point when Borivoj was hired, the
only person who signed bands was Robert
Kampf, who works in our German office.
Some of you may remember Robert as being
the singer on the first DESPAIR record,
History Of Hate... that band was one of the
reasons that the label was founded, although
Robert left after the firsc album and
concentrated on the label business. However,
his contacts with DESPAIR also allowed us to
use guitarist Waldemar Sorychra as a producer
for several of our best acts (UNLEASHED,
TIAMAT. SAMAEL, MOONSPELL), and I

think he’s very talented at bringing out the
best in a particular band. Robert still signs all
the bands in Europe, but Borivoj is responsible
for signing all the bands in the States, and he’s
the one who got us bands like NEVER-
MORE, STUCK MOJO, STRAPPING
YOUNG LAD and CHUM... your readers
may not know all their names yer, but they
probably will in time — hopefully. Ha, ha!

What are main criterias, accepting new
artists? Does it happen that sometimes you
think, that ‘Oh, we have to have more dark
metal here’ and consciously seek for a band
of similar style?

The thing I like about Century Media is that
there really isn’t any criteria system for new
bands, we just sign whatever sounds the best
to us, whether it’s fashionable or not.
Unsigned bands call us up all the time and ask,
“Are you signing thrash bands right now?” or
“Are you still signing death meral?™ We never
make a conscious decision to stop signing any
particular style of music... however, you do
have to be conscious of what type of music
you’re trying to sell. If we were approached by
a band that sounded like ICED EARTH, we
wouldn’t be against signing them, but we'd
realize up front that they probably wouldn’t
have much chance to sell many records in the
U.S. because that style of music is just pretty
dead here... so we would have to focus our
push on Germany and Japan, where that style
of music does very well. Some of the things we
look for, though, are bands who are good
musically (obviously), but who also have a
good stage presence, who have the ability and
desire to tour a lot, and who have an idea
about the industry. For instance, there are so
many bands (in general, not just on this label)
who just don’t know anyrhing about the music
business... they think they don’t need a
manager or a booking agent, they don’t have a
clue about what a record label’s functions and
responsibilities are, they don’t know they have
to repay the money we give them to record and
tour... someone should write a book thar all
unsigned bands should read before they even
record their first demo tape! We're lucky
enough that Carsten Ortrerbach, the guitarist
for MORGOTH, works in our German office
and manages several of our European bands
(TIAMAT, SAMAEL, GRAVE, POWER OF
EXPRESSION, SENTENCED, etc.), so it
streamlines the process considerably. We're
actually looking into arranging a similar
situation in the U.S. with a different manager.

Do you have many distributors in USA and
do mailorder sales play a big role? Is there a
strict division of work between your office
and office in Germany?

We only have one distributor in the USA,
which is Relativity Entertainment Distribution
(or RED, as they’re known) since we have an
exclusive deal with them and can’t use outside
distributors. They're the biggest independent
distributor in the States, and they do a decent
job with some titles, but I can’t say we're really
a priority in their minds since they also
distribute labels like Epitaph, Roadrunner, and
urban labels that have some top-selling rap
artists. However, they are the bese of the indie
distriburors, so we just have to hope they take
us more seriously.

When I started here, there really wasn’t any
mail order at all to speak of| and I realized how
important that could be, so now we have a
pretty good mail order system set up. We even
started inserting a mail order sheet into every
new CD, and we've been getting a grear
response from that. Mail order is only a small
portion of our income, but it still helps us
through the dry periods, and hopefully we can
continue to develop it since I know there are a
lot of kids who can’t find our older or import
titles, and there are a lot of kids in remote arcas
that only have access to stores that carry the
Top 200 ritles.

Tell us about one album’s path from the
studio to the shelfs in the store. What are
preparations for a release, when the band
only is recording songs in the studio, when
do you make covers (and in what degree do
they depend on musician’s wishes), when do
you begin ads company, when do you mail
promotions? Are there any cases when you
intentionally delay release of a certain
album?
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Interesting question! Of course, every band is
unique, but they usually follow similar
patterns. Let’s say it’s a band about to do their
second or third record, so it’s not a brand new
band that has never gone through the
recording process before. The band would
complete writing material, which hopefully
they would demo on a 4-track machine or even
a rehearsal tape, just so we can get an idea of
what the songs sound like, and so we can send
a tape to the person who will be producing the
album. Studio time would be booked (as far in
advance as was necessary, since some studios
and producers may need up to six months’
notice) and the band would go into the studio,
most likely for two or three weeks, including
mixing time. During that time, we would ask
that the band send us the final tracklisting for
the album, the credits (who was involved in
the record, “thank you™ lists, ctc.) and their
ideas for album cover/interior artwork. Then
we would have our layour person in Germany
(Carsten Drescher) do the graphic layour for
the CD, Cassette and LP (if necessary)
formats. The band would finish recording and
mixing, and a master tape would be sent to
cach office so we could begin manufacturing
advance CD’s and the finished CD to be

ged for rerail sale. The retail department

Pl
errc.s what is called a *One Sheet™ which
features the selling points of an album, the
track listing, cover art, and a brief bio of the
band, and this is sent to all the retail stores in
the county by our distributor — this is done to
l'r)' and CHL'UUI'.U:',C
advance orders of
the album. We
then write the
biography,
produce black-
and-white photos
and color slides of
the band, and send
these items out
along with the
advance CD’s in
the cardboard
“wallets™. We try
to send these out
as far as three

hold rwo albums back until the following
month. It also gives you more of an
opportunity to promote each one properly —
if you try to do too many at once, they all
suffer and you’re not giving the band the
chance they need ro succeed.

What is the most surprising your released
album in sales aspect? The biggest disaster?
Surprising? Well, the new GATHERING
album “Mandylion™ has sold over 40,000
records worldwide, which I think is great... but
I think the album is great, too, so I don’t know
if it’s all char surprising. That’s one of the best
success stories that we've had in recent months.
I also think STUCK MOJO and MERAUDER
are going to do great, and the next TIAMAT
record should be huge. As for biggest
disappointment, that’s kind of a loaded
question, because no matter whart I answer, T'll
hurt someone’s feelings. Bur I'd have to say ic
was that L.A. band called TRAGIC

ROMAN we released a live EP called
“Caneel The Future”, it was sort of like THE
CULT meets WARRIOR SOUL... but you
have to understand, this was abour four years
ago, long before any of the current staff were
working here. But the style of music didn’t fic
the label, and why would you release a LIVE
EP as you debut record? It didn’t make sensc,
and I think it sold less than 2,000 records
worldwide! So if you see a copy, I guess you
could consider it a Century Media collector’s
item... ha, ha!

comprehensive interview
with Ula Gehret from

Century Media
Records

with emphasis on
Gathering, Nevermore,
Tiamat, Sentenced and
other performers...

months before a
record is to be released so thar we

1 get some
press (reviews/interviews) abour the album and
some radio play, so that by the time it comes
ourt there is interest and awareness!  After that
point, you continue to try and scll it through
promortion, touring, video, ctc. The procedure
is generally the same for each band, bur you
have to prioritize which bands you think will
do better and put more time and moncy
behind them.

Cover recordings are entircly up to the band,
we really don’t push anything on our artists,
but the final decision as to whether a song will
be included or not requires an agreement
between both the band and the label. Welve
had quite a few bands lately that have recorded
cover songs on their records, such as
SAMAEL, TIAMAT, SENTENCED,
NEVERMORE, CHUM, and then there are
all the bands recording for the JUDAS
PRIEST tribute records! I like cover
recordings, especially when the band tries to
make the new version sound different than the
original song, but I don’t think you can place a
lot of importance on them.

In the U.S.| the national magazines sometimes
have advertising deadlines as much as two or
three months ahead of the release date for that
issuc, so you really need to design and place
ads righr after the album has finished being
recorded. You have to keep a close eye on the
deadlines for cach magazine, regional
publication or fanzine you deal with. It doesn’t
do you any good to run an ad six months after
the album is out, because if a fan sees it and
goes to buy that record, chances are good that
it’s not in the stores any longer. There are so
many records released thae if a particular album
doesn’t sell after three or four months, most
retailers will just return it to the distributor for
credir.

Sometimes we will delay the release of an
album or cven push up the release date...
usually it is done to avoid having four albums
come out at once, and then have no records
released the following month. It makes more
sense to release owo albums this monch, and

Earlier you had some power metal bands
like HEXX, DESPAIR, POLTERGEIST,
but as it seems, they were not successful and
now you sell their albums for low prices.
However, ICED EARTH is quite known
and popular, having their three full length
albums and forthcoming fourth... How
would you comment that?

DESPAIR and POLTERGEIST each did prerty
well in Germany, but those three bands really
didn’c do that well in the U.S. because this
country has never been a big one for melodic
thrash/progressive metal bands. There are so
many American bands that have European and
Japanese record deals, but they can’t get their
albums released in their own country! But
ICED EARTH, for some reason, have always
commanded a decent following in every
continent. I know their “Stormrider™ album
sold over 40,000 copies worldwide, and
“Burnt Offerings” did well, too. They do
pretty well here and they’ve never had a single
U.S. tour, so it’s obviously all word-of-mouth,
which is grear. And I think their new album
could really break them here because ic's tied in
with the Spawn comic serics, which sells about
500,000 copies of cach issue. The cover
arework looks phenomenal, and the album
contains some of the best stuff they’ve ever
written. It comes out mid-July here, so keep
your fingers crossed and let’s hope they ger the
break they deserve.

What is the story of making a contract with
NEVERMORE?

That's an interesting story. I knew abour
NEVERMORE in carly 1992 since I had been
(and still am) a huge SANCTUARY fan and
they were in touch with Borivo), who gave me
copices of their first demos, real rough 8-tracks
that had songs like “Garden Of Gray™ and
“The Hurting Words™ on it. I really liked those
tapes a lot, bue then I visited Bori in
November of 92 and he played me a new
demo recorded in 24 tracks, and as soon as |
heard the opening of “What Tomorrow
Knows”, I was just blown away... but at the
time, we werce just writing, not working for
the label, so we promoted them as best we




could and circulated the tapes. Then, two years

later when we were both at Century Media,

they were still looking for a deal so we signed

them for two records. The first album is
acrually eight songs taken from two demo

tapes they recorded with Neil Kernon, one of

which was the 24-track that impressed me so
much. So in January of *95 we released the
record, and the response from the metal
community was just tremendous. In face, we
realized we had something special so we
extended their contract for another three
albums, for a total of five. Now they’re just
finishing a proper recording of sixteen songs
with Neil Kernon again, with five of them ro
| be used for the “In Memory” EP, one for the
JUDAS PRIEST rtribute record, and ten for
‘ their next album, “The Politics Of Ecstasy™.
The EP comes out in mid-July and the album
will be released in September or October.

They’re one of my favorite bands on the label,

and the fact that they’re great guys is just a
plus. I think Jeff Loomis is one of the most
talented young guitar players out there.

What are recent Century Media’s sales top 5

Hmm, I’d almost have to rescarch that, because

European countries, Japan, and our foreign
licensees. But I can probably guess which the

top five are...

albums?
[ don’t have sales figures here for all the

1s probably our b
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Are there any plans considering new
GATHERING, TIAMAT and SEN-¢
TENCED albums? -
Ihe GATHERING are still touring off.

“Mandylion™ now, since both the album and

single for “Strange Machines™ are in the Dutch
charts, and they’ll be playing both the Dynamo

and Pink Pop Festival. Bur sometime later in
the summer, Pm sure they’ll begin writing
their next album. We don’t have a studio date

booked yer, so I'm sure the fourth album won’t

be out until 1997.

l TIAMAT are writing new materialy and will
probably begin recording towards the end of
the year. Once again, I don’t expect that we'll
see the new record before January of 97,

SENTENCED are set to begin recording in
June — they’ll be spending three weeks ac
Woodhouse Studios in Germany, which is
where Waldemar Sorychta does all his
recording for bands like SAMAEL(
MOONSPELL, TIAMAT, and GRIP In¢.
“Amok™ sounded really good, especially
considering it only cost US $3,000., but I
really fele that Tico-Tico Studios in Finland
wasn’t giving them the full sound they could

have. The next record should be phenomenal: T
can’t wait for the new records from-all three of:

these bands, since I played their last three to
deach.

In USA there are not many record

companies dealing with atmospheric/gothic/

doom/metal, how do you think, what are

I think TIAMAT’s “Wildhoney™

zgest now, and behind thar

ucsses... but

E

the reasons of that?

Well, Pve seen more of them springing up in
recent months, although they’re just tiny labels
started by guys in their basements, but it’s still
a positive sign. However, I don’t think thac it’s
as much a lack of atmospheric/gothic metal
labels in the States, I just think there are so
many of them in Europe! That’s great, don’t
ger me wrong, but it’s almost impossible to
keep up with all of them, not to mention all of
the bands they release. 1 like the trend in
music, but it is started to head for a burn-out,
because all these second-rate bands are picking
up a used keyboard and sequencer, and
changing their style to jump on a bandwagon
— and the bad thing is that they inevitably ger
signed! In the U.S. there are a definite lack of
independent labels, period, regardless of
whether it’s armospheric metal labels or
commercial metal labels or jazz labels. The only
exceptions are the indie punk and alternative
rmk labels, and a lot of them aren’t really

/'re funded by major labels trying to
gain some street credibility. Like KORN, for
nstance, say they are on the “indie™ label
Immortal Records, bur it’s all funded by Epic,
who are owned by Sony, and they gort a six-
figure advance just to sign the contract! Do
you think an indie label could afford that much
money? But if bands like TYPE O
NEGATIVE keep sclling over here, you could
see a resurgance of the gothic/atmospheric
metal thing, even if they’re not
the best example of one of
those bands - you still need
someone to open some doors.

How have you caught
GATHERING? Did you keep
an eye on them since their
first two albums on
Foundation 2000?

I think we signed them after
I\nnnk, a very rough demo

r new singer Anncke
von Giersbergen, which
although it had a rerrible sound
quality, you could still tell she
had an amazing voice and that
they h\ un'\m\».d dramarically,

Was never

Personally, 've known about them since their
“Always...” album, which I thought was
amazing, although I knew that they would
have to make improvements with then -
vocalist Bart Smits if they wanted to really be
something special. He just didn’e have a-very
special voice. However, the music was great,
and it was therefore a disappoinement to hear
the two vocalises they-chose for *Almost A
Dance™, but onee they kicked them out and
chose Anneke, everything just fell perfectly
into place.

Where is MORGOTH? ENCHANT
MENT?

After almost three years, MORGOTH have
finally made plans to record a new studio
record! Tbelieve it’s still the same linesup from
the “Odium™ record, although I think their
style has evolved to a cross somewhere
benween the lase record and the technological
influence of a band like Killing Joke. Bue I
think they needed ro make some sort of
progression, or else the material would sound
dated by today’s standards, The rcason it has

- taken so long is because of guitarist Carsten
_ Orterbach’s involvement wich managing

several of our bands, as [ discussed earlier, and
also voealist Mare Grewe works in our German
office doing publicity! Hopefully the record
will be released before the end of the year.

ENCHANTMENT? Well... your guess is as
good as mine!” We wanted to hear some new
matérial from the band, and Robert Kampf
spoke. to-them about a year ago, asking for a
demo tape of new songs... thar was the last he
heard from them. We never got a tape, we
never got a call or a letter, so 'm assuming
they broke up, unfortunatcly.

Your personal band #1 of Century Media?
The best band in general?

interview with Ula Gelret from Century Media Records

That’s a tough question — I'm not the kind of
person who loves everything we release, and I
won’t lie about it, although I don’t think it’s
professional to be slagging our bands in print,
cither. One thing I can honestly say is that I
loved a lot of these bands before I ever ook
the job, and that was one of the reasons I
agreed to work here. It would have been casier
to pick one years ago, when I wasn’t as open-
minded about music, but I have a difficult time
because I listen to so much now, so I can’t just
give one band. I'd have to say TIAMAT,
SAMAEL, NEVERMORE, ONLY LIVING
WITNESS, and SENTEN

The same thing applics here, T can’ just name
one band. Fourteen years ago, I only listened
to IRON MAIDEN for about two years
straight; and I mean ONLY IRON MAIDEN.
Then it went to heavier stuff like
METALLICA and SLAYER, and then
everything in between like FATES
WARNING, ENTOMBED, WATCH-

TOW R EPULTURA, SOUNDGARDEN,
PosS ‘D, LAST CRACK, VOI VOD,

LLUSH, SKINNY PUPPY, CARCASS... you
get the idea. Nowadays, I mix in current stuff
with classic stuff, so at any given moment it
could be AT THE GATES, INTO ANOTHER
and PSYCHOTIC WALTZ, or maybe THE
ROLLING STONES, DEVO and THE
CURE. It’s good to be more open-minded
than I used to be, I guess, but it’s also a lot
more expensive cvery time I walk into a record
store! Before, I would just head to the “TRON
MAIDEN" and “METALLICA” sections, and
if there wasn’t anything good there, I'd walk
out again!

What do you think about progressive
metal? Are there any thoughts to sign a
band of such style?

You're definitely asking a fan of those kinds of
bands. I started off liking melodic thrash bands
like HADES and FORBIDDEN, and it didn’t
take long before I fell in love with progressive
metal bands. Some of my all-time favorite
records include FATES WARNING “Awaken
The Guardi
d Resista N A
, PSYCHOTIC WALTZ “Into The
and some others. I used to worship
DREAM THEATER lm1bu And Words”,
but I've burned out on it a little bit, and I
think I acrually like some of the songs from
their first album the bese, but it really needs
the production and LaBric's tone from the
second record. T once heard a tape of John
Arch auditioning for DREAM THEATER
doing “The Killing Hand”, in 1991 I think,
and it was just amazing. He has the greatest
sense of melody. Twas a little disappointed by
the third PSYCHOTIC WALTZ album
*Mosquito™;but.then I saw them live and I
was totally impressed, they sounded juse like
the record, I haven’t heard too many prog
metal albums that have blown me away
recently - for instance, I thought that DREAM
THEATER’ “Awake™ was really disappointing
- bue I seill love the cl:

CS.

I wouldn’t be against releasing a prog meral
record, bur it would have to be pretty
outstanding, since we already know it wouldn’t
scll well in the United States, so we'd have to
shoort for Germany and Japan. I know we just
got a tape of the new PSYCHOTIC WALTZ
album, s0 we'll give it a listen and see what we
think. I just wish it was casier to sell bands like
thar, because you just can’t justify releasing an
album when it will lose money for the label.
That’s why 'm glad we were at least able to
get bands like FATES WARNING and
ANGRA to participate in the JUDAS PRIEST
tribute record —we asked DREAM
THEATER as well, bur their label won’t let
their bands appear on records released by other
labels. To quote some classic Frank Aresti lyrics
from “No Exie” — “Rain, it pours again today
/ Neverending daze cascades / Torn inside, is
there a way / To be free before I fade?”

Perhaps you can reveal some secrets and tell
the newest bands, that you signed or plan
to sign?

Lets see, what good scerets can I eell you...
okay, whenever you park your car in an illegal
area, just get a picce of paper that’s the same
size and color of a parking ticket and pur it
under your windshicld wiper — you'll never
ger a ticker, since the police will think you

already got one! Oh, you want music business
secrets? Sorry, those are all confidential — ha,
ha! When it comes to finding new bands,
there 1s no real secret, as any A&R person will
tell you. It all comes down to having a good
car, listening beyond the production and
presentation of a package, and having a lot of
contacts around the world. If you can meet
those standards, work hard, and you treat
people with the kindness and respect they
deserve, T don’t think you’ll ever fail.

Some of the bands we've just recently signed
include ROTTING CHRIST, the Greek black
metal band, who are abourt to release their new
album “Triarchy Of The Lost Lovers™; the
Florida band PAINGOD, who were known in
the underground for years before that as Raped
Ape; and there’s also an Irish folk-metal band
called CRUACHAN. That’s about it for right
now, bur there are always new bands every
month or two — as we sign more bands, we’ll
let you and your readers know.

Thanks for interview and hope to hear

| a1s0 think MERAUDER are going
to do great..."

- B — o B B - B -

Waldemar Sorychta as a producer for se-
veral of our best acts (...MOONSPELL) .."

D — = 3

“TIAMAT are writing new material, and will
probably begin recording towards the end of
the year.”

"..as | heard the opening of “What Tomorrow
Knows™ (gpener fromm NEVERMORE debut
album -ed), | was just blown away... "
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plenty of good stuff from your label this
year and in future!

Thank you very much, Giedrius, for letting me
babble so much. Hopefully you found some of
it informative, or else it was all just a waste of
your time. We'll try to keep releasing the best
music we can, in all sorts of heavy music,
although we realiz an’t please everyone all
the time, nor do we try to. We just try to
please ourselves, and it seems like a lot of
people tend to share our tastes in music. If you
know of a good band, they can contact us by
sending a package to the following address:
North & South America — Century Media
Records, 1453-A 14ch St. #324, Santa
Monica, CA 90404, USA. Rest of the world
— Century Media Records, 11-13 Bissenkamp,
44135 Dortmund, Germany. If you want to
contact me, you can send me an E-mail at
ula@centurymedia.com. Thanks again, and
best of luck with Edge Of Time!

(interview by Giedrius)
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mind the mood. not the heavyness of
musicl). Seven compositions of art-prog
rock, which lyrically are the journey through
one of the broadest spaces - human mind.
Influences of jazz and classics are visible.
The songs are different, though NOOM
always are fragile and rhymed. If this album
is good. the next one (out in late 1994)
should be stunning! CD costs 25DM/17USD
(incl. postage). Apply directly to the band
(look for address in the list).

(G) 4

PROCESS

Impressions

Dream Circle/self-released

| wonder how these dodgy Americans
playing prog rock/metal manage to keep
their own identity (unlike a big amount of
European DREAM THEATER wannabes).
Perhaps one reason is a wide range of
influences as far as PROCESS, for instance,
is concerned. Florida based four-piece
outfit has something in common with
different bands like FATES WARNING,
QUEENSRYCHE and YES and produces
some prog rock/metal with jazz elements.
Things are made in the energetic way and
PROCESS certainly don't belong to those
prog rockers, whose music suffer from
palely expressed emotions. Another
characteristic feature is a furn into intricate
structures, but since the music is not so
heavy, they don't come to WATCHTOWER/
HADES type of thing. The various sides of
PROCESS are emphasized by fracks like
“Hammer" with rap-broken-metal (2!) basis
and jazzy solos. This 7 songs album plus 2
tracks are released on CD by Europe. CD is
available for 12USD

(G) 4

PSYCO DRAMA
The lllusion

Massacre

This CD of Colorado metallers will definitely
bring many enjoyable moments to melodic
prog/power metal fans. Taking their
influences from QUEENSRYCHE and FATES
WARNING, PSYCO DRAMA is certainly not
the most original band in the world, but has
ability to write very good tunes. The
confirmation of it are amazing tracks
"“Dreams To Sorrow"”, “Flames", “Eyes Of A
Child" and the whole their debut album.
(G) 4

RIOT

The Bethren Of The Long House

Rising Sun

RIOT are real veterans in metal scene - they
were formed already in early 197! Still, their
new album is energetic and dynamic, with
different songs from fast power metal to
ballads and tracks of pure rock n'roll 'you
know it'. A little bit hollow in places, but
very alive and it certainly will arouse a
‘metal heart' inside of you! There is a cover
version of GARY MOORE's
Fields". And more of such speed meta
tracks like “Glory Calling" surely wouldn't
do any harm!

(G) Y2

“Out In The

SAVIOUR MACHINE

Live In Deutschland

MCM Music (CD + video)
SAVIOUR MACHINE perhaps
rare Christian bands, which rr
image corresponds fo their lyr
message. While other Christia
their glam rock, death or doom meta

OALMACY

NEWEST
RELEASE

NOW AVAILABLE

‘PSYCHEDELIC

GOTHIC FRENZY"

STILL AVAILABLE:
DEBUT RELEASE

“THE DIGNITY
OF FOLLY"

§12. PPD. FOR EACHCD
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:

DENNY

SESLELERAAKK

FOREICN ORDERS PLEASE ADD §2.
Dark Frenzp Records

P.O.BOX 656625

FRESH MEADOWS NY 11365 USA

makes slightly controversial impression,
SAVIOUR MACHINE experiments with
atmospheric guitars/keyboards and
expressive, a bit melancholic vocals, plus
takes the services of stage enlightment,
Christian symbols and theatrical elements
(all this is illustrated in this unordinary video).
Good sound, interesting arrangement, live
show makes “Live In Deutschland" a good
present for every fan of quality metal, so,
not only for Christians. Check out their both
albums "Saviour Machine I" and "II", that
were re-released this year in Europe by
Massacre.

SHADOW GALLERY

Carved In Stone

Magna Carta

There were many articles on SHADOW
GALLERY in press. And not without a
ground, because their second longplayer
really belongs to the most interesting last
year's prog/power metal albums. The
statement, that ““"Carved In Stone" is the
album that DREAM THEATER and
QUEENSRYCHE never made" (US magazine
“Prognosis”) obviously went too far and is
not precise, first of all because SHADOW
GALLERY pays more attention to melodies,
epic elements in their creation and with
multivocals singing they reminds me more
of BLIND GUARDIAN or SANCTUARY/KING
DIAMOND (“Cliffhanger"). Of course,
quintet doesn't take fright of complex
structure songs, but their music is always
easy-listenable. For me personally the best
songs are “Crystalline Dream" and majestic
ballad “Don't Ever cry.. Just Remember".
Long epic tracks fans with high interest
would hear 23 minutes song “Ghostship",
which was created during 3 years!

(S) 4

TAD MOROSE

Paradigma EP

Black Mark

Swedish TAD MOROSE already has two full
length albums “Leaving The Past behind"
and “Sender Of Thoughts”, that gave a
good mix of DREAM THEATER type
keyboard-leaded progressive, soft melodic
metal like YNGWIE MALMSTEEN and heavy
power metal riffs. This new mini CD is slightly
different, maybe a little bit slower, with
influences of bombastic doom like
MEMENTO MORI, however still energetic
and nice. However, thrusting on personal
opinion, | have to admit that | liked tracks of
“Sender Of Thoughts" more.

(G) K

THE TEA PARTY

The Edges Of Twilight

EMI

THE TEA PARTY belongs to those genial
bands, that doesn't pay attention to any
trends, but still sounds modern, and, the
most important, are innovatory. After the
debut album “Splender Solis" (1994). which
in their native land Canada already has
platinum status, THE TEA PARTY in press were
called a heavy version of THE DOORS/LED
ZEPPELIN. The same, probably, threatens
the new disc, though musicians in @
will deny that these bands are their
influences. The most important is one: “The
Edge Of Twilight" is one of the best releases
I've heard in 3-4 years. To describe this
unordinary work is very difficult, it is
necessary to listen to it yourself. After
several listens before your eyes pass views
of Indian bazaar, go caravans, terns fly
above the sea. Bells dorn and disturb the
sleep of Jim Morisson, whose shadow still
roams in mountainsides, searching for his
way home. “The Edges Of Twilight" has
inside too much highlights to mention them
here. Though if somebody would ask, which
song recently left the biggest impression on
me, |, not hesilating, would answer:
“Correspondences" by THE TEA PARTY, the
track, to which | could to listen to 100 and
more fimes. Simply grandiose.

(S) 5

THRESHOLD

Psychedelicatessen

Giant Electric Pea/Avalanche

THRESHOLD from England drew my attention .
already with their debut “Wounded Land"
(1993). Their talented singer Damian Wilson
has left to join another English formation
LANDMARQ. He was replaced by Glynn
Morgan, who sings more aggressive and
maybe more dirty. “Psychedelicatessen”
the combination of heavy guitar riffs and
atmospheric keyboards, the album sway
from British prog rock to power metal a la
VICIOUS RUMOURS. Like SHADOW GALLERY,
THRESHOLD use a lot of keyboards and
attach importance to good melodies and
the atmosphere, which successfully manifests
itself in tracks like “A Tension Of Souls" or
“Devoted".

(S) 3%

is

TIMOTHY PURE

The Fabric Of Betrayal

Isosceles Records

This five piece outfit hails from Atlanta and
blends the best sides of progressive music
and alternative rock. Songs are not
optimistic, rather melancholic, however this
album doesn't bring that kind of total
depression - at the contrary, compositions
have the inner strength, which stimulates to
think about what is now, and to feel
controlling what will be after. The band
deserves a praise for good and untypical
lyrical themes. Musically, “The Fabric Of
Betrayal" should make an appeal to
MARILLION fan, but also won't make to turn
away the admirer of alternative rock with
darker edge. My personal fave tracks are
“Legoland" and “Privileges".

(G) 4%

TORMAN MAXT

Just Talking About The Universe... So Far
Mars Hill Records

Contradictory work. Although TORMAN MAXT
are of great promise at the start of their
album (“Riders Of The Cosmic Circuit" and
"Summerland”), they become uniform in the
middle and yield to monotony. Martin de
Bourge has a good organ, but his singing
style (many voices at the same time) doesn't
always justify itself and is irksome here and
there. | don't know if they ever have heards
STYX, but parallels to this band are evident.
Good arrangements and high technical
level enhance the value of this album, but |
can't give TORMAN MAXT more than three
points for it. | just put trust in this band and
wait for the new betier release.

VAUXDVIHL

To Dimension Logic

Advent Records

After reading some very good reviews of this
album | knew | had to dig it. All that furor was
not created without a ground - Australia's
VAUXDVIHL can almost compete with grands
of progressive metal genre. Being quite
complex, VAUXDVIHL doesn't infect with their
harmonies since the very first listen - this is the
case ‘the more you listen, the more you
enjoy'. The band makes their own mosaic in
prog genre, taking small pieces from FATES
WARNING, DREAM THEATER and PSYCHOTIC
WALTZ. It's very nice to see new talented
bands in the genre like these Ausiralians,
SHADOW GALLERY, IVANHOE side by side with
already widely acknowledged masters.

(G) 4%
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DECORYAH

Fall-Dark Waters

Metal Blade

This album further develops the ideas, first
time presented on their debut album
“Wisdom Floats" (Withchunt/Metal Blade).
In “Fall-Dark Waters" interlace elements of
gothic, darkwave, ambient and classical
music. The music is very romantic, dramatic,
appreciable and unreachable. Three
additional female singers, sounds of flute,
viola, cello and violin decorate a usual
world of guitars, synthesizers and man
vocals,

(G) 4%

ELEND
Les Ténebres du Dehors

screaming voice). One of the merits of
ELEND is that its album is released by
gothic/doom/metal label, which
automatically gives them a recognition
among the audience of this kind, plus with
basically non metal music they have a
potential to reach unforeseen amount of
other listeners. It is their second album, and
all | can do is o remind you that the debut
“Legons de Ténebres" was released in
1994.

(G) 4%

INTO THE ABYSS

The Feathered Snake

Glasnost

Some bands like INTO THE ABYSS continue
to demonstrate that gothic rock still has
many unexplored areas. Greek German
band surprised a little bit with this new
album - while its predecessor “Martyrium"
was strongly orientated to social themes,
declarative and inspiring in musical aspect,
the new one is more calm and devoted to
a search of secrets of existence. There still
we can meet warnings about possible
planet's end, but there are many more
mythologic symbols, which give the music a
specific colouring. Musically it is a sincere
psychedelic gothic rock, decorated with
often used violin ornaments. More for those
who want to listen than for those who want
to dance.

(G) 4

JAMES RAY AND THE PERFORMANCE

Best Of James Ray's Performance &
Gangwar

Fifth Colvmn

This is a collection of two CDs “A New Kind
Of Assassin” and “Dios Esta De Nuestro
Lade", which acknowledge us with quite
not usual music. Songs are easy flowing
and listenable, but when the matter comes
to naming the style, we face some
difficulties. The first songs “Mexico Sundown
Blues" and "Texas" bring to mind some
unexpected descriptions like “country/
blues placed in EBM frame", though further
on more domine gothic rock elements,
particularly influences of THE SISTERS OF
MERCY are visible. Long and enjoyable
album.

(G) 3%

MISSED IN DIARY

Dissolve EP

Eye Records

Quite known in indie world band with their
debut MCD, which presents gothic-noise-
bizarre-psychedelic-indie music with NEW
MODEL ARMY, SONIC YOUTH, KILLING JOKE
and plenty of goths influences. The
atmosphere is similar to DEAD CAN DANCE
or maybe even early SISTERS - melancholic,
dark music, sometimes even coming to
drugs-atmosphere. Overall the label
“emptiness music" is very suitable to this
CD. | don't think that this CD fits fo listen to
driving your car or at the party - it's darker
and sad, more sad than CURE's “Faith".

(A) 4

PENITENT
Melancholia

the demonic past

cal gothic hymns.
very sublime, siow, and it s

med by Azgoth while words are
declaimed by Beastus Rex. “Melancholia”
has not so much classical influences as the
second ELEND album, it more resembles to
the debut of that Holy Records band. If the
main criteria evaluating the music is the
atmosphere, then this debut album of
PENITENT should win some prize. Eight
poems to the darklords...

(G) 4%

RAW NOVEMBRE
Come In We're Open
Aggressive Records
It's the second full length CD of this quite
famous indie group from Ireland. Their
previous album (which was released three
years ago) was compared with JOY
DIVISION, BAUHAUS, THE DOORS and - it's
strange - with THERAPY? The new album for
me is a dark JOY DIVISION and BAUHAUS
mix, played in early-gothic-era way. “God
& Me & Liberty" throws angry punk into your
face, just when other song gives you drugs-
atmosphere of THE DOORS. A very colorful
album which can't be missed by fans of
alternative music. It's not straight rock
music anymore - the future of indie
development can be seen here. You know,
not so many noticed when BAUHAUS
started, don't repeat this mistake once
more - RAW NOVEMBRE is here now!
(A) 4

SOFIA RUN

Intimacy .
Dark Frenzy Records

Soft, mild and dark. Three major l

words in description of the second
NY indie gothic /darkwave band's l
album. In places music resembles
to CURE material, and confirming
that | could add that it surely more
makes an appeal to dark indie/alternative
music listeners than to firm goths. Sensitive
voice of Denny contributes quite much to a
generally fragile image. CD is available for
14USD (S/H - 2USD /USA/, 5USD /overseas/).
(G) 4

WELTEN BRAND

Das Rabenland

Witchunt

What a great band comes from
Lichtenstein! It was formed only in 1995 and
plays the style, that could be called
romantic and classical dark wave/gothic,
the comparisons - DEAD CAN DANCE at
their franscendal moments. Both female

Reviews

and male vocals, keyboards,
synthesizer and that's all. But enough
I to create cold, dark, mystic mood of
meditation, flyng to the East,
. departure of your body. Medieval
influences give a deeper sense to
l the music. Lyrics are about legends
and historical background of the
Principaly of Liechtenstein. This CD
shocked me as much as
DECORYAH's “Wisdom Floats" did
earlier. By the way, WELTEN BRAND has got
two other musical projects - black metal
band APOPHIS and darkwave-gothic
oriented DIE ERBEN DER SCHOEPFUNG.
(A) VA

ABSCESS

Journey

Glasnost

Going in more atmospheric direction,
German electro-band ABSCESS diversified
EBM of their previous album *“In Your Mind"
with ambient music waves. Dancefloor
tracks loosed a little dose of hooks, but
overall the music gained intangible feeling
of fly. The result is suberb 14 parts trip
through mystery of buddhist philosophy.
(G) 4%

[ACTIVE] MEDIA DISEASE

Lost EP

Cyberware

Cyberware Productions seems to
concentrate themselves on European
electro-acts, and especially on new hopes
from their homeland Finland. [ACTIVE]
MEDIA DISEASE gives us four tracks of soft
EBM and distinguishes from many others
with its specific calm and kind approach.
Even some distorted guitars don't seem too
sharp. “Lost" and "Friends & Freaks" sound
really nice, while “Contact Defect" is too
typical and standard EBM track.
Nevertheless, it doesn't slake a thirst for their
full length album.

(G) 3%

C17H19NO3

Terra Damnata

Fifth Colvmn

This project was found by John Bergin. The
album “Terra Damnata" is a long opus of
good ambient. The music is filled with
strange and obscure visions, which are
presented in a delicate and convincing
way. It's one of the best works of ambient
which I've heard lately.

(G) 4%

ELECTRO ASSASSIN

The Divine Invasion

Fifth Colvmn

One more electronic body music artists
from Cyber-Tec Records, which albums
were released by American FCR. Really,
ELECTRO ASSASSIN is not among the bands
unsimilar to FRONT 242, but this should not
prevent electro freaks from purchasing
“The Divine Invasion”. Band doesn't cut
with only one side of the blade - there are
some ambient style tracks, which along
with dancefloor cuts and several electro-
industrial mayhem compositions form the
whole album.

(G) 3

FUZE BOX MACHINE

Forbidden Games

Cyberware

Real electronic body music still exists, and
FUZE BOX MACHINE is one of the acts,
managing fo compose fine electronic
music, suitable for clubs. Songs have more
sense than blind rave and are clearly
rhytmic & dancefloor criented. These
Belgian musicians are active as FBM since
1989, have several tapes, which gave them
a name in the scene, and “Forbidden
Games" is their debut full length album
released by young Finnish label Cyberware
Productions. FBM handles to express
feelings in a pulsating energy without
making that ‘electro-gothic thing'. as some
electro bands do.

(G) 3%

INDEX

Sky Laced Silver

COP International

On one hand, INDEX could be an ordinary
mechanical harsh eleciro-industrial band,
on the other - each their song has fine
thrilling melodies, therefore a complete
view is attractive. “Sky Laced Silver" is a fine
combination of fragile melancholy and
cold machinery, it's music without clear *hit
structure’ songs, but with deeper message
inside. Good follow-up to INDEX's debut
“Never This Infliction".

(G) 4

survey of ETTT[7- releases

ELECTRONIC - INDUSTRIAL - AMBIENT

DEATH RIDE 69

Screaming Down The Gravity Well EP

Fifth Colvmn

If you see a number ending on ‘9" in the
fitle, you always expect something
increasing adrenaline in your body, don't
you? Oops, you're right, Americans DEATH
RIDE 69 with strong female singer in the front
is ready to blow you away with 5 fracks of
driving electro-tribal-dance-industrial.
Songs of this new band of Beat Mistress (MY
LIFE WITH THE THRILL KILL KULT) are well
balanced and catchy, the band serves to
see a bright future!

(G) 4%

M.ES.T.

Matter Energy Space Time

Dwell

It was a bit unexpected to hear ambient
music performers from a record label,
which acquainted us with heavy death/
crustcore acts like IT IS | and SOILENT
GREEN. M.E.S.T. gives some cosmic ambient
type stuff, which would fit to a guiding CD
Rom tour to the essence of the earth and

galaxy.
(G) 3



Rev'ews

MZ.412

Burning The Temple Of God

Cold Meat Industry

Extreme, antfichristian and thrilling to the
core of a soul. They have a view
characteristic to black metal bands, but
their arsenal of musical means is far more
abundant. Consider it as experimental,
consider it as industrial, you won't precisely
hit to the point. MZ.412 even slightly adds
noise, and don't forget to put some
electric-blackmetal as well. Be careful not
to be delighted by their horrible passionate
charm - since you wouldn't like fo get one
way ticket to hell for loyalty to Satan, would
you, huh...2

(G) 3%

NECROPHORUS

Underneath The Spirit Of Tranquility

Cat's Heaven

A project of RAISON D'ETRE member Peter
Andersen explores the dimensions of
tranquility composing dark and calm
ambient, which can acheve the most
distant corridors of the mind and the right
cells to excite visual fantasies. Speaking in
usual terms, perhaps it is not so stunning
whatsoever, but those who are into quality
ambient should subscribe under this one.
(G) 3%

NEUROACTIVE

Neuron EP

Cyberware

NEUROACTIVE is acclaimed as the most
known Finnish electroband and they have
already the debut CD “"Morphology". This 4
track EP is a proclaimer of their forthcoming
second full length opus “Phonic Trace".
Musically NEUROACTIVE doesn't reach any
new dimensions, though keep the fans of
hypnotic non-guitar electronic-dance
satisfied.

(G) 3

NEW MIND

Zero To The Bone

Fifth Colvmn

Pure electronic (body) music without
digressions. Not so fast and not so
danceable. Ok, you can't make a verdict
judging the music according to a number
of beats per minute, nevertheless NEW
MIND's music, so to say, lacks bottom and
power. Without that psychotic pounding
electronic beat sequences with harsh
vocals are foo cold and not very efficient.
(G) 2%

PERCEPTUAL OUTER DIMENSIONS

Euphonia

Fifth Colvmn

POD is not a name of hackneyed electro-
ambient project, they are far above the
average level. Holmes d. lves managed to
create music full of fascinating tunes, which
as well are clearly rhytmic, light and still
deep. POD's creation even isn't so far from
big names like J.M. JARRE or ENIGMA
(instrumental side). If you are into dark
ambient/electro-sounds, | wouldn't think
that POD is the most suitable choice,
however this project should be the first in
the queue when you are searching for
some great kind and melodic electro-
instrumental music that could give some
rest to your old bones.

(G) 4

PHYCUS

Brainmower

Music Phycus

This is a debut album of industrial mayhem
suppliers from Montreal. It's not usual
industrial metal crossover, since PHYCUS are
much more into experiments. From quite
usual rhythmic cuts like “Grandmaster
Phycus” they move towards more
apocalyptic tracks such as “No Power"”,
“Destroy The Earth". These Canadians
combine industrial, metal. ambient and
noise, and do it in quite an avantgarde
way. Up to the end of the album the band
decides 'to take pity' for poor listeners and
instead of brain crushing crossover puts
some ambient tracks..

(G) Ya

RAISON D'ETRE

Within The Depths Of Silence And
Phormation

Cold Meat Industry

If you are disposed fo dive into dark depths,
this album would be a good choice to
realize your wishes. RAISON D'ETRE (as other
dark ambient artists) leave an unlimited
space for listener's imagination and
fantasies, only giving a push to gloomier
direction (thrilling choruses brighten up the
whole obscure flavor). Musician suggests to
consider your inner self during a listen,
though everybody can interpretate this
music in his/her own way. It is the third
album of this one-man act and it will be
appreciated by the fans of dark ambient.
(G) 4

REPTILICUS

Temperature Of Blood

Cat's Heaven

A new label Cat's Heaven split off VUZ
Records and released a compilation CD of
Iceland's dark project REPTILICUS' earlier
songs of periode 1988-1990. Now this band
has three CDs (on Staalplat and World
Serpent labels). In this aloum REPTILICUS
delivers rough dark industrial with some
hints into morbid subterranean EBM or (that
is certainly more scary) - to noise.

(G)

SWAMP TERRORISTS

Killer

Cyberware /SubMission

The fourth release of these well known teror
preachers sounds like a cross between
CLAWFINGER and DIE KRUPPS. Merging rap,
industrial metal and dance music, SWAMP
TERRORISTS is one of the choices when
searching for energetic and knocking down
tunes.

(G) 4

TERMINAL CHOICE

In The Shadow Of Death

Cyberware

Christian Pohl, standing behind band's
name, is involved in music since 1987, but
only now put out the debut CD. “Totes
Fleisch" EP was an average combination of
minimalistic industrial and darkwave, but
this album is a big step forward. It is dark
dancefloor dealing with serial killers, erotics
and death. Some of the standouts are
"Aggression" and “Invitation To Death".
(G) 3%

TOTAL DEVOTION

Where The Grasses Grow

Fatal Records

Rimas Campe (who has Lithuanian blood!)
presents 13 songs of pop industrial. Music
mainly is mid-tempo and reminds of
decorated NIN version. Rimas doesn't use
distorted vocals too much, and in general
all the image from lyrics to two girls
dominating on the cover is not wishing
wicked. Among the highlights certainly get

“Lifeline", perhaps the most energetic song:

of the album. and the title frack "Where
The Grasses Grow". CD is available for 15
USD from the band.

(G) 3%

TUBALCAIN

Left EP

Funky Mushroom Records

Before presenting this & songs EP it is worth
to notice that in 1992 this Philadelphian
outfit released the full length album “25
Assorted Needles" on Verdugo Records,
and that CD should appeal to quite a wide
range of tastes beginning from "MTV's
guide to alternative music" auditory to
underground electro-industrial collectors.
It's industrial rock with catchy tunes and
rhythms. “Left" is a little bit different, less
rocky, more so to say, alternative. Includes
DAVID BOWIE cover and in general
stylistically is as unpredictable as NIN. If |
would have to vote, I'd do it for the first
album.

(G) 3%

»

N

UNDER THE NOISE

Of Generation And Corruption

COP International

Band's stock is going up comparing this full
length album with older EP “Future
Automatic”. That one was too mechanic,
but with their new songs UTN manages to
create some cool rockin' industrial. The
opener "This World Desire" resembles to
industrialized and strictened BLUR (1),
“Future Automatic™ (corruption mix of that

old track from EP) - 1 can't believe it's the
same song! - continues the energetic
invasion, “Vision In Long Darkness" turns to
more ambient collages, “Sun" is an
electronic reflection of today's alternative
rock. In the similar flavor the fracks go on...
(G) 3%

V/A
Control-Alt-Delete
:CatScan:: 1.0

Control-Alt-Delete is a network of eleciro-
bands, based in Texas and this album is
their third CD release. RG Geiger from BYTET
supplied me a copy of it along with some
information about the bands. Basically it is
a sampler of romantic electro-pop music.
The most of the bands have a darker edge,
stylistically music doesn't spring out of
eleciro-gothic/EBM frame. The distinguish-
ing acts are NORTH BY NORTHWEST,
CONSTANT HAVOC, THE MEMORY GARDEN
and BYTET (which newest tfracks “Anything"
surprises with weird fribal pop electro-funk).
For more information about Control-Alt-
Delete activities write to PO Box 38553-1010,
Houston, TX 77238-8553, USA or e-mail
CADInfo@aol.com or
TheCatalyst@delphi.com

(G) 3%

V/A

Melt - Scandinavian electro/
Fifth Colvmn/Cyberware

This is a 17 songs compilation CD, which
includes bands from Norway, Sweden,
Denmark, Finland and Iceland. Featured
styles vary from electro-gothic, EBM to
industrial and there are many good bands
like APOTYGMA BERZERK, ANSTALT,
LEATHERSTRIP, BIRMINGHAM 6, MALAISE and
others. Sometimes | think that when the
speech goes about rhytmic electronic/
dancefloor music, it is better to listen to
compilations, than to albums of single
artists, because usually in the latter ones we
hear only severalgood songs and plenty of
average stuff...

(G) 4

e fimel e

1A

Shem EP

Young American Records

Boston based ouffit with female lead singer
delivers a 5 songs EP. Musically it is a fine
industrial/alternative electronic rock music,
kind of LORDS OF ACID meets NINE INCH
NAILS. Songs are not very fast, but quite
catchy. By the way, there is a special CD
Rom frack here.

(G) 3%

@ BAND ADDRESSES

™

23r1d HOURD
ACRIMONY

ANCIENT
ASEHYX

BROKEN EDGE
BRUCE DICKINSON
CANNIBAL CORPSE

PO Box 80944, Albuguergue, NM 87198, USA T3rdHour@aol com
10.8olgoed Road, Pontarduiais. Swansea, 5A4 |JE, Wales

AMON Dan B. Zahed. Alimundstr. 10, CH 5374 Buochs, Switzeriand

c/s Red Moon Entertainment, PO Box 868, 5082 Eildsvaagnesel Norway

Bob Baghus. Die Viashegge 94, 6951 NP Dieren, Holland

¢/0 Gilson Bernadelte. 81 Bte 3 rue Reine Astri, 4470 Stockay St Gesrges. Liege France
PO Box 2427, London W2 WS, UK

PO Box 291826, Tampa, FL 33687-1826, USA

HARD RESISTANCE
INTO THE ABYSS

c/o Dacoster Joel, Cardijniasn 35

[ACTIVE| MEDIA DISEASE
BYTET

CRISIS PO Box 21, Calhedral Station NY, NY 10025, USA

DARK REALITY Andreas Weiss, Priorbergersirasse 4. D-72150 Horb-Datiingen, Geemany
OYING BREED PO Box 13351, Torrance. CA 90503, USA

ELEND Renaud Tschirner, Albertisr. 7:. 5176 Voels, Tirol, Austria

ENCHANT The Oasis, PO Box 6837, Moraga CA 34570, USA

FATAL OPERA PO Box 740422, Orange City. FL 32763 USA

GEHENNAH Ronnle Ripper, Halia 1. $-559 91 Deje. Sweden

GODFALL Pertlu Loakso, Parkinpera 4c 30, Jyvaskyla 40740, Finland

GROPE 7. DK-2400 gen NV Denmark aau dk

8-2270 Harenthaut. Beigium
Allcenstr 27, D.54293 Darmsiadl. Germany labyss@pais com

/s Scatt Tryon 3110 SW 23 CI Fi Lauderdale, FL 33312, USA icorcess1@aal com

LOONATIK Lindenstr, 20, 72582 Grabensts:

MAYFAIR Malinerstr. 65, 8520 Frastanz

MERAUDER 225 Wast 70ih St Al £3. NYC. MY 10023, USA

NO INNER LIMITS /o Tommy Harlung. Frankensy 82 45445 Emmerich, Germany
NOOM Oliver Schimdt. Shuists 5. 95152, Germany

QEFENSE &/s Loren Cadanilles. Raco £3, 45700 Benitredra. Valencia. Spain
PARAMAECIUM PO Box 48 Forest Hill, vic 3131, Ausiralia

PROCESS

PROTEST c/o Jaraslav Vavro, Odioky 12, 038 01 Martin, Slovakia

RAMP Apartado 223, 2725 Merzas Codex. Portugal

SARIST Yin deiCanietio 25, 16038 Recco (Ge), Maly

SEASON'S END c/o Todd J Paskin. 223 Pack Ave, West Haven. CT 06516, USA

SERENITY /o Gary, 46 Round St W Bowling. Bradford, W.Yorks, 9DS THS, Engiand
SHADOW GALLERY. PO Box 21881 Legigh Valley. PA 180021831 USA /prophet@esu edu

TAD MOROSE PO Box 215.5-821 22 Bolnaas, Sweden

TEAPARTY 1971 Sprucenifird , Pickering, Onlario, L1V 156, Canada Aeaparly@ieaparty com
WARDOG 4747 £ Ellist Sulte 29427, Phoenix, AZ 85044-1629, USA

WARLORD UK 55 Whilacre Road, Bordesiey Green, Birmingham, 89S NL, England

WELTEN 8RAND Oliver Falk, Ratkonsir. 18, FL-9490 Vaduz, Lichtensiein

YOSH ©/5 Megamelal Management, Rabstsiraat 82, 5000 Gent, Beigium

Kanslerinkall 6 G 168, FIN-20200 Turku, Finland
8531 Spruce Strest Anchorage. AK 99507, USA /gaigetpp@carcomsy corcom com

DOMInion o TERROR

industrial music magazine' from ]
number nine with 31337, sphére'iazz
skeleton key, anstalt, bytet, contingence
is available now for $2 only:

Vidmantas Laurinavicius
p.o. box 2315, 2300 Vilnius
Lithuania, e-mail: terror@pub.osf.Lt
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KUNDER THE NOISE

PO Box 45182, Kansas Cily MO 54171, USA
Victim Support Unit. 1678 Wightman Raad. Londan, N8 0B, England

Booking and Management, 85 rUe des 7 Petites. 6120 Nalinnes, Belgium

PO Box 9141, Albuguerque, NM 87119, USA

Omakatu 34 as. 11, FIN-33500. Tampere. Finiand

cio Cyber-Tec Records, PO Box 108, South District Office. Manchester. England
Box 845, Stalion “C*, Montreai. Oc H2L 416, Canada /8K7G@musich megil ca
PO Box 1041, Spotsylvania. Virgina 22553, USA ‘podrecords@eworid.com

PO Box 1532, 121 Reykiavik, Icetand

PO Box 4161, Austin. Texas 75755, USA

PO Box 656625 Fresh Meadows, NY 11385, USA

¢/o Christian Pohi, Methelasselstr. 29, 10955 Berlin, Germany

PO Box 284, Owings Mills, MD 21117:0284, USA rcampe @umd5, umd edu
Track-In-The-Box. PO Box 50074. Baltimore, MD 21211, USA




Skunkworks - classic Dickinson style combined with modern songwriting approach

I didn’t plan to make an interview with
Bruce Dickinson, when I made the list of
bands, which could appear in this issuc, but I

ot miss the chance. chbu. from
Mai{f ic Relations supplied me with a
copy of BRUCE DICKINSON album
and ffé?cd o do an interview - “He can call
you?, I've héard. Without a slightest shadow
of doubt I agreed, and not because the new
#8kunkworks™ is very good and fresh
spunding; not because that there is not so
stuff ta read about Bruce solo activities
in surgounding press... Probably the most
rtant geason was that Bruce Dickinson
wis :{%ngﬂ of my all-times favorite heavy
lﬂani IRON MAIDEN. No, I don’t
toiunde
TIRON MAI

b

e,

restimate Bruce solo works, but
EN were really very significant
to Heavy métal music. Of course, now is the
mid df 90’s and we talked more about the
ew Bruce band SKUNKWORKS, than
O about rusty MAIDEN...

i
On fr %@}%}}ervicw happened. In the evening

I preparéd all my recording facilities in order
to ‘fix’ all the questions and answers on audio-
tape. Being slightly anxious (how there would
be, Bruce was a rock star when I only began
to walk in the school...) I waited for a call...

After introductions and things like that the
interview started...

“Number Of The Beast” and “Piece Of
Mind”.

What's about “X-Factor”?

It’s okay, but | really didn't listen to it
that much...

The reasons of his departure from
IRON MAIDEN were not considered,
however perhaps the most important
one was that he wanted to make
different music, and it was not possible
in IRON MAIDEN: “IRON MAIDEN
couldn’t play the music we play”. Bruce
sang on his last album with them “Fear
Of The Dark”, played the last tour in
1993 and after that concentrated on
his solo carrier. MAIDEN found a new
singer Blaze Bayley and recorded the
album “X-Factor”.

Have you heard the latest OZZY
OSBOURNE's album “Ozzmosis”?

Yeah, I've heard it. It’s okay, it sounds
like Ozzy, it has some good pop tunes
on it.

Are the any other rock/metal bands
you like?

Bruce

iIckinson

nobody else is doing right now, it’s
fantastic!

So as | know you are on the tour right
now?

That’s correct. “Playing live is very important”, and
Bruce always tried to do that. Double’

What are you impressions? Compare it live album was released after his  /

How much did it change the music you
wanted to play 6 years ago (in
“Tattooed Millionaire’
1990) and nowgi

What are your plans regarding the
y next album?
‘Well, we're gonna write one and record
one neéxt year. But we haven't finished
with this ofte yet. We still got a long
way to go, still got a lot of people who
need to hear this record...
We're playing in Arﬁe{rv’cc for ten weeks
a this summer. After that we’re playing
n Europe for two months. Maybe we
i &Lifhuanio, Idon'ﬂ!(now, | hope

with your older live shows after “Balls
To Picasso” album?

Oh, this is the first tour that we really
had. We’ve been playing together for
three years as a band, SKUNKWORKS.
We are getting rid of an idea of Bruce
Dickinson as a solo artist, this is a band

second solo effort “Balls To Picossq;‘.
Already with new members he played:
in Sarajevo and they were the first
band to play a live show there since
the beginning of civil war in 1997.The
show was sold out, and when | dsked
about town and the country, Bruce
resumed: “It’s beautiful country far the

4

t sure, we don't see many
.. What's oboul your
ve iwo of them already,
Il write some rrjore?

To Picasso wos an attempt to do B
somefhmg, you know, a bit  more,,, \ '
serious, @ bit more/differeit. | think 4
“Sksnkworks” is the best albyfiii/ve
ever made with any band mclud'ng »
IRON MAIDEN

tten long time ggo I'm

now. And the tour is going absolutely
incredible. We're playing music that

tragedy”.
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RECORD COMPANIES ADDRESSES

,/ Advent Records PO Box 145, Bundoora 3083, Melbourne, Ausiralix
i Aggressive Records 4 The Beehives. Ballinderry, Mullingar. Co Westmeath, reland
i Black Mark Productions Luxemburger Sir. 31, 13353 Berlin, Germany
i Candielight Records PO Box 328, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshir, HP15 8TY, UK
Cantie Recards 110.East S9th Street. 18t Floor, New York, NY10022. USA H
GCats Heaven PO B0x 170 116, 47181 Duisburg. Germany Avuz@vuz du gin.com
Century Media Records 14534 14tn St Suile 324. Santa Monica, CA 90404, USA [CenturyMed@aol.com
Cold Meat industry PO Box 1881, 58117 Linkoping. Sweden
COP International Burgstr. 14, 51440 Oberursel, Germany i
Cyber:Tec Racordy PO Box 108, South Diskrict Office, Manchester, England i
Cyberware Productians PO Box 623, FIn-33101 Tamp lcuberwar@sci i {
¢ Deprogrammed Productions PO Box 48099, Seattie, WA 98146,USA
} Double Edge Productions 215 Thompson Street Suite 11. New Yark. NY. 10012, USA /brayndanse@aol.com

Dunkef Praductions
Owell Records

Eacache Records

Empire Entenainment
EuphoniousiVoices Of Wonder
Eye Racords

i Fith Colymn Records

§ . GlantElectric Fea Records

{ Glasnost Music

i Head Neot Found

i Holy Records

i mlcgﬂu Records

ies Rucords

mnnu £
Magna Carla Records
Mars Hill Records
Massacra Records

1 MstatAge Productions
1 [Metai Blade Records

Sapyveien 23, N-0438 Osla, Norway i
PO Box 39439, Los Angeles CA 90039, USA §
Sulte 1-3 Westminster Suildings, Theatre Square. Nattingham NG1 8LG, UK

PO Box 1756, Sebastopal, CA 95473, USA /empireent@aol.com

Skt Josrgens Alle Ta.g | Lh. DK-1615 Copenhagen V. Denmark /vow @ pip dknet.dk
PO Box 20401, Detrolt, Ml 48220, USA

PO Box 787, Washington OC 20044, USA ffithcolvmn@tunanel.com

PO:Box 23, Alresford. Hampshire. SO24 SWE. UK

Giokkengiesssrwall 17, 0-20095 Hamburg. Germany

PO Box 447, N<1701 Sarpsborg, Norway

48d Gutenberg, 93190 Livry-Gargan, France

1508 Harding Park, Soundyiew NY 10473-2305, USA

2480-4 Briarchff Rd. Suite 188, Atianta. Georgla 30328, USA fisosrec@mindspring com
Bunteweg 1, 30900 Wedemark, Germany

208 East Sial Sireel. Ste. 1820, New York NY 10022, USA

PO Box 50324 Irvine, CA 92613, USA Amassaro@aal.com

Rauheckstr 10, 74232 Abstall. Germany

PO Box 42,038 61 Veutky, Slovakia

Sulte 50. 861012 SE. The com
Misanthropy Records PO Box 9, Hadielgh, Sutfalk 1P7 SAU. UK 'amazon@msanthr. demon co uk
Mist Entertainment PO Box 21234, Baulder, CO B , USA usanet

333 Latimer Road, London: W10 8RA, UK

PO Box 14815, Framon, CA 94539-4315. USA

8721 Sunse! Boulevard. Penthouse 8, Los Angeles. Californis 50089, USA /aiseus@aal.com
2530 Middle Country Rd.. Centereach. NY 11720, USA

aupsir. 109, 73072 Donzdorf. Germany

2990 Beaurainville, Frange

Music indegade 101. DK-5000 Odense C. Denmark /Diehard@Cybernat dk
Pragressivs Music Management 8802 Hafena Drive, Eris PA 18510, USA fenrod@adi.com

R Records 4305-906 Marena Boulevard, San Diego, CA 92117-3432, USA

PO Box 251, Millersvills. PA 17551, USA

73 Parkway, Camden Town, Londan NW1 7PP. UK

Rosensirasse 5. 25557 Gokels, Gemany

310 4th Street Suile 2. Hermasa Beach, CA 90254, USA

Relapse Records
Rasurrection Racords
Rising Sun Records
RPM Entertainment

Stormsouls PO Box 1593.1000 Conao Cenlral, Buenos Aires, Argentina
Verdugo PO Box 46882, LA, CA 90045, USA

Witchhunt Records PO:Box 658, 8029 Zurich, Switzerand

WMMS Peler Wustmann, Zofistrasse §, 037154 Northeim, Germany

Young American Records PO Box 728, Boston. MAG2123, USA.

Other mﬂmbers participated in
songwrfﬁng process...

Oh yes, of course. Al ihe songs on th
album are wnH‘en 50% by me tmd 50%

was recorded by a stable bond,‘which
includes Bruce, Alex, bassist Chris Dale
and drummer Alessandro Elena.

How do you think, will collective work
remain making the next album?

Oh yeah, we’re a band and we write as
a band. | mean, you know, nobody is

excluded.

Why are the lyrics printed in mirror
reflection on CD cover?

Just in case | didn’t like them later on...
Perhaps many asked you that before...
That's right, yeah.

Bruce was really enthusiastic speaking
about his new band, though | couldn’t
ask some questions about IRON

MAIDEN.

What is your favorite album of them?

# #wanted to quit? /

™

music.

t's time for the fifal question,
ind of resuming... You are

y two decades in fock mu|
posing and smg|?g Were t
iy difficult momepts when you

re

Yeah, 1985 gﬂ"/; 1986 with IRO
MAIDEN.

i

A
After the “Powerslave” album? §

| |

Just before ’%omewhere In Time% | felt
| was quiting rock music altogether,
completely.

And why d

Oh, | guess
that everyboga:y else was ngl’*} a
wrong. And fow | know that actq
was right. If f have quit, | should@cve
quit in 1986,} when IRON MAIDEN
done so md:ﬁenr you know, buf‘é
didn't. ;%j
Thank you v§ry much for interviey
great musuc!

$

Thank you, l;:\&e!

This is the ead. Hurry up and
new Bruce Dickinson album

“Skunkworks?. Listen how the
music of 90”§ has to sound lik



Timothy Pure - ‘Strangers in progressive movement'

There are various stylistic elements in
“Fabric Of Betrayal”, like prog rock,
alternative rock and even gothic.
What is the main genre you used to
like?

I think everyone in the band is a fan of
progressive music. I grew up listening to
and preferring the music of PINK
FLOYD, MARILLION, GENESIS, ctc.
r, you are right, there is a blend
of different stylings and influences which
are brought into our sound. We don’t
want to get caught up in
trying to sound like
something clsc.

Howev

“Fabric Of Betrayal”
contains three conceptual
themes, though songs of
each part are somehow
scattered through the whole
album...

Yes, after much discussion we
decided to separate the songs
for the debut album. Some of
the songs are connected to
cach other (in their
appropriate themes) without a
musical break. It scemed a
little awkward and we felt that
being an unknown band, it
might be casier to get radio
play if the songs weren’t sections for
different themes. Also, when the albums
are released, we want the songs to be

“fresh”

Will you put more metal heaviness in

your future songs?

Some of the material we have (not yet

recorded) 1s heavier, but it’s a more
intense and higher energy type of

heaviness, not so

much metal.
The concept
which
contains

Discography:

The Fabric Of Bet

Line

vocals / Chet Jameson - drums / Andre Neitz
= bass / Matthew Still - keyboards, lead vocals

Contact: Isosceles Records, 2480-4 Briarchiff
Rd., Suite 186, Atlanta; GA 30329, USA.
E-mail: isosrecc@mindspring.com.
/www.minspring.com/
~isosrec/timpure.heml

“The Fabric Of Betrayal” is a collection of songs representing three separate themes of work: Scotty

“Legoland” and “Festival” is musically
the heaviest of the themes.

You are the main lyricist of the band,
but music in some cases is written by
other members (Still, Brown). Is it
hard to connect song in the aspect of
both lyrics and music?

Notat all! Which is why we've been
together for six years. The reason 1
became involved with music was to
provide a vehicle for my lyrics. T don’t

write a great deal of music, so this is
idcal for me. Within the first month of
working together, Matt (keyboardist)
played for me the music to “Scotty’s

Castle”. T was so inspired that T had the
lyrics within a couple of days. It was
magic. As soon as we started to play it
with the I_\‘rxg\ lwmg sung, we knew we
needed to work together for a long time
Half of the time the music is written
first. The other half, the lyrics comc
first.

Is it possible to the band with style
like yours be very successful in your
homeland? It seems that people like
more straight bands...

[t is certainly more difficule. Of

course, “grunge” is still

extremely PI)}‘UI‘\['

in the

o

xcerpts of album reviews from various papers and magazines...

...this fill length album by local progressive band is simply fantastic. The aural landscape is sow ell-orchestrated that sometimes it is havd to notice how well each member plays...
the songs are extremely mature and fidll sounding, and the production is on par with, if not better than, many national artists... sometimes dark, sometimes moody, sometimes
hopefid, the depth and talent of TIMOTHY PURE’s music will amaze musicians and Dlease listeners in a way that few bands can” ["Signal”/

musicians.” ["The Delta Collegiate Nev

ve have received more

L'\Pll\ll['L‘ in the Northern States.

States. However,

Actually, we have more success there
than in our home region here in the
Southeast. The European music
community has also been more

ceptive. Everyone tells us, they think
we would be more successful in Europe
than in the States. We will move if we

need to.

Your music hardly fit in a single
category, so perhaps you have had
some intcrcsting evaluations. What
was the most strangest description of
TIMOTHY PURE?

Great question. The strangest probably
was a few years ago, after playing one of
our old singers songs, someone said it
sounded like NEIL DIAMOND!! Some
other bizarre comparisons were:
METALLICA, DURAN DURAN, and
REM. What do any of these bands have
in common? I don’t know!

Are their moments when you feel
yourself creatively exhausted?

Not so much with lyric writing. Since I
prefer to write in themes, all I need is an
inspirational story idea. It may take a
few months, but usually the creativity
follows. Sometimes though, I find it
cxhausting to come up with _creative
bass parts. I am more insecure with my
bass lines so sometimes I find it to be
frustrating.

Do you feel completely expressing
yourself through music?

[ feel Tam able to explore the darker
1ssues more thoroughly. We do tend to
prefer minor keys and more melancholy
subjects. I don’t tend to write a great
deal of “uplifting/happy” songs though.
In many v

ays it’s more challenging
because if you don’t do it well it comes
across as a cliche” and boring. Most of
the more hopeful moments in our songs
arc painted with an underlying chaos

You have a record company Isosceles
Records and it shows that you are
interesting in music industry (besides
the playing) as well?

Yes, we would like to be involved in
different arcas within the industry.
Including producing and engineering
ours and other artists’ material.

What did inspire you
to create a label? A
need to find a
place to release
TIMOTHY
PURE

a sound that is indeed very progessive, even if it does vemain basically songy orviented...” ["Exposc™
barmonies and time signatures that indicate the brilliance of well crafted

album or you have bigger intentions?
Matt and I created Isosceles Records to
be a real, functioning record label. We
are also working with a couple of other
artists and plan on releasing their works.
Matt is also a recording engineer (he just
finished engineering on a new ELTON
JOHN project) and has access to
recording studios. In fact, he mixed our
entire album and we both produced it.
So

we can get other artists mixed and
recorded and produced at very little cost.
Plus, getting involved in different arcas
in the music business increases our
chances of actually making a living off of
this!!

Does it require many resources (time,
finances, etc.) to maintain Isosceles
Records?

Financially, we had to take out a bank
loan to help with the costs. So any
promotions will have financial
restrictions. I'spend a great deal of time
with promotions. The internet has
helped us with exposure around the
world. T believe it has been the single
most beneficial promotional device we
have used.

How would you argue with a person
stating that ‘all this prog rock is pale,
unconvincing and boring’?

1 would simply say that in any music
genre you will find lots of “pale,
unconvincing, and boring” music. But,
you will also find a few ively
inspired artists. Inspiration is not

ALV

confined to type of music.

When can we expect some new stuff
from Isosceles Records?

We might release an EP of live music
recorded by TIMOTHY PURE. Last
summer, we played a music showcase
with ECHOLYN, MASTERMIND,
DISCIPLINE, and CLOUD NINE.
The event was recorded and Matt has
alrcady mixed our portion of the show.
This includes new, unrecorded material.
A double CD with music of all the
bands may be released on Griffin
Records. Matthew (our keyboardist/
recording engineer) has just finished
engineering for ELTON JOHN. Elton is
recording music for an upcoming
Broadway musical. As for different acts
being released on Isosceles Records, we
are working with a couple of acts and
will probably release some work from
them in the next year/year and a half. TlI
keep you informed as things become
confirmed.

(interview by Giedrius)

Castle, Ornament and Riddles, Rhymes and Games. Read

“It’s refieshing to hear new bands that sound like they've never heard a MARILLION record in their life, in fact in the case of Atlanta’s TIMOTHY PURE, my impression is
that they may be strangers to the entire post-progressive movement

“The music the group makes can be dreamy and mellow, yet forcefil, and intricate, with melodies,

»/




Fad

"Paradigma” sounds a bit
pared with our other two

pe{sonally didn't like the
sound we had on “Sender Of

' Thoug%ts", | think that one sounds very
 fat and boring, ha ha ha. | really like
some of the songs on it, but we failed
produchon wise much depending on
ack of expenencz So when we entered
cord "Paradigma”, we

o keep everything
we just plugged in and

 For exampie, on “Sender Of
Thoughts' | where “fiddlin
around” with the guitar sound
for about a whole day until |
was satisfied! | also used only
Masa Boogie amps on that
one, that | had borrowed.
But on “Paradigma” | just
used my own Marshall amps
and the guitar sound took
only about 15 seconds to fix,
| juts looked at the stuff and
strum a chord and that was it!
Honestly. So everything was
pretty straight forward this time.

Perhaps one of the reasons of a bit
another style is production of Mike
Wead (CANDLEMASS, KING
DIAMOND, MEMENTO MORI,
ABSTRAKT ALGEBRA)?

Of course, Mike was a big help in the
studio. It all began on the Black Mark
Festival Tour'95 in Germany including
CEMETARY, MEMENTO MORI,
MORGANA LEFAY and TAD
MOROSE. Mike asked us if he could
co-produce our next album, because he
thought that we sounded so much
better, rawer and much more powerful
live that on our albums.

{ don't think that “Paradigma” would
have $Sun‘de§ so much different without
{bg,'was a big help when it

| don't know if you heard that Kiille,
our vocalist, left us to join

_ we've been looking for | mean, Krlle s

good singer and he is not exactly
/ to replace, but this guy... well,
very good to say the least. But we

~ haven't really decided yet, cause we

want to be sure that everything works.

Was TAD MOROSE a successful
project from the beginning? When
did you felt that your band was going
to break through? (Aficr the deal
with Black Mark, after the second
album, etc...) What were other
highpoints of your musical carrier?
Ha ha ha, TAD MOROSE has never

been successful. Of course, everytime

you release a new album you think that

TAD MOROS!E

it's going to happen something. But this
far, there hasn't happened to much so
we are still struggling.

Highlights, well, of course signing with
Black Matk, getting a record deal was a
childhood dream come true. But you
got to be very careful cause there is a
lot of people out there trying to take
away your dream. The tour in Germany
was also a highlight, especially the show
in Trier in the south of Germany, and of
course, when MTV's Headbanger's
Ball team joined us in Bedin.

Being voted “Record of the month" in
major European metal magazines feels
pretty Ok too.

What were your motivations for taking
namely song “Lost In Time"
for the videoclip?

ke tour and it wasn't
of course, Portnoy,
d Petrucci are real good

| really like their playing,

miss Kevin Moore.

ycu?
Kiistian Wahli

covers. He is.

really manages to do that for us.

It's kind of funny because we use to
send him some shitty rehearsal tapes
before we enter the studio so that he
get to hear the music. So he listens to
the music and paint whatever he feels
like.

Listening to your music and searching
in mind for more/less similar bands |
found DREAM THEATER,
YNGWIE MALMSTEEN and
MEMENTO MORI. What do you

think of each of these acts?

| like all of them, but | prefer the two
first albums of each of them such as
“When Dream And Day Unite” and
*Images And Words” with DREAM
THEATER, but | don't like their latest
release “Awake”, the only cool thing on
that one is the intro for the song

*Mirror”.

WARNING were the opening

 cndthe ol

| saw YNGWIE MAUMSTEEN live a

couplz of months ago in a small clubin

adty nea;by and he really ki

| think he is a pretty cool quy after ofl

But yet again | prefer his two hrst
albums as well, “Rising Force” and
“Marching Out”.

| really liked MEMENTO MORI's
two first albums as well, they are all
nice guys and we had a lot of fun on
the Black Mark Festival Tour,
unfortunately both Snowy and Messiah
were out of the band at that time, it
would have been codl to get to know
them. Their new drummer Billy and
vocalist they had on that tour, Skefan,
were also pretty cool dudes.

| don't like the new MEMENTO
MORI album featuring Kiille on vocals,
but I'm sure a lot of people will like it
and maybe I'm not the right person to
judge it if you know what | mean.

What do you think about popularity
of power metal? [t seems that now it
feels stronger than, say, three of years
ago...
Yeah, | agree with you and as far as |
have heard from friends in the US, it's
going to be huge again. In fact, US
metal magazine called “Chrome”
released a compilation CD titled
"Resurrection of True Metal” featuring
some real good power metal bands such
as IVANHOE, ZAXAS,

ELDRITCH, MYSTIC FORCE, etc.
we are also included with the song
“Where Dreams Collide” taken from
“Paradigma”.

Here in Bolnaas power metal has always
been huge, it never went away.

Any comments about your land-/
labelmates MORGANA LEFAY and
HEADS OR TALES? Why do Black
Mark pick up melodic metal bands
moslly from Sweden?

Well, | guess that you could say that
we know the guys in MORGANA
LEFAY pretty well, we rehearse in the

TAD MOROS

Bl;
Swedish metal bands, |
whatever they believe in.

effect to you? How it was e
how it is now?

but we all grew up ]istening t
like BLACK SABBATH, IRON.
MAIDEN, JUDAS PRIEST,
ACCEPT, ANVIL, TYGERS OF

PAN TANG, KING DIAMOND,
MERCYFUL FATE, DEEP PURPLE
RAINBOW, etc. and we sti

the same music.

good as well.

Do you listen to more aggressive.
forms of metal than heavy/power?
Peter, our drummer, listens a lot to .
bands like G/Z/R, FEAR FACTORY,

etc. | can't understand him, ha h
Some of the "harder” bands that | like
is PANTERA, MESSUGAH,
MACHINE HEAD, etc., but | guess
tal as

lhak you could call them powe:
well, | don't know.

What kind of band would you form if
there was no TAD MOROSE'
If there was no TAD MORO:!
that | would form a band that would
sound pretty similar, maybe a
though.

What will be your main acti
the rest of this year?

We will soon make up our minds abo
our new singer and continue to wiite
new material for our next albui cf .
toplay
more live. A world wide tour as thi
support band for BLACK SABB, =
wouldn't be too bad, ha ha ha. Maybe
we will get the chance to come to.
Lithuania and play, who knows. Unti
then, TAKE CARE AND ST,
HEAVY AS HELL!

hopefully we will get the chan

(interview by Giedlus)

Discography:

Leaving The Past Behind (1993/Black Mark)
Sender Of Thoughts (1995/Black Mark)
Paradigma EP (1995/Black Mark)

Line-up:

Krunt - guitar / Modden - bass / Peter - drums / Kiille - vocals / Frippe - guitar

Contact

Christer Anderson, Box 215, 5-82122 Bolinaas, Sweden

melodic powerful heavy metal
interview with Chris Anderson
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d Inthe
previous issue of "€dge Of
Time" (GALACTIC COWBOYS
interview) | talked about
Houston scene. This time | am
presenting you Madison
(Wisconsin) scene, which in the
beginning of 90-ties had several very
interesting bands. The most known of
them, of course, LAST CRACK. Thanks to
the exceptional lyrics/intensive voice of the
eccentric frontman Buddo and psychedelic,
complex guitar tunes, their second album
"Burning Time" (1991, the first record
"Sinister Funkhouse #17" was released in
1989) is one of the best all-times releases
for me so far. As Buddo left (later he joined
two bands WHITE FEAR CHAIN and MIND
OX which have broken up already), the
fate of the biggest Madison hope was
clear. "Runheadstartscreaming (demo
sessions 93-94)" released in 1994 with
new singer didn't help neither. LAST CRACK
broke up, and never got a bigger
recognition, though Buddo himself in one
of the interviews made in 1991 said: "I
hope that success won't visit us soon,
therefore there will be a good feeling in
the band. When we will miss it, we will
broke up. Everything that becomes too big
looses the sense.” Right words, that are
actual today, when in metal scene almost
everything is controlled by money and
media. Not long time lived and another
Wisconsin group REAWM, that played
progressive speed metal. After two albums
"€ndless War" (1988) and "Suiciety"
(1990) the end came to it as well.
When | wrote to the last known to me

Mas Optica - "Wild, intensive and natural’

Became very
progressive, in the REAM
vein, not as fast as them stylisticolly.
We 've finally settled in or found our sound
in the lost 4 or 5 years, keeping the
heaviness and power of those metal
bandss, but have a whole different angle of

approach now. It's not o PANTERRA heavy,
more like o "Bobe I'm Gopna leave You -
LED ZEPPELIN heavy. This heaviness is not
olwoays a guitar thing, it's the emotions in
the music as o band. "] would describe MAS
OPTICA not only as a heavy band, but also
as a very intensive band. Namely in this
polnt they remind me of mentioned LAST
CRACK. "We ve had a few references to

Madison band MAS OPTICA, | was a bit
surprised when | got their answer, that the
group was still alive. Surprised, because
their last and only CD “Choose To See
More” was released already in 1992, After
that there was almost no hear about them.
So | used the opportunity and asked o
couple of questions. And got some
knowledge from band's history. Guitarrist
Paul Finley revealed some facts unknown
to me. "Weve been jomming together for
10 years now. Brad (Hazelton - drums) and
Randly (Diderrich - vocals/guitar) were
school friends, our original bassist Rick is
Randly’s brother, l.was found thru an add
by Rick". By the way, the name of their
new bassist is Jonathan Kraus and this is
the first personnel change in the band.
‘Started out playing £-guitars metol band's
tunes: IRON MAIDEN, JUDRS PRIEST METALLICA.

LAST CRACK with "Choose To See More”. We
both have two guitarists that rorely
are playing the same thing; more
two parts that make up the
whole. Both vocal styles
are similar in the opproach
of using all the ranges of
the voice, speaking to
singing, and are more
melodiic than the Rob
Zombie school of voice. (AST
CRACK made a big impression
on us as to the effectiveness of a
great band, what they can really
change in you. | think we wanted similor
things out of the music we ploy. Other
artists that inspire us? €ndless list, of
course, but BLACK SABBATH is o favorite,
NEIL YOUNG, THE BERTLES. We love the
bands with more thon one side, and the
effectiveness of a great band versus a broing
band with a great guitarist.” Effectiveness of
MAS OPTICA lies more in characteristic to
them wild, natural touch and Spanish motifs,
often used in "Choose To See More”. “Correct
you are! | think the Spanish hints there are o
rhythmic touch, not an obvious element, but
underlying. As for as that wild or natural
touch, that's definitely o deliberote
approach. We do a lot of writing ot Brad's
fomily cottage up North in Wisconsin, the
lakes, the forests. This tranquility and
environment definitely rubs off. o band like
BLACK SABBATH - especially in eorlier years,
has a very dark sound inspired from their
bleak, industrial neighborhoods in €ngland,
the opposite usvolly of what were coming
from. “The influence of surrounding is strongly
visible not only MAS OPTICA's music, but also
in their lyrics, for instance, “Dying Season” or
"My House Is Green". Though from other side
"Choose To See More" had some more
intensive lyrics in more philosophic themes
("T.B.A."), sometimes transforming into
dramaticism ("Way Out”). Randy: '/ write
about 90% of the lyrics. | try to write in a
waoy thot will moke people think. we re
definitely a thinking man/womans band. "
To the question, what does it mean the
word "middle” repeated very often in his
lyrics, Randy answered: "Your
thoughts, mind, heart,
conscience.”

Let's get back to 1992,
MAS OPTICA's label Red decibel,
which released “Choos To see More" in
USA, couldn't find the distribution for it in
€urope. Paul contacted industry people he
knew in €urope to see if they had some
options. CHANNEL ZERO's manager Didier
de Man was the person responsible for
contacting MAS OPTICA to Rising Sun, that
released the (D in €Europe. "Red Decibel is
not officially folded, but just about. Our
€European label Rising Sun, based in
Germany, opted to do only our "Choose To
See Moore” (D, it hasn 't sold well, around
5000 worldwide. Which is small in the
business sense, but also were optimistic
inthe fact we don't know 5000 people
either!

of MAS OPTICA themselves evaluate their old
material, | mean, "Choose...", and what songs
do seem to them not outdated. ‘7 think "Dying
Season’, "The Feeling” and "T.B.A." are the
standouts, definitely. | know I felt we broke
into some new teritory musically with a song
like "Dying Season’: That song caplures o
sound and vibe thot stems into numerous new
songs of ours. "

In purpose to make this article more
interesting | switched to things, not related to
music. The First, which came ot my mind was
to ask Paul about religion and belief, that
should be important for a band like MAS
OPTICA (at least, | think so). “This is an
unexpected question, but oddlly enough we ve
been asked it several times ot least in

previous interviews. | on't think you'd
bother to ask very band: certain band
reach certain areas. Other than Brad, we
all believe. The degree to which you allow
God to affect your actions in life permiates
everyone differently.  Other theme, that
was interesting especially for me and
that perhaps is not alien to Madison
scene is a concept of
"eccentricity”. And how does an
eccentric person should look like?
"Definitely not monotone or flat.
Very dramatic in everything they
do or wear, usually not just one
facet of their personalities. Usually o

€urope was under 2000, the U.S. around
3000. | really wish we could have gotten to
play in €urope, i think that could have
tumed things around a lot. “These days to
get a contract perhaps is even harder than
several years ago, because innovatory
bands often are ignored by companies,
that will rather select those, who are
flowing with the stream and can bring the
income. ‘Well, we don't have any concrete
leads either in U.S. or €urope at the
moment. We get in touch with anyone
whenever a lead comes vp, wherever they
are. We plan to record a few more songs,
then we can go at if again. Creatively
however, things coulon't be better! Our new
songs are very powerful emotionally - be
they loud or quiet. We really feel we're
pulling out some great music. The live
shows are also equally satisfying!”As a
proof Paul sent me some of the new songs.
Considering those tracks, it can be said,
that new MAS OPTICA compositions
perhaps are more calm, but makes even
more solid impression than "Choose.
material. Such sensitive ballads as "Sinister
Sunshine” or the atmosphere of a little bit
nostalgic "Aliens” makes me fascinated by
this band once again. It is

interesting, how musicians

lot of detail; in a good way, 1 think".
Well, just about all, but | was also curious why
has MAS OPTICA left Madison (Wisconsin) and
moved to frison, at the same time leaving
dead the scene of that town. ‘Mumerous
reasons for sure, to live in another part of the
world, escape winter, get to a thriving music
scene, did all we could in Wisconsin, etc.
Although it ends up beeing too hot for our
liking we ve now discovered! 120 Farenheit is
not funny my friend. Gotta find the happy
medium somewhere. Arison olso has a lot of
natural beauty, to it as well, which again, is
an important element of our sound, other-
wise we might be in a place like New York.
We grew up in the country side - more or

less - and we'll try to stoy around it. which is
neat with Phoenix, which is basically where
we live, ‘coz the city doesn't take long to
escape from and then be in some beautiful,
vast area.”
Some lost words? “The band is definitely
seeing dark times in the business sense, yet
our creative element is on fire, sadlly ironic.
But | feel a responsibility with my music as
well as a personal joy and satisfaction. | won't
be giving up anytime soon. " What else should
I do is to recommend you to purchase their
only "Choose To See More”, which is really up-
to-date and is capable to give you many
pleasant moments. Support this band ‘cause
they need your support!
Contact: MAS OPTICA, /o Paul Finley, lizo S.
Sycomore #2827, Meso, RZ 85208, USA
(article/interview by Sigitas)

already before two months, in
stores tickets weren't seen for two
weeks, but at Eindhoven's train
station there were no problems to
buy them from old drunkards. At
first they offer a ticket for 120
guldens, later take off price to
50. Evangelical proclaimers hang
around and shout at the
metalheads “Devil hates you!”.

The first check-up took place
before getting in the bus (which
drives to the event place - the
former military airport). It
appeared, that it was not allowed
to bring glass-ware. | didn’t know
that and having lots of bottles of
beer, was forced to drink them in
record speed by the bus. So |

reaks up complefely, ;
This faz {vlat%':\:bk “only

in the first' day ku ds were
far from beiigugngg

Organizers have.sold tickefs
RS

travelled already in a lively mood
and AMORPHIS was playing in
the bus.

The second unexpected surprise -
it appeared, that it is not possible
to hire a tent. Nothing remained
but to spend the night in the
wash-room, lying in a pool of
water.

The first day takes place at
Campsite - a stage under a roof.
During the daytime only several
hundreds look at the bands, the
maijority spends time in the bars
and discoclubs, where mainly
METALLICA and TYPE O
NEGATIVE play. At that time on
stage VIOLENCE are playing - a

upon a time. Now
they are called TORQUE and
obviously like PANTERA. But they
don’t gather the audience. The
first Campsite day mainly
presented NY hardcore bands
and the difference between them
wasn't big indeed. Only SKREW
from Texas puts in the right mood
- though their music in both latest
albums sounds better in studio,
than live. “Youth Against Christ”
propagators ALTAR with their
fuckin’ death drives away to get
beer.

Dutch ORPHANAGE become one
of the hooks of that day - their
melodic doommetal is perfectly
made for live performance and

the mood of their music is
beginning to fit to the
surroundings, because rain
already is started and drunk
metalheads hardly raises up from
the ground. One of the pioneers
of industrial metal - PITCH
SHIFTER - dispel that mood far
away, but FEAR FACTORY, seen a
month ago, at stage seem much
stronger.

“ommmDoo
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And al least the turn comes to, in
y opinion, the strongest bund of
e night - Liverpool’s ¢
NATHEMA, which, believ ,n‘?e
" sounds much better thand

‘way, reminds of
his favorite bands
SCORPIONS and
WARLOCK.

I successfully broke own

Though. before falling as|
heard some noise.
In-the second day action tras

to the main stage. It is a litle
u:mfort smte from theltarly:
R
has a f“\"\ﬂ
rst bands - for
Dynamo currency (1 munt =
guld body buys beer,
h is predatory expensive - $2
0.33l can. Willy-nilly | have to
hold in a sober state and to
observe how drunk Germans
Ik already at 9am. The
ority here are Germans and |
can assure than at least 89% of
them go here to drink beer, but
not see the bands. At the meeting
place in the centre of Dynamo
town | notice with joy the obscene
Russian note. In the city of tents
the communist flag of USSR flies.
Before all the grounds will get
into the whole one mud, you can
walk in Dynamo small town,
which is full of metal shops,
tattooing masters, food stores,
bars, discoclubs, also tents with
sign of hash. As in Holland in
general -
smelling lhe hash.

2,75

you are surprised not

Image of the audience varies
from Panterish military clothes
(the ority here) to bloody
ragged punks. At noon all are wet
and dirty - the mud is everywhere.
Getting near stage | hardly can
recognize that GALACTIC
COWBOYS are playing. They
played their short 40 minutes set
really well. The next at the stage
are Canadians YOIVOD - one of

s

the biggest culls of mine for
years. They traditionally throw' a
scouple of words towards the
“Fuckin’ weather”, Both these

bands had to be closer to
- -4
"

clouds. JUDAS PRIEST
‘eult, the- new band

Everyone can fo"ow‘
PANTERA'; }loo(steg ai
s not the best choice. &

expenence on stagé - is™
tqﬂmﬂely desfroyed and?

best 40 mmuls
) P

of the show, especially when they
played a song from “Always”.

SAVATAGE began their new tour
and seemed good, but
GOREFEST disappointed - their
“Soul Survivor” is a cult, no
doubt, but live it is an ordlnury
slow death metal... Nevertheless,
the crowd draws up to the stage.
Bonfires appear. VENOM is
coming.

What the hell do VENOM still
make in the music? Even if they
played their old legendary stuff
(remember “Black Metal”2), they
already got bellies, and all what
remained is the title. And even if
they played really bad, the show
was made irreproachably. Lots of
money and little of music.

In the third day punk gangs
waited for EXPLOITED.
Organizers noticed - “They play
metal”, and | guess they were
correct. Are EXPLOITED the same
old anarchists? Also | should
mention Swedes DRAIN - female
variant of ALICE IN CHAINS -
rules! (By the way, they, by some
reason, were joined to the same
tour with FEAR FACTORY). PRO-
PAIN, CHANNEL ZERO and, after
all, SLAYER - all that was in the
fest too. Organizers decided that
SLAYER’s CD of punk covers
sucks and demanded to play old
cuts. SLAYER is SLAYER, they are
really as old as VENOM, and
after 14 years of their creation
they still rule the situation. SLAYER
finished Dynamo Open Air
festival where participated

bands and undetermined amount
of listeners. Though it was
enough, since all the territory
after the concert seemed like after
a strong battle.

(by Audr

Ta(es From Ho”an

FOST IN MISERY is one of the
bands creating the musie which
must be discoveredias it is ayery
interesting mixture of metal,
gothic, indic feclings with female
yocals. They've recorded two
demos and the €D must be out in
months. T ll\nnul only to their
2nd demo

first and ir’s §

refease of the

recorded so pe

to meet this 1

to Tilburg, chi

rehearsal roor

As-cverything,
lare Friday I ¢
roon - the g
they need her

The first parcof getting along was
the rehearsal - I must ensure

you that the stuff you hear

on the rapes sounds as good
in-the reh. room, and the

new songs-show the

growing musical puumial

of the group, And, well, it's

so loud - 'm sure Ih1( the

cows bfﬂllllb near this room
know LOST IN MISERY 'music by
memory quite good.

The second part'was the interview
and we started from Jopking back
to the past.

Rob: Evorything started 10 years ago
in another band which played heavy
music aud later ou it developed to
LOST IN MISERY. Actually LOST
IN MISERY was founded i 1990,
the first dewmo vecovided i 92, it was
called the smme as the group.
Audrius: Have you financed this
demo by: yourse

Gerbens Yes, we paid evivytlnng ond
e 000 copies-of it. “Lost in
Misery™ was o sontly’s despo i
Anrdsclock” and “Mezal Hanoner?.
Later-we vecovded our second demo
“Trapic Rowgnee”, The singjer was
the same as on the Ist demo, but later
there were some changes in our line -
up agud the new singer come (the first
stugper: is in Awieriea now - A. ), then
left and sow wé have the thivd,

Az Was the financial aspect of the
2nd demo as good as with the first
demo?

R Well, we vecorded 000 copies
ajpainand they aye absolutelly sold ont
naw. Thyeve weve many iuestions for it
but we didut like to st pressingy once
Hore.

A:: Where do you sell most of your
production?

Re: The bipgrest part = in Germapy,
Belginm is quite good oo, a couple of
copies in Cuba, Traly, Switzerland
and Lithuania (one or two).

A, Lyrix, do you have the main
coneeption, what influcnces you
most?
G.: Lyrix ave mostly about doubt, for
exanmiple - “Du T ”l’ll!llﬂ = wbosst
existance, doubt. Our lyrix: itve not-
bolizical or velisyions, juse pevsonal
thingys, We prefere s songys, sait byvix:
(At this time the owner of tie.
rehearsal room bringgs some beer-aud.
“Coca cala” =noboddy drinkes eoliy for
sure, and in iy vecorder L hear the
blissful sounds of beev = dvinking).

A.: Well. you reconded your 2nd
demo in 1993 and 3 years have
passed, what were youwrdaoing all
this time?

R.: We buve bad many plans, tryings
to vecord the thivd demo but sonichow
we never successed, also we had sone
probleas with vocals. The second
singye; we did a couple of syigys with hey,
she sy good, bt we dudn’t et along
personally,
A (rurning E
new singer):
this group, 1s ifithy

&

one pop ymu/r fm a ‘\u‘n it

anmsic like Bryan Adam:

A.: Strange. .. Bryan Adamsg
LOST-IN MISERY - finally whae
music do you like more?

E.: Murad e
A.: S0, nOW YOu 416

R s, 5 new songs ¢
the old songys, all the sonps orevery .
lonyr. We ave it the grongrwbich writes
the sonsy in one week, we wiite the
conieeprion, then vehearse and charige
everything until weqre savisfied. The
new soryys gve nore welodse (More
acoustic - (7,)

A. Now let’s talk about your favorite
bands. . (silence, whisperings)
Eddy: PSYCHOTIC WALTZ winybe
(Euthusiasnm it my fiace).

A.: Wow; I haven't scen their CD wo
buy here in Holland, is it popular
group here?

R.; Not very known, it’s sndevground
biand. (Discussions which album of
PSYCHOTIC WALTZ is the best).
G.: Also MANILLA ROAD;
METALLICA. . .

A.: Have you heard their “Load”
album; it’s really bad I think.

G.: Estill like it; the way Hefield sings.
A.: And image - it isn’t the old
METALLICA. ..

500G Music, nor the tage is the most
*Bpportant for me. But it’s strouge

anyway, they ave gyetvinyy old, maybe -

~follawinyy the vrend.

A.: How is underground scene in
Holland, arc there many zines and
how many CI'’s you can'sell in your
country?

R.: There ave mnny bands really, and.
the below pare of Holland has miuch
more meral fins, wetal is quite popular
leve: We lwe one bigy magragine - it’s
“Metal Hummer” anddots of loeal
ifies.

Sacha: As for scllisygy CD’s - you can sell
1000:Cd’s here.

A.+Not $o bad situation; so maybe
it's possible for metal mus;

Hrom y |
¥ very U
% posil

Dymnamo Open Aiv / Lost In Misery

by pronpsfike GOREFEST or THE
GATHERING = they've jjot- the snusic
and jobaudd ouly then they ean,
A,

Az One of the biggest metal
festivals in Holland'is “Dynamo
Open Au‘ What do vou think

estival, but it’s
arown so biy, i early
bsinply take o cor; o
s o o back
icket costed oy ore
iy - v the ticker
casts fift]
A But
vu)pk

music b

jeems thar the most

ere not ta listen to

o drink beer; and there
cople in the bars than
fic:

cre ave iy Gernans.
B! lnsts 3 days, most
veaple are gty vived, and then -
beer, another beer; another beer, joint.

Rz Many people.come lieve for 1 or 2
faverite bands, and are not jutervested
1 the vest of the festival, #'’s one of
the ways of gerting together.

A.: Did you like VENOM this
year?

Gz Lliked the show, but I dow's like
black wetal, inavbe'in the early days
it was bevter; but sow it’s getting o
bit trendy: And I don’e Jike satanic
stuff.

A.: The main style in Dynamo,
Open was Paneerisf, Biohazardish
hardcore. Your thoughts abouit this
style?

R.: We playedwith BIOHAZARD.
And. . . we liked the stuff. (Yeah, this
seuff suonds

maech better live - A.)

A.: Do you play many gigs?

R Xes, miany local gyis - in: Holland,
Belyrissin. Not very bigy festivals,
somtetines you can expect only 20
peaple in the club.

A Maybe you are releasing
something new now?

R.: The Ist CD nusst be ot Iter: this
year We are goingy 2o the studio this
autwmn-and record the albun, CD
will-contain the néw songs olso some of

“ the old material. We will finaiecit by

ourselves and “Hammerheare” will
take all the distribution.

At Well, the intie is creeping ro irs
end. What do you think about
hash?

R.: It%s nice in times.

E.: It isvery good.

R.2 WE like hasly somietimes, be likes it
very much. It s good that-bash i legol
i Holland.

S. L dnw’s like it.

Az Your opinien about sports?
R.: T hare sports. 1 like huting spots,
Az Even football?

Ro; Yes, Fhase foorball, I'like having
football.

A.: Maybe you, ve got hobbies,
favorite drinks?

Re: Music is our bobby, and beer (lots
of beey) is favorite drink, - Holland,
Belgivan beer.

A.: Have you tried Czech beer?lt's
the best-one in the world.

R.: Czech beer? You con’t et it here,
maybe you've got it? No? 8o get it.
(The discussion abust plans to go to
Praba for-a giy and to drink beer
bere)

A.: S0 the rime hds come - your
final words. . ; (Esther
beginscoughing, and

they are trying to prove me it's the
final word).

G.: Follow your heart..,

R.: And keep followiryy ass.

Line-up:

Rob - drnms
Sacha ~bass
Eddy - guitars
Gerben - guitars
Esther - mva

"redigheren Laan 59;
B ilbwrg, Holland,
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Welcome to the blandnew section in'the pages of “Edge Of
Time", that i§ &'mediey of dmerent things, which-have one
common feature < deals with Mmusfé and undérground.

Namé 5f BAPHOMET is quite known in'the underground and-at I€ast I'have in my
hands one issue of it. 1t is #12 (28 Ad'pages, $5); thal have quite a bunch ot
Interviews with acts like THERION, MYTHOLOGICAL:COLD TOWERS,
DEGCEASED,-ENSEAVED and.other,not so many Teviews (as | could expect),
usual layout and (surprise!) some adicles/ifiterviews on movie and literature.
Emanwelo Sika ia Figave 3, 00185 Roma, ity y
COSMIC CHAOZ stylistically is a fittle bit stmilar to Fight Amnesia, but hasimore
interviews: For #2 (40 A5 pages) questioned afe BEYOND DAWN
CONTINGENGE, FRONTLINE ASSEMBLY andINTO THE ABYSS. As well
revieWs; inforimation on Dunkel Prodictions. Fing-publication of DUNKEL:HEIT

mbers with focus on efectronic-industrial and some metal.

ce 29, 045y ( stu, Norisay

o Besdes paper publu:ahon that youare:acoustomed 10; there exist internet press,

and DEAD ANGEL is one of the-monthly e-zifies. Eachiissue of it features an
interview withindependent labeland band from it, seviews of books, fiovies and
music. No.musical bounbaries - every style.is welcome!

el ita o0 un i ellgn com

FIGHT;AMNESIA'i5 pliblished'by German goths INTO THE ABYSS and 48 (48 AS
*,pagéls 3DM or 24RC) as usual is full of ads; veviews and.information; Musically

“ Fight Ampesia deals with gotfiic; electronicand metal. 49 (60 AS)is out too and

{hcludes more interviews (w/-amiong others NEPHILIM, SON OF WILLIAM,
Misarthrapy Reds), concert reviews and less musical reviews - in all quite a lot

“-interesting stuff to read,

HRihein cr Sir I VD D425V Darn ol Gefmony

METAL CORE #21 (A4/50 pages, $4.(USA), $5 (World)) is in full 100% percent
devoted to yhderground and mostly focused on contents (in fagt, no layout here -
just plain text). This issueis worth of checking out:because of very interesting in-
depth interviews with Jeff Wagner/Relapse, Wild Rags, editors of fanzines
“Subversive Agenda” and “Metal Curse”, bands GODSEND and DEATHRUNE
Besides that - demo/album seviews and coritact fist

NChpy Fophes, 43 Carriage Lang Alarlin. N7 OX053-1109, US|

METAL CURSE #9 js 40 Ad pages of width and contains 600-hundreds of
teviews... They are brief and laconiic, in general the publication is-focused on

deathy/doom/blackmetal (though other kinds of stuff.appear) and contains
intenlieWs with SADUS, ABOLISHER, NEGROSIS, HYPOCROSY,

" TEMPERANCE, GONKULATOR, VARATHRON and Earache Records: More

@ersﬂy i layout shauld be verydesirable, and.as Ray promised that it will be
rgahze ice -§3 (USA), $4 (world)) ‘

PO Hox 503 F [ Kok 23165150302, U84

NEAR DARK s fanzine from:Swieden.and #3 (40 A4 pages) have interviews with
diferent underground barids; some of them rise a feeling of distrust, however the

~most of chals are rather funny to 10 read. Editors'miimbie against hardcore and
Sblack méfal trend, don'tafraid to:smash heroes when reviewing. You will not gat a.
**.whole view on the gurrént undergrdund music, but you will find some enjoyable

moments fo redd.

Kiarlyakiug, I Loadgupin 63432 33 5w iivall, S cden: 4

4 A4 pages hewsletier NETHERWORDS #3 includes friany well-writtén reviews on
*. progressive, power, speed-and thrash me!a#plus some lines of several zines and
live shows. If this music is your cup of (ea; you might be interested in purchasing it
16t stamp {in USA) or.one.buck orso, {. guess (if you don't live there).

e un DOl 613 S Narend i T vey Abiambra, ¢4 W01, USa
POWER & MIGHT, - power/prog metal newsletter-done by ex-Faith fahzine editors.
No stuff tike ANAL CUNT, just real metal with some columns devoted fo heavier

«deathrock. #1.(4 A4 pages, available for. 1|RC: (Europe), 2/RCs (USA)) includes

reviews; some info'on othet prog publications plus interview with highly acclaimed
Australian prog mtl-band VAUXDVIL . #2 contents is simildr, just there are some
fanzine/magazine reviews plus chat With French powér mtf band DREAM CHILD.
44 Ay Dadd Lian i930: 9336 0N eally<Pluisanve; Fran

SENTINEL STEEL #2 is very thick (70‘pages, $5) and-full-of INFORMATION on
power - traditional melodic’mtl - progimil: Denis Gulbéy made a tremendous job
and delivered a fantastic resuft:{ don't knur« where'else you:can find such amount
dfin-depth material on melodic metal bands.". This issue includes interviews with
people:from Noise and Metal:Blade plus bandsTike ANGRA, HEAVEN'S GATE;.
SAVAGE GRACE; DEATH S8 and CHASTAIN Besiges that Denis Have a
mailorder catalog with'many intetesting itemis! ;

B0 Box (33 Ruckaw a¥eXT 0TX06,1/5

SHADOWLAND #1 (A5/32 pages) mainly features gothic'scene.and have
intérviews with FUNHOUSE, DIE LAUGHING, anticle on. THY. SINISTER BOOM,
news dnd reviews. Reminiscent o zines like “Fight Amnesia” and *Cosmic Chaoz',
this one looses a bit in'quantity of information and layout quality. Nevertheless,

- goths should find tBlere some interesting information.

13 risavtelois Sir., 122N idaklio sAThens, Gregde

UNDERGOUND ZINE SCENE (#5140°A4 pages 1'$2) ismore like a catalog of
reviews, first-af all; of various calibre fanzines; from deathvblack to punk, all inall

classified in & ealegories. Plus some demo/album feviews. In its cantents and

wiiting style it renfinds of dutch well known and already dead newsletter
Underground Scene Report. Though 'zine scene! is thicker, and with more focus on
press reviews; than'on music.

Tih Ridge, 16 B Wain St Sebewaing, MI 35759, 051

A MIND CONFUSED “Poems For A Darker Soul"
A good demo tape released by Near Dark
Productions. A MIND CONFUSED are from
Norway and play dark & fast metal, combining
elements of heavy metal, speed, death and
black, and carrying a flavor of haze and dark
storms. One of the better demo tapes from
dark metal areas recently. 5USD.

@)

tape

_, highlight
« of the

« issue

ARCANUM “The Spoken Scream”

| didn't have any doubts putting a “tape
highlight of the issue” label to this tape of
American duo. What does make them so
special, when the market is overflowing of
various kinds of light electropop? ARCANUM
conquers with a subtle romantic edge, which
along with danceable rhythms leaves a
listener excited. Computer drums are a little bit
harsh and prevent the band from similarities to
acts like DEPECHE MODE. Sometimes songs
become more dramatic, sometimes slow
down, thus dynamics certainly don't suffer.
Take in mind that ARCANUM besides
keyboards use guitars! CD is coming out in
this summer

@)

BARRIADA “A.S.D.F.”

They are a Japan metal band and their roots
go back in 1989. "A.S.D.F " is the follow-up to
promo tape "Barrada 1* and brings us some
intensive Bay Area type thrash metal,
reminiscent to ANTHRAX and older-stricter
DEATH ANGEL. 4 songs will excite good
emotions 1o thrash metal fans

(G)

BODYBAG “Pain For Nausea”
Fourcutsofiearingapariidealessgrndingdeathmetal
Wannagetit? ContactRelapse.

@)

CRYPTIC WINTERMOON “Voyage Dans La Lune”
This joumey to the moon, performed by
German band, leads to quite controversial
conclusions. From one side, there is a strong
focus on gothic style with nice synths &
melodies and from other - hoarse, almost
hardcorg'ish vocals. And we don't have
PYOGENESIS here - CRYPTIC
WINTERMOON are different, combining
various styles from doom to deathrock, HC.
There are no efforts to be heavy, therefore
lighter moments add a peculiar charm. My
personal point: not too much enthusiastic
about vocals performance, but the music is
fine.

@)

DARK AGE "Undying Existence"

Itis the first demo tape of this French band,
which already played with such known acts
like LOUDBLAST and MISANTHROPE. In

*Undying Existence” we hear basically usual
death metal, which can be accepted by the
fans of style, but hardly by others.

@)

DEIFICATION “A New God Has Been Created”
Itis a death metal and listening to it feels the
same as watching the same ordinary movie
for, say, 30th time. No peculiar complains
about technical skills of musicians, but
stylistically they drown in the sea of faceless.
@)

DEPTH BY PERCEPTION “Chaos And Creation”
Mark Baker and Anja's project recorded three
compositions long tape, where ambient music
makes a listener feel like flying in that well
known tunnel between life and death. (No
jokes here). A suitable music to dive into at
midnight hours, or, to make the long story
short, a quality ambient.

(G)
tape
highlight
of the
issue
DIPHTHERIA promo’95

Imagine my gloomy face putting this tape on
cassette-player. Knowing the name of the
band and nothing more | expected death/grind
kind of stuff. And how WRONG | was! This five
piece outfit from Cyprus offers nice and well
performed heavy metal in the best traditions of
IRON MAIDEN (*Powerslave” era)! The style
itself isn't new, but | really have to admit that |
have longed for it. Melodic, fast, without
rock'n’roll “i don't care i just play” approach,
rather with lyrical incline - just all that, what |
personally should like fo see in heavy metal
They are worth to release a CD and hopefully
they will remain as fresh, as they are now.
Listening to the music don't come thoughts
that it is an outdated style - and it's not
because of female vocals in episodes, piano
or other originalities, it's because of energy
gushing out of the songs! You can get this
recording by sending a blank tape plus 2 IRCs.
Or maybe some bucks to cover the tape and
poslage.

(@)

DOWNER “Swell”

This Australian group already has a CD
“Grater Scrape” (1994) and “Swell" is their 5
songs tape recorded live at 8 tracks studio. It
is intensive and energetic death metal with
PANTERA'ish grooves. Nothing stunning in
stylistic aspect, but enjoyable for every fan of
aggressive metal forms.

@)

EISENGRAU “L’Aperitif De La Mort”

The Belgian underground project in their tape
presents 4 tracks of atmospheric dark electro
with ambient soundscapes. Everything is
performed and presented in a very
underground way, but is quite promising and
should interest appropriate labels
Unfortunately cover doesn't provide with lyrical
concept of the band (which should be
interesting). 200 Belgian francs.

G)

ETERNITY Sampler

Itis a free sampler tape of American metal
band ETERNITY that contains excerpts of
songs from all four their releases: new CD
“Mind Games", previous tape album “Zodiac"
and two EPs - “.. After The Silence” and “The
Never Ending Dream". The band really meets
all the requirements of good prog metal group
and surpasses the average level having good
songwriting skills. They keep on more melodic
side owing a bit from QUEENSRYCHE and
FATES WARNING and having some
bombastic feel like BLIND GUARDIAN. It
should be noticed that their old material is a
little bit more straight and rockier. New full
length CD costs only 10 USD.

@)

FAMILY OF FREAKS “And Freaks Were Their Names”
Burt Beowolf, well known in American
underground, with three other freaks recorded
this tape. The music is dynamic death metal,
which should gather a respectable amounts of
other freaks in a mosh pit. Nothing too
particular considering the style, but quite
catchy and capable to make death metal fans
feel comfortable.

@)

tape
highlight
of the
issue

FINAL FRONTIER “When Destiny Falls To Ruin"
If | would say that it's ambient, curious minds
would not be satisfied with the description,
thus further explanation are necessary. FINAL
FRONTIER is a project of Erik Sontum from
Norway's Dunkel Production and five
compositions in this tape breath with
unachievable majesty and they are certainly
not devoted to some ‘background listen'. This
(or at least the next effort of FINAL
FRONTIER) definitely should be put on CD!
1996 is the active year of the project - two new
recordings are planned. 6USD - contact
Dunkel Productions.

@)

HARUM demo’95

Three songs of this Portuguese band, which
already has two demos and performed over
one hundred shows in their country. | think the
main problem of this band is their choice of
metal style. Thrash metal of '88s sounds not
very fresh today. You know, even
TESTAMENT decided to change. What's the
aim to continue the same, where FORBIDDEN
started from? Though | can agree that HARUM
plays very professionally and their thrash
metal brings us nostalgic thoughts.

(A)

HELLDIVER “Against The Curse”

Is it a coincidence or are there more and more
new bands trying to take back the glorious
times of heavy metal? This debut demo of

ARCANUM
BARRIADA
BODYBAG
Buming Hate
CRYPTIC WINTERMOON
DARK AGE
DEIFICATION
DEPT#H BY PERCEPTION
DIPHTHERIA
EISENGRAU
ETERNITY
FAMILY OF FREAKS
1 HARUM
HELLDIVER
HUMAN SECTOR

Brett Schieber, 3191 DavisRD, Marietta, GA 30062, USA (fischieber@aol.com)
clo Hidejki Fujimoto, 1-40-16 #205 Takada, Toshima-ku, Tokyo, 171 Japan
4335 Se Main, Portland, OR 97214, USA

clo Juan Carlos Rojas, A.A. 32565, Cali-Colombia, S. America

clo Michael Raithel, Cremitzer Strasse 18, D-95482 Gefrees, Germany
Ngoyen-Sylvain, 14 rue Brocherie, 38000 Grenoble, France

Rua do Sul - 254, Gafanha da Boavista, 3830 Ilhavo, Portugal

729 Appleyard Crt., Port Moody, B.C., V3H 3X1, Canada

clo Phivos Papadopulos, 11 Costa Loizou St., Acropolis 2006, Nicosia, Cyprus
PB 36, 2220 Heist o/d berg 2, Belgium

PO Box 38, Cliffwood, NJ 07721-0038, USA (eternity85@aol.com)

PO Box 442, Eaglevile, PA 19403-0442, USA

Urbanizacao Mortinho, Rua 4 no. 2 r/c D, 8000 Faro, Portugal

Kostas Katantaris, Iroon Politechniou 148, 185 32, Pireaus, Greece

clo Gil Zikri, Ropin st'5, Kiriat Nordo, Netanya, Israel
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young Greek band contains 4 songs of clear
heavy metal in the spirit of MANOWAR and
IRON MAIDEN. Yes, it's not 100% polished
and completed (the same goes to not top
sound), but songwriting skills naturally should
improve with band'’s future material. 3 USD.
(@)

HUMAN SECTOR “City Of Nothingness”
Band from Israel released its debut demo tape.
While the music is deathAhrash with different
edges from progressive to atmospheric metal,
the sound is almost terrible - very sharp and
without bottom. Hopefully the next recording
will satisfy at least ‘acceptable sound' criteria.
This should be very desirable, especially since
this band has what to show musically. 4 USD.
@)

INTROSPECTRE “Misplaced”

Milwaukee based quartet has a CD “Burried
Beneath" and now offers a new three songs
demo tape. The band is able to reveal its own
identity being a cross between aggressive
thrash and progressive music. Well balanced
songs prove that they know what they want
and are capable to express itto others

(G)

MELECHESH “As Jerusalem Bumns™

Five tracks of extreme, angry black metal. This
Israel band are not far away the standard,
though keyboards sound pretty good here,
drummer plays as fast as he can (he'd play
faster if he could - no doubt), the singer shouts
as strong as he can. They say that Jerusalem
will become a center of evil and darkness and
they show their hatred towards God. Standard
thinking again. For MELECHESH it would be
better if there weren't so many bands of this
style, anyway perspectives could be seen.

(A)

NERVER “Demonstration '95"

This project is referred to all those, who
respect nature, but do nothing for the sake of
it. The music is suitable for listening when a
dawn 1s coming, mostly because of its fragile
mood. Instrument set include contrabass, flute,
cello and percussion, so don't expect extreme
riffs. Still they are from the same Norway town
as IN THE WOODS... Sometimes bright music
is diversified by vocals and perhaps those
vocal parts seems to have a bigger effect than
pure instrumentals.

(©)

PHOETICIDE “Flare”

They say that this demo is sold 1000 copies
worldwide, though | see no reasons for that,
especially when some ordinary black metal
bands play even better than this one. Sound is
from hell knows where, the style is a mix of
recent black cultbands plus VENOM and
CELTIC FROST. Middle tempo black, and
listening to this tape | can understand why
Osmose Productions are not interested in
current black metal scene anymore. The
scene is fullfilled.Contact KMN.

Q)

RESURRECTURIS “Evil Confronting Evil"
ltalian group rush about death metal and a
modern seputurahead heavy music. And they
sound the best playing lyrical passages.
Trying to be a metal band with computer

drums they pass without giving a major
impact, though some improvements on
musicianship and songwriting would amend
the situation. By now, it's nothing more than a
usual demo tape.

@)

SANITY'S END “Arteria Horbus"

Trio from Hanover/Germany presents ripping
death metal, a little bit diversified with tempo
changes (going to doom and back to grind)
and somewhat a sincere performance - the
band doesn't afraid to sound not too heavy
with one guitar. While in death metal aspect,
demo is in average level, then emotionally
songs could be richer. 12DM

@)

SCALA MERCALLI “Hellbringer”

The band descends from Fermo, Italy.
“Hellbringer” is their first official demo. They
tried to record some songs earlier, but the
result was not what they expected for troubles
in the production thus they decided not to
release it. 5 tracks of this demo were recorded

| with the new vocalist, stylistically they go back
| tothe 80's: traditional heavy metal in the vein

of IRON MAIDEN or JUDAS PRIEST with
some progressive elements (in the guitar
field). Not so original, but still more pleasant
than any hardcore or industrial act. 8USD.
(S)

SCRIPTORIS IRAE “Shadow Of The Wulf”
SCRIPTORIS IRAE are from Elizel, a little
village near Gunzburg (Germany). They play
already two years and “Shadow of the Wulf” is
their first demo, which was recorded and
mixed at their rehearsal room (!). However, it
really doesn't sound worse than demos of the
bands recorded in the studio. Vocal parts were
recorded by different members of the group,
since original singer left them before

recording. In the demo dominates gothic/doom
metal, man vocals varies with female one,
which gives songs more lyric tones. | guess,
the plus of SCRIPTORIS IRAE is that their
lracks sound pleasantly, not irksome, and,
most important, not banal. 11DM.

©)

tape
highlight
of the
issue

SEASON'S END “Long Time Coming”

Two songs of this tape put a listener into a
calm mood. It is light progressive AOR without
too much experimentation, with focus on
songs. As for influences, here can be named
MARILLION, RUSH, PINK FLOYD. | guess it
was a good decision for this Connecticut
(USA) based band to put only two songs on
this demo, just having the aim to present what
the group is about. After a year or less,
probably with more matured songwriting they
will be able to make an interesting album

@)

SEER'S TEAR “A Gathering Of Separate Ways”

SEER'S TEAR is one of the British acts
performing progressive kind of heavy music. It )
is their second demo and it contains quite K

original songs. Obviously, living not in

Germany or USA secured the band from blind
copying of good and known progressive stars.
SEER'S TEAR gets their influences from other

N - AFTERIMAGE is a distribution label, with focus on progressive/power metal. Mainly
fields like psychedelic rock, alternative metal,

distribute German stuff and CDs put by Italian companies Underground Symphony
so the final picture is quite interesting. Let's and Pick Up Records. List also surprises with a big quantity of Italian progressive
wait for the new material. 6USD. bands, and according of rumours, the big part of them are good indeed

(G) Dirk Behlau, Von-If eichs-Sir. 22, D - 53 121 Bown, Germany

e-mail” afierimaged csm de

OCEAN PRODUCTION are from Turkey and they actually have mailorder too (full of
undergrond items, | suspect). If you want to contact doom metal band MY
GARDEN, you can write to this address too.

P K S5-851080, Goziepe, Istanbul, Turkey

One of the good mailorder and distribution companies is Sweden's STATIC AGE
(started by Paulo Staver of Primitive At Records and MORTIIS from Dark Dungeon
Music) which sell different good ambient/atmospheric/metal/gothic CDs and tapes.

PO Box 9097, 5-300 09 Halmsiad, Sweden

TIMOTHY G “The Aztec Wall Of Vision™
Cypriot one man project, delivering heavy
music with doom/hard rock edge. There are
psychedelic places, guitar passages in the
veins of guitar masters, groove. If you feel
interested, contact DIPHTHERIA and maybe
they'll help you to get more information on this
project American label AVALANCHE RECORDS is going to bring good progressive metal
@) artists to the American audience and among their first releases are IVANHOE's
“Symbols Of Time" (German band, that already gained a good reputation among the
fans of the genre) and THRESHOLD “Psychedelicatessen” (British prog rock/metal).
WWW site: kitp: www. bonaire.com
CAT'S HEAVEN, a part of VUZ Records conentrates on dark ambient/itual/
industrial music and their aim is to reach a high level of quality like Cold Meat
Industry or Staalplaat. Their first released CDs are by NECROPHORUS (project of
RAISON D'ETRE member) and REPTILICUS,
Some news from our land - DANGUS PRODUCTIONS have some outstanding
releases this year, like “Dark Fire Dancing II” - 15 bands compilation tape of pagan/
black/darkwave music, avantgarde/ambient project GIRNU GIESMES, methaphoric
grotesque dark metal ANUBI, re-released tape album of the best Lithuanian gothic
rock band SIELA and the brand new tape of ethnic/ethereal outfit EIRIME. New
releases are ready to blow your mind, so keep in touch. Catalog with information
have a bombastic flavor, “ea"}’ plaoss aixd about wholesaledguces. dlslynbuled items andppossxbla discounts is available under
elegant moments of beauty. It's worth of your request. 1) Bov 982, 2300 Vilnins. Lithuania
listen. Slight changes in Danish label Progress Records: their official name was changed
(G) to DIEHARD MUSIC WORLWIDE, though it will still put releases under the labels
Progress Records and RRS + now they entered into collaboration with other
companies like Emanzipation Productions (Denmark), Pulverizer Records (USA) and
Nail Productions (Belgium), therefore their release schedule for 1996 is quite tight
and include live album of KONKHRA, new albums of INIQUITY, DOMINUS and
DAEMON (a project of members from KONKHRA and ENTOMBED). Company
parted their ways with ILL DISPOSED, mainly for band's “adverse behaviour".
I hatp: W 0 W .Cyvbernet. DK Diehard
Danish company Pingo Distribution ApS set up a cooperation with Norway’s record
company Voices Of Wonder AS and the full name of them is VOICES OF
WONDER ApS. The company is now manufacturing and publishing such labels as
Euphonious Records (deathAhrash/brutal metal), TBA Records (industrial/gothic/
hardcore), Head Not Found Records (black/doom/atmospheric), Voices Of Wonder
Records (psychedelic/doom/gothic/prog rock) and others.

NOILNEIHLSIQ/H3adOTIvIN

VACUUM “Climbing My Sky”

Certainly there must exist good atmospheric
metal bands in Eastern Europe. Polish
SIRRAH appeared on Nuclear Blast
compilation CD and now here is a 4 songs
tape of Czech band, which delivers melodic
atmospheric death metal with synthesizers,
though doesn't forget brutality and at this point
resembles to Holy Records bands. Tracks

$738vY1 040034

VIA “Burning Hate"

This tape was made for the members of The
Etemal Chaos Colombian Black Metal Circle.
As far as | know they are quite active in
Colombia and the tape proves it once more.
There are 14 bands from Brazil, Mexico,
Sweden, Norway, Holland, Colombia, etc +
intro/outro, red cover. Nothing surprising and
the one things which disturbs listening is the
quality of sound - it isn't so pleasant when one
song is loud enough and another is far more

MICHAEL BACKOF makes a World Wide Web page called “Unsigned” and include
silent. Compilation tape makers tried to

in it reviews of all progressive rock/metal CDs and tapes he gets, so it is well worth
escape from putting there trendy young bands, s R R R e T e R e )

50 the result is quite good. other interesting WWW links on progressive music as well

(A) M. Backof. 1894 Uniontown Road, Westminster, D 21155-3759, US4
e-mail: mbackol@wmbc.edu

W hitp: www glumbe.edu~mbackol munsign himl

PSYCHOTIC WALTZ fanclub is one of a few, where you don't have to pay silly
year subscription fees, you just pay for what you get. One newsletter costs 1 DM (or
stamp) and fanzine is available for 4 DM. “Waltz Times” fanzine #1 comes with
stunning content - informative/comprehensive descriptions of live shows, musicians
thoughts, fan letters - everything related to the band. #2 should be out very soon as
well as the fourth PSYCHOTIC WALTZ CD "Bleeding’ (release date - July 27th) - no
doubt that it is my mostly awaited CD this year! The tour is going to happen in
September/October. Perhaps you've already heard that guitarrist Brian McAlpin left
the band and was replaced by Steve Cox, longtime friend of the group.

c'v Sandra Kallmever, Konigsiepen 43, 43239 Exsen, Germany

VIOLATION “Carbonized”

In this five songs demo tape of German six
piece band we hear atmospheric yet brutal
death metal and it shows that not every new
band plays softer gothic and metal fusion. The
music should be enjoyable for the souls,
longing for more extreme, still emotional stuff.
The next recording should finally mature the
band's style. 12 DMBUSD

@)

SNOANYTTIOSIN

RADIO MARABU broadeasts a wide range of alternative music including metal,
indie, gothic and electronic. They have programs on radio stations in Belgium, Ger-
many, France, Ireland, Finland, ltaly and other lands. Their newsletter “Marabu-News
comes four times a year and it is posted to all record companies providing them with
malerial, members of Marabu supporting club and anyone else who contacts them dur-
ing the three months period.

Radio Marabu, e.V.-PO Box 1166-49187 Belm. Germany

ZARAZA “Life Is Death Postponed”

In places even it seems that it's a grinding
industrial version of LAIBACH... This Quebec
(Canada) project manages to create one of the
slowest music around, incorporating grunting
death metal vocals, doom and industrial. This
long 7 tracks tape was released back in 1995
and the new CD should be released in late 96/
early 97. 6 USD (USA), 7 USD (world).

@)

INTROSPECTRE

KMN Desproducciones
MELECHESH

Near Dark Productions
RESURRECTURIS
SANITY'S DAWN
SCALA MERCALLI
SCRIPTORIS IRAE
SEER'S TEAR

VACUUM
VIOLATION
ZARAZA

Ressurection Ltd., 10201 W. Appleton Ave #3A, Milwaukee, W| 53225, USA

(introspectre @ execpc.com)

Mario Martin Socas, C/Gral #14, 38436 Pto. Stgo. Tenerife, Spain
PO Box 20346, Jerusalem, Israel (100310.14@CompuServe.com)

clo Kim Isaksson, Nackstavaagen 34 B, 863 62 Sundsvall, Sweden

clo Carlo Strappa, Via medagle D'oro 73, 63023 Fermo (AP), Italy

Sven Horl, Georgstr. 11, 31515 Wunstorf, Germany

clo Luciano Monti, via A.Costa n.159, 63017 Porto S. Giorgio (AP), ltaly
clo Digtmar Steck, Joh. Seb. Bach Str. 1, 86470 Thannhausen, Germany

clo Mark Stojsavijevic, 26 Lower Edge Rd, Rastrick, Brighouse, W.Yorkshire, HD6
3LD, England
c/o Antonin Miynek, F.Hrubina 1, 73601 Havirov, Czech Republic

clo Michael Raithel, Cremitzer Strasse 18, D-95482 Gefrees, Germany

clo Jacek Furmankiewcz, 111 Bruce Street, Apt. 317, Kirkland, Quebec, HOH 4B7,
Canada

all 4 pictures
by Elonas
Kvietkus
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Fuze Box \NUR AT TRRA aaad? ic body music
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What is the main purpose of your songs? Is it
some sort of your sclf-expression?

Do you try that your tracks would look d
and fit to foot-moving or you more ¢

First of all | want to say that music emotional depths of your compositi

is my hobby. | don't want to put y s
mes:oges :1 theolwics orjustpuse | cliiays iwank ko make: CBM and th . 4
iy musictoipalitical; idecloaicel kind of stuff is first of all danceable, S i

. ., o . ) 3
or philosophical intgntions. | think thot|s :he mglg |r_\tent|o U?ZT:;Q”:‘; !
osiccoudbe cn oo 1T Y O Ui o b o vy i
pEaEE B oy S eEpiess I spait to make €BM to sensibilise people. 3 ‘o
writing, composing, drinking, etc.) tinuwor u;hen I hslt en t: by Eecrca't Sk
so we put it into music. The lyrics ove LS canceadie anciemosional.. i ?C,M

but only for me | think, cos the lyrics are
very personal and only | can understand
them.

are very important for me, cos |
can talk about subjects I'm
interested on, but to take care
not starting with messages. The
content of my lyrics are important
for me... and if the listener likes
them, | think it's Ok.

Contact: Side-Line/FBM, ]
Stef Froicoeur, Lleuvenselaan 251, 3300 Tieneg, Belgium |, . f

=1 FUZE BOR MACHINE j

typical €Electronic Body Music?

]

In a large way, yes I'm agree with this statement, but i EIECtronlc hOdg mu5|c e sy

think we also use ingredients which aren't typical for

€BM. So. we use some Gregorian chants, tekkno- interview with simger Stephane  h.a. Deranged Psyche '
beats, industrial self-made percussion sounds. | think b B

it's very difficult to be original, especially when you » Questionsdybiedr Q
play €BM and | don't pretend we are original, but | Have you ever been thinking of doing some crossover The biggest ﬁ
think we are not a copy of some €BM giants even if between metal and electronic? success in FBM's

:::‘ ;ot::l;: ;cognlze some influences coming from I can tell you - FBM will never become a carrier so far?

.« crossover band. | don't say we'll never This is very easy to answer! The fact we get the ﬁ

use guitar sounds, but if we do, it will chance to release an album. It's a dream which

M 2 be in a sampled way. Guitgk sgund can G
- : ve hind bl pe rget that Cyberware
I n V I fe S y @ ¢ be Interesting when they M Yhes e mtns mﬁrt\tégrtuniw. Szme 9igs
4 electronic music, just to give4nore can be also considered as successful. For example,

power to the music. In this way | really we played last year on a megafestival over two

0 n g e r @ like the last FRONT LINE ASSEMBLY years in France (Strasbourg). We played as
releases. | hope to be remixed by opening band of the festival and it was great to B

debut CD out on Gy famous band for our next release, play with DER PRAGER HAUDGRIFF, CAT RAPES

- band which used guitar sounds. If they DOG, PLACEBO EFFECT and some gothic bands like

. accept, they'll remix one track of our ON BFTER MIDMIGHT::

FUZE BOX MACHINE Line-y,
Deranged Psyche - lyrics &
vocals
Manu D. - machines, backi
vocals
Cathodic Funeral - machine:

album, but | prefer to keep their name
secret, while nothing is sure for now.

o you feel themselves as a part of €lectronic Music
ene in Belgium?

Yes of course, but the scene is too small here, even if a
lot of bands are rising up out of ground now. The difficulty
P foé us is that the Belgian electro scene is much more

A certain part of your songs hovi‘. a #

#

sexval character? Why is that?
I'm not totally agree with youl Yes, | talk about

interested in dark elgctrgeang gothic. So we are dealing
.. b I i a arg B o™ an
and in this way "Verbotene Spiele” is a good example! i | Il ndwrthe % SaCEonS:

L’; f::::t;h: ::;I:: :fe?;;r::: ;:2;;2 :‘:Zf’:f‘::::\;:’g:t fAs l;n;;lso member of the Belgian Side Lil:\e magazine |'ve
' i th h d | think th
and | realized it. Most of people think it's a track :e?/erol ‘Ilrl:::eos:i n;;::g: ere an ESISIECRe
about sado-masochism, others think it deals with ' F .
1%";:’:3::':; 'a::Ttle|,:150?;:::’:3:‘“'::‘:‘?;&“? e Cyberware Productions is Due to Side Line management we made a bigpe or our last demo (which ﬁ
-childab "I. G 9, 9 “Th relatively new record was really bad!) and received several reactions. Normally we planned to release
sDexu;‘ -CRI o Ou:‘evéJ .nrlo:Tn :lmlelsu ) rtose (M'ed“ company, how did they some stuff on VUZ Records, but Cyberware Prod. proposed us better conditiors.
G;J ] f(JPe d f:’-: ). :‘Ceé t(l th?n ‘::" ind") find you and why did you | Because | knew Cyberware from their "freeze” and "Helt” compilations and the fact ﬂ
nd Jove (“\ly Secret Love™), bu 5| Sagally = choose namely them? they signed NEUROACTIVE, which is a great band, my choice was made. Cyberware
m miﬁ‘m n Y E let work the way we wanted and that's very important for me. Now, the label is
:Jelicts On stage, | must admit, I'm a bit sakyll (Ahhh) growing and I'm proud we were one of the first bands to get a contract on this label. ﬁ
FUZE BOX MACHINE demos: What are your plans concerning FBM's music? Any changes? ﬂ
|SEE !.lﬁll[' fdce CUUEI'Ed |.|.||t|'| innocence. |see Futuratrauma (1991) New directions? When can we expect to hear a new album? s
” Plastic Surgery (1993
your eyes filled withlove. it'sall toolate FUZE BOX gMHgl-(lINE CI; Well, we're working now on a mini CD. Normally there'll be a cover of B
Forbidden Games (1995/ YAZOO's "Don't Go" in two different versions, | hope 3 completely new

songs and some remixes by bigger bands.
FBM isn't still a band, but a concept. It means I'm searching for people E
ready to work with me. So, I'm still working with Cathodic Funeral from
IRiBpEoRcEn<-, but also with Sven Lauwers from IONIC VISION. Finally Il
@1 ttmmsﬁ I'm searching for a female vocalist. | think
ll n't €BM*but harder and more danceable... perhaps I
more commercial. I've no contract for further release, but Cyberware g
Prod. will still release us, but | also received an interesting proposition
from a bigger label. It's up to me to make a choice and that's really m

difficult, you know. Time will tell, but | hope to release this CD at the
end of the year.

)

[What do you think of LEATHERSTRIP and FRONT 2427 | Cyberware)
LEATHERSTRIP is one of my favourite bands. | like the old, powerful stuff of Claus Larsen,
but his two last albums are even great. "Serenade For The Dead"” is perfectly worked out,
very melancholic, a bit classical influenced, but well done. “Legacy Of Hate And Lust” is a
perfect symbiosis between the old stuff and this instrumental and melancholic electro. |
think it's the best album of LEATHERSTRIP. Concerning FRONT 242, | must confess you |
was never a big fan of this band. | like their first releases, but that's all. For sure they
were the most professional €BM band till today and they influenced a lot of bands... like
FUZE BOX MACHINE. But when | joined the band (in 1992) in replacement of the former
singer, | wanted to make more up to date €BM!

g
-
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Spreading the Northern plague since 198

N

Jfrom Beastus Rex and Azgoth, the brains behind this new
formation from Norway. CD comes with a 20-pages booklet.

MORTIIS

Keisern av en dimension ukjent CD
With this, the third Mortiis opus, we have the
"pleasure” to get more accustomed with the
Emperor of the dimensions unknown. Two new
masterpicces, filled with dramatic scenery and
cold emotions from the world of Mortiis.

BRIGHTER DEATH NOW
Necrose Evangelicum CD

"This is surgery with a rusted scalpel, dipped
in acid and sharpened on wet granite. The
anacsthetist is lying dead in the corner, so grit =
your tecth, this is going to hurt ...unxctt[ing
[frequencies, growling oscillations, demonic
chanting and bleak soundscapes. Karmanik's vision is dark,
dark, dark. No concessions are made for weah listeners
whatsoever” - Eskhatos. Guest appearance by Mortiis.

BRIGHTER DEATH NOW

RAISON D'ETRE

Within the depths of silence
and phormations CD

A deep dissection into your darker self: A
Journey through the body and soul awakening
hidden and long forgotten chants and dreams. New amazing
works by this formation, utterly dark and mesmerizing
industrial[atmospheric chants to fill yowr heart with a cold
winter depression.

MZ.412

Burning the temple of god CD
After the great success with their last CD "In
nomine dei nostri satani luciferi excelsi' comes
here another cven greater follower. As dark
and Satanic as anything can be. The ultimate
disgrace of the christian god. True Swedish
Black Industrial!

16— e i

PENITENT
Melancholia CD/LP

Mad  poctry  proclamation and majestetic
classical music from the northern woods 24
hailing the demons of death. A great debut CD® -

AllCDs 140:-SEK /$20/30DM each including post. 1 IRC for newsletter/catalog #3
Cold Meat Industry - po box 1881 - 581 17 Linkdping - Sweden. Fax +46 13 10 39 06




