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Yol The fourth issue of Gray Matter has been unveiled. As usual, a spectroscopic analysis re-
veals an incredible cross section of alternative musical types. Interviews with: Faith No More,
Exodus, Youth of Today, Verbal Assault, Paradox, Angkor Wat, Nuclear Assauit, and Toxik.
Plus, there are interviews with rising underground bands as well. This issue is well stocked with
opinionated, but highly objective vinyl reviews. The usual, gigantic, underground demo review N &
section is still intact. There are some interesting editorials/viewpoints this time around, too.
Show reviews, artwork, zine advertisements, and shock value presentations are all here. Send
$3 ppd. ($4 outside of U.S./Canada) to: GRAY MATTER / 5319 Peterson Ct. / Flower Mound,
TX 75028 / USA. Please make checks payable to Chris Orloski. Hey, send in a list of fave de-
. mos/LP's (10 each). Copies of #3 still available, same price. 300 name mailing lists (bands,

16 stores, consumers, label, etc.) available for $1 ppd. G.M. T-shirts $5 (L only). Shirts are $8

overseas.
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In thisz section we will be reviewing wvarious
tapes.demos.rehearasals,fromos etc thot we harFen
to Set.lWe will also tra to provide o short storw
of the band in suestion.The reviews will be as
obiective as possible.but gYou will have to FPut up
with some stuff wou dizarrove.orwith reviews +haot
dou don't ag9ree with,but oft 11l.nobodu's
perfect.If any banrd is d to apreor here,
should send a bio,a tare.and if roszible o ric.
Evary band thaot sends.will 92t o honest reuvisew,
and a free cord of the zina.

Finall4,in this verws fi e, Hou mae notice
that most tores 2et o d review (the zame for
the records).but that's for no other ason than
the "foct thot the tares were not szant by the
bonds.lWe boughtsdct all of them-and @ou con Quess
we do not order ams taores that we krow we won'+
like 111

w

SAHCTUS:ACCEPT THE BLESSIHNGS

Sonctus.is a zPeeds/rower metal outfit from the
M.¥. area.As their 3-troack damo shows their
biggaest influences are A9ent Stesle and Ouerkill,
aspecially in the vocal and duitar rarts.Thew do
not hove something uwerw srecial to offer,but
still a 900d demo.

The songwritting iz tidht.and all sonds are
sounding verws heavd,which is o very Jcod factor
for this band.The three songs are "Sanctus",
"Oislowalty" and "Gutter bitch" which is the
fostest one.

All in all a stron3 tore thot zhows the potential
of Sanctus.

Contact them at 3 SANCTUS.P.0. BOY 112,GLEH 0DAKS.,
NY 11004, U.S.8.

I3 iz

JAG PAMZER:CHAIM OF COMMAND ADY TRAX

What we 3ot here iz a three track tore with songs
from their second LP that noorne knows when it
will ba releaszed.The Panzers,have a very ztrond
lst LF;and o %00d following in the underdround.
I'm afroid that this releoze will dissarcint manwg
since it's verw different to anvthing J.P. has
done in the rast.There iz a cut from the £5's
demos, "Shadow thief".Thiz version is much more
melodic than the orifinal one,with o rolished
soundsand the vocals of Bob Parduba beind bw far
less orig2inoal and powerfull than Turant's.The
Juitar is not bad.perhars =2ven better now.with
Christion Lase3ue bein3 o wverw Jood plaver.The
next zong "Sworn to zilence",is a bit heavier,
with a Quitar sound beind not very different +to
the ariginal shorr sound of Tofolla/Briocdu.

Lost =zon3 is an instrumental,"Dreme theme",which
iz relld nothing more than o S00d chance to see
the technical abilities of the gyus.

Duerall is a new style Ffor Ja9 Panzerstotollw
different to whot wou know about them.-All +the new
Plaversiarart from the aobouve mentioned,Rikard
Stiernauist-drums) are 9o0o0d at their job.wet the
Projact is much melodic.and dare 1 saw tho+.
commarcial.As I know.no deal has been secured wet
for the release of thiz LP,and it wos originallw
shaduled for o summer 37 releosze,but horefuly
thew'1ll szoon 9ot the deol and success +hat after
50 mand dears of hard work thew do deserue,but
I'm afraid that not all of their old fans will

be fond of this (like me).

28

Arcane 1 ancther band from ] which
szems To be a mwaior force in Aualitw
undefdround bands universald.fArcone was
firstly formed under the name Arsenal in 3%.
After the usual line-ur Froblems.+thes lotelw
had o demo out,titled "Mirror of Deception”.

The line-up an this demo is:Buron Howk-:
Jim Kind-d,0oud Judah-29,Kurt Jode.b.Loter

thew added Dscor Rarbour on uvocals.
"Mirror..." is o 4 son3 tare.and it surelw
zhows the band's abilities. that seems +o be

influenc
Savage

d bw Iron MaoidensMegade+n.Hostae
t remeinind fresh and oridinal.
Thes are powerfull with o reallw heauy sound
mostld created bw the bounding double bass
drummind.Thare are zome rointz that would
lead someone to miztake thgh as o sresd
metal cutfit,which for me iz not foir.os
Arcane have much more to offer than just
muUsic.
t trock 1z "Ancient internecine".+that
mor2 than the others spots +the pProblem of
the weak at roints vocals (thewy 30t a singer
now anvwadl.l don't want to mean *that the
vocals don't fit in the music.bacause they
cartaoinly do.Secand iz "Infernol domicile".
anether strond cut,that's followed by the
fmasbe highlight, the instrumental title
sond: "Mirror of Deception".Thiszs is very Qnad
indeed.aven if zome influences from the
British Quitar stule.,are 3uite obuvious.Last,
but not least,is "Af%omemnon”.and I +think
it's time to mention another strond roint of
Arcanattheir lwrics,that hove alot of
thought put into them,ond show a Jood level
of knowledde in historw.For examele this
last track is about the return of the king
of Mucence to his house after spending 10
@aors in the war at Wow.,ond his killing,bw
his wife and his cousin,Aegisthus,oll
rresented thoughtfullu.
Gerneraly 1t's o vare impressive +tare.and
since it's very wall packa9ed.with cower and
l49rics:1 can't zee a reason why wou
shouldn't check 'em out.Stron9ly recommended
Fower metol that is well plowved with
olot of thought into it 111
ARCANE . BYron Hawk, 122 Goerte.lGrand Prairia,
T 75051 , U.3.a,

D/

TITAM FORCE:IN A BLAZE OF GLORY

Well,well,wall...locok whom we've 9ot here ! QOupr
2o0d ol' friend the Tyrant.Yes.the mights one is
back with his brand new band Titan Forca.After
leaving Jad Panzer in the mid 80's,and after
Fassing through Riot and Satans Host.he now sinds
for this band.This new band takes off from whers he
left J.P.,in 25.1% doesn't remind that much of +he
Panzers,but comparisons are unavoidable,esrecially
if we consider the stwle that J.P. have odorted
latels.His vocols are as alwaws-rerfect,ond for me
he is the best singer !!! There are 4 zonds hera,
"Chase wour dreams","In o blaze of 3lors","Fool on
the run" & "Master of dizguise".Thewy all feature
ver2 dood plovind level,rower and intense.The first
two are the ones that will brind in mind the old
days with the share Juitar sound.and the melodic
lines, in the same vein as "Lustful and free" or .
"Leing deceiver".atc.Unfortunatels I haven'+ 2ot
the tare on origdinal.and I 90%* no replw when I
wrote 'em,but 1 think that the line-up iz: Mario
Flores-9.3tefan Flores-d.John Flores-b.Bill
Richardson-9,and of course Harry Conklin behind the
mic.Now I heord that thew 've szigned tc US Metol ,
z0 that an LP should be ocut scon.Lcok out for it !
Till then You can try wour luck ot: F.0. Box 18074,
Colorado Serin@s,C0 €0935-8079,U.5.4.



combosand this one
comes from the
Weveldem area.Evil
Sinner recordad this

42ar.The five-track
tare is certoinly ane
of the best cassettes

"Reasons of
buy the law" insepired by the some major.

L’ASSAULT BELGIQUE

BLACK SHEPHERD: IMMORTAL AGRESSION

Whan 1 received this record.l was really zurerisaed
I knew well this thrash bond;which had relsazed 2
demos C(the most ropular "United euil forces"-26),q
few Years ago.and 9ided as often as thew had the
Possibility.Unfortunatela their debut LP suffers
from bad recording and racor production (for
2xamPle the ridiculous cals !115.M9 fave +pras
from B.S. were "Ppra of death"."Kill +he
Priest", "Animol" and "Lord af darkne: Call from
the demos),and raradoxically, it was difficult for

me to recodnise them on thiz shit vingle.ol Qive
one point Cout of ten-=d) r their "successfull"
Past wears...Il'm a nostal man 11

Black Sherherd,Yuvan Yerhae en,Beukendref 45,

3080 Steenokkerzeel.Belgium

ORAKKAR: X-RATED

Drakkar could be considered +a be the Belgian
answar to Hellowsen.and one of the leaders of the
new metal scene in Ba2l2ium.Indeed.+his S-riece

from Mons (szouth),have releaszed a Jood album ond
hove raceived an excallent Frromotion from their
Franch label H.E.W. recz.Produced by Ruddy Lanners
(ex-Scorpions Staelover), " roted" contoins 8 hot
tracks.The best titles are "Lords of the north",
"Terminatorc” (epic/exotic instrumental.areat)

and "Rise and fight".1f wou wont to discovar a naw
talent from Bel9ium.try Drakkor.You wouln't be
dissarointed...

DRAKKAR:Rue De La Trouille 2 B4, TOOD Mons.BelQium.

s

TYFOON:THE EMD !

The thrash metal
is up-to-dote
this year in
Beldium,and

the Limburger
Tefoon pProduce an
excallent affort
with this demo

illed "The end !".Unfort 213, the or
}Po-uction ro bet%groﬁhgnagng;h—t;P;?ﬂEalmed my
n e

2nthousiosm. The band started in 3 with Lou,and
the line-ur was onlw comrleted in Dec 85 as o
4-riece: Lou Doems-v,3/Heinz Wietrzy-a,/Udo
Wietrzu-b/Eduard Jacobs-d.

Tefoon try to sound as original as possible ond
it's difficult to 9ive then 9 major influence,
excart for the "Curse of Hote" which sounds like
Kreator's "Flag of hate".but it isn't easy to Jive
further names...As Dead Serious,1 hore theu'll
find enoudh moneu to record o better producad tare
soohszo they con destrow this thrashing rlanet
with their...tufaon 111

Tyfoon:Lou Daems.Sroortloan 123600 Genk,BelQium

SINNER

aver released by a Bel%ian band,in a fester

Cyclone mould...1 was reallw impressed by their
sonds,as the Slaver-ish "Muclear Ppower" aor the
tachnical "Can't buy the law".When I listen to
E.S.'s music.] can ses +he influences from the old
HWOBHM.For examerle +tha intro ala Iron Maiden of

iolence",and sevaral rarts of "Can't

EVIL SINMER:MERCILESS
Here iz another sread

"Merciless"demo last

Since the releoze of this demo, I didn't have anw
further info on E.S..z0 1 don't know what thew do
actuallv...I'1l tr4 to have mors info for the next
issue,it's a Fromicsa.

Evil Sinner,Mandenmarketstraot T:2610 Wevelaem,

Beldium

STXTY-NIHE: JUST FOR THE FUN

Another band from Eruszels.but 59 exrlores a more
thrash crossover areo.Their 3on3ds are rFowerfull,
well structured ond the recording aualits iz
excellant.Mavbe it would zeem strande to wou.but I
comfFair £9 to the Jaranese combo Casbah.on tracks
such as "No uniform","Dizeasze" and "Helr me".I've
aPFreciated these sond9s and I think i+t could be
difficult to plaw faster than Fats9(ad.Le Patib).
Darnngdud,and Le Phildd? without becoming

ridiculous.To finish thiz shaort review,a special
note on their GREAT instrumentol song “"the
thausand naturcl shocks":even if it includes manw

used plans...Gcod luck Juus 111
Sixtu-Nina.Donnw, 22 Auv. des Ahnciens Combottants,
1140 Brussels,Balgium

MENTAL DISTURBANCE:HARD OF HEARING |

Hardcore metal outfit from the Bel%ion caritol,
Brussels.drart from their fauzic, their tare is vary
funny cause the band hed +he Jood idea to include
o few strange thinds between +he 14 trocks of
"Hord of hearind !1",like child-stories or folk
sonds.Unfortunately, these things are in local
landuage.and forei19n reorle wouldn't understand
angthing 11}

M.D. is Michae](g)-ﬂarc'?)-Phxlip?e(bx-Rudg(d) and
Alaincul,and play fast HC-metal influenced by DRI,
Adnostic Front,Suicidal Tendencies...We hear +his
on tracks such as "Shut up","lWe like hardcore",
"Women" or the Minor Threaot cover, "Minor threat".
With Heibel,X-Creto,Hate Crew,...and Mental
Disturbance, the belaian crossover scene has Qood
bands representind the Beldian scene on the
international s+age

Mantol Disturbonce.Michel Kirbw,

2 rue de la Querelle B49.1000 Brussels.Bel9ium

DEAD SERIDUS: REH-DEMOD

Formed as Exrlorer several wears adosand after
releasing o few damos,this aroue chanded its
moniker last wear to Dead Serious,when they 3ot a
new rythm section, that features two ex-Trial{one
album in 8%) membars.The ac+ual line-ur is
nrmando(u)sJugf?)-Vvan(g),ﬁunng(b) and Marc(d).
D=2ad Serious plav a fun thrash metal.influenced bw
the successfull waves of this kind of metal 3
Slover for "Daddwy 9oes to Disnewland” and the HC
2d9e for "Let's trash".in which thew include monw
Farsonal ideas.Even if this tare suffers from bad
Froduction (it's a rehearszol-taped,I'ue
opereciated their music,and 1 hore +hew could
record a batter tare as soon as thew find enoudh
moreyd.

Deod Serious,Roger De Buwzer.Harmoniestraat 114,
20183 Antwerren,BelQium

411 reviews:Francis Laduc
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AUSTRALIAN FUN NARDCORE -THRASH MAG

ISSUE¥1 OUT NOW featuring inter-
views with MACABRE, KAZJUROL, 1ELL-
WITCIl, OBLIVION, SKITZO, AFTERMATII,
DREAM DEATH, MUTILATED, AGRESSOR,
CRYPTIC SLAUGITER, REGURGITATION,
RIGHTEOUS PIGS, DESEXULT, MASS
APPEAL, SADUS,. .plus cartoons,

hall of fame, demo/lp reviews,

all done in a fun way! If we like
you we'll feature you...we'll
contact you cuz we don't scabl

We appreciate those who want to
spread the word of BUTTFACE!!]|

So get in touch...if you have an
opinion we'll print it! Send $3

US and IRC if you can. WRITE TIE
BUTTFACE BRIGADE at either Alan
Moses, 107 Northbri Avenue, Salis-
bury East, S.A. 5109, AUSTRALIA or
Stuart Maitland, 34 Fourth Ave, St
Peters, S.A. 5069, AUSTRALIA,***ese 31



ChwEarus interulaw 2w s

are mode.and thee mentionead
Capre wood. e 1ileed
sounded. but wanted
meanind. CY-PER-LUS
HAWE YOU WREITTEM @MY
SIKMCE THE TAFE

s T

tThe was 1T

(AR il g}

ez

HEW SOMGE

o
wiE e

rE o lioodm
Frad thot
EONEE.

FrEw oL oam

e

Earaz o the

are fUHot dice im mashen”."Got o
marcs" s "Had Henra". "Oee ora's

"Bedlam

izzard

e
o

"lde ofF omen” s
Big tor". "Bl
"Lozal B1T®

WHET ABOUT THE COMPILAT
VO WERE FEATURED IM 7
HAWE TO RE-RECORD ".JUDG
For-IT 2

Sad but trde. I howe not Fotten

around to even lisztenmind to tThe
album cnce ! oWe heord about the
comnellation throwudh tha

ot didm 't

UHI‘P

HOTHAT
Yol

i}
ENT Dav"

l’ﬂCll“l

i
1
1

studia

L=

racorced Pz e =

o TUU HELUE  fApy
RECORD & HAVE SOU
Fowe offerz.qs
=TT
PLANYED @MYy
WES THE REACTION
shows. Lots of mo
Dl el 1Y} |‘| = ‘1‘1"1 = ]_ ' "F 5 I 2
I3 THE SCEME IW YOUR
GO00D BaMDs 7
soense hare 1
HEGLY
o

OFFERS FOR @
SIGNED 7

o +ndnuwm3

e L

hnuen‘ﬁ =
HHLE
FHD

Wl
WHAT

sl P

vims i
P

Great fun
HIO
Ay

.+

o Fethin
metol Cnot G‘umﬁ

1
Metal Church ars

o
MHQT HRE SMOU DOIMG I YOUR DAY
TONMOUTUE GOT aMY Jops 7
I ﬂm o PﬁqlﬂEEP a0 furnlturs
ijob I put
daowJason i=
1

ithrars-

Tii 'z halr .
working ot the

tl i !-:: =] tn ‘ ! E‘. Dl ] + _.

with

iz

dod. he inwvestidat
Fousaefires.Bruce 1= -ia

o L
01l 9indly |auit ouwe iobs
porld tour.
pRE Yo T
R O e

i

woglad
to 30
Hiohb QLo
Wl o
iz 2E.

JHHT o
HEOUT Wi ELD

=

Lol R

You T
FI

e’ e :
I mow somedos weite politicald
inzrired sonds.] knew Georde Bush

i+ thot i

\
wowlod wim=I
Ao o Dad 7 = (AR ]
choose our officials.r nbndw in
to care |

thisz
32

e

l"l"ill“""]"

la-
in
it
i
i

SHOMNE RECEMTL:

I dan'+ hore to crecte world Feace..
I just have a lot of friends with

o common like-and Folitical ties.
Geodrarhic boundar meon little to

Mmoo !

FUTURE FLAME 7

cheath | will fowr ot
oErorcbunite ! will

el are 3 ll
WHAET ARE YOUR
Fock until
our Rimet
e mquit b
WHAET @aB0oUT » FIMIEAING
Flagsae weite to .1t kesrs uys
Qoimd P the fun club-buw tares
for SFE-i+ corn afford that much-
locok for rew album this wear...

P s bis

h: =]

|,|_| B

STATEMEMT 7

Jain
T

ade

Hopew tEIOD
The loteszt mews of Corerusz.isz that

couanht de

iwving without o
debut LF i3
currentlys thew' re

1
Brouocs wos

licence sometimes. the
it
bk i ed om0

gy Wil S
deal.thes oranad o
Metol Church ond 1t wos o F9rasot show
thaew eloged with Goard3odgle in
Fortlaond: ond Eands bow3dht o
o ok Giwvimd him
a chance to ToMrite him oot
CYPERUS:Rond
GOESR-B, 1284h
I

Suithe M

e
writter.s about
[FEY-NE T
- "I--‘l[l—‘rv
Huasnue Southeast,

e oS, Ballaevue. b/ IS00E. U508

Morbid Angael.t
about to
and o sindles
#EL1lle Whitae. formes
ph T e . LE Floding
it Do
Zonder fez-Worlord-RIPD
Warmind.
SF

are

ot
Tl

Gitorist

i P with

Dok i

APl b

e

s

imimed Fots
i+11_i

ams thot the Crunch

Mordrad 1= to o =idn o Jdeal.
A or the LPFs o+i

r
Modnum.: Amulonce. Anninilotors
meuﬂFTﬁw:Fﬂuc Wormirnds Lhod s
oot Hols = will ba
wiragtor are slagind hara
wi+r Flomes. umours
Mmoo
wlll

ﬂlLuHF

'.;‘ ol

-

ot
fMorch
== that
Crim=Eon
Eroi—

Pl

sandlanoss,
s 16 their

Folod
R L
arna hhew
= qulnﬂ
moilnid DEcaus

L ne+ul =R TR i =1
that

+
i
(%
3
L]

W ld

gere o

wiE extransld
H Wi E

baond

QDDd thougha
thae first




SYRUS METAL LIVES ON...
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A while ago,one day as I went into a record
store,to get my usual dose of metal, -

and to my great surprise,as soon as I got

in the store someone pointed at me,and said:

he might be interested !" to my great
surprise,l loocked at the one he was talking
to,and whom do I see....Charlie and Steve

w from the excellent Chicago band AFTERMATH.

; They were here on vacation,and what a better
IR A ' chance far an interview,er?

I arranged an appointment,and the next evening I went to their hotel
for an interview.Later,after the interview,I took thgm with me to my
neighborhoud,far away from the dirty,fogy,noisy center of Athens were
their hotel was.

Anyway, lets go on with the interview,most questions are answered by the
band's singer Charlie (who happens to be Greek).

-When and how did you start AFTERMATH ?7"we started in Oct '85,1t was
me and Steve who started the band,and then we wanted a drummer,so we
knew Pete,we talked to him,we got him to be the drummer,we started
practicing us three for & months and then we got Adam.We did our first
show,and Adam stayed in the band for about a year.Then we got rid of
him,because he was you know...he couldn't play what we wanted,and we got
this John.He played bass but he was relly a guitar player.He played bass
for about & months,and then we decided that we wanted a second guitar,
sao John was a great guitar player,we switched him on the guitar and we
are a fivepiece looking for a bassist right now."”

-Did you play any concerts in the first days ?"when we started 7" -Yes,

"our first show was in June 86."-What was the reaction ?"the first
show was pretty good,not great because nobaody knew who we were,but.."

-Did you play with any other bands ?"yes,three other Chicago bands,
Devastation,and some other."

-What difficulties did you have to cope with in the early stages 7"just
trying to get the things together,write good songs."—-And then you
recorded your first demo ?"we recorded it in Nov 85..1986 I think and we
recorded it live on a 2 tr and not 24 tr ,it was 4 songs.We passed out
a few,you know ,it did alright."-And what did the mags write about
it ?"it was mostly in small fanzines,not big mags reviewed it,and there
werepretty good reviews.'-How many copies did you give out 7?"of the
first one...about 200"

-What did you dec after that ?"after that we played more shows and a
vear later,June 87,we did our second demo."

—-How did this happen ? It's a good quality demo !"Yeah,we went at tne
studio Solid Sound,and you know...good engineer.."-Did you have fto pay
alot for a good budget ?"yes,about a thousand bucks for the recording,
on 24 tr."

-What have you been doing since then ?"since then,we've been doing
shows,practicing,wrifting new songs."

-What bands have you played with ?"with the CRUMBSUCKERS and INDESTROY
in Chicago,SACRIFICE,and other local bands."-How many people come to
see you ?7"when we played with the CRUMBSUCKERS,the last time,there were
about 500." T
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-What was the reaction to the 2nd demo 7"that was good !good reviews
in big mags,it sold about 400 copies."

—Now,can you tell us who is writing the songs ?7"I write all the words,
Steve and John write all the music."-How did it happen and you're in the
Metal Forces' compilation LP ?"we send Bernard Doe our demo,he reviewed
it in the mag,he liked it and then two weeks later after I send it he
asked us if we wanted to be on the LP,because he liked it alot."-The
trax on the LP are on the tape 0OK ?"yes,exactly the same recording."”

-What are your influences ? What bands have influenced you ?"METALLICA,
SLAYER,B.SABBATH,0ld stuff,who else...",Steve:"V0I VOD,DBC probably to
get more technical,TROUBLE...CRUMBSUCKERS..."-Do you pay any extra
attention to your lyrics ?"yes,alot"-What are they dealing with ?"well,

'when you will die is about a family,the grandfahter is really rich,
he's a really bad old man,he just uses them & everything,promising to
give them money,but the family lives poor."-Interesting !"interesting,
veah,weird subject er? Next,'going no place' is about somecne's life
that's going no place,working all day,having no fun, just goin to work
and home.Never having the chance to do anything.'chaos' is about just
how everything is in chaos,you know...it's about the world with all of
wars,and all of drugs and everything.'meltdown' is about the accident in
Chernobyl (how the hell do you spell it ?-ed.),you remember in Russia 7

-What do you think about it ?..Did you like it ?"yeah,I thought 1t was
great..HA HA HA..and then 'war for freedom'is about a country fighting
for their freedom,you knw they're..."-Like what country ?"let's say
like Greece,when they were fighting against the Turkeys,something like
that, they wanted to be free..."

—Generally,what subjects do like writting about ? What are your
inspirations ?"real subjects,like things that happen,things that I'm
interested in,anything as long as it's not stupid.Semething that has a
meaning into it."-Would you ever write about sex,parties,r & r,etc?"no,
never,l couldn't write that words anyway."

~What do you think about politics ?7"like what ? anything specific

-Lets say about mr Reagan !"I liked him a little bit,but now I don't,he
is OK for America I guess,but he's no good for the rest of the world"

—That's for sure ¢

-Now lets ask you Steve some guestions...What do you think that has
influenced your playing ?"like what bands ?'"-Yes,bands,players,etc."I
like SLAYER,STEVE VAI,..."-What do you think about the guitar heroes,
Malmsteen,Moore,Chastain...?"well,Malmsteen is very repeticious and
boring,he's fast,but it's the same scale over and over,and I like to
have more variety."-What about the concept of being a guitar hero 7"a
band for the guitarist,and not a guitarist for a band 7 No,I'd rather be
the band,I'm not interested,in going on stage and doing a big guitar
solo.You have to work as a group.”

-What about the combination of the HC scene with the thrash scene,
should the thrashers and HC fans stay separate,or should they join
forces and..?"they should stay separate,because it's two different
kinds of things,like putting classical music and country music.But I
like alot of crossover."'

-Anyway,back to AFTERMATH,are there any labels interested 7 Have you
got any offer ?"yes,we've got a few,fram NRR,Combat etc but we don't
to sign right now.We're gonna send the 'killing the future'demo out
cause we want to record our stuff as a fivepiece,with the new material.
And we're gonna wait until this tape is done just for record labels,
and then we'll start looking for a deal."

n
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-In what countries have you distributed your demo ?7"Greece,about 13

countries,Poland,Belgium,West Germany,New Zealand,PAustralia,S.America...

Except Africa countries and stuff like that.Mainly in Europe.”
-Any last comments ?7"if anyone wants to buy our demo it's 4.30 $."
-Where are people supposed to find the 50c ?"Well,then make it 7 % !"
"Tell all the Greek thrashers to start working hard in order to make
the Greek scene competitive to the other Europeans !"

Steve:"Buy the tape,and I hope you'll like it. HETERMETH:

HARLIE TSIQLIS
ElSlsbia BWROM
a 0 z o CHICHGO, IL B0OE3G
L EE .

Hallow's eve this speed metal outfit has been in the metal scene for
some years.After releasing two LPs,earlier this year they released their
third,titled "monument".This LP dissapointed some of the band's fans,
and maybe there was a reason,as I wasn't satisfied with it too.Here's
an interview with Tommy Stewart.

—For how long has the band been together 7 What is the thing you
mostly remember about this very first days 7 What would you advice the
newer bands 7

“"We've been together for 5 years this Oct.Those first days,I lived 1in
the streets so my advice to young bands,would be to get ready for the
worse"

-Who came up with the name ?What does it mean 7

"I came up with the name,sort of honouring my celtic past."

-How did you get the contract with Metal Blade 7

"Wemade one tape,and they heard it and send us a contract right away.
We only had those two songs !"

-Are you satisfied with the first two LPs 7 How did they do 7

"We like'em fine.To date those two have sold 40,000 copies or so."

—When was 'mornument’ released ? How is it deing 7

"It was released on March 25th,and we've sold about 50,000 in just
four months,so we are happy."

-Who wrote the songs for this LP ? Do you see any progress between this
and your previous ones 7

"once again,Stacy and I wrote all the lyrics,and everyone contributed
to the music.The progression I see in this third LP is in ou teamwork."”

-What bands do you think that have influenced you 7 What bands do vou
like 7

"the RAMONES,SEX PISTOLS,MOTORHEAD,but I also like VOI VOD,AGNQOSTIC
FRONT.I like all kinds of stuff,but you have to realise that I'm 29 and
1 saw the DEEP PURPLE Machine Head tour ! I remember THE BEATTLES on

Ed Sullivan in '64 | I've been here anywhile.
-How often do you,play live ? With what other bands ?
"A lot ! We're known in the US as a touring band.We just finished one

nine week stint and we are back out next month for &0 more dates.Who
have we played with 7 Over the years we've played with ANTHRAX,SLAYER,
MOTORHEAD ,KING DIAMOND,EXODUS,NUCLEAR ASSAULT,FATES WARNING,and about
twenty others.

-Do you want to add anything

"Please, just go out and get the thing ! It honestly speaks for
itself 1"
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ANACRUSIS:SUFFERING HOUR

ATROPHY:SOCIALIZED HATE

I['m doing these two reviews tofether.becausze I
find mang common things between thase two @ound
amarican bands.Thew both released a demo thot 20
mony dreat reviesws,Anacrusis, "Annihilotion
complete".and Atrorha, "Chemical derendance".dfter
the 9oc0d reaction.thes both 2ot o deal,ond both
came up with wverd Jood albums.

Moone of them presents zomething totallw orilinal
or neuw.Anacrusis.sound like a combinotion of
3laver and Trouble.Thes haove the intenze of
3lazer;the heaviness and the doom-fesl of Trouble
Atrophe does for o more throsh aprrooach.in the
wein of Slaver.earls Metallico.etc..What I like
in these bands. the abilite fto sound verws fresh
aniciloble-,with their well structured zonds.From
anacrusis I'd pick ur as m4 faves "A werle to
Foin":"Prasent tense" and "Annihilation comeleate”
From Atrorhe, "Chemical derendancs”."Preachar,
preacher" and the title song.Both bands also have
verd interssting larics.which is o bi2 rlus for
them. The last common thind between them is their
Greek-bosed names...

-+

HOLY TERROR:MIND WARS

WOW! 1! Whot a 9codie this iz ! These Quus =till
play the 9reat epic/speed stuele metol.as thew did
in their debut and in their demo.Thew haove
improved technically,luricallw and in their song-
writting.This LP didn't arab me at first,but now
after listening carefullw to it I con sow that it
iz a wversa %co0d investmant.Now.they sound more
original than on the debut,and I can't see how
zomeors could compars them to Medoadeth (os on the
let LPFY or ancther band.Their lwrics are versd
dood,intelligdent,and ofter recding the luric-
sleeve; 1 understand that thew are not much fond
of the church...Mafave trock on this release is
"The immoral wasteland".with "Judos reword" and
"Oamned bw judlas" not far behind.

HITTMAM:HITTMARN

Finally the debut of thisz hidhlw proised NY band,
i ot the stores.Il know that it will do well,os
Hittman is o hi2h aualitw metal bond.Ms complain
iz that thev're nothin? 2lse than that...You
connot find somethind orig9inal on this LPsit's
just heavs metal,class metal.All sonds aore well
plaved in the classzic Hittmon moulde.as we know
+hem from their demo aond EP-taore <all zondz of
which are on the LPY.Their stule iz rolishad
metal,with not mans hard eddes,with catchws
choruses,and shinning Juitar soloind.The best
s0n9s are:"Metal sport"."ODeod on arrival"."The
tezt of time" and "Behind the lines".I'm not sure
that Hittmarn will stand the test of time thoudh..

VARIOUES: IS THIS HEAUY OR WHAT 7 7" EP

Under this title,a w@oun? Swedish metoal label,that
tries to Fromote Swedish thrash bands on the one
hand and a modazine of the same name that will
soon arpear,raleased o 7" EP.with four bands from
Sweden ! Damien:Atrocitd.Tribulation and Gravitw.
Damien's "Hide and seek" 15 the opening track,a
areat mix of Medadeth's technicality with the
structures of Savataf9e,a thrash metal epic,
brilliont.You mas already be faomiliar with them,
throudk their demos or their own EF,so @ou know
thot ODomien stonds for auality.

Following track is Atrocit='s "Hiding from
tomorrow" which didn't arab me at all,with many
Fproblems arart from the rpoor sound:such as the
terical melodic-speed stule,and the roor sono-
writting.

Both tracks on the B side,Tribulation's "Pecuniarw
aid" and Gravits's "Misanthropw" sound like an
americon version of Bathory to me,really verw-very
heoavw.The first is heavd.mostle mid-epaced, lad down
by vocals that lay in the HC side of the Arawza
spectrum.The second is the throshiest of all
tracks in this EP,total mazhem,;sheer brutalitw,but
still not noise,a 9reat (for the hard thrashrs)
sond.

I overall likad this release verw much.and I think
it's a 9reat idea for individuals to 30 onto
Putting out vinyl.The rrice iz 6% worldwide, from @
Jorden Sigfridsson,Kvarnskodatan 2,3-754 20, SWEDEN

VINYL
OVERDOSE

SIEGES EVEM:LIFE CYCLE

If 20w want to do wourself a big fovour,then
follow m2 oduviceido and buw this LP ot once.You
can find more on Siades Even in the interview.....
You might find it difficult ot first to 92t into
this stuff.but if after listening carefulla *to it
for three times wou don't find it brilliont. then
wou're reading wron? zine.This is how close to
excellent can an LF bte-Whichewer point of view wou
zae this from,dou understand that these 2uys are
doing great work !

Thew sound a little bit like a mix of WatchTwer
ond Hades,with zome more of Rush influences

thrown in for 9ocd measureﬁgomparisons to WT will
ohviously be made,os especially the sonds "Life
cecle" and "Apocolwrtic disposzition" from side A
have man% things in common with the Taxan Gods.
Eut be sure,no rip offs here;just Pure music.bhat
tracks con I choose for beingd the bast ? The off-
the wall "Repression and resistance" or the epic
"3r+to99ler from Atlantis" which tokas some 13 mins
But mavbe I should pick out "Dovid" ! All tracks
are verw Joo0d,excellent mnusicionship,9ract lurics
coverind a subjiects such as social criticism.
fantosw etc.,and all in oll one of the two best
releoaszes for 1988 | (The other beind Yoilod's LP
bd the wodes.).Buw at all costs 1!} o

MOT FRAGILE:WHO DARES WINS

This is auite o different case to the obove,as MN.F
(more obout which in the interview) 90 for a nore
turical Garmon sereed metal stwle,but with mans
pros.This is their debut release;and it's o versy
rromising vindl indeed ! Their sound is kindo like
early Helloween,but with auite different vocal
ztule.N.F's surelsy one of the best German bande in
this ztwle (olon@ with Blind Guardian),and thew
manade to 9ive some fresh air to their fost ond
heowvy structures.with melodic singing,ese on the
choruses.Best sond is "With all m9 midht",but the
others are followind close *to it.s0 check cut
"High into heaven"."Down in the streets" with the
first being not far from the Hellouwaen territorw.
f varw Jood debut,thot epromizes a harpy future for
Mot Fragile.

wokkok [N BRTEF hetesokk

REALM: EMDLESSE WAR

Aanother aualitws speed metal LP.with many Rush
influances and prog9ressive touches.lerw dood and
roticeoble the Beatles' cover "Eleanor Rigbws".Uerw
Qo00d musicians.auite orif9inal style.Best ftrack is
the old demo trock "All heads will turn to the -
hunt".

CANDLEMASS: ANCIENT DREAMS

The new LP of the Swedish merchants,ond wet
another ster forward for the "slear" metol JFenre.
1t's heavs as "Hightfall",and furthermore it
zounds more rofreshing.Tracks thot stand out are:
"gncient Oreoms"."Mirror Mirror" and “The bells of
Acheron" -

CRIMEON GLORY: TRAMCEDEHNCE

This second LP of THE class metal bond,allows us
to see how mig9htw this pack is.Many claim this to
be the best LP for 38.Surely not,but tha frashnass
musicianship and bright/rolished socund mokes this
2 dood LP.Also it's o bit more melodic than the
debut,ond the lwrical ideas ore intaeresting.
OMEM:ESCAPE TO NOWHERE

Another big dissaopointement,as the chande of
sind9er sow Omen 20ing for a more mainstream metal
stwle.Not really bad thous3h,but as a fon of
J.D.Kimboll I can't judd9e fairlw.

ARTCH: ANOTHER RETURH

Finallw the MNorwedian,hi9hly epraissd in Metal
Forces bond releosetheir debut.Ils it as %00d as
it's said to be 7 1 think not.At least not to that
point.It's 9oo0d,heovy metal,with Iron Maiden and
Helloween touches,but I can't find something that
reolls Jets me radingd.

L
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B.D.C.: IMAGINOS

Who would expect this...tha comin? back of on old
classic band,that in the last wesars has
dissarointed us.1%32 saw o new EOC,with the
arigdinal line-ur,many fresh ideosz.and a brilliant
LF to back up !!! dpart from the BOC musicians,on
this racord arpear manw 9reat rFlawers.such oz Mark
Biedarman (Blind Illusion),Joe Satriani.etc.There
are 39 cuts.ond the zon2 list contoines even a new
verzion of the oldie "Astronoms".All zonds are
verd 9ood.well executed.comrlicoted,with some
Prodressgive hints.I'd pick uPp "The siegde and
investiture of Baron Yon Frankenstein's castle at
Weisseria"(what a title,e2r ?) for me fave.Another
zon? that imprassed me was "In the rresence of
another world".melodic with o musterious feel on
it.lars interesting iz the luyrical content of
"Imadinos",about o very complicated storw,+that I
hove not understood wet.

NIGEL FOXXES INC:WAR OF THE GODZ
Higel Foxxe,"the bast musician in Greece",as the

local major Press calls hims,has come with o second:

record,but under o different nama.becouse the
Dutch Thanatosz had the rights for that name.Back
to the LP now...I must confess that I was
diszarointed with it <or I was exrecting too much)
It's true that Nigfel is a 9cod Fuitar erlaver,and
he writez some J00d szonds.but he cannot maoke it...
Ouar the last two wears I've seen him live twice,
and I know that live he ¢and Wolf-bsJohnnw-d).is a
hot act.I guess that it's the eroduction that
ruins his work,as thea some tracks sound much
better live.0f courza there are szome other minor
disadvantades.as the use of letters instead of
words (ediusyou-d4-far.etc),the keuwboard intros.and
the weak vocal rerformance of Hidel himself (he's
looking for a sind2r nowadavws,so if U r interested
contact me...>.This is not o bad record at oll,but
it's a pitvy,cause it could've been alot better.

ADRAMELCH: IRAE MELANOXK

Ital9 hos alwaws had the miszfortune of the lack in
Jood metal bands, just like Greece ! I think that
this is chan2in? nowadaws,since bonds such as Lord
Crucifier (thew're in Endland:but theus're from
[talw),Extremo,Huclear Semphonw;and AdraMelch
arpear.AdraMelch i3 J0in3 for the melodic stale,
not wimpy or anvthind.but still not verw heouw.
Thew show some influances from romp rock,and
Prodressive metal acts such as Fates Marning.They
aven have some common parts with Greek metallers
Yovel and Sarissa (thew all zuffer from rPoor
productionsha ha !!).Thev're 9ood at their
instruments.and [ liked wery much the sin9er,even
if his En9lishare not that fluent).At some rPoints
kedboords are uszed too much for mwe taste,but it is
5till OK.Generallw 9oo0d:and who would exrpect it ?
Contact them a*t :AdraMelch,Gianluca Corona.

Via De Amicis.20123:Milono, Italw.

HADES: IF AT FIRST Y0U DON'T SUCCEED

I wonder:if 1'll find words for this reviaw.
Well,the second LP by the NJ srpeedsters is woiting
for @ou ot the stores.Like most other techno-speed
records,it's not very esasy to Get into it at first
but after o carefull plovwind.while reading +he
l9ric sheet,1 was amozed.I lowed their debutsand
fortunatels this one's sven better.Thew've changed
their stdle a bit,for better.There's more varietw
here,and there are some roints that remind the

old demo dovs (but this doesn't mean thew don't
Flowfast nasmored.lan Loranzo,who's the main
comPoser has imProved o lot,all of the son9s are
dreat.The best thoudh isn't his,but Ed Schulman's,
ond it's "Aftermath of betraval".dlan Tecchio's
larics are also excellent,thoughtfull,covering
torics that no other metal bond has ever done,such
as ofrinions on "Opinionate", the experiments on
animals ("In the mean time"),sexiszm ("1 too eve").
More info on this album can be found in the
interview,but I tell wou after hearing this LP.,
#ou'll join the Hades fans.

HAMMERWITCH:RETURH TO S4LEM EP

B2ing told that this band sounded like Jo3 Panzer,
1 boudht the EP ot once.But I was dissarointed.
because,even if some similarities with J.P. can
undoubtably be found{(check out "Brainchild">,
overall this EF is nothin? seecial.The musicians
aren't bad-their problem is the roor songuritting,
ond the clichéd lyrics.The structures are boring,
ond don't feature somethind wou've not heard
before.The lurics are...let's take a look at the
titless"live for metal","Psdcho":"Burned at the
ztoke", "Judgement daw","return to Salem" and the
above mentionad "Brainchild".which I think is the
best track here.Don't take me for wrond it's not
vers bod.it's a guite 9o0d effort for o.debut on a
verd small label.Finally Hommerwitch made me
reconsider m¥ belief that all Texan bands are
Gods ! I 9uess that even if I haven't put wou off,
wou won't be able to find this,but try at the
label's adress: DIA mana9ement,P.0. Box 200375,
Arlington, Texas TEO006-0376,U.5.A.

MANOWAR: KINGS OF METAL >

Everwona who has known me for the last wears.could
reassure You that I'm a Manowar die-hard.But what
I hear in their last two LPs is far from mw taste.
Manowar stonds for heavy,orifinal.epic music with
some of the best vocals.lWhat we have here is an

up temeo song, "Wheels of fire",which lodYs batueen
"Violence and bloodshad" and (the dodlv)"Kill with
Powar'.not oo bod.Next is "Kinds of metal" the
ging-alond sturid sond,even worse than "Fighting
the world"."Heart of steel","The crown and the
ring" and "Kin9dom come" are all borind,slowish

“tracks.with even some piano tunes thrown in for

Qoo0d measure.and surelw not md cup of tea,thonx.
There is the classic bass solo,3reat as olways.,and
it shows the high musicianshiep."Hail and kill" is
a bit better than the others,but still worse than
everd old tune of 'em.Then comes anarrated storws.,
that ig an insult to the praviocus narrations in
"Defendar" etc..Last sond is "Blood of the kings",
which i3 kinda review of Manowar's past,consisting
l9rically of parts of old sonds,and it's not that
bad.1 must confess that this LP was one of mw
bigg9est disarointments eaver,but I still love the
old stuff,1 have a Jrowind collection of 20 liva
tares...but I think thet It would have been better
if thew had stoppaed in 85.s0 that thew would
remain the Metal kings !

KIHG DIAMOMD: THE DARK SIDES EP

This is an EP with some "rare" sonds of K.D..All
sonds ore 9ood.but I can't see any other reason
for this release than cashing on the faons.But if
9ou don't have the "Halloween" EP or any of the
other sindles, this is a 900d waw to save some
money,by Jettind all B side tracks.

OORSAL ATLAMTICA:UICTORY 7" EP

A small Swiss label has it's debut release out in
the form of o Dorsal Atlantica 7" EP.

D«A: is o fine techno-thrash band from Brazil, that
already has some LPs (3 1 think) out.Musically the
biggest influence of them has to be Slaver or
Megadeth I suppose.,and since they add a stron3
dose of musicianshiep and oriSinality this is a
verd interesting EP.Unfortunatelv,almost all of
the tweical Brozilian stuff is here...rather bod
vocals:lvrics about death,and ztupid nomes (Hard-
core.Uandalo etc.).Sureld very dJood stuff,and it's
orderable for 5% from Pierre Moix,Postfach S7,
CH-4002 Basel,Switzerlond.He's also locking for
other bandz for future releases.so if wou're
interested,write him.

DESTINY!ATOMIC WINTER

Destiny is another band from Sweden,thot has it's
zecond LP out.Thew were formed back in the sarlw
80's,and despite of the rather 900d revieuws,thew
didn't have much success.Latelw thew pPut out a
demo tare thot proved to be 9nod,and now the Lp
is out.The first thing that w@wou will notice on
this LP iz the cower which was made bw +the famous
ODerek Rig99s.But don't worrw there are esuen more
Fnod thinds on this record.Their stule is PUre
heavy metal,with emphasis on +*he melodies and
heoviness.A minor is the (few) commercial edges;on
s0n3s such as "Spallbreaker",that Put me down a
bit.M9 fave track is "Who am I ?" real metal:pPure
class.Genarally o pPromosing LP,and I feel thot
Destiny will 30 much further.
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